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TO 
RALPH ALLEN, Efq 


SIR, . 
HE following book is fincerely de-- 
figned to promote the caufe of vir- 
tue, and to expofe fome of the moft gla- 
ring evils, as well public as private, which 
at prefent infeft the country ; though there 
is fcarce, as 1 remember, a fingle ftroke of 
fatire aimed at any one perfon throughout 
the whole. : - | 


The beft man 1s the propereft patron of * 
fuch an attempt. This; I believe, will be 
readily granted ; nor will the public voice, 
1 think, be more divided, to’ whom they 
will give that appellation. Should a letter 
indeed be thus infcribed, Derur OptTimo, 
there are few perfons who would think it 
wanted any other direction. 


1 will not. trouble you with a preface 
concerning the work; nor endeavour to 
A 2 obviate 
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obviate any criticifms which can be made 
on it. The good-natured reader, if his 
heart fhall be here affected, will be in- 
clined to pardon many faults for the pleafure 
he will receive from a tender fenfation ; and 
for the readers of a different ftamp, the more 
faults they can difcover, the more, | am con- 
vinced, they will be pleafed. 


Nor will I affume the fulfome ftyle of 
common dedicators. I have not their 
ufual defign in this epiftle ; nor will I 
borrow their language. Long, very long 
may it be before a moft dreadful cir_ 
cumftance fhall make it poffible for any 
pen to draw a juft and true character of 
yourfelf, without incurring a fufpicion of 
flattery in the bofoms of the malignant. 
This tafk, therefore, I fhall. defer tu 
that day (if I fhould be fo unfortunate as. 
ever to fee it): when every good man 
fhall pay a tear for-the fatisfaction of 
his curiofity; a day which at prefent, I 
believe, there is but one [good man in 
the world who can think of with uncon- 


cern. | 
Accept 


a ay of : 
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‘Accept then, Sir, this fmall token of 
that love, that gratitude, and that refpect 
with which I fhall always efteem it my 
GREATEST HONOUR to be, 


SIR, 
Your moft obliged, 
and moft obedient 
humble Servant, | 


é 


Bow-Street, ; 7 Fieldi : 
Dee aii Henry F elding 
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BOOK 1 


C HAP. IE 
Containing the exordium, &e. 


HE various accidents which befel a very 
worthy couple, after their upiting in the 
tate of matrimony; will be the fubject of 

‘the following hiftory. The diftrefes which they. 
waded through, were fome of them’ fo exquifite, 
and the incidents which produced thefe fo extraor- 
dinary, that they feemed to require not only the 
wtmoft malice, but the utmoft invention which fu- 
peritition hath ever attributed to Fortune: though 
whether any fuch being interfered in the cafe, or, 
indeed, whether there be any fuch being in the uni- 
vwerfe, is a matter which I by no means prefume | 
to determine in the affirmative. To fpeak a bold 
truth, I am, after much mature deliberation, in- 
clined to fufpeé, that the ‘pubtic voice hath, in all 
ages, done much injuftice to Fortune, and hath 
convicted her of many fads in which fhe had not 
the leaft concern. [ queftion much, whether we 
may not by natural means account for the fuccefs 
of knmaves, the calamities of fools, with all the 
miferies im which men of fenfe fometimes involve 
themfelves. by quitting the directions of prudence, 
and following the blind guidance of a predominant 
pafhon; in ee, for all the. ordinary phenomena 
which are imputed to Fortune; whom, perhaps, men 
accufe with no lefs abfurdity in life, than a bad player 
complains of ill luck at the game ef ches. 

Vo L. X. ; B . . Bu 


. AMELIA. ‘Bok 


But if men are fometimes ‘guilty of laying impro- 
per blame on this imaginary being, they are altoge- 
ther as apt to make her amends, by afcribing to her 
honours which fhe as little deferves. To retrieve the 
ill confequences of a foolifh conduét, and by ftruggling 
gmanfully with diftrefs to fubdue it, is asain the no- 
Dlelt efforts of wifdom and virtue. Whoever, there- 
fore, calls fuch a man fortunate, is guilty of no lef 
impropriety in fpeech, than he would be, who fhould 
-call the ftatuary or the puet fortunate, who carved a 
Venus,:or who writ an Iliad. 

Lite may as properly be called an art as any 
other; and the great incidents in it are no more to 
be confidered as mere accidents, than the feveral 
anembers of a fine ftatue, or a noble poem. The 
critics in all thefe are not content with feeing any’ 
thing to be great, without knowing why and how 
#t came to be fo. By examining carefully the feveral 
gradations which -conduce to bring every model to 
perfeGion, we learn truly to know that {fcience in 
which the model is formed: as hiftories of this 
kind, therefore, may ‘properly be called models of 
Human Litt; fo by obferving minutely the feveraf 
incidents which tend to the catallrophe or compl¢- 
tion of the whole, and the minute cauies whence thofe 
incidents are produced, we fhall beit be titructed 
in this mo uleful of all arts, which l.call the arr 
of Lirk. , 


C HAP. At. 
The hiffory fets out. Obfervations on the excellency of 


: the Englilh conftitution, and curious examinations be 
Sore a sufiice of peace. | 


N the firft of April, in the year ——, the 

_. watchmen of a certata parifh ([ know not 
particularly which) within the liberty of Weftmin- 
fter, brought feveral perfons, whom they had ap- 
prehended the preceding night, before Jonathaa 
Thrafher, Efg; one of the jultices of the peace for 
that liberty. ; 
| But 
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But here, reader, before we proceed to thé trials 
of thefe offenders, we thall, after our ufual manner, 
premife fome things which it may be neceilary for 
thee to know. : 

It hath been obferved, I think, by many, as 
well as the celebrated. writer of Throe Letters, thag 
no human Jinititution is capable of. confummaete. 
perfection: an obfervation’ whieh, perhaps,. that 
writer at leaft gathered from difcovering fome des 
fects in the polity even of this well-regulated na- 
tion. And, indeed, if there fhould be any fuch 
defe& in a conftitution which my Lord. Coke long, 
age told us, * the. wifdom of alt the wife men im 
¢‘ the world, if they had all met together at one 
‘time, could not’ have equalled’? which fome of - 
our wifeft men who were met together long before, 
faid, was too good to be altered in‘any particular 3 
and which, neverthelefs, hath been mending ever 
fince, by a.very great number of the faid wile mens 

- if, | fay, this conititution fhould be imperfect, we 
may be allowed, I think, to doubt. whether any fuciy 
faultlefs model can be found among the miticutions 
of men. a 

Tt will probably be objected, that the fmall im- 
Rerfections which | am about to produce,.do not 
-ly in the laws themfelves, but ii the ill execution: oF 
them; but, with fubmiflion, this appzars to me to 
be no leis an abfurdity, than to fay af any machine, 
that it is excellently made, though incapable of pers 
forming its functions. Good laws fhould execute 
themfelves in a well-peguiaied {tate ; at leait, if the 
fame legiflature which provides the laws, doth not ’ 
provide for the execution of them, they ad as Grahany 
wouldado, if he thonld form all the parts. of aclock - 
in the molt exquilite manner, yet put them fo toges ° 
ther that the dock could not go. In this cafe, furely 
we might fay that there was a {mall defe@ in the con-. 
ftitution of the clock. 4 a 

To fay the truth, Graham would foon fee the. 
fault, and would eafily remedy it. The fault indeed 
could be no other than that the parts. were. improper- 
ly difpofed, —- | 

a B 2 ' - Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, reader, I} have another illuftration, which 
will fet my intention in a ftill clearer light before 
‘ you. Figure to yourfelf then a family, the mafter 
of which fhould difpofe cf the feveral economical) 
offices in the. following manner; viz. fhould put his 
butler in the coach-box, his fteward behind his coach, 
his coachman in the butlery, and his footman in the 
itewardthip, and in the fame ridiculous manner fhould 
mil-employ the talents cf every other fervant; it is 
eafy to fee what a figure fuch a family muft make in 
the world. 

As ridiculous as this may feem, I have often con- 
fidered fome of the lower offices in our civil go- 
vernment to be difpofed in this very manner. To 
begin, i think, as. low as I well can, with the watch- 
men in our, metrepolis: who being to guard our 
ftreets by night from thieves and robbers, an office 
which at leaft requires ftrength of body, are chofen 
out of thefe poor old decrepit people, who are, from 
their want of bodily ftrength, rendered incapable of 
getting a livelihood by work. ‘Thefe men, armed 
only with a pole, which fome of them are fearce 
able to lift, are to fecure the perfons and houfes of 
his majefty’s fubje@s from the attacks of gangs of 
young, bold, flout, defperate, and well armed vil- 
jains. é 


ee ee 


Munera canveniunt. 


If the poor old fellows fhould run away from fuck 
enemies, no one I think can wonder, unlefs it be that 
they are able to make their efcape. | 

The higher we proceed among our public officers 
and magiftrates, the lefs defects of this kind will, 
perhaps, be obfervable. Mr Thrafher, however, the 
jultice before whom the prifoners above mentioned 
were now brought, had fome few imperfections in his 
magifterial capacity. I own, I have been tometimes 
inclined to think, that this office of a fuitice of peace 
sequires fome knowledge of the law: for this fimple 
reafon; becaufe in every cafe which eomes before 
him, he is to judge and ag according to law. Again, 


Dua non viribus iftis 7 
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as thefe laws are contained in a great variety of books, 
the ftatues which reiate to the office of a juttice of 
eace making of themfelves at leaft twe large volumes 
m folio, and that part of his jurifdifion which is. 
founded on the common law being dilperfed in above 
a hundred volumes, I-cannot conceive how this know- — 
ledge fhould be acquired without reading; and yet 
certain tt is, Mr Thrather never read one fyllable of 
the matter.. 
This perhaps was a defe@t; bue-this wasnot all :: 

- for where mere ignorance is to deatde a point be- 
tween two litigants, it will always be.an-even chance 
whether it decides right or wreng: but forry.am | to 
fay, right was often in a-much worle fituation than 
this,.and wrong hath often had five hundred to one: 
on his fide before that magiftrate; who, if he was. _ 
#gnorant of the law of England, was yet well veried 
m the laws of nature. He pertectly well underitcod 
that fundamental: principle fo ftrongly laid down ia 
the inftitutes of the learned Rocheloucalt; by which 
the duty of felf-love is fo Rrongly enforced, and every 
man is-taught to confider himfelf as the centre of 
gravity, and to attraé all things thither. To fpeak. 
the truth plainly, the Juftice was never indiffcrent: 
in a ccaufe, but when lie could get nothing on either | 
fide. | 
+. Such was the jultice to whofe tremendous bar Mr: 
Gotobed the conffable, on the day above-mentioned,. 
brought feveral delinquents; who,.as we have. faid,. 
trad been apprehended by the watch.for divers oute 
rages. . 

Tr he firft who came upon his trial; was as bloody 
a: fpectre as ever the imagination of a murderer or: — 
a tragic poet conceived. This poor wretch was char- 
ged with a battery by a much fttouter man than hime- 
felf; indeed the accufed perion bere about hinx 
fome evidence that he had been in an affray, his 
cloaths being very blaody: but certain open fluices 
on his own ten fufficiently fhewed whence all the 
fearlet ftreams had iffued: whereas the accufer had | 
not the leaft mark or appearance of any. wound. ~ 
The Juftice afked the defendant, what he meant by 
B3 breakin g 
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breaking the king's peace—To which he anfwered, 
* Upon my fhoul I do love the King very well, and 
‘ 1 have not been aftec breaking any thing of his 
‘ that 1 do know:. but upan my fhoul this man hath 
* brake my head, and my head did break his flicks 
‘that is all, gra’ He then offered to produce 
fevera] witneiles againft this improbable accufation s 
but the Juflice prefently interrupted him, faying, 
‘ Sirrah, your tongue betrays your guilt. You are 
* an Irifhman, aod: that is always fufficient evidence 
‘ with me.’ 

The fecond eriminal. was 2 poor woman, who was 
taken up by the watch.as a flreet-walker. It was al- 
ledged againft her that fhe was found walking the 
ftreets after twelve o’clock, and the watchman de- 
clared he: believed: her to. be. a common frumpet. 
She pleaded in her defence (as was really, the truth) 
that fie was a fervant, and was fent by her mir 
ftrefs, who was a little fhopkeeper, and upon the 
point of delivery, te fetch a midwife; which fhe of- 
Jeved to prove by feveral of the neighbours, if the- 
was allowed to. fend for them. The Jultice afked 
her why fhe had-not done t¢ before. Fo which fhe 


anfwered,. fhe had ne money, and could get no mef-. " 


fenger. The jaltice:- then called ber feveral fcurrilous 
names; and declaring fhe was guilty within the flatua 
of ftreet-walking, ordered her to Bridewell for a: 
smonth. 

A genteel young man and woman. were then fet 
forward, and a very grave looking perfon fwore he 
at them in a fituation which we cannet as pars 
ticularly deferibe here as he did before the magi- 
firate; who having received a wink from his clerk, 
declared with much warmth that the fa& was incre- 
dible and impuffisle. He prefently difcharged the 
accufed parties, and was geing, without any evi- 


dence, to commit the aceufes for perpiry;, but this. 


the clerk diffuaded him from, faying, He doubted 
whether a juftice of peace had any fuch power. 
"The juftice at firit differed tm opinica; and faid, He 
had feen a man ftand in the pillory about perjury 3 
nay, be had known a man in gaol for u too; nea 
Lt | ow 
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how came he there, if he was not committed thi- 
ther? * Why, that is true, Sir,’ anfwered the clerk, 
“and yet [ have been told by @ very great lawyer, 
* that a man cannot be committed for perjury be- 
‘ fore he is indicted; and the reafon is, 1 believe, 
* becaufe itis not againft the peace before the in- 
* dictment makes it io.” * Why that may be.” cries. 
the juftice; ‘ and indeed perjury is but fcandalous 
© words, and I know a man cannot have no warrant 
« for thofe, unlefs you put for rioting + them into the- 
“ warrant.’ | 7 
The witnefs was now about to be difcharged, when 
the lady whom he had aceufed, declared the would 
{wear the peace againft him; for that he had called 
her a whore feveral times. ‘ Oho! you will {wear 
“ the peace, Madam, will you?’ cries the juiiice, 
« give her the peace prefently; and pray, Mr Cone 
« fiable, fecure the prifoner, now we have him; while. 
* a warrant is made to take him up.” All which was 
immediately performed, and the poor witaefs, for want 
of fureties, was fent to prifon. 2 : 
A young fellow whofe name was Beoth, was now 
charged with beating the. watchman in the execution 
of his office, and breaking his lanthorna. This was. 
depofed by two witnefles; and the {hatrer’d remains 
of a broken Janthorn, which had been long preferved 
for the fake of its teftimony, were produced to cors 
¥oborate the evidence. The jaltice, perceiving the 
criminal to be but ibabbily dreffed, was going to com- 
mit him without afking any further queltions.. At. 
length, however, at the earneft requeft of the accufed, 


+ Opus cf tnterprete, By the laws of England, abufive words 
ase not punifhable By the magiftrate; fome commiflioners of 
the peace therefore when one {cold hath applied to them for a 
warrant again{t another, from a too. eager defire of damg juf- 
tice, have conflrued a little harmlefs fcolding into a riot, which 
&8 in law an outragious breach of the peace, cammitred hy fe- 
veral perfons, by three at the leaft, nor can a lefs number be 
convicted of it. Under this word rioting, or riotting (for F 
have feen it fpelt both ways) many thoulands of old womea 
have been arrefted and put to expence, fcemetimcs in: prifon, 
for a little intemperate use of their tongues. This pracdice 
began to decreale in the year 1749 che 

the 
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the worthy magiftrate fubmitted to hear his defence. 
The young man then alledged, as was in reality the 
cafe, © That as he was waiking home to his lodging, 
* he faw two men tm the ftreet cruetly beating a third,. 
upon which he had ftopt and endeavoured to affift 


the perfon who was fo unequally attacked; that the- 


é 

6 

¢ watch came up during the affray, and took them: 
* all four into cnftody; that they were inmediately 
* carried to the round-houfe, where the two oripi- 
* nal affailants, who appeared to be men. of fortune,. 
‘ found means to make up the matter, and were 
¢ difcharged by the conitable; a favour which he. 
* himfelf, having no money in "his pocket, was un- 
‘ able to obtain. He utterly denied having affaulted 
‘ any of the watchmen, and: folemnly declared, that 
¢ he was offered. his liberty at the price of half a. 
“ crown.’ - 

Though the bare word of an offender can never 
be taken againft the oath of his accufer ; yet the: 
matter. of this defence was fo pertinent, and de- 
Hivered with fuch an air of truth and fincerity, — 
that, had the magiftrate been endued with much fta-- 
gacity, or had he been very moderately gifted with 
another quality very neceflary to alk who are to ad-- 
minifter jufttce, he would have employed fome la-- 
bour in crofs- -examining the watchmen; at leaft he 
would have given the defendant the time he defired. 
to fend’ for the other perfons who were prefent at 
the affray; neither of which he did. Im thort, the 
magiftrate had too great an honour for truth to ful 
pect that fhe ever appeared--in fordid apparel; nor 
did he ever fully his fublime notions of that -virtue,. 
by uniting them with the mean ideas of poverty and 
didreis, 

There remained now only one prifener, and that 
was the poor man himfelf in whoie defence the Jaft 
meniioned culprit was engaged. His trial took 
bur a very fhort time. A caufe ef battery and | 
broken lanthorn was inftituted againft him, and: 
proved in the fame manner; nor would the jnttice 
hear one word in defence: but though his patience 
was exhauited, his, breath was not; for again this. 


law 
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Jaft wretch he poured forth a great many vallies of 
amenaces and abufe. | a 

The delinquents were then all difpatched to prifon, 
under a guard. of watchmen ; and the juftice and the 
eonftable adjourned to a neighbauring ale-houfe to 
wake their morning repalt.. 


CH A P. II 
Containing the infide.of a prifon. — 


R Booth (for we fhall not trouble you with the 

re(t) was no fooner. arrived in the prifon, than 
a number of perfons. gathered round him, all: de- 
manding garnifh; to which. Mr Booth not making 
a ready anfwer,-as indeed: he did net underftand the 
word, fome were going to lay hold of him, when a 
perfon of apparent dignity came up and infifted that 
no one fhould affront the: gentleman. This perfor 
then, who was no lefs than the mafter or keeper 
of the prifon, turning towards Mr Booth, acquainted 
him, that it was the euftom of the place for every 
prifoner upon his firft arrival there, to give fome- 
thing to the-fermer prifoners to make them drink. 
This, be faid, was what they ealed: garnifh; and 
concluded with advifing his new cuftomer to draw 
his purfe upon the prefent occafion. .. Mr. Boath 
anfwered, that he would very readily comply with 
this laudable cufiom, was it in his power: but that 
in reality he had net a fhilling in his. pocket, and, 
what was worfe, he had not a fhilling in the world.— 
‘ Oho! if that be the cafe,’ cries the keeper, ‘ it is 
‘ another matter, and I have nothing to fay.” Upon 
which he immediately departed, and left poor Booth 
to the mercy of his companions, who, without lofs of 
tine, applied themfelves to uncafing, as they termed 
it, and with fuch dexterity, that his coat was not 
only ftripped cff, but out of fightin a minute. 

Mr Booth Was too weak to. refilt, and too wife 
to complain of this ufage. As foon therefore as 
he was at liberty, and:declared free of the place, 
be fummoned his philofophy, of which he had no 

incon. 
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inconfiderable fhare, to his affifttance, and refolved to- 
make himfelf as eafy as poflible under his prefent cir- 
cumftances. 

Could his own thoughts indeed have fuffered him 
a moment to forget where he was, the difpofitions. 
of the other prifoners might have induced him to be-. 
lieve that he had been in a happier place:. for much. 
the greater part of his feltow-fufferers, in{tead of wail- 
ing and repining at their condition, were laughing, 
finging, and diverting themfelves with various kinds. 
of {ports and gambols. : 
_’ The firft perfon who accofted him was called Bleare. 
Ey’d Moll; a woman of no very comely appearances. 
Her eye (for fhe had but one) whence fhe derived her. 
nick-name, was fuch as that nick name befpoke ; 
befides which, it had two remarkable qualities; for- 
firtt, as if nature had been careful to provide for her. 
own defect, it conftantly louked towards her blind- 
fide; and fecondly, the ball confiited. almoft entirely. 
‘of white or rather yellow, with a little grey fpot in 
the corner, fo fmall that it was fcarce difcernible, 
Nofe fhe had none; for Venus, envious perhaps at 
her former charms, -had carried off the griltly part; 
and fome earthly damfel, perhaps from the fame envy, 
had levelled the bone with the reft of her face: in- 
deed-it was far beneath the bones of her cheeks, 
Wich role proportionally higher than is ufual. About 
half a dozen ebony teeth fortified that large and long 
canal, which nature had cut from ear to ear, at the 
bottom of which was a chia, prepoiteroufly thorr, na 
ture having turned up the bottom, inltead of luffering. 
it to grow to its due length. 

Her body was well. adapted to her face; fhe mea- 
fured full as much round the middle as from head, 
to foot; for befides the extreme breadth of her back, 
her vat breatts had tong fince forfaken their native 
home, and had fettled themielves a little below the 
' girdle. : 
_ 1. with certain aétrefles on the ftd4re, when they 
are to perform characters of no amiable caft, would 
fudy to drefs themfelves with the propriety with 

. which, 
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which Blear-Eyed-Moll was:now artayed. For the 
fake of our fqueamifh reader, we fhall not deicend 
‘to particulars. ‘Let it fuffice to fay, nothing more 
ragged, or more dirty, was ever‘emptied out of the_ 

‘round-houfe at St Giles’s. 

We have taken the more pains to defcribe this 

perfon, for two remarkable reatons; the one is, that 

this unlovely creature was taken in the fa& with a 
‘very pretty young féHow; the other, which is more 
produ@ive of moral leffon, is, that however wretched 
her fortune may appear to the reader, fhe was one of 
the merrieft perions in the whole prifon. 

' Blear-Eyed-Moll then came up to Mr Booth 
with a {mile or rather grin on her. countenance, and 
afked him for a dram of gin-; and when Booth af- 
fured her that he had not a pehny of money, fhe 
replied, ‘D n your eyes, I thought by your 
* look you had. been a -clever fellow, and upon the 
‘§ fnaffling lay * at deafts but d———n your body: 
* and eyes, I find you are fome fneaking bndge ft 
* ratcal” She then launched forth a volley of dread- 
ful oaths, interlarded ‘with fome language not pro- 
per'to be repeated’ here, and was going to lay, hold 
on poor Booth, -when a taH prifoner, who had 
been very -earneftly eyeing Booth for fome time,. 
-came up,-and taking her by the fhewlder, flung her. 
eff at fome diftance, curfing her for a b—h, and bid- 
ding her-let the gentleman alone. | : 

‘This perfon was not himfelf of the moft inviting 
-afpe&. He. was long vifaged, and pale, with a red 
‘beard df about a fortnight’s growth. He was attired 
in a brownith black coat, which would have fhewed: 
more holes than it did. had not the linen which 
appeared through it, been entirely of the fame colour 
twith the cloath. | | 

- This gentleman, whofe nante was Robinfon, ad- 
drefled himfelf very civilly to Mr Booth, and told 
him he-was forry to fee one of his appearance in th.t 
place: ‘ For as to your being without your coat, 


* A cant term for robbery on the high way. 
ft Another cant term for pilfering. 
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* Sir,’ fays he, * I can eafily account for that; and 
* mdeed drefs is the leaft part which diftinguithes a 
« gentieman.’ At which words be caft a fignificane 
Jook on his own coat, as if he defired they fhould 


be applied to himfelf. He then proceeded in the fol- ~ 


lowing manner: 
‘ I perceive, Sir, you are but joft arrived ia this 
* difmal place, which is, indeed, rendered more 


* deteftable by the wretches who inhabit it, than’ 


* by any other circumitance; but even thefea wife 
man will foon bring himfelf to bear with indiffe- 
rence: for what is, is: and what muft be, muft 
be. The knowledge of this, which fimple as it 


renders a wife man fuperior to every evil which 
can befal him. I hope, Sir, no very dreadful ac~ 
cident is the caufe of your coming hither; but 


be otherwife: for all things happen by an inevi- 
table fatality; and a man can no more refift the 
impulfe of Fate, than a wheel-barrow can the force 
of its driver.’ | ; 
Befides the obligation which Mr Robinfon had 
conferred on Mr Booth, in-delivering him, from 
the infults of Blear-Eyed Moll, there was fome- 
thing in the manner of Robinfon, which, notwith» 
ftanding the meannefs of his drefs, feemed to dif-. 
tinguifh him from the crowd of wretches who. 
{warmed in thofe regions; and above. all, the fen- 
timents which he had jult declared, very nearly: 
coincided with thofe of Mr Baoth. This gentleman 
was what they call a free-thinker; that ts to fay, a 
deift; or, perhaps, an atheiit; for though he did 
not ablolutely deny the exiftenre of a God, yet 
he entirely’ dented his providence. A  dostrine, 
which, if it is not downright Atheif{m, hath a dire& 
tendency towards it; and, as Dr Clarke obferves,. 
may feon be driven into it. Andas te Mr Boorh, 
though he was in his heart an extreme well-wiiher to 
religion (for he was an honeit man) yet his notions 
of it were very flight and uncertain. To fay a 
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whatever it was, you may be aflured it could not © 
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he was in the wavering condition fo finely defcribed 
by Claudian: 


“ ebefalla cadebat 
Religio, caufeque viam non {ponte fequebar 
Alterius ; vacuo que eurrere femina motu 
Affirmat ; magnumyue novas per inane figuras 
. Fortuxa, non arte, regis que numina fenfu 
Ambiguo, vel nulla putat, wl nefcia neftri. 


This way of thinking, or rather of doubting, he 

had contracted from the fame reafens which Clau- 
dian affigns, and which had induced Brutus, in iis 
datter days, to doubt the exilience cf tua: virtne 
which he had all his life cultivated. In fhort, poor 
Booth imagined, that a Jager thare of mistortcnes 
had fallen to his lot shatiche had merited; and this 
led him, who (thongh a good Clatlical fcholar) was 
mot deeply learied in religious maticrs, into a dif- 
advantageous opinion of Providence. A danger- 
ous way of reafoning, in which our conclufion? + are 
mot only too hafty, trom an imperte& view of things ; 
but we are likewiie liable to much error from par- 
tiality to ourfelves ; viewing our virtues and vices as 
through a per{pediive, in which we turn the glafs 
always to our own advantage, fo as io dimintib the 
one, and as greatly to magni fy the other. 
" From the abeve ceaions: it ‘can be no wonder 
that Mir Booth did not decline the acqriaintance of 
this perfon, in a place which could not promife to 
_afford him any better. He anfwered him, therefore, 
with great courtefy, as indeed he was of a very good 
and gentle dilpofition ; and after expretling a civil 
furprife at meeting him there, declared hithfelf to 
be of the fame opinion with regard to the neceflity 
of human actions; adding, however, that he did not 
believe men were under any blind impulfe or dire@tion 
of fate; bute that every man acted merely from the 
force of that pation which was uppermoft in his mind, 
and could do no otherwife. 

A difcourfe now enfued between the two gentlemen, 
‘on the neceflity arifing from the impul’e of faie, and 
the neceflity arifing from the impulie of paflion, which ~ 

ee X. Cc as 
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as it will make a pretty pamphlet of itfelf, we fthall 
referve for fome future opportunity. When this was 
ended, they fet forward to furvey the goal, and the 
prifoners, with the feveral cafes of whom Mr Robin- 
fon, who had been fome time under confinement, 
undertook to make Mr Booth acquainted. 


_€ FE AP. AVs. = 
_ Difclofing further fecrets of the prifon-houfe. — 


HE firft perfons whom they paft by were 

three men in fetters, who were enjoying 
themfelves very merrily over a bottle of wine, and 
a pipe of tobacco. Thefe, Mr Robinfon informed 
his friend, were three {treet-rabbers, and were all 
certain of being hanged the enfuing feflions. ‘£ So 
‘ inconfiderable an object,’ faid he, * is mifery to light 
* minds, when it is at any diftance.’ 

A little farther they beheld a man proftrate on the 
‘ground, whofe heavy groans, and frantic ations, 
plainly indicated the higheft diferder of mind. 
This perfon was, it feems, committed for a fmall 
felony; and his wife, who then Jay-in, upon hearing 
the news, had thrown herfelf from a window two 
pair of ftairs high, by which means he had, in all 
probability, loft both her and his child. 

A very pretty girl then advanced towards them, 
whofe beauty Mr Booth could not help admiring 
the moment he faw her; declaring at the fame time, 
he thought fhe had great innocence in her counte- 
mance. Robinfon faid the was committed thither as an 
idle and diforderly perfon, and a common ftreet- 
walker. As fhe pafled by Mr Booth fhe damn’d his 
eyes, and difcharged a volley of words, every one of 
which was too indecent to be repeated. 

They beheld now a little creature fitting by her- 
felf in a corner, and crying bitterly. This girl, Mr 
Robinfon faid, was committed, becaufe her father- 
in-law, who was in the grenadier guards, had fworn 
that he was afraid of his life, or of fome bodily 
harm, which ihe would do him, and fhe could get 

no 
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no furety for keeping the peace: for which reafon 
Juftice Thrafher had’ committed her to prifon, 

A great noife now arofe, occafioned by the pris 
foners all flocking to fee a fellow whipt for petty 
larceny, to which he was condemned by the court 
of quarter-feffions ; but this foon ended in the dit: 
appointment of the fpeftators: for the fellow, after 
being ftript, having advanced another fix-pence, was 
difcharged untouched. 

This was immediately followed by another buftle. 
Blear-Ey’d Moll, and feveral of her companions, 
having got pofleffion of a man who was committed 
for certain odious unmanlike practices, not fit to 


be named, were giving him various kinds of dif- 


cipline, and would probably have put an end to hit, 
had he not been refeaed out of their hands by authe~ 
rity. | 
_ When this buftle was a little allayed, Mr Booth 
took notice of a young woman in rags fitting on the 
ground, and fupporting the head of an old man in her 
lap, who appeared to be giving up the ghoft. Thefe, 
Mr Robinfon informed him, were father and daughter; 
that the latter was committed for tealing a loaf, in ore | 
der to fupport the former, and the former for recei- 
ving it knowing it to be ftolen. _ 
- A well drefs’d man then went furlily by them, 
whom Mr Rotinfon reported to have been com- 
mitted on an indiétment found again him for a 
molt horrid perjury ; ‘but,’ fays he, * we expect him 
to be bailed to-day.’ * Good heaven !’ cries Booth, 
can fuch villains find bail, and is no perfon chari- - 
table enough to bail that poor father and daughter ?? 
Oh ! Sir,’ anfwered Robinfon, ‘ the offence of the 
daughter, being felony, is held not to be bailable 
in law ; whereas perjury is a mifdemeanor only ; 
and therefore perfons who are even indiéted for it, 
are, neverthelefs, capable of being bailed. Nay, 
of all perjuries, that of which this man is indiéed is 
the worlt: for it was with an intention of taking 
away the life of an innocent perfon by form of law, 
As to perjuries, in civil mattets, they are not fo very 
criminal.’ * They are not,’ faid Booth: and yet even 
C2 ‘ thefe: 
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* thefe are a moft pagiiogs offence, and woathy the 
« higheft punifhment.’ * Surely they onght to be di- 
‘ finguithed,’ anfwered Robinfon, ‘ fromthe others : 
‘ for what is taking away a little property from a 
* man compared to taking away his life, and his re- 
* putation, and ruining his family into the bargain ?— 
‘ [ hcpe there can be no comparifon in the crimes, 
and I think there ought to be none in the punifh- 
ment, However, at prefent, the punilhment of all 
‘ perjury is only pullory, and tran{portation for feven 
‘ years; andas it is atraverfable and bailable offence, 
‘ methods are often found to efcape any punifhment 
Sarah, 

Booth evereieds great aftonifhment at this, when 
his attention was “fuddenly diverted by the molt 
roilerabie obie& that he had yet feen. This was 
a wretch arrott naked, and who bore in his coun- 
tenance, joined to an appearance of honefty, the 
marks of poverty, hunger, and diteafe. He had, 
inoreaver, a woodcn Jeg, and two or three {cars 
on his forehead, © ‘She cafe of this poor man is, in- 
‘ deed, unhappy enough,’ faid Robinfon. * He hath 
© jivwed bis country, le tt his limb, and received feve- 
(ral wounds at the fieae of Gibraltar. When he 
“was diucharged-from the hofprtal abroad, he came 
‘ over to get tuto tuat of Cheilea, but could not im- 
T mediaic:y, aso mone of his citeers were then in 
‘ England. In the mean ume, he was one day ap- 
: prehenced and comuntted hither on fufpicion of 
‘ ftealing three herrings from a fithmonger. Ile was 
* ‘tried feveral months ago for this offence, and acquit- 
“ted; indeed nis innoceuce manitcitly appeared at 
‘ the ‘trial ; but he was brought back again tor his 
© fees, and ie he hath lain ever fince.’ 

Booth expreiled great horror at this account, sia 
declared, if he had only fo mech money in his poce 
ket, he would pay his fees for him; but added, 


naa 


* By removing the indictment by Cvrtiorari into the King’s- 
bench, the trial ts fo long poftponed, and the cofts are fo highly 
entreafed, that profecutors are often tired out, and foie incas 
pacitated from purfuing. Verdum i a 7. ti. 
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that he was not pofleffed of a fingle farthing in the 
world. 

Robinfon hefitated a moment, and then faid, with 
afmile, ‘Iam going to make you, Sir, a very odd 
© propofal ‘after your laft declaration ; but what fay 
« you toa game at cards? it will ferve to pafs a tedi- 
* ous hour, and may divert your thoughts trom more 
¢ unpleafant {peculations.’ 

- T do not imagine Booth would have agreed to this : 
for though fome love of gaming had been formerly 
amongit his faults; yet he was not fo egregioufly ac- 
dicted to that vice, as to be tempted by the fhabby 
plight of Robinfon, who had, if 1 may fo exprets 
myielf, no charms for a gamefter. If he had, how- 
ever, any fuch inclinations, he had no opportunity to 
follow them ; for before he could make any anfwer 
to Robinfon’s propofal, a ftrapping wench caine up td 
Booth, and taking hold of his arm, afked him to 
walk afide with her ; faying, ‘ What a pox, are you 
‘ fuch a frefh cull that you do not know this fellow ! 
* why, he is a gambler, and committed for cheating 
* at play. There is not fuch a pickpocket in the whole 
« quad *. . 

A fcene of altercation now enfued, between Ro- 
binfon and the lady, which ended in a bout at fifti- 
cus, in which the lady was greatly fuperior to the 
philofopher. | 

While the two combatants were engaged, a grave 
looking-man, rather better dreffed than the majority of 
the company, came up to Mr Booth, and taking 
him afide, faid, ‘I am forry, Sir, to feea gentleman, 
as you appear to be, in fuch intimacy with that ~ 
rafcal, who makes no fcruple of difowning all re- 
vealed religion. As for crimes, they are human 
errors, and fignify but little; nay, perhaps the 
worfe a man is by nature, the more room there is for 

race. The fpirit is active, and loves beft to in- | 
F abit thofe minds where it may meet with the moft 
work. Whatever your crime be, therefore, I would 
not have you defpair; but rather rejoice at-it: for 
perhaps it may be the means of your being called,” 


* A cant word for a prifon. 
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He ran on for a confiderable time with this cant, 
without waiting for an anfwer, and ended in declar- 
ing himielf a methoditt. 

Juft as the methodift had finifhed his difcourfe, 
a beautiful young woman was ufhered into the gaol. 
She was genteel and well dreffed, and did not in the 
leait refemble thofe females whem Mr Booth had hi- 
therto feen. The conftable had no fooner delivered 
her at the gate, than fhe afked, with a commanding 
voice, for the keeper; and, when he arrived, fhe 
faid to him, *‘ Well, Sir, whither am I to be conduc- 
“ted? I hope Lam not to take up my lodgings with 
‘ thefe creatures.” The keeper anfwered with a kind 
of iurly refpe&, *‘ Madam, we have rooins for thofe 
© that.can afford to pay for them.’ At thefe words, 
the pulled a handfome purfe from her pocket, in 
which many guineas chinked, faying, with an air of 
mdignation, ‘ that fhe was not come thither on ac- 
‘count of poverty.” The keeper no fooner viewed 
the purfe; than his features became all foftened in an 
infant ; and with all the courtefy of which he was 
muiter, ‘he defired the lady to walk with him, afluring 
her that fhe fhould have the beit apartment in his 
-houte. . 

Mr Booth was now left alone; for the methodift 

had forfuken him, having, as the phrafe of the fec& 
is, fearched him to the bottom. In faét, he had 
thoroughly examined every one of Mr Booth’s poc- 
kets; from which he had conveyed away a penknife, 
anjan iron fnuit box, thefe BeHg all the moveables 
which were to be found. 

Booth was ttanding near the gate of the prifon, 
when the young lady above-mentioned was introduced 
into the yard. He viewed her features very atten- 
tively, and was perfuaded that he knew her. She 
was indeed fo remarkably handfome, that it was’ 
hard!; potlible for any who had ever feen her to for~ 
get her. He enquired of one of the under. keepers, 
if <tr name of che pritoner lately arrived was not 
Me riews : to which he anfwered, that her name 
was no. Mathews but Vincent, and that the was com- 
-mitted ior murder, | : 

The 
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The latter part of this information made Mr Booth 
fufpea his memory more than the former: for it was 
wery poflible that fhe might have changed her name ; 
but he hardly thought the could have fo far changed 
her nature as to be guilty of a crime fo very incon- 
gruous. with her former gentle manners: for Milfs ~ 
Matchews had both the birth and education of a gen- 
tlewoman. He concluded, therefore, that he was 
certainly miftaken, and relted-fatisied without any 
further inquiry. 


CHAP. V. 


Containing certain adventures which befel Mr Booth 
| in the prifon. ee 


HE remainder of the day Mr Booth fpent in the 
melancholy contemplation on his prefent condi- 
tion. He was deftitute of the common neceilaries of 
life, and confequently unable to. fubfift where he was : 
nor was there.a fingle perfon in town to whom he 
could, with any reafonable hope, apply for his deli- 
very. Grief for fome time banifhed the thoughts of 
food from his mind; but in the morning, Nature 
began to grow unealy for want of her ufual nouri{h- 
ment: for he had not ate a morfel during .the laft 
forty hours. .A penny loaf, which is, it ieems, the 
ordinary. allowance to the prifoners in Bridewell, was 
now delivered hit; and while he was eating this, a 
man brought him a litle packet fealed up, es 
him that it came by a meflenger who faid it require 
no an{wer. 
Mr Booth now opened his packet, and after un- 
folding fevcral pieces of blank. paper fucceflively, at 
Jait ditcovered a puinea, wrapped up with great care in. 
the innermoit paper. He was vaitly furpriied at this 
fight, as he had few, if any friends, from whom he 
could expect fuch + favour, flight as it was; and not 
one of his friends, as he was apprifed, knew of his 
confinement. As there was no direéction tothe packet, 
nor a word of writing contained in it, he began to 
fulpect that it was delivered to the wrong perion 3 
and beins one of the moft untainted boneity, he 
‘ound out the man who gave it to him, and agair 
examined 
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examined him concetning the perfon who brought it, 
and the meiffage delivered with it. The man aifured 
Booth that he had made no milftake; faying, ‘ If youg 
‘ name is Booth, Sir, I am pofitive. you are the gen- 
* tleman to whom the parcel I gave you belongs.’ 
The moft ferupulous honefty would, perhaps, in 
fuch a fituation, have been well enough fatisfied, ix 
finding no owner for the guinea; efpecially when pro- 
clamation had been made in the prifon, that Mr 
Booth had received a packet without any diredion, 
to which, if any perfon had any claim, and would 
difcover the contents, he was ready to deliver it to 
fuch claimant. No fuch claimant being found, (E 
mean none who knew the contents; for many fwore 
that they expected jult fuch a packet, and believed it 
to be their property) Mr Booth very calmly refolved 
to apply the money to his own ufe. : 
The firft thing, after redemption of the coat, which 
Mr Booth, hungry as he was,. thought of, was to 
fupply himfelf wich fnuff, which he had long, to his 
great forrow, been without. On this occafion, he 
prefently miffed that iron box which the methodift 
had fo dextroufly conveyed out of his pocket, as we 
‘mentioned im the laft chapter. 
He ng fooner miffed this box, than he immediately 
fufpected that the gambler was the perfon who had 
Rolen it; nay, fo well was he aflured of this man’s 
guilt, that it may, perhaps, be improper’to fay he 
barely fufpected it. Though Mr Booth was, as we 
have hinted, a man of a very {weet difpofition ; yet 
was he rather over-warm. Having, therefore, no 
doubt concerning the perfon of the thief, he eagerly 
‘fought him out, and very bluntly charged him with 
the fact. ; 
.eThe gambler, whom I thmk we fhould now calk 
the philofopher, received this charge without the leaft 
vifible emotion either of mind or mufcle. After a 
fhort paufe of a few moments, he anfwered, with 
great folemnity, as follows: ‘ Young man, I am en- 
“tirely unconcerned at your groundlefs fufpicion. 
* He that cenfures a ftranger, as i am to you, with- 
© out any caufe, makes a worfe compliment to him- 
* felf than to the ftranger. You know yourfelf, 
2g | * friend ; 
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friend; you know not me. It is true, indeed, you 
heard me accufed of being a cheat and a gametter ; 
but who is my accufer? look at my apparel, friend, 
do thieves and gamefters wear fuch cloaths as thefe? 
play is my folly, not my vice; it is my impulfe, 
and I have been a martyr to it. Would a gamefter 
have afked another to play when he could have loft 

eighteen pence and won nothing? However, if you 
are not fatisfied you may fearch my pockets; the 
outfide of all but one will ferve your turn, and in 
that one, there is the eighteen pence I told you of.” 
He then turned up his cloaths ; and his pockets en- 
tirely refenibled the pitchers of the Belides. 

Booth was a little flaggercd at this defence. He 
faid, the real value of the iron box was too inconfider + 
able to mention; but that he had a capricious value 
for it, for the fake of the perfon who gave it him; 
* for though it is not,’ fatid he, © worth fix pence, I 
would will ingly givea crown to any one who would 
© bring it me again.’ 

Robinfon antwered, § If that be the cafe, you have 
nothine more to do but to fignify your intention in 
the priion; and J am well convinced you will noe 
be long without regaining the peficfion of your 
fauff box.’ 

This advice was immediately fol! owed, and with 
fuccets, the methoditt prefently producing the box3 
whieh, he faid, he had found, and thould have re- 
turned it before, had he known the perion to whom 
it belonged; adding, with tplifted eyes, that the 
Spirit would not fuffer him knowingly to detam the 
goods of another, however inconfiderable the value 
was. ‘* Why fo, friend?’ faid Robinion. ‘ Have 
* I not heard you often fay, the wickeder any man 
‘ was, the better, provided he was what you call a 
‘ believer.” ‘ You. miftake me,’. cries Cooper (for 
that was the name of the methodift) ‘ no man can be 
‘ wicked after he is pofletled by the fpirit. There ts 
‘ a wide difference between the days of fin, and the 
* days of grace. I have been a finner mylelf.? * L 
* belicve thee,’ cries Robinfon, with a fncer. ‘ | care 
‘ not,’ an{wered the other, ‘ what an atheilt betieves, 
‘ | fuppofe 
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* I fuppofe you would infinuate that I ftole the fnuff- 
* box; but I value not your malice; the Lord knows 
* my innocence.’ He then walked off with the re- 
ward; and Booth turning to Robinfon, very earneftly 
afked pardon for his groundlefs fufpicion; which the 
other, without any hefitation, accorded him, faying, 
¢ You never acculed me, Sir; you fufpected fome 
* gambler, with: whofe charaéter I have no concern, 
¢ I fhould be angry with a friend or acquaintance who 
‘ fhould give a hafty credit to any allegation againtt 
‘me; but I have no reafon to be offended with you 
. © for believing what the woman, and the rafcal who 
* is jut gone, and who is committed here for a picks ° 
* pocket, which you did not perhaps know, told you 
‘ tomy difadvantage. And if you thought me to be 
‘ a gambler, you had jot reafon to fufpect any ill of - 
‘me: for I myfelf am confined here by the perjury — 
4 of one of thofe villains; who having cheated me 
‘ of my money at play, and hearing that I intended 
‘ to apply to a magiftrate againit him, him/felf began 
* the attack, and obtained a warrant again me of 
‘ Juftice Thrather, who, without hearing one specs 
* in my defence, committed me to this place.’ 

Booth teitified great compaflion at this account; 
and he having invited Robinfon to cinner, they {pent 
that day together. In the afternoon Booth indulged 
his friend with a game at cards; at firft for half-pence, 
and afterwards for fhillings, when fortune fo favoured 
Robinfon, that he did not leave the other a fingle 
fhilling in his pocket. ° 

A furprifing run of luck in a gamefter, is often 
miftaken for fomewhat elfe, by perfons who are not 
over zealous believers in the divinity of fortune. 
I have known a ftranger at Bath, who hath happened 
fortunately (I might almoft fay unfortunately) to have 
four by honours in his hand alimott every time he 
dealt, for a whole evening, fhunned univertally by 
the whole company the next day. And certain it is, 
that Mr Booth, though of a temper very little inchi- 
ned to fufpicion, began to waver in hts opinion, whe- 
ther the charaéter given by Mr Robinion of himtelf, 
or that which the others gave of him, was the truer. 

In 
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In the morning, hunger paid him a fecond vifit, | 
and found him again in the fame fituation as before. 
After fome deliberation, therefore, he refolved to afk 
Robinfon to lend him a fhilling or two of that money 
which was lately his own. And this experiment, he 
thought, would confirm hin either in a good or evil 
opinion of that gentleman. | 

To this demand, Robinfon anfwered, with great 
alacrity,. that he fhould very gladly have complied, 
had not fortune played one of her jade: tricks with 
him: * for fince my winning,of you,’ faid he, ‘ I 
‘ have been ftript not only of your money, but my 
‘ own.’ He. was going to harangue farther; but 
Booth, with great indignation, turned from him. 

__ This poor gentleman had very little time to ree — 
‘lect on his own mifery, or the rafcality, as it ap- 
peared to him, of the other, when the fame perfon, ° 


_. who had the day before delivered him the guinea froma 


‘the unknown hand, again accofted him, and told him 
a lady.in the houfe (fo he expreffed himtelf) defired 
the favour of his company. | 

Mr Booth immediately obeyed the meflage, and 

- was conducted into a room in the prifon, where he 
was prefently -eonvinced that Mrs Vincent was no 

other than his old acquaintance Miis Matthews. - 


C HA P. VI. 


Containing the extrasrdinary behaviour of Mifs Mat- 
thews on her meeting with Booth, and fome endea- 
vours to prove, by reafon and authority, that it is pof- 
fible for a woman to appear to be ‘what fhe really is 
20. . 

IGHT or nine years had paft fince any inter- 

; view between Mr Booth and Milfs Mattlrews 3 

and their meeting now én fo extraordinary a place 
affected both of them with equal furprife. 

After fome immaterial ceremonies, the lady ac- 

quainted Mr Booth, that having heard there was a 

perfon in the prifon who knew her by the name of 

Matthews, fhe -had great curiofity to enquire who 


he 
a 


~ 
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be was, wherenpon he had been fhewn to her from 
the window of the houle; that the immediately re- 


collected him, and being informed jof his diftrefsful 
fituation, for which the exprelled great concern, the 
had fent him that guinea which he had received the 
day before ; and then proceeded to excufe herfelt for 
not having de ‘ired to fee him at that time, when the 
was under the greatett ditorder and hurry of fpirits, 
Booth made many handfome acknowlzdgments of 


her favour; and added, that he very little ‘wondered: 


at the dilorder of her fpirits, concluding, that he was 
heartily concerned at fecing her there; * but 1 hope, 
‘© Madam,’ faid he 

Here he hefitated; upon men burfting into an 


- agony of tears, the ened out, * O captain, captain 
y ’ ’ 9 


‘ many extr aordinary things have palt fince lat I faw 
‘you. O gracious Heiven! did I ever expect that 
‘this would be the next place of our meeting !’ 

She then flung herfelt into her chair, where fhe 
gave a loolfe to her paflion, whilit he, in the moft 
affectionate and tender manner, endeavoured to footh 


and. comfort her; but psuflion itfelf did, probably, 


more for iis own relief than all his friendly ccnfola- 
tions. Having vented this in a large flood of tears, 
fhe hecame pretty well compofed; but Booth unhap- 
pily mentioning her father, fhe again relapfed into an 
agony, and ctied out, § Why? why will you repeat 
‘ the name of that dear man? I have di/graced him, 
‘ Mr Booth, I am unworthy the name of his daugh- 
* ter.’—Here patlion again {topped her words, and 
difcharged itielf in tears. 

After this fecond vent of forrow or fhame, or, t£ 
the reader pleafes, of rage, fhe once more recovered 
from her agonies. To fay the truth, thefe are, I be- 
lieve, as critical difcharges of Nature,’ as any of thofe 
which are fo called by the. phyficians; and do more 
effeQually relieve the mind than any remedies with 


which the whole Materia Medica of philofophy can. : 


fupply it. 
When Mrs Vincent had recovered her faculties, 


fhe perceived Booth fanding filent, with a mixture 


of concern and aftonifhment in his countenance ; 
2 then 
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then addreffing herfelf to him with an air of moft 
bewitching foftnefs, of which fhe was a perfect mi- 
ftrefs, fhe faid, *§ 1 do not wonder at your amazement, 
* Captain Booth; nor indeed at the concern which 
© you fo plainly difcover for me: for I well know the 
* goodnefs of your nature; but, O Mr Booth! be- 
¢ lieve me, when you know what hath happened fince 
* our laft meeting, your concern will be raited, how- 
¢ ever your aftonifhment may ceafe. O, Sir, you area 
* ftranger to the caufe of my forrows.’ 

‘ I hope [-am, Madam,’ anfwered he;.¢ for I can- | 
* not believe what I have heard in the prifon—furely 
¢ murder’—at which words fhe ftarted trom her chair, 
repeating, murder! ‘ Ob! it is mufic in my ears— 
You have heard then the caufe of my commitment, 
my glory, my delight, my reparation !—Yes, my 
old friend, this is the hand, this is the arm that 
drove the penknife to his heart. Unkind fortune! 
that not one drop of his blood reached my hand. 
—Indeed, Sir, 1 would never have wafhed it from 
it.—But though I have not the happinets. to fee it 
on my hand, i have the glorious fatisfaction of re- 
raembering | {aw it run in rivers on the floor; I faw 
it forfake his cheeks. I faw him fall a martyr ta” 
my revenge. And is the killing a villain to be cal- 
led murder? perhaps the law ealls it fo.—Let it 
call it what it will, or punifh me as it pleafes. | 
Punith me !—no, no— That is not in the power of 
man---not of that meniter man, Mr Booth. 1 am 
undone, | sm revenged, and have now no more bu- 
finefs for life; Jet them take it frm me when they 
will’ 
Our poor gentleman turned pale with horror at 
this ipecch, and the ejaculation of Good Heavens! 
what do [ hear! burft fpyuntancoufly from his lips. 
Nor can we wender at this, though he was the braveit 
of men; tor her voice, her locks, her geftures, were 
properly adapted to the fentiments fhe exprefled. such 
indced was her image, that neither could shakefpeare 
defcribe, nor Hogarth paint, nor Clive a@.a fury in 
higher perfeétion. of = 
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. © What do you hear?’ reiterated fhe. * You hear 
** the refentment of the moft-injured.of women. You 
“* have heard, you fay, of. the murder; but do you 
“ know the caufe, Mr Booth? have you, fince your 
‘€ return to England, vilited that country where we 
‘ formerly knew one another? téll me, do you know 
‘© my wretched flory? tell me that, my friend.’ 

Booth hefiiated for an anfwer; indeed he had _ 

heard fome imperfect ftories, not much to her ad- 
“vantage. She waited not till he had tormeda fpeechs 
but cried, * Whatever you may have heard, you can- 
“ not be acquainted with all the ftrange accidents 
which have occafioned your feeing me in a place, 
which, at our -laft parting, was fo unlikely that I 
fhould ever have been found in; nor can you know 
the.caufe of all that 1 have uttered, and -which, I 
am convinced, you never expected to have heard 
from my mouth. If thefe eircumftances raife your 
curtofity, L-will fatisfy-it.’ 
He anfwered, that .curiofity was teo mean a word 
‘to exprefs his ardent defire of kuowing her ftory. 
Upon which, with very little previous ceremony, the 
hegan to relate what-is written in .the following 
’ echapter. 

But before we put an end to this, it may be necef- 
dary to whifper a word or two to the critics, who 
Jiave, perhaps, begun to exprefs no lefs altonifhment 
ahan,Mr Booth, that a lady, in whom -he had re- 
‘marked .a moft.extraordinary power of difplaying 
foftnefs, fhould, the .very neat moment after the | 
avords were out of her mouth, exprefs fentiments be- 
coming the lips of a Dalila, Jezebel, “Medea, Semi-— 
wamis, Paryfatis, Tanaquil, Livilla, Meffalina, Agrip- 
. pina, Brunichilde, Elfrida, Lady Macbeth, Joan of, 
Naples, Chriitina-ot Sweden, Katharine Hays, Sarah. 
Malcolm, Con. Phillips*, or any other heroine of 
the tender fex, which hiitory, facred or protaue, 
ancient or modern, falfe or true, hath recorded. 

We defire fuch critics to remember, that it ts the 
fame Englith ¢hmate, -in which, on the lovely roth. 
eof June, under a ferene fky, the amorous jacobite, 

a7 bough laf, not leaft. 
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‘kiffing the odoriferous zephyr’s breath, ‘gathers as 


nofeyay of white rofes to deck the whiter brea{t of 
Celia; and-in which, on the 11th of June, the very* 
next day the boiiterous Boreas, ronfed by the hullow 
thunder, rufhes horrible through the air, and driving: 
the wet tempelt before him, levels the hope of the. 
hufbandman with the earth, dreadful- remembrance. 
of the confequences of the Revolution !. 

Again, let.it be remembered, that it is the felf-fame: 
Celia, all.tender, foft, and delicate; who wth a: 


voice, the fweetnefs of which the Sirens might envy,.~ 


warbles- the harmonious.fong in-praife of the young: 
adventurer; and aguin, the next day, or, perhaps- 
the next hour; with fiery eyes, wrinkled brows, and 
foaming. lips, roars forth treafon and nonfenfe in a: 


political argument with fome-fair one, of a-different. 


principle. 
Or, if the.critic be a Whig, .and confequently dif- 


likes fuch ‘kind of fimilies,. as being too favourable ta- 


Jacobititm, let him be contented with.the following: 


ftory + : 

I happened in my youth to fit behind two ladies in 
a.fide-box at.a play, where, in the balcony on.the op-- 
pofite fide was placed the inimitable .B———y C-—=s,. 


ia company with a young, fellew of.no very formal,.” 


or indeed fober, appearance. One: of: the ladies, I 


remeinber, faid to the otber—* Did you -ever fee any - 


¢ thing look fo modef& and fo innocent as that girl 
*-over the way? what pity itis fuch a creature fhould 


—€-be in the way. of: ruin, as l.am afraid-the is, by her: 
' *-being alone with that young.fellow.4’ Now. this 


Jady was no bad pity fiognomilt ; for it was impoffible. 
to conceive a greater appearance of modefty, inno» 
cence and fimplicity, than what nature had difplayed: 
in the countenance of that girl; and yet, all appears 
ances notwithitanding, [ myfelf (remember, critics. 
it was in my youth) had a few mornings before feen 
that very identical. picture of all.thofe engaging quar 
hities ins bed with a rake at. a bagnio, fmoaking. to- 
bacco, drinking punch,,. talking ob{cenity, and fwezr- 
ing and curfing with all the impudence and impiety 
of the lowelt and moft abandoned trull of a foldier.. 
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C H A P. VII. 
| In which Mifs Matthews begins her hiftory. 
M TSS Matthews having barred the door on the 


infide, as fecurely as it was before barred on 

the outfide, proceeded as follows: 
‘ You may unagine, I am going to begin my 
hiftory at the time when you left the country; but 
I cannot help reminding you of fomething which 
happened before. You will foon recollect the inct- 
dent; but I believe you little know the confequence 
‘ enber at that time or fince. Alas! I could keep a 
-fecret then: now I have no fecrets; the world 
knows all; and it is not worth my while to conceal 
any thing. Well !—You will not wonder, I be- 
lieve. —I proteft I can kardly tell it you even 
now.—— But | am convinced you have too good an 
opinion of yourfelf to be furprifed at any conqueft 
you may have made.——— Few men want that good 
opinion—and perhaps very few had ever more reas 
fon for it. Inceed, Will, you was a charming fel- 
low in thofe days; nay, you are not much altered 
for the worfe now, at leait in the opinion of fome 
women: for your complexion and features are grown 
much more mafculine than they were.’ Here 
Booth made her a Jow bow, molt probably with a 
compliment; and after a little hefitation, fhe again 
proceeded ‘ Do you remember a conte which 
€ happened at an aflembly, betwixt myfelf and Mifs 
Johnfon, about ftanding uppermoft? you was then 
my partner; and young Williams danced with the 
other lady. The particulars are not now worth 
mentioning, though I fuppofe you have long fince 
forgot them, Let it fuffice that you fupported my 
clain, and Williams very fneakingly gave up that 
of his partner, who was, with much difficnity, af- 
terwards prevailed on to dance with him. You fard, 
—I am fure [repeat the words exactly, that you 
would not for the world affront any lady there ; 
but that you thought you might, without any fuch 
: | | ‘ danger, 
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‘danger, declare, that there was no affembly in: 
‘which that lady, meaning your humble fervant, 
was not worthy of the uppermoft place; nor will 
I, faid you, fuffer the firt duke in. England, when 
fue is at the uppermoft end. of the room, and 
‘hath called her dance, to: lead. his partner above : 
her. 

* What made this the more pleafing to me wa:;. 
that I:fecretly hated. Mifs Johnion. Will you have 
‘the reafon? why then, 1 will tell you honeitly, flie - 
‘was my rival;—that word perhaps aitonilhes you, . 
‘as you never, I believe, heard .of any:-ene who ; 
‘made his addrefles -to me; and indeed my heart 


-was, till that night, ‘entirely indifferent to all man- 
‘kind. [ mean then, that: fhe: was my-rival for. 


‘praife, for beauty, for: drefs, for fortune, and con- 


feqnently. for admiration. My triumph on this ~ 


‘conqueft is: not to be: expreffed, any. more than my 
“delight in the perfon to whom | chicfly -owed it. 
‘The former,.1 fancy, .was vitible to the whole : 
company; and I defired it thould be fo; but the’ 
‘Jatter was. fo -well. concealed, that no one, I am. 
‘confident, took any notice of it.. And yet you ape- 
peared to me that. night to be an’ angel. Yow.. 
looked, you danced, you IPORE EEE E thing charms - 
ed.me,’ 

* Good Heavens !’ cries Booth, $ is it poffible you . 
fhould do me: fo much unmerited honour, and [° 
fhould be dunce enough not to perceive ‘the Jeaft- . 
fymptom !’ 

‘ I affure: you,’ anfwered the, . «I did all I could: 


‘to prevent you; and yet I akmolt hated you for - 


not. feeing through what I ftrove to hide. Why,;.~° 
‘Mr Booth, was you not more quick-lighted? | 
‘| will anfwer for you—your affections were more - 
‘happily difpofed to a much better woman shane : 
mytelf, whom you married foon afterwards. | [ 
fhould afk you for her, Mr Booth; I fhould have - 
afked you for her before; but 1 am-unworthy of. 
afking for her, or of calling her my acquaintance.’ 
neo Ropped her fhort, as the was running into 
D3 _ another 
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another fit of paffion, ‘and begged her to omit all 
former matters, and acquaint him with that part of 
her hiftory, to which he was an entire ftranger. 
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She then renewed her difcourfe as follows: * You 
know, Mr Booth, I foon afterwards left that town, 
upon the death of my grandmother, and return- 
ed home to my father’s houfe; where [ had not 
been long arrived before fome troops of dragoons 
came to quarter in the neighbourhood. Amon 
the officers, there was a cornet, whofe detelted 
name was Hebbers, a name I could {carce repeat, 
had [| not at the fame time the pleafure to refle® 
that he is now no more. My father, you know; 
who is a hearty well-wilher to the prefent govern- 
ment, ufled always to invite the officers to his 
houfe; fo did he thefe. Nor was it long before 
this cornet, in fo particular a manner recommend- 
ed himfelf to the poor old gentleman (I cannoe 
think of him without tears), that our houfe became 
his principal habitation; and he was rarely at his 
quarters, unlefs when his fuperior officers obliged 
him to be there. I fhall fay nothing of his perion, 
nor could that.be any recommendation to a mans 
it was fuch; however, as no woman could have 
made an objection to. Nature had certainly wrapt 
up her odious work in a moft beautiful covering, 
To fay the truth, he was the handfomeft man, 
except one only, that I ever faw——I affure you; 
I have feen a handfomer—but—well. He had 
befides al] the qualifications of a gentleman; was 
genteel, and extremely polite; fpoke French Well, 
and danced toa miracle; but what chiefly recom- 
mended him to my father, was his fkill in mutic; 
of which, you know, that dear man was the moft 
violent lover. I with he was not too fufceptible 
of flattery on that head; for 1 have heard Heb- 
bers often greatly commend my father’s perfor- 
mance, and have obierved, that the good man 
was wonderfully pleaied with fuch commendations, 
To fay the truth, it is the only way I can acs 
count for the extraordinary friend{hip which my 
‘ father 
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father conceived for this perfon ; fucha friendthip 
that he at laft became a part of our family. 
‘ This very circumftance, which, as I am con- 
vinced, ftrongly recommended him to my father, 
had the very contrary: effe& with me; | had never 
any delight in mufic,: and it was not without much 
difficulty I was prevailed on to learn to phay-on 
the harpfichord, in which I had made a very flen- 
der progrefs.- As this man, therefore, was fre- 
quently the occafion of my being importuned to 
play againf{ my will, I began to entertain. fome 
diflike for him on that account ; and as to his perfon, 
I affure you, | long continued. to look on it with 
Biase indifference. 

« How ftrange will the art: of this man appear to 


yuu prefently, who had fufficient addrefs to con- 


vert that very circumftance which Bad at firft-oce - 


cafioned my diflike, into. the firlt feeds of affection 


for him }- 


¢ You have often, I believe, head my filter Retty 
play on the harpfichord; fhe was indeed reputed the 
beft performer in the whole country. . 

« T was the fartheft in the world from egacding 


this perfection of hers with envy. In reality, pers 


haps, I defpifed all perfection of. this kind; at leaft 


as J had neither {kill nor ambition to excel this - 


way, ‘ looked upon it as a matter af mere indiffers 
ence. 


‘ Hebbers firft put. this eihislation in my head, . 


He took great pains to perfuade me, that I had 
much greater-abilities of the mufical kind than my 
fiter ; and that I mighe with the greatelt eafe, 
if I pleafed, excel her; offering me, at the fame 
time, his affiftance, if L would refolve t to Magenta 
it. 

¢ When he had fufficiently seaed a my sabinen, 


/ 


in which perhaps he found too little difficulty, the - 


continual praifes of my fifter, which before I had 
difregarded, ‘became more and more naufeous in 
my ears; and the rather as mufic being the favou- 
rite paffion of my father, I beeame appreheniive 
(not without frequent hints from Hebbers of tha 
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nature) that fhe might gain too great a preference 
in his favour. 

‘ To my harpfichord, thén,. I applied myfelf night 
and day, with fuch induftry and attention, that 
1 foon began to perform ina tolerable manner. I 
do not abfolutely fay I excelled my fifter; for many 
were of a different opinion ; but indeed there mi ighe 
be fome partiality in all that. 

‘ Hebbers, at leaft, declared himfelf on my fide; 
and nobody could doubt his judgment. He ailerts 
ed openly, that. 1 played in the. better manner of 
the two; and one day, when | was playing to him. 
alone, he affected to burft.into a rapture of admi« 
ration, and fqueezing me gently by the hand, faid, 


There, Madam, I now declare you excel your filter - 
‘as much in mufic as, added he, in a whifpering figh; 


you do ef and all the world, in: every other. 
charm. 
¢ No woman can bear any fuperiority in whatever - 


thing fhe defires to excel im. 1 now: began. to hate - 


all the admirers of my filter, to be uneafy at every 
commendation beftowed on: her fkil! in mufic, and : 
confequently to love Hebbers for the preference - 
which he gave to ming. 

‘ It was now that I began to furvey the hands . 


fome perfon of Hebbers with pleafure. And here, 


Mr Booth, I will betray to you the.grand fecret 
of our fex. Many women, f believe, do, with - 
great innocence, and even with great indifference, 
converfe with men. of the ficeft perfons; but this, 
] am confident, may be affirmed with truth, that, 
when once a woman comes to atk: this qnefion of: 
herfelf; is the man whom lf like for fome other 
reafon, handfome? her fate, and his too, very 
Rrongly depend on her anfwering in ,the afirimas 
tive. 
‘ Hebbers no fooner perceived that he had made arn 
impreffion on my heart, of which, I am fatished, 
I gave him teo undeiiable tokens, than he ail. ae 
ed, ona fudden, to fhun me in the mott apparent 
manner. He wore the moft melancholy air in iny 
preience, and, by his dejected looks and fighs,. 
* firinly 
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‘ firmly perfuaded me, that there was. fome’ fecret 
< forrow labouring in his bofom; nor will it be dif- 
‘ fitult for you to imagine to what caufe I imputed 
¢ it. : 7 

‘ Whilft [ was wifhing for his declaration of a 
* paflion, in which, I thought, I could not be, milta~ * 
* ken, and at the fame time, trembling, whenever we. 
¢ met, with the apprehenfion of this very declaration, 
‘ the widow Carey came from L.ondon to make us 
‘a vifit, intending to ftay the whole fummer at our 
* houfe. . . : 

* Thofe who know Mrs Carey, will fearce think 
* I do her an injury, in faying, fhe is far from being 
* handfome; and yet fhe is as finithed a cnquette as tf 
‘ fhe had the higheit beauty to fupport that charaéter, 
‘ But, perhaps, you have feen her: and if you have, 
* E am convinced you will readily fubfcribe to my 
* opinion.’ : 

Booth anfwered, he had not; and then fhe proceed 
ed as in the following chapter. 


C H:' A P.. VUtI. i 
The hiftory of Mifs Matthews continued. 


HIS young lady had not been three days 
with us, before Hebbers grew fo particular 
with her, that it was generally obferved; and my 
poor father, who, J believe, loved the cornet as 
if he had been his fon, began to jeft on the occa 
fion, as ane who would not be difpleafed at throw- 
ing a good jointure into the arms of his friend. 
© You will eafily guefs, Sir, the difpofition of my 
mind on this oecafion; but I was not permitted 
to fuffer long under it; for one day when Heb~ 
bers was alone with me, he took an opportunity 
of exprefling his abhorrence. at the thoughts of 
marrying for intereft, contrary to his inclinations. 
I was warm on the fubje&, and I believe, went fo 
far as to fay, that none but fools and villains did fo. 
He replied, with a figh, Yes, Madam, but what 
would you think of a man whofe heart is all 
* whue 
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‘ while bleedmg for another woman, to whom he 
* would willingly facrifice the world ; but becauté 
‘ he. mutt facrifice her intereft as well as his own, 
* never durft even give her a hint of that paflion | ; 
‘which was- preying: on_ his. very: vicals ? do you | 
* believe, Milfs’ Kanny, there is fuch a wretch on 
‘earth? I anfwered, with an affumed coldnels, E 
«did not believe there was. He then took me 
* gently by the hand, and with a Jook fo tender, 
*«-that I cannot defcribe it, vowed he was himfelE 
* that wretch. Then ftarting, as if confcious of an. 
‘-error committed, he cried with a faultering voice, . 
‘What am I faying?* pardon me, Mifs Fanny ; fince 
¢ [beg only your pity, I wilk never atk for more. 
* At thefe words, hearing my father coming up,. E: 
‘ betrayed: myfelf entirely, if; indeed, 1 had not: 
‘-done it before. I hafltly- withdrew my hand; 
‘ crying, Huth, for Heaven’s fake, my father is jutt 
*-coming in; my blufhes, my look, and my accent 
‘ telling him,. I fuppofe,.all. which he wifhed te. 
: ROW. 
‘ A few days now brought matters to an ecclairs- 

‘ ciflement between us; the being undeceived in- 
‘ what. bad given. me. fo much uneafinefs, gave me: 
‘ a pleafure too fweet to: be refifled Vo triumph 
‘-aver the widow; for whom«I had, .in a.very thort 
© time, contraed a moft inveterate hatred, was a 
¢ pride not to be defcribed. Hebbers appeared to 
me to be the caufe of all-this happinef. 1 dorbted 
* not but that he had the moft difinterelted pattion for 
*‘ me, and thonght him-every way worthy of its 
‘return. I did return it, and-accepted him as my 
© lover. 

‘He declared the seeantelapaeclentons of my 
* father's fu/picion,. though ! am cenvinced thefe 
‘ were caufeleis, had his defigns been honvurabie, 
‘ To blind thele, I confented that he thould carry 
“© on fham. addrefies to the vidow, who was now 
¢ a conttant jelt between us: and he pretended, 
« from time to time, to acquaint ‘att faithfully with 
** every thing that pafléd at his intervicws with her; 
* nor was this faithle{s woman .waating in her er. 
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¢ of ,the aecsie: She pecicd. herfelf to me al] the 


© while with a fhew of affeGion, and pretended -to 


© bave the utmolt triendithip for me. But fuch are 
‘. the friendthips of women!’ 

At this remark, Booth, though enough affected 
at fome parts of the Rory, had great difficulty to 
refrain trom laughter; but, by good luck, he efcuped 


being perceived; -and the Jady went on without in- | 


terruption - ‘ 


‘1 am come now‘to a part-ef my ‘narrative in 


-* which it is impoffible to be particular, without 
‘being tedious; -for..as to the commerce between 
* lovers, it is, . I: believe, much the fame in all cafes, 
“*-and there is, perhaps, {carce a fingle phrate that 
‘ hath not been repeated ten millions’ of times. 
-€ One thing, however, «as 1 ftrongly .remarked it 
then, fo I will.repeat it to you now. ‘In all our 
sconverfations, .in moments -when he fell into the 
warmeft raptures, and _ exprefled the .greateft’ un- 


.eafinefs at the delay of. his joys, he feldom men- 


a.day for that~ purpote. Indeed women cannot be: 


¢ 

¢ 

«€ 

a 

“© tioned the word marriage; and never ence folicited 
6 

“©. cautioned too much again{t fuch lovers: for tho’: 
4 


J have heard, and perhaps truly, of fome-of our jex 
-¢ of a virtue fo exalted, that it is proof again every 
~*. temptation; yet the generality, | am afraid, are 

* too muth in the power of a man to whom they 
“«, have owned -an affection. ‘What is called being 
“€ upon a good footing, is perhaps, being upon a very 
« dangerous ~-one;.and a woman who hath given her 
-* content.to marry, -can hardly be faid to. be fate till 
-¢ fhe is married. 

¢ And.-now, Sir, I haften to the-period of my ruin. 
‘¢ We had a wedding*in our family; my mufical 


fitter was married to a young fellow as mufical 


¢ 
‘*.as herfelf. Such.a match, you -may be fire, 
‘.amongit other feltivities, mutt have a ball. Oh! 
“.Mr Booth, thall modetty -fortid me to remark 
* to a what paft on that occafion? but why 
‘.do I ‘mention modelty, who have no pretenfions 
‘to it? every thing was faid, and. pradtifed, on 
t 


* that occafion, as if the purpofe had been to in-. 


* fame 


‘ 
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flame the mhind of every woman prefent.. That | 


effect, I freely own to you, it had with me. Mu- 
fic, dancing, wine, and the moft lufcious conver- 
fation, in which my poor dear- father innocently 


joined, raifed ideas in me of which I fhall for 


ever repent; and I wifhed (why: fhould I deny 
it?) that it had been my wedding, inltead of my 
fifter’s. 

« The villain Hebbers danced with me that night, 
and he loft no opportunity of improving the occa- 
fion. In fhort, the dreadful evening came. My 
father: though it was a very unufual thing with 
him,“ grew intoxicated with liquor ; moit of the 
men were in the fame condition; nay, I myfelf 
drank more than I was aecullomed to, enough to 
inflame, though not to diforder. I foft my former 
bed-fellow, my fifter, and,—you may, I think, 


-guefs the relt,—the villain found means to fteal to 


my chamber, and I was undone. 


- © Two months I paffed in this detefted commerce, 


buying, even then. my guilty, half-talted plea- 
fures at too dear a rate, with continual horror and 
apprehenfion : but what have | patd fince, what 


.do [ pay now, Mr Booth? O may my fate be.a 


warning to every woman to keep her innocence, 
to refit every temptation, fince fhe is certain to 
repent of the foolifh bargain May it be a warn- 
ing to her to deal with mankind with care and 
caution; to fhun the lealt approaches of dilho- 


-mour, and never to confide too much in the hone- 


{ity of a man, nor to her own ftrength, where fhe 
has fo much at ftake: let her remember fhe walks 
on a precipice, and the bottomlefs pit isto receive 
her, if the flips; nay, if fhe makes but one falfe 
ftep. 


- © T afk your pardon, Mr Booth, I might have 
fpared thefe exhortations, fince no woman hears’ 


me; bur yon will not wonder at feeng me affected 
oi this oceafion? 


Booth declared he was much more furprifed at her 


pens able 10 well to preierve her temper in recount- 
ing her ‘ttory. ; 
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¢.O Sir,? anfwered fhe, * Iam at length reconciled’ 
to my fate; and [I can now die with pleafure, 
fince [ die revenged. I am not one of thofe mean 
wretches who can fit down and lament-their mif- 
fortunes. If I ever fhed tears, they are the tears 
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of indignation—but I will proceed. 

* It was my fate now to folicit marriage; and f 
failed not ‘te do it in the moft earnett mauner. 
He anfwered me at firft with procraitjnations. de- 
.claring, from time to time, he would mention it 
to my father, and ftill excufing.himfeif for-not 
doing it. At laft he thought on an expedient to 
obtain a Jonger reprieve. ‘This. was by pretend- 


ing that he fhonld, in a very few we be pre-' 
ferred to the command of a troop; and then, he— 
faid he could with fome confidence propote the 
match. 


* In this delay I was perfuaded to acquiefce; and 


e 


was indeed pretty eafy; for I had not yet the leat © 


miftruft of his honour; but what words can paint 
my fenfations ! when one morning he came into my 
‘room, with all the marks of dejedion on his coun- 
Aenance, and throwing an open letter on the table, 
faid, There is news, Madam, in that letter, which I 
am unable to tell yous nor can it give you more 
concern than it hath given me. = _ 

‘ This letter was from his captain, to acquaint 
him, that the rout, as they call it, was arrived, and 


that they were to march within two days. And | 


this I am fince convinced was what he. expected, 


the pretence of delaying our marriage, 

« The fhock ‘which I felt at reading this was in- 
expreflible, occafioned indeed principally by the dee 
parture. of a villain whom I loved. However, [ foon 
acquired fufficient prefence of mind to remember 
the main point; and! now infifted peremptorily 
on his making me immediately his wite, whatever 
might bethe confequence. 

‘ He feemed thunderftruck at this propofal, being, 
I fuppofe, deftitute of any excufe: but I was too 


¢ impatient to wait for an an{wer, and cried out 
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dnftead of the preferment which had been pave 
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with much eagernefs, Sure you cannot hefitate a 
moment upon this matter—Helitate! Madam! re- 
plied he—what you atk is impoflible—is this a time 
for me to mention a thing of that kind to your fa- 
. ther?—My eyes were now opened all at once—I 

fell into a ra'ge little fhort of madnefs. Tell not 
me, I cried, of impoflibilities, nor times, nor of 
my father.—my honour, my reputation, my all. are 
at {tske. I will have no excufe, no delay—make 
me your wife this inftant, or I will proclaim you 
over the face of the whole earth for the greateft of 
villains. He an{wered, with a kind of fneer, 
What will you proclaim, Madam ?—whofe honour 
will you injure ?---My tongue faultered when I of- 
fered to reply, and I fell into a violent agony, 
which ended in a fit; nor do I remember any thing 
more that pailed, till I found myfelf in the arms of 
my poor adrighted father. 

* O, Mr Booth! what was then my fituation! [ 
* tremble even now from the reflecticn. I mutt 
‘ ttop a moment. I can gono farther.’ Booth at- 
tempted all in his power to foothe her; and fhe 
{oon recovered her powers, and proceeded in her flory. 
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C H A P. IX. 
In which Mifs Matthews concludes her relation. 


EFORE I had recovered my fenfes, I had 
fufficiently betrayed myfelf to the beft of men, 
who, initead of upbraiding me, or exerting any 
anger, endeavoured to comfort me all he could, 
with affurances that all fhould yet be well. This 


fations: | profirated myfelf before him, embra- 
ced and kiiled his knees, and almoft diilolved in 
tears, and a degree of tendernefs hardly to be con- 
ceived. But lam running into tgo minute de- 
-{criptions. 
‘ Hebbers feeing me in a fit, had left me, and 
fent one of the fervants to take care of me. He 
then ran away like a thief from the houfe, with- 
.£ out 
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goodnefs of his affected me with inexpreffible fen-- 
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| € out semiay his leave of my father, or once thank- 
* ing him for all his civilities. He did not ftop at 
‘ his quarters, but made directly for London, appre= 
‘ henfive, | believe, either of my father or brother’s — 
| ‘ refentment; for I am convinced he ‘is a coward. 
| © Indeed his fear of my brother was utterly ground. 
i © Jeffs; for I believe he would rather have thanked 
; +6 any man who had deftroyed me; and I am fure [ 
| © am not in the leaft behind-hand with him in good 
| © withes. 
| * All his {nveteracy to me had, however, no ef- 
; © fe& on my father, at leaft at that time; for 
| € though the good man took fufficient occafions to 
/ © peprimand me for my paft offence, he could not 
, © be broughtto abandon me. A treaty of marriage 
/ 6 was now fet on foot, in which my father himfelf 
| © offered me to Hebbers, with a fortune fuperior to 
« that which had been given to oy filter ; nor could 
| © all my brother’s remonitrances again{t it, as an act 
| © of the highelt injuttice, avail. 
: * Hebbers entered into the treaty, though not with 
- © much warmth. He had even the affurance to make 
* additional demarids on my father; which being com- 
* plied with, every thing was concluded, and the vil- 
« jain once more received into the houfe. He foon 
* found means to obtain my forgivenne(s of his former 
* behaviour ; indeed he convinced me, fo foolifhly 
« blind is female love, -that he had never been to 
| §& blame. 2 : 
| ‘ When every thing was ready for our nuptials, 
/ © and the day of the ceremony was to be appointed,. 
* in the midit of my happinefs, I received a letterfrom — 
« an unknown hand, acquainting me (guefs, Mr Booth, 
*« how I was fhocked at receiving it) that Mr Hebbers 
. was already married to a woman, ina diftant part 
, © of the kingdom. ; 
« 4 will not tire you with all that paft at our-next 
‘ imterview. I communicated the letter to Heb- 
* bers, who, after fome little hefitation, owned. the 
| © faéts and not only owned it, but had the addrefs 
‘ to improve it to his own advantage, to make. it 
* the means of fatisfying me concerning all his for- 
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mer delays; which, to fay the truth, J was not 
fo much difpleafed at imputing to any degree ef 
villainy, as [-fhould have been to impute it to the 
want of a fufficient warmth of affe@ion: and 
though the difappointment of aH my _ hopes, at 
the very inftant of their expeéted fruition, threw 
me into the molt violent diforders; yet. when I 
came a little to myfelf, he had no great diffvulty’ 
to perfuade me that in every inftanee, with regard 
to me, Hebbers had acted from no other motive 
than from the moft ardent and ungovernable love. 
And. there is, I believe, no crime which a woman 
will not forgive, when fhe can derive it from that 
fountain, In fhort, I forgave him all, and am 
willing to perfuade myfelf I am not weaker than 
the rett of my fex. Indeed, Mr Booth, he hath 
a bewitching tongue, and ts mafter of an addrefs 
that no woman could refift. I do affure you, the 
charms of his perfon are his leaft perfection, at leaft 
in my eyes,’ 

Here Booth fmiled, but happily without her perceiy- 


‘ A frefh difficulty (continued fhe) now arofe. 
This was to excufe the delay of the ceremony to 
my father, who every day very earneftly urged it. 
This made me {o very unea!y, that I at laft lifttened 
toa propofal, which if any one, in the days of 
my innocence, or even a few days before, had af- 
fured me I could have fubmitted tohave thonght 
of, I fhuuld have treated the feppcftion with the 
higheit contempt and indignation ; nay, I {carce re- 
fle& on it now with more horror than aftonifhment. 
In fhort, I agreed to run away. with him. To leave 
my father, my reputation, every thing which was 
or ought to have been dear to me, and to live 
with this villain as a miftrefs, fince I could not be 
his wife. 
‘ Was not this an obligation of the higheft and 
tendereft kind, and had 1 not reafon to expect 
every return in the man’s power on whom I had con- 
ferred it ? ae 
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‘ I will make fhort of the remainder of my Rory : 


for what is there of a woman worth relating, aftet 
what I have told you? 

‘ Above a year I liyed with this man in an obfcure 
court in London, during which time I had a child 


by him, whom Heaven, | thank it, hath been pleafgd 


to take to itfelf. ; 

¢ During many months he behaved to me with alk 
the apparent tendernefs, and even fondnefs imagi- 
nable; but alas! how poor was my enjoyment of 
this, compared to what it would have been in an- 
other{ituation! When he was prefent, life was bare- 
ly tolerable; but when he was abfent, nothing could 
equal the milery [ endured. I paficd my hours al- 
moft entirely alone: for no company, but what f[ 
defpifed, would confort with me. Abroad I f{carce 
ever went, left { fhould meet any of my former ac- 
quaintance; for their fight would have plungeda 
thoufand daggers in my foul. My only diverfion 
was going very feldom to a play, where I hid mytelf 
in the gallery, with a daughter of the woman of the 
houfe. A girl, indeed, of good fenfe, and many 
good qualities: but how much beneatl: me was it to 


be the companion of a creature fo low! O heavens! — 


when I have feen my equals glittering in a fide- box, 
how have the thoughts of my lo& honour torn my 
foul!’ 

* Pardon me, dear Madan,’ cries Booth, *¢ for in- 
terrupting you; but { am under the utmoft anxiety 
to know what became of your poor father, tor whom 
I have fo great a refpect, and who, I am convinced, 
muit fo bitterly feel your lofs.’ | 

‘ O Mr Booth,’ anfwered fhe, * he was fcarce 
ever out of my thoughts. His dear tmage [till ob- 


truded itfelf into my mind, and~I believe would ' 


have broken-my heart, had I not taken a very 
prepoiterous way to eafe myfelf. [am indeed al- 
molt afhamed to tell you; but neceffity put it in 
my head.——Y ou will think the matter too trifling 
to have been remembered, and fo it furely was, 
nor fhould I have remembered it on any other oc. 
cafion. You mult know then, Sir, that my ii 
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ther was always my inveterate enemy, and altogether 
as fond of my filter. He once prevailed with my 
father to let him take my fitter with him in the cha- 
riot, and by that means I was difappointed of going 
to a ball which I had fet my heart on. The difap- 


pointment, I aifure you, was great at the time; but. 
‘Thad leng fince forgotten it. I muft have beena 


very bad woman, if [ had not; for it was the only 
thing in which I can remember that my father ever 
difobliged me. However, 1 now revived this in my 
mind, which I artificially worked up into fo high an 
injury, that I ailure you it afforded me no little 
comfort. When any tender idea intruded into my 
bofom, I immediately raifed this phantom of an in- 
jury in my imagination, and it confiderably Icflened 
the fury of that forrow which | fhould have other- 
wife felt for the lofs of fo good a father; who 
died within a few months of my departure from 
him. 
‘« And now, Sir, to draw to a conclufion. One 
night as I was in the gallery at Drury-Lane play- 
houfe, I faw below me, in a fide-box (fhe was 
once below me in every place) that widow whom I 
mentioned to you before——.I had fcarce caft my 
eyes on this woman, before I was fo thocked with 
the fight, that 1t almoft deprived me of my fenfes 5 
for the villain Hebbers came prefently in, and feated 
himfelf behind her. 
‘« He had been almolt a month from me, and I 
believed him to be at his quarters in Yorkfhire. 
Guefs what were my fenfations, when I beheld him 
fitting by that bafe woman, and talking to her 
with the wtmoft familiarity. 1 could not long 
endure this fight; and having acquainted my 
companion that | was taken fuddenly ill, I forced 
her to go home with me at the end of the fecond 
act. ‘ 
‘ After a reftlefs and fleeplefs night, when I rofe 
the next morning | had the comfort to receive a 
vifit from the woman of the houfe, who, after a 
very fhort introduction, afked me when I had 
. * heard 
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heard from the captain, and when I erpeced to 
fee him? [ had not ftrength or fpirits to make 
her any anfwer; and {fhe proceeded thus: Indeed 
I did not think the captain would have ufed me 
fo.. My hufband was an officer of the army, as 
well as himielf: and if a body is a little low in 
the world, { am fure that is no reafon for folks to 
trample on-a body. I defy the world to fay as I 
ever was guilty of an ill thing. For -Heaven’s 
fake, Madam, fays I, what do you mean? Mean! 
cries fhe, 1 am fure if J] had not thought you had 
been Captain Hebbers’s lady, his lawful lady too, 
you fhould never have fet footing in my houfe. 
1 would have Captain Hebbers know, that though 
I am reduced to let: lodgings, | never have en+ — 
tertained any but perfons of charaéter.--—In this 
manner, Sir, fhe ran on, faying many fhocking 
things not worth repeating,>till my anger at lait 
got the better-of my patience as well as my forrow, 
and | pufhed her out of the room. 
‘ She had not been long gone before her daugh- 
ter came to. me, and after many exprefuons of 
tendernefs and pity acquainted me, that her mo- 
ther had juit found out, by means of the captain’s 
fervant, that the captain was married to another 
lady; which if you did nat know before, Madam, 
faid the, lam forry to be the meffenger of fuch ill 
news. 
©* Think, Mr Booth, what I muft have endured 
to: fee myfelf humbled before fuch a creature as” 
this, the daughter of a woman who lets lodg- 
ings! however, having recollected myfelf a litle, 
I thought it would be in vain to deny any thing; 
fo knowing this to be one of the beii-natured, 
and moit fenfible girls in the world, I refolved to 
tell her my whole ftory, and for the future to 
make her my confidant. 1 anfwered her, there- 
fore, with a good deal of aflurance, that fhe need 
not regret telling me this piece of if] news, for I 
had known it before I came to her houfe. 
‘ Pardon me, Madam, replied the girl, you can- 
not polbly have known it fo Jong : for he hath 
‘ not 
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not been married above a week: laft night was the 
firft time of his appearing,in public with his wife at 


the play. Indeed, I knew very well the caufe of | 


your uneafinefs there; but would not mention— 

‘ His wife at the play ! ! an{wered | eagerly: what 
wife ! whom do you mean? 

‘I mean the widow Carey, Madam, replied fhe, 
to whom the captain was married a few days fince. 


¢ His fervant was here Jaft night to pay for your 
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lodging ; and he told it my mother. 

‘| know not what anfwer I made, or whether [ 
mitde any; | prefently fell dead on the floor, and 
it was with great difficulty 1 was brought back to 


Jife by the poor girl: for neither the mother, nor 


the maid of the houie, would lend me any ailiftance, 
both feeming to regard me rather as a monfter than 
a woman, 

© Scarce had I recovered the ufe of my fenfes, when: - 
I reccived a letter from the villain, declaring. he 
had not affurance to fee my face, and very kindly 
advifing me to endeavour to reconcile myfelf to my 
family; concluding with an offer, in cafe I did not 
fucceed, to allow me twenty pounds a-year to fup- 
port me in fome remote part of the kingdom. 

‘ | need not mention my indignation at thefe pro- 
pofals. In the higheft agony of rage, { went in 
a chair to the detefted houfe, where J eafily got 
accefs to the wretch I had devoted to de(trudction, 
whom I no fooner found within my reach, than [ 
plunged a drawn penknife, which I had prepared 
in my pocket for the purpofe, into his accurfed 
heart. For this fat I was immediatly feized, and 
foon after committed hither; and for this fa&t I am 
ready to die, and fhall, with pleafure, receive the 
fentence of the law.’ 

‘ Thus, Sir, faid fhe, * I have related to you my 
unhappy ftory; and if I have tired your patience, 
by oe too long on thofe parts which affected 
me the molt, I afk your pardon.’ 

Booth made a proper fpeech on this occafion, 


and having exprefled much concern at her prefent 


fitua- 


| 
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fituation, concluded, that he hoped her fentence would 
be milder than fhe feemed to expect. | | 
Her reply to this was full of fo much bitternefs 
and indignation, that we do not think proper to re- 
cord the fpeech at length; in which, having vented 
her paffion,. fhe aJl at once put ona ferene counte- 
nance, and with an air of great complacency, faid, 
« Well, Mr Booth, I think I have now a right to 
¢ fatisfy my curiofity, at the expence of your breath. 
I may fay it is not altogether a vain curiofity; for 
perhaps I have had inclination enough to intereft 
myfelf in whatever concerns you:—but no matter 
for that—thofe days (added he witha figh) are 
now over.’ — 
Booth, who was extremely good-natured and well 
bred, told her that fhe fhould not command hing 
twice whatever was in his power; and then, after the 
ufual apology, was going to begin his hiftory, when 
the keeper arrived and acquainted the lady that dine 
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_ waer was ready, at the fame time faying, * I fuppofe, 


¢ Madam, as the gentleman is an acquaintance of 
¢ yours, he muft dine with us too.’ | 

Mifs Matthews told the keeper that fhe had only 
one word to mention in private to the gentleman, 
and that thén they would both attend him. She 
then pulled her purfe from her pocket, mn which _ 
were upwards of twenty guineas, being the remain- 
der of the money for which fhe had fold a gold re- 
peating watch, her father’s prefent, with fome other 
trinkets, and defired Mr Booth to take what he 
fhould have occafion for; faying, ‘ You know, 
* I believe, dear Will, I never valued money ; and 
‘ now I am fure I fhall have very little ufe for it.” 
Booth, with much difficulty, accepted of two gui- 
neas; and then they both together attended the 
keeper. 


CHAP, 
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C HAP X. 
Table-talk, confifting of a facetious difcourfe that pafed 
in the prifon. 
HERE were affembled at the table the go- 
vernor of thefe (not improperly called infer- 
nal) regions ; the lieutenant-governor, vulgarly 
named the firft turnkey; Milfs Matthews, Mr Booth, 
Mr Robinfen the gambler, feveral other prifoners of 
both fexes, and one Murphy an attorney. 

The governor took the -firt opportunity to bring 
the affair of Mifs Matthews upon the carpet, and 
then turning to Mr Murphy, he faid, ¢ It ts very lucky 
* this gentleman happens to be prefent; 1 do aflure 
¢ you, Madam, your caufe cannot be in abler hands. 
{£ Hels, I believe, the beft man in England at a de- 
‘ fence; I have known him often fucceed againit the 
“< molt pofitive evidence.’ 


‘ Fy, Sir,” anfwered Murphy, * you know I hate 


© all this; but if the lady will truft me with her 
* caufe, | ‘will do the beft in my power. Come, Ma- 
‘ dam, do not be difcouraged; a bit of piesa ee 
‘© ter and cold iron, I hope, will be the wortt: 

‘ perhaps we may come oif better, with a flice of 
¢ chance- -medley, or fe defendendo.’ 
. © | am very ignorant of the law, Sir,’ cries the 
lady. 
‘ Yes, Madam,’ anfwered Murphy, ‘ it cannot 
be expected you fhould underitand it. There are 
very few of us who profeis it, that underftand the 
whole; nor is it neceflary we fhould. There isa 
greal deal of rubbith of little ufe about indi@ments 
and abatements, and bars, and ejectments, and 
trovers, and fuch ftuff, with which people cram 
their heads to little purpote. The chapter of evi« 
dence is the main bufinefs; that is the fheet- anchor, 
that is‘the rudder, which brings the veffel fafe iz 
* portum. Evidence is indeed the whole, the /usma 
* totidis, for de non apparentibus et non exifientibus 
© eandem eft ratie.’ ” 
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‘ If you addrefs yourfelf to me, Sir,’ faid the lady, 
you are much too learned, I affure you, for my un- 
derftanding.’* 

‘ Tace, Madam,’ anfwered Murphy, © is atin 
* for a candle: 1 commend your prudence. I fhall 
know the particulars of your cafe when we are 
alone.’ ; : 
‘ I hope the lady,’ faid Robinfon, ‘- hath no fufpi- - 
* cion of any perfon here. I hope we are all perfons 
of honour at this table.’ 

¢ D—n my eyes!’ anfwered a well-drefled woman, 
I can aniwer for myfelf and the other ladies; 
though I never faw the lady in my life, fhe need 
not be fhy of us, d—n my eyes! 1 {corn to rap * 
againit any lady.’ 

¢ D—n me, Madam! cried another female, ‘ I 
honour what you have done. I once put a knife 
into a cull mylelf—-to my fervice to you, Madam; 
and ‘I wilh you may come off with /e difidendo with 
all my heart.’ 

a | beg, good woman,’-faid Mifs Matthews, ‘ you 
* would talk on fome other fuljed, and give yourfelf 
* no concern about my affairs.’ 

* You fee, Ladies,’ cried Murphy, ‘ the gentlewo- 
man doth not care to talk on this matter before 
company; fo pray do not prefs her.’ 

‘ Nay, I value the lady’s acquaintance no more 
* than the values mine,’ cries the firft’ woman who 
fpoke———‘ I have kept as good company as the lady, 
‘.I believe, every day in the week. Good woman! 
¢ I do not ufe to be fo treated—If the lady fays tuch 
* another word to me, d—n me, I will darken her 
‘ day-lights. Marry come up, good woman !—the 
‘ Jady’s a whore as well as mylelf; and though [ am 
® fent hither to mill doll, d—n my eyes, t have mo- 
‘ mey enough to buy it off as well as the lady 
* herfelf.’ 

Adtion might perhaps foon have enfued ‘this 
fpeech, had not the keeper interpofed his authority, 
and put an end to any further difpute. Soon after’ 
which, the company breke up; and none but him- 
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* A can word, meaning to fwear, or rather to perjure yourtelf. 
F elf, 
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felf, Mr Murphy, Captain Booth, and Mifs Mat- 


thews remained together. . a 


Mifs Matthews then, at the entreaty of the keeper, 


began to open her cafe to Mr Murphy, whom fhe 
admitted to be her folicitor, though fhe ftill declared 
fhe was indifferent as to the event of the trial. 


Mr Murphy having heard all the particulars with 


which the reader is already acquainted (as far as 
daa to the murder) fhook his head, and faid, 
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‘ There is but one circumftance, Madam, which I 
with was out of the cafe; and that we mult put 
out of it: I mean the carrying the penknife drawn 
into the room with you; for that feems to imply 
malice prepenfive, as we call it in the law: this 
circuinttance, therefore, mult not appear againtt 
you: and if the fervant who was in the room ob§ 
ferved this, he mu be bought off at all hazards. 
All bere, you fay, are frienc’*; therefore I tell you 


openly, you mutt furntth me with money fufficient 


for this purpofe. Malice is all we have to guard 
againtt.’ 
* T would not prefume, Sir,’ cries Booth, ¢ to in- 
form you in the law; but | have heard, in cate of 
ftabbing, a man may be indiéted upon the fta- 
tute 5 and it is capital, though no malice ap- 
Pee 

* You fay true, Sir,’ anfwered Murphy, ‘ a man 


- 


may be indiéted contra formam fiatutis: and that 


method, [ allow you, requires no malice; I pre- 
fume you are a lawyer, Sir?? 


* No, indeed, Sir;? anfwered Booth, ¢ I know N0-. 


thing of the law? 


‘ Then, Sir, [ will tell you—If a man be indiéted 


contra formam ftatutis, as we fay, no malice is ne- 
ceflary; becaufe the torm of the ftatute makes ma- 
lice; and then what we have to guard againft is, ha- 
ving ftruck the firft blow.—Pox on’t, it is unlucky 


this was dane in a room—lIf it had been in the- 


ftreet, we could have had five or fix witnetles to 
have proved the firft blow, cheaper than I am.-afraid 
we fhall get this one; for when a man knows, from 


the unhappy circumftances of the cafe, that you 


2 ‘ can, 
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‘can procure no other witnefs but himfelf, he is al- 
ways dear. It is fo in all other ways of bufine(s 
———I am very implicit, you fee; but we are all 
among friends. The fafeft way is to furnifh me 
with meney enough to offer him a good round fum | 
at once; and, I think, (it is for your good I fpeak), _ 
fifty pounds is the leaft that can be offered him.— 
I do aflure you, I would offer him no lels, was it 
my own cafe.’ | 
« And do you think, Sir,’ faid fhe, ‘that I would 
fave my life at the expence of hiring another tu 
perjure himielf ?? oO 

« Ay, furely do I,’ cries Murphy, * for where is 


‘the tault, admitting there is fome fault in perjury, 


as you call it? and to be fure, it is fuch a matter, 
as every man would rather with to avoid than not ; 
and yet, as it may be managed, there is not fo much 
as fome people are apt to imagine in it; for he 
need not kils the boek, and then, pray, where is the © 
perjury? but if the crier is fharper than ordinary, 
what is it he kifles? is it any thinp but a bit of 
calves-fkin? I am fure a man muft be a very bad 
Chriflian himfelf, who would not do fo much as 
that to fave the life of any Chriftian whatever, much 
more of fo pretty a lady—Indeed, Madan, if we 
can make out but a tolerable cafe, fo much beauty 
will goa great way with the judge and the jury 

too.’ | 
The latter part of this fpeeeh, notwithftanding the 


" mouth it came from, caufed Mifs Matthews to fup-. 


prefs much of the indignatton which began to arife 
at the former; and fhe anfwered, with a finile, ‘ Sir, 
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you are a great cafuift in thefe matters; but we 
need argue no jonger concerning them; for if fifty 
pounds would fave my life, I affure you, | could not 
command that fum. T-he littl money I have in 
my pocket is all I can call my own; and, I appre- 
hend, in the fituation J amin, I fhall have very 
jittle of that to fpare.’ 

‘ Come, come, Madam,’ cries Murphy, ‘¢ life is 
{weet, let me tell you, and never fweeter than 
when we are gear loting it. I have known many a 
Vou. X. F | ‘ man 
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¢‘ man very brave and undaunted at his firft commit- 
* ment, who, when bufinefs began to thicken a little 
< upon him, hath changed his note.—It is no time 
* to be faving in your condition.’ 

The keeper, who, after the liberality of Mifs Mat- 

thews, and on fecing a purfe of guineasin her hand, 
had conceived a great opinion of her wealth, no fooner 
heard that the fum, which he had in intention entire- 
ly confilcated for his own ufe, was attempted te be 
broke in upon, than he thought it high time to be 
upon his guard. * To be fure,’ cries he, *‘ Mr Murphy, 
« lifcis fweet, as you fay; that mult be acknowledged ; 
to be fure life is {weet ; but {weet as it is, no perions 
can advance more than they are worth to fave its 
And indeed, if the lady can command no more 
money than that little fhe mentions, the is to be 
commended for her unwillinguefs to part with any 
of it ; for, to be fure, as fhe fays, fhe will want every 
farthing of that, to live like a gentlewoman tiJl fhe 
comes to her trial. And, to be fure, as {weet as 
life is, people ought to take cane to be able to live 
fweetly while they do live: befides, 1 cannot help 
faying, the lady fhews herfelf to be what fhe is, by. 
her abhorrence of perjury, which 1s certainly a very 
dreadtul crime. And, though the not killing the 
book, doth, as you fay, make a great deal of ditfe- 
rence; and, if a man had a great while to live and 
repent, perhaps he might {wallow it well enough ; 
yet when pecple comes to be near their end, (as 
who can venture to foretell what will be the lady’s 
cafe!) they onght to take care not to over-burden 
their confcience. I hope the lady’s cate will not 
be found murder ;. for I am fure | always with well 
to all ny prifoners, who thew themielves to be 
gentlemen, or gentkewomen; yet one fhould aes 
fear the worilt.’ 
‘ indeed, Sir, you fpeak Ike an oracle,’ anierta 
the l:dy; ‘ and one fubornation of perjury would fir 
‘ heavier on wy centcience, than twenty fuch mur- 
© ders as Lum guilty of! 

‘ jxay, to be fure, Madam,’ anfwered the keeper, 
* nobody can pretend to tell what provocation you 
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¢ muft have had ; and certainly it:can never be ima- 
* gined, that a lady who behaves herfelf fo hand- 
‘ fomely as you have done ever fince you have been 
¢ under my keys, fhould be guilty of killing a man 
« without being very highly provoked to it.’ 

Mr Murphy was, I believe, going to anfwer, when 
he was called out of the room ; after which, nothing 
paifed between the remaining perfons worth relating, 
till Booth and the lady retired back again into the la- 
dy’s apartment. ; 

Here they fell immediately to commenting on the 
foreguing difcourfe ; but as their comments were, I 
believe, the fame with what moft readers have made 
on the fame occafion, we fhall omit them. At laft 
Mifs Matthews reminding her companion of his pro-: 
mife of relating to her what had befallen him fince the 
interruption of their former acquaintance, he began, 
as is written in the next book of this hiftory, 
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In which Captain Booth begins to relate his biffory. 


and the lady lett alone, he proceeded as fol- - 


T= peeabile being removed, and Mr Booth 


a na 8 a 


Or ee ec Se i a aa 9 


lows : 


‘ Since you defire, Madam, to know the particulars . 


of my courtfhip to that beft and deareft of women,’ 
whom I afterwards married ; [ will endeavour to re- 
collect them as well as I es at leaft all thofe incte 
dents which are molt worth relating to you. 
‘if the vulgar opinion of the fatality in marriage 
had ever any foundation, it furely appeared in my 
marriage with my Amelia. I knew her in the firft 
dawn of her beauty; and, I _believe, Madam, fhe 
had as much as ever fell to the fhare of a woman; 
but though I always admired her, it was long 
without apy fpark of love. Perhaps the generak 
admiration which at that time purfued her, the re- 
fpect paid her by perfons of the highelt rank, and 
the numberlefs addreffes which were made her by 
men cf great fortune, prevented my afpiring at the 
poti-ffion of thofe charms, which feemed fo abfor 
lutely out of my reach. However it was, I affure 
you, the accident which deprived her of the admi- 
ration of others, made the firft great imprefion on 
my heart in her favour. The injury done to her 
beauty by the overturning of a chaife, by which, 
‘ as 
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as you may well remember, her lovely nofe was, 
bear all to pieces, gave me an affurance that the’ 
woman who had been fo much adored for the 
charms of her perfon, deferved a much higher 
*« adoration to be paid to her mind; for that fhe was 
* in the latter refpe& infinitely more fuperior to the 
¢ reft of her fex, than fhe had ever been in the former.” 

¢ [ admire your tafte extremely,’ cried the lady. ‘I 
* remember perfectly well the great heroifm with 
* which your Amelia bore that misfortune,’ 

“ Good Heavens! Madam,’ anfwered he; © what 2, 
« magnanimity of mind did her behavour demon- 
* ftraie! If the world have extolled. the firmnefs of 
* foul in a man who ean fupport the lofs of fortunes 
« of a general who can be compofed after the lofs of 
‘ a victory; or of a king, who- can be contented 
*« with the lofs ef a crown; with what. aftonifhment 
* ought we to behold,. with what praifes to honour # 
* young lady, who can, with patience and refignation, 
* fubmit to the tofs of exquifite beauty, in other - 
« words, to-the lofs of fortune, power, glory; every 
* thing which human nature is apt te court and re- 

€ joice in! what mult be the mind, which can bear to 
‘* be deprived of ali thofe ina moment, and by an 
‘ unfortunate trifling accident; which could fuppore 
¢ all this, together with the molt exquifite torments of 
* body, and with dignity, with refignation,. without 
‘ complaining, almoft without a tear, undergo the 
* moft painful and dreadful ‘operations of furgery in 
* fuch a fituation !? Here he ftopt, anda torrent of 
tears guifted from his eyes; fuch tears as are apt to 
flow from a truly noble heart, atthe hearing of any 
thing furprifingly great and glorious. As foon as he — 
was able he again proceeded thus: 

‘ Would you think, Mifs Matthews, that the mif- 
* fortune of my Amelia was capable of any aggra- 
vation! I aflure you, fhe hath often told me it was. 
aggravated with a circumftance which outweighed 
all the other ingredients. This was the cruel iniulis 
fhe received from. fome of her molt intimate ac- 
quaintance, feveral of whom, after many diltur- 
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* tions and grimaces, have turned their heads afide, 
unable to fupport their fecret triumph, and burft 
into a loud laugh in her hearing.” 

* Good Heavens !” cried Mifs Matthews, ‘ what de- 
teltable actions will this contemptible paflion of envy 
prevail on our fex to commit !” 
¢ An occafion of this kind, as fhe hath fince told 
me, made the firft imopreffion on her gentle heart in 
my favour. I was one day in company with feveral 
young ladies, or rather young devils, where poor 
Amelta’s accident was the fubje&t of much mirth 
and pleafantry. One of thefe faid, fhe hoped Mifs 
would not hold her head fo high for the future. — 
Another anfwered, | do not know, Madam, what 
fhe may do with her head, but I am eonvinced the 
will never more turn up her nofe at her betters 
Another cried, What a very proper match might 
now be made between Amelia and a certain cap- 
tain, who had unfortunately received an injury im 
the fame part, though frem no fhameful caufe. 
Many other farcafms were thrown out, very unwor- 
thy to be repeated. [ was hurt with perceiving fo 
much malice-in human fhape, and cried out very 
bluntly, Indeed, Ladies, you need not exprefs fuch 
fatisfaction at poor Mifs Kmily’s accident: for the 
will {till be the handfomelt woman in England. 
This fpeech of mine was afterwards aol) re- 
peated by fome to my honour, and by others repre- 
jented in a contrary light ; indeed it was often re- 
‘ported to be muck ruder than it was. However, ik 
at length reached Amelia’s ears. She fain fhe was 
very much obliged to me; fince | could have fo 
much compafiion for her as to be rude to a lady on 
her account. 

« About a month after this accident, when Amelia 
began to fee company, in a matk, I had the honour 
to drink tea with thers. We were alone together, 
and { begged her to indulge my curiofity by thew- 
‘ing me her face. She antwered ina melt obliging 
‘ manner, ‘¢ Perhaps, Mr Booth, you will as lrtle 
*«< know me when my matk is off, as when it is on ;* 


‘ and at the fame infant unmatked.—-Lhe furgeon’s 
- | © tkill 
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{kill was the leat [ confidered. A thoufand tender 
ideas rufhed all at once on my mind. 1 was unable 
to contain myfelf, and eagerly kiffing her hand, [ 
cried— Upon my foul, Madam, you never appeared 
to. me fo lovely as at this inftanz.. Nothing more re- 
markable pafled at this vific; but I fincerely believe 
we were neither of us hereafter indifferent to each 
other. 
« Many months, however, paffed after this, before 
I ever thought ferioufly of making her my wife, 
Not that | wanted fufficient love for Amelia.. Indeed 
it arofe from the vatt affection I bore her. I conf 
dered my own as a defperate fortune, hers as en- 
tirely dependent on her mother, whe was a woman, 
you know, of violent paflions, and very unlikely 
to confent to a match fo highly contrary to the in- 


-tereft of her daughter. The more.I loved Ameiia, 


the more firmly | refolved within myfelf never to 
propofe love to her ferioufly. Such a dupe was my 
underitanding to my. heart; and fo foolifhly did £ 
imagine I could be matter of a flame to which E 
was every day adding fuel. 

© O Milfs Matthews! we have heard of men en- 
tirely matters of their paffions, and of hearts which 


Can carry this fire in them, and conceal it at their 


pleafure. Perhaps there may be foch; but if 
there are, thofe hearts may be compared, | be- 


‘Reve, to damps, in which it isemore difficult to 


keep fire ajive than to prevent its blazing: in 
mine, it was placed in the mid{ft of combuitible 
matter. : 

‘ After feveral vifis, im which looks and fighs 
had been interchanged on both fides, but without 
the leaft mention of pafon in private, one day 


the diicourfe between us; when alore, happened 


to turn on love; | fay happened, tor I proteft-it was 
not deligned on my fide, and | am as firmly con- 
vinced not on hers. I was now no longer malter of 
myfelf; I deckared myfelt the molt wretched of alk 
martyrs to this tender paflioh; that I had long coa- 
cealed it from its obje&. At length, after men- 
tioning many particulars, fupprefing, ae 
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thofe which muft have: neceffurily brought it home 
to Amelia, I concluded with begging her to be the 
confidant of my amour, and to give me her advice 
on that occafion. 

‘ Amelia, (O 1 fhall never forget the dear pertur- 
bation !) appeared all confufion at this inftant. She 
trembled, turned pale, and difcovered how well fhe 
underftood me, by a thoufand more fymptoms thah 
I could take notice of, in a ftate of mind fo very 
little different from her own, At laft, with faulter= 
ing accents, fhe faid, I had made a very ill choice 
of a counfellor, in a matter in which fhe was fo ig- 
norant Adding, at laft, 1 believe, Mr Booth, 
you gentlemen want very little advice in thefe affairs, 
which you all underitand better than we do. 

* [ will relate no more of our converfation at pre- 
feut; indeed I am atraid [ tire you with too many 
particulars. 

‘UO no,’ anfwered fhe, ¢ I fhould be glad to hear 
every ftep of an amour which had fo tender a be- 
ginning. Tell me every thing you faid or did, if 
you can remember it.’ 

He then proceeded, and fo will we in the next 


chapter. - 
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Mr Booth continues his flory. In this chapter there are 
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Jome paffages that may ferve a- a kind of touchfione, 
by which a young lady may examine the heart of ber 
lover. Iewould advife, ‘Merefore, that every lover be 
obliged to read it over in the prefence of his miftr eft, 
and that fhe carefully watch his emctions whie be-is 
reading. 


WAS under the utmoit concern,’ cries Booth,,. 
‘when [ retired from my vifit, and had reHe&ted 
coolly on what I had. I faid now faw plainly thae 
J had made downright love to Amelia; and | icarcdy 
fch was my vanity, that [ had already gone too 
far, and been too fuccefsful. Feared! do !{ fay, 
could | fcar what I hoped? bow thal) [ orien the 
anxiety of my mind!” 
“ ¥ou 
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« You need give yourfelf no great pain,’ cried Mifs 
Matthews, ‘ to defcribe what I can fo eafily guefs. 
To be honeft with you, Mr Booth, [ do not agree 
with your lady’s opinion, that the men have a fupe- 
rior uuderftanding in the matters ef love. Men are 


often, blind to the paffions of women; but every - 


6 
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« wonaan is as quick-fighted as a hawk on thefe occa- 
« fions; nor is there one article in the whole {cience 
* which is not underftood by all our fex.. 

« However, Madam,’ faid Mr Booth, ‘ I now un. 
dertook to deceive Amelia.. I abftained three days 
from feeing her-; to fay the truth, I endeavouréd to 
work myfelf up to a refolution of leaving her for 
ever; but when I could not fo far fubdue my paffion 
—But why dol talk nonfenfe of fubduing paffion ? 
I {bould rather fay, when no other paffion could fur- 
mount my love, I returned to vifit her, and now I at- 
tempted. the {trangelt project which ever entered into 
the filly head of a lover. This was to perinade A- 
melia that I was really in love in another place, and 
had literally exprefled my meaning, when | afked 
her advice; and defired her.to. be my confidant. 
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‘ [therefore forged a meeting to have been between. 


me and my imaginary miftrefs, fince I had la& 
feen Amelia, and related: the particulars as well as 
J could invent them, which had paffed at our con- 
verfation. — 

* Poor Amelia prefently fwallowed this bait; and, 
as fhe hath told me fince, abfolutely believed me to 
be in earneft. Poor dear love! how fhould the 
fincerelt of hearts have any idea of deceit? for with 
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woman in the world.’ 

‘ I¢ is highly generous and good in you,’ (faid Mifs 
Matthews, with a fly fneer).* to impute to honelty 
« what others would perhaps call credulity.’ 


« ] proteit, Madam,’ anfwered he, ‘ I do her no 


* more than juflice. A good heart will, at all times, 
« betray the beft head in the world. —— Well, Madam, 
« my angel was now, if poflible, more confufed than 
“before. She looked fo filly, you can hardly believe 
6 it,” 


‘ Yes, 


all her fimplicity, 1 affure you fhe is the moft fenfible - 


od 
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‘ Yes, yes, | can,’ anfwered the lady, with a laugh, 
€ T can believe it. Well, well, goon” ¢ After fome 
* hefitation,’ cried he, ‘ my Amelia faid faintly to me, 
-¢ Mr Booth, you ule me very tll; you defire me to be 
«© your confidant, and conceal from me the name of 
“* your miftrefs.’ 

‘ fy it poflible then, Madam, anfwered I, that you 
cannot guefs her, when I tell you fhe is one of your 
¢ acquaintance, and lives in this town?’ 

‘¢ My acquaintance?’ faid fhe, *‘ La! Mr Booth. 
« —In this town. I[—I—I thought I could have 
“¢ gueffed for once; but I have an ill talent that way. 
*¢ { will never attempt to guefs any thing again.” 
* Indeed I do her an injury when I pretend to repre- 
* fent her manner. Her manner. look, voice, every 
* thing was inimitable; fuch fweetnefs, foftnefs, in- 


* nocence, modetty ! Upon my foul, if ever mah 


© could boaft of his refolution, I think 1 might now, 

« that I abltained from falling proftrate at her feet, 
* and adoring her. Wlowever, [ triumphed ; pride, 
‘ [ believe, triumphed; or perhaps love got the bet 


~€ ter of love. We once more parted, and I promiied 


* the next time I faw her, to reveal the name of my 
¢ miftrefs. 

* } now had, I thought, gained a compleat victory 
‘ over myfelf; and no fmall compliments did | pay 
‘ to my own refolution. In fhort, | triumphed as 
* cowards and niggards do when they flatter them- 
* felves with having given fome fuppofed initance of 
* courage or generofity; and my triumph lafled as 
‘ Jong; that is to fay, till my afcendant paffion had a 
* proper opportunity of difplaying itielf in ts true 
‘ and natural colours. 

‘ Having hitherto fucceeded fo well in my own opi- 
© nion, and obtained this mighty felt-conqueft, I now. 
* entertained a defign of exerting the moft romantic 

‘ genecofity, and of curing that unhappy paflion 
¢ which | perceived [ had ratfed in Amelia. —~ 

‘ Among the ladies who had expreffed the greateft 
® fatisfaction at my Amelia's misfortune, Mifs Ofborne 
‘ had diltinguifhed herfelf in a very eminent degree ; 
* the was indeed the next in beauty to my angel, Days 


Chap. 2. AMELI A. 5% 


fhe had difputed the preference. and had fome a- 
mong her adinirers, who were biind ehougn to give 
it in her favour.’ 
‘ Well,’ cries the lady, £ I will allow you to call 
* them blind; but Mifs Offorne was a charming 
rl.’ 
* She certainly was handfome,’ anfwered he, ‘ aad 
a very confiderable.foriune; fo [ thought my Ame- 
lia would have little difficulty in believing me, when: 
I fixed on her as my miltrefs. And I concluded, that. 
my thus placing my affections on her known enemy, 
would be the fureft method of eradicating every ten- 
der idea with which I] had been ever honoured by 
Amelia. | 
© Well then, to Amelia I went; fhe received me 
with more than ufual coldnefs and rejerve; in 
which, to confefs the truth, there appeared to me. 
more of anger than indifference, and more of de- 
jection than of either. After fome fhort introdudtion,. 
I revived the difcourfe of my amour, and prefently 
mentioned Mifs Ofborne as~the lady whofe name I 
§ had concealed; adding, that the true reafon why I 
‘did not mention her before, was, that I appre- 
* hended there was fome little. diitance between them, 
* which L hoped to have the happinefs of accommo- 
‘ dating. 

*‘ Amelia anfwered with much gravity, ‘ If you. 
“ know, Sir, that there is any diltance between usy. 
“ IT fuppofe you know the reafon of that diftance; 
“ and then, | think, I could not have expected to 
“ be affronted by her name. JI would not have you 
“ think, Mr Booth, that J hate Miis Ofborne. No} 
* Heaven is my witnefs, l-defpiic her too much.—— 
* Indeed, when I reflect how much I loved the wo- 
man who hath treated me fo cruelly, I own it gives. 
me pain When I lay, as I then imagined, and 
as al] about me believed, upon my death-bed, in 
** all the agonies of pain and miiery, to become the 
* object oP ages to my -deareit friend. O Mr 
Baoth, it is a cruel refleGion! and could [ after. 
this have expected from you?----—but why not. 
* from you, to whom 1 am a perfon entirely ine 
© differeat, 
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«« different, if fuch a friend could treat me fo bar- 
« baroufly ?? 

‘ During the greateft part of this fpeech, the tears 
¢ ftreained from her bright eyes. [ could endure it 
‘no longer. I caught up the word indifferent, and 
© repeated it, faying, Do you think then, Madam, 
* that Mifs Emily is indifferent to me? 

*¢ Yes, furely, I do,’ anfwered fhe, *‘ I know I 
«am; indeed, why fhould I not be indifferent to 
ss you ”? 

‘ Have my eyes,’ faid I, * then, declared no» 
. ‘thing? 

' « O there is no need of your eyes,’ anfwered fhe. 
* Your tongue hath declared that you have fingled 
«© out of all womankind my greateit, | will fay, my 
« baileft enemy.——I own, | once thought that cha- 
*s racter would have been no recommendation to you. 
But why did [ think fo I was born to deceive 
e¢ myfeilf.’ 

‘ | then fell on my knees before her; and for 
‘ cing her hand, cried out, O my Amelia, I can 
‘ beat no longer. You are the only miftrefs of my 
‘ affections; you aré the deity I adore. in this ftyle 
¢ Iran on for above two or three minutes, what it 
‘ is impoflible to repeat, till a torrent of contending 
‘ pailions, together with the furprife, overpower- 
“ed her gentle fpirits,; and fhe fainted away in my 
‘ arms. 

‘ To deferibe my fenfation till the returned to her- 
¢ felf, isnotin my power.’-——* You need not,” cried 
Mifs Matthews.—* Oh! happy Amelia! why had [ 
* not been bleffed with fuch a paflon??——' Ll am 
* convinced, Madam,’ continued he, * you cannot 
* expect all the particulars of the tender fcene which 
‘ enfued. {[ was not enough in my fenfes to remem- 
‘ ber it all. Let it fuffice to fay, that that behaviour 
© with which Antelia, while ignorant of tts motive, 
* had been fo much difpleafed’ when fhe became fen- 
© fible of that motive, proved the ftronzett recommen: 
* dation to her favour ; and fhe was pleated to call ig 

* generous.’ 
| ‘ Genes 
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‘ Generous!’ repeated the lady, * and fo ft was 
« almoft beyond. the reach of humanity. I queltion 
¢ whether yeu ever had an equal.’ 

Perhaps the critical reader may have the fame 
doubt with Mifs Matthews; and, left he fhould, 
we will here make a gap in our hittory, to give 
him an opportunity of accurately confidering whe- 
ther this condu@ of Mr Booth was natural or no; 
and confequently, whether we have, in this place, 
Maintained or deviated from that ftri&t adherence to 
aniverfal truth which we profels above all other hi- 
dtorians. 


| C. H A P. 
The narrative eave More of ihe loucihone: 


OOTH made. a proper acknowledgment of 
Mifs Matthews’s civility, ‘and then renewed his 
Rory. 

‘ We were upon the. footing a; Jovers; and Ame- 
* lia threw off her referve more arf ¥ yore, till at length 
+ ' found all that return of my afiedtion, which the 
* tendereft lover can require. 

‘© My fituation would now have been a paradile; 
* had not my happinefs been interrupted with the 
« fame reflections | have already mentioned; had I 
* not, ‘in fhort, concluded, that I mu derive all my 
+ joys from the almott certain ruin of that dear crea- 
* ture to whom I| would owe them. 

¢ This thought haunted me night and day, till 
« J, at laft, grew unable to fupport it; I therefore 
? refolved, in the ftrongeft manner, to lay it before 
* Amelia. 

« One evening then, after the higheft nigledions of 
© the moft difinterefted love, in which Heaven:knows 
« my fincerity, | took an occafion to {peak to Amelia, 
© in the following manner: 

“ Too true it is, I am afraid, my deareft crea, 
«* ture, that the higheft human happinefs is imper, 
«© feét. How rich would be my cup, was it not fo, ' 
<* one poifonous drop which imbitters the whole 
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«'C Amelia, what muft be the confequence of my 
“< ever having the honour to call you mine !—You 
‘* know my fituation in life, and you know your 
‘© own: J have nothing more than the poor pro- 
* vifion of an enlign’s commiffion to depend on; 
«© your fole dependence ts on your mother; fhould 
““ any act of difobedience defeat your expectations, 
‘© how wretched mult your lot be with me! O 
«; Amelia, how ghaitly an object to my mind is the 
‘© apprehenfion of your difreis! can I bear to re 
“« fleét a moment on the certainty of your. forego- 
** ing all the conveniencies of life; on the poffi- 
“bility of your fuffering all its moft dreadful-in- | 
s¢ conveniencies ! what mult be my mifery then, to 
*© fee you in fuch a fituation, and to upbraid myielf 
‘se with being the accurfed caufe of bringing you to 
«it! Suppofe too, in fuch a feafon, | thould be 
© fummoned from you. Could | fubmit to fee you 
“«s encounter all the hazards, the fatigues of war, 
«‘ with me! you could not yourfelf, however wil- 
** ling, fupport them a fingle campaign. What 
*“ then, mutt I leave you to flarve alone, deprived 
** of the tendernefs of a hufband, deprived too of’ 
_ “ the tendernefs of the belt of mothers, through 
«* my means? a woman molt dear to me, for being 
«the parent, the nurfe, and the friend of my 
<< Amelia. But, O my fweet creature, carry 
‘* your thoughts a little farther. Think of the 
«« tendereft .confequences, the dearelt pledges: of 
** our love. Can I bear to think of entailing beg- 
*¢ gary on the pofterity of my Amelia? on our 
t¢ O Heavens! on our children ?—On the other fide, 
*© is it poffible even to mention the word—I will not, 
‘¢ muft not, cannot, cannot part with you.— What 
—s¢ mutt wedo, Amelia? itis now I fincerely afk your 
"8 advice:” ° : 

«© What advice can I give you,” faid the, ** in fuch 
‘ an aiternative? would to Heaven we had never 
met!’ . 

« Thefe words were accompanied with a figh, and 
€ a lock inexpreflibly tender, the tears at the fame 
* time overflowing all her lovely cheeks, I was 

* endea- 
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¢ endeavouring to reply, when I was interrupted by - 
* what foon put an end to the fcene. : 

¢ Our amour had already been buzzed all over 


« the town; and it came at la/t to the ears of Mrs 
© Harris: I had, indeed, obferved of late a great 


© alteration in that lady’s behaviour towards me, 


© whenever I vifited at the houfe; nor could I for 
‘a long time, before this evening, ever obtain a 
¢ private interview with Amelia; and now, it feems, 
¢ I owed it to her mother’s intention of overhear- 
‘ing all that pafled between us. 

« At the period then abovementioned, Mrs Harris 
¢ burit from the clofet, where fhe had hid herfelf, 
¢ and furprifed her daughter, reclining on my bofom 
¢ in all that tender forrow 1 have juit defcribed. f£ 
‘ will not attempt to paint the rage of the mother, 
© or the daughter’s confufion, or my own. ‘ Here 
“ are very fime doings, indeed,’ cries Mrs Harris; 
¢¢ you have made a noble ufe, Amelia, of my in- 
« dulgence, and the truft I repofed in you.---As for 
* you, Mr Booth, I will not aceufe you; you have 
“ ufed my child, as I ought to have espected; E 
« may thank myfelf for what hath happened.’ With 


~-€ much more of the fame kind, before fhe would 


© fuffer me to fpeak: but at laft, I obtained a hear- 
* img, and offered to excufe my poor Amelia, who 
* was ready to fink into the earth under the oppreffion 
‘of grief, by taking as much blame as | could 
¢ on myfelf. Mrs Harris anfwered, ‘ No, Sir, E 
« molt fay you are innocent in comparifon of hers 


_“ nay I can fay, I have heard you ufe difluafive 


,* arguments; and I promife you they are of weight. 
« } have, I thank Heaven, one dutiful child, and E 
s fhall henceforth think her my only one.” She 
‘ then forced the poor, trembling, fainting Amelia 


' © out of the room; which when fhe had done, fhe . 


‘ began very coolly to reafon with me on the folly, 
* as well as iniquity, which I had been guilty of; 
« and repeated to me almoft every word I had before 
‘ urged to her daughter. In fine, the at l4f obtained 
* of mea promife that I would foon go to my regi- | 
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ment, and fubmit to any mifery, rather than that 
of being the ruin of Amelia.’ : 

‘I now for many days endured the greateft 
torments which the human mid is, I believe, 
capable of feeling: and I can honeltly fay, I tried 
all the means, and applied every argument which 
I could raife to cure me of my love. And to 
make thefe the more effectual, i fpent every night 
in walking. backwards and forwards in the fight 
of Mrs Harris’s houfe, where } never failed to find 
fome objeé or other, which raifed fome tender idex 
of my lovely Amelia, and almoft drove me to di- 
ftraGion.’ 

‘ And, don’t you think, Sir,’ faid Mifs: Matthews, 
you took a molt prepofterous method to cure your- 


© felf?’ 
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« Alas, Madam,’ anfwered he, ‘ you eannot fee i€ 
in amore abfurd light than I do; but thofe know 


Tictle of real love or grief, who do not know 


how much we deceive ourfelves when we pretend 
to aim at the cure of either. It is with thefe, as 
itis with fome diltempers of the body, nothing is © 
in the leaft agreeable to us but what ferves to 
heighten the difeafe. : | 
© At the end of a fortnight, when. I was driver 
almoft to the highett degree of defpair, and could 
contrive no method of conveying a letter tu 
Amelia, how was I furprifed when Mrs Harris’s 
fervant brought me a card, with an invitation 
from the mother herfelf, to drink tea that evening’ 
at her houte! | 
© You will eafily believe, Madam, that I did not 
fail fo agreeable an appointment: on my arrival; 
J was introduced into a large company of men and 
women, Mrs Harris and my Amelia being part of 
the compahy. 
¢ Amelia feemed in my eyes.to look more beau- 
tiful than ever, and behaved with all the gaiety 
imaginable. The old lady treated me with much 
civility; but the young lady took littke notice of 
me, and addrefled moft of her difcourfe to anos 
ther gentleman prefent. Indeed, fhe now es 
7 * then 
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¢ then gave me a look of no dilcouraging kind; and 
* I obferved her colour change more than once, 
‘ when her eyes met mine: circumftances which, 
‘ perhaps, ought to have afforded me fufficient com- 
‘.fort; but they could not allay the thoufand doubts 
‘ and fears with which I was alarmed: for my an- 
s xious thoughts fuggelted no lefs to me than that 
Amelia had made her peace with her mother at 
the pricc of abandoning me for ever, and of giving 
her ear to. fome other lover. Ail my prudence 
now vanifhed at once; and I would that intane 
have gladly run away with: Amelia, and have mare 
ried her without the leaft confideration of any con- 
fequenees. 

‘ With fuch thoughts I had tormented myfelf for. 
near two hours, till moft of the company had taken 
their leave. This I was myfelf incapable of doing ; 
nor do | know when } fhould have put an end to 
my vilit, had not Dr Harrifon taken me away almott 
by force, telliny me, in a whifper, that he had fome- 
thing to fay to me of great confequence You 
know the Doctor, Madam 3 
« Very well, Sir,’ arifwered Mifs Matthews, ‘ and 
one of the beft men in the world he is, and an ho- 
nuur to the facred order to which he belongs.’ 

‘ You will judge,’ replied Booth, ‘ by the fequel, 
whether [ have reafon to think him fo.’ -—— He thea 
proceeded as in the next chapter. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Lhe flory of Mr Booth continued: In this chapter tle 

. reader will perceive a glimpfe of the character of a 
very good divine, with Jone matters of a very tender 
hind. 


HE Doéor conducted me into his ftudy; and 
then, detiring me to fit down, began, as near 
‘as [ can remember, in thefe wetds, or at leaft to 
‘this purpofe : 
. You cannot imagine, young gentleman, that 
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“ your love for Mifs Emily is any fecret in this place; 
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« J] have known it fome time, and have been, I aflure 
“¢ you, very much your enemy in this affair.” 

‘ I anfwered, that I was very much obliged to him.’ 

‘© Why, fo you are,” replied he, * and fo perhaps 
« you will think yourfelf when you know all. rk 
«¢ went about a fortnight ago to Mrs Harris, to ac- 
<¢ quaint her with my apprehenfions on her daugh- 
** ter’s account: for though the matter was much 
«« talked of, I thought it might potlibly not have 
«s reached her ears. I will be very plam with you. 
«¢ TY advifed her to take all poffible care of the young 
«« lady, and even to fend her to fome place, where the 
“© might be etfectually kept out of your reach, while 
you remained in the town.’ 

‘ And do you think, Sir,’ faid I, * that this was 
* afting a kind part by me? or do you expect that I 
¢ fhould thank you on this occafion ?” 

‘© Young man,” an{wered he, ‘* I did not intend 
“‘ you any kindnefs; nor do { defire any of your 
‘* thanks. My intention was to preferve a worthy 
«* Jady from a young fellow of whom | had heard no 
“‘ good charaéer, and whom I imagined to have 2 
‘“* defign of ttealing a human creature for the fake of 
“< her fortune.” 

* It was very kind of you, indeed,’ an{wered L 
« entertain fuch an opinion of me.’ 

“| Why, Sir,” replied the Doétor, “ itis the opinion 
_ which, [ believe, moft of you young gentlemen of 
«“< the order of the rag deferve. I have known fome 
¢< inftances, and have heard of more, where fuch 
** young fellows have committed roppeny under the 
«* name of marriage.’ 

‘ ] was going to interrupt him with fome anger, 
« when he defired me to have a little patience, and 
« then informéd me, that he had vifited Mrs Harris, 
* with the above mentioned defign, the evening after 
© the difcovery | have related; that Mrs Harris, with- 
¢ out waiting for his information, had recounted to 
‘ him aH which had happened the evening before ; 
* and indeed fhe mult have an excellent memory, for 
‘ ] think fhe repeated every word I faid; and pare: 

* that 
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that fhe had confined her daughter to her chamber, 
where fhe kept her a clofe prifoner, and had not fee 
her fince. 

¢ — cannot exprefs, nor would modefty fuffer me 
if I could, all that now paffled. The Doctor tonk 


me by the hand, and burit forth into the warmelt - 


commendations of the fenfe and generofity which; 
he was pleafed to fay, difcovered themfelves in my 
fpeech. You know, Madam, his ftrong and: fingu- 
Jar way of exprefling himfelf on all occafions, e{pe+ 


cially when he is affected with any thing. Sir, faid 


he, if I knew half a dozen fuch inftances in the ar- 
my, the painter fhould put red liveries upon all the 
faints in my clofet. ' 

‘ From this inftant the Dedtor told me, he had be- 
come my triend and zealous advocate with Mrs Har 
ris, on whom he at laft prevailed, though not 
without the greateft difhculty, to confent to my 
marrying Amelia, upon condition that I fettled every 
penny which the mother fhould Jay down; and that 
fhe would retain a certain fum in her hands, which 
{he would at any time depofite for my advancement 
in the army. 


© You will, I Rope, Madam, concerve, that I made 
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no hefitation at thefe conditions ; nor need 1 mention. 


the joy which I felt on this occafion, or the acknow- 
ledgment.I patd the Doctor, who is indeed, as you 
fay, one of the beft of men. 

¢ The next morning I had permiffion to vifit Ame- 
lia, who received me in fuch a manner, that [ now 
concluded my happinefs to be complete. 


‘ Every thing: was now agreed on all fides, and. 


jawyers employed to prepare the writings, when am 
unexpected cloud arofe fuddenly in our ferene tky, 
and all our joys were ob{cured in a moment. 
‘ When matters were, as | apprehended, drawing 
near a conclufion, I received an exprefs that a fiiter, 
whom I tenderly loved, was feized with a violent 
fever, and earneftly defired me to come.to her. I 
immediately obeyed the fummons, and, as it was 
then about two in the morning, without ftaying even 
to take leave of Amelia, for whom I left_a fhort Ne 
Pa © jet, 
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« let, acquainting her with the reafon of my abe 
¢ fence. « . 

‘ The gentleman’s houfe where my filter then 
was, ftood at fifty miles diftance, and though I 
ied the utmoft expedition, the unmerciful- di- 
ftemper had, before my arrival, entirely deprived 
the. poor girl of her fenfes, as 1 foon after did of her 
life. 
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* tuous delight with which the approaching hour 
* of poffefling her filled my beart, could, for a while, 
‘allay my grief at the lois of my beloved Nancy, 
* Upon my foul I cannot yet mention her name withs 
* out tears. Never brother and fitter had, I believe,. 
‘a higher frrendthip for each other. Poor dear girl! 
‘ whilt {fat by her in her light-headed fits, fhe re- 
* peated fearce any other nage bot mine; and it 
‘ plainly appeared, that when her dear reafon was 
‘ ravilhed away from her, it had left my image on her 


* fancy, and that the la{t ufe fhe nad made of it was. . 


€ to think on me.—* Send for my dear Billy imme- 
_ © diately,’ the cried, ‘1 know he will come to me in a 
“moment. Will nobody fetch him to me? pray, 
« don’t kill_me before] fee him once more You 
~ © durft not ufe me fo if he was here.’ Every ac- 
‘cent {till rings in my ears——-Oh heavens! to hear 
‘ this, and at the fame time to fee the poor delirious 
* creature deriving the greateft horrors from my fight, 
* and miftaking me for a highwayman who had a 
* little before robbed her.—But I afk your pardon, 
* the fenfations I felt are known only from experience, 
‘and to you muit appear dull and infipid —At laf 
* fhe feemed for a moment to know me, and cried, 
** © heavens! my deareit brother!’ upon which fhe 
* fell into immediate convulfions, and died away in 
‘ my arms.’ 

Here Booth ftopped a moment, and wiped his eyes ; 
‘and Mifs Matthews, perhaps out of complaifance, 
wiped hers, 
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¢ Not all the love I bore Amelia, nor the tumul- 
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CHA P. VY. 
Containing Strange | revolutions of fortune. 


OOTH proceeded thus: 

‘ This lofs, perhaps, Madam, you will think 
had made me miferable enough ; but fortune did 
not think fo: fer, on the day when my Nancy’ 
was to be buried, a courier arrived from Dr 
Harrifon. with a Ietter, in whieh the Doctor ac- 
quainted me, that he was jult come from Mrs 
Harris, when he difpatched the exprefs; and ear-. 
neftly defired me to return the very inftant I re- 
ceived his letter, as I valued my Amelia. Though 
if the daughter, added he, fhould take after her 
mother (as moft of them do) “ will be, perhaps. 
wifer in you to {tay away. 
‘-1 prefently fent for the meflenger into my room, 
and with much difficulty extorted from him, that 
a great {quire in his coach and fix, was come to 
Mrs Harris’s, and that the whole town faid he 
was fhortly to be married to Amciia. 

‘ IT now foon perceived how much fuperior my love 
for Amelia was to every other paflion; poor Nancy’s 
tdea difappeared in a moment; I quitted the dear 
lifelefs corpfe, over which J had fthed a thoufand 
tears, left the care of the funeral to others, and 
potted, | may almoft fay flew, back to Amelia, and 
alighted at the doctor’s houfe, as he had defired me 
in-his letter. 

‘ The goed man prefently acquainted me with 
what had happened in my abfence. Mr Wincke 
worth had, it feems, arrived the very day of my 
departure with a grand equipage, and without 
delay had made fermal propofals to Mrs Harris; 
offering to fettle any part of his vaft eflate, in 
whatever manner fhe pleafed, on Amelia. Thefe 
propojals the old lady had, without any delibe- 
ration, accepted, and had infrfted, m the molt 
violent manner, on her daughter’s compliance, 
which Amelia had as peremptorily refuled to 
* give 5 infiting, on her part, on the confent yee 

‘ her 
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‘ her miother had before given to our marriage, in 

‘ which fhe was heartily feconded by the Doétor, who 
- © declared to her, as he now did to me, ‘ that we 
“* ought as much to be elteemed man and wife, as if 
** the ceremony had already paffed between us.” 

'€ Thefe, remontftrances, the Doctor told me, had 
* worked no effec&t on Mrs Harris, who ftill perfiited 
‘in her avowed trefolution of marrying her daughter 
* to Winckworth, whom the Doctor had likewife at- 
‘ tacked, telling him, that- he was paying his addrefles 
‘ to another man’s wife: but all to no purpofe ; the 

* young gentleman was too much in love to bearken 
‘ to any difluafives. 

_ + We now entered into 2 confultation what means 
*toemploy. The Doétor earneftly protefted- againt- 
_ © any violence to be offered to the perfon of Winck- 
© worth, which, I believe, I had ralhly threatened ¢ 

deckiring, that if I made any attempt of that kind, 
* he would for ever abandon my caufe. I made him | 
- © a folemn promife of forbearance. At laft, be de- 

* termined to pay another vifit to Mrs Harris, and if 
« he found her obdurate, he faid, he thought himfelf€ 
_* at liberty to join us together without any further 
‘ content of the mother; which every parent, he faid, 
¢ had a right to retufe, but not to retract when given, 
‘ unleis the party himielf, by fume conduct of his, 

rupeys a reafon. 

‘ The Duo&or having made his vifit with no better 
¢ fucceis than before, the matter now debated was; 
* how to get poffeflion of Amelia by ftratagem: for 
* fhe was now a clofer prifoner than ever, was her 
‘ mother’s bedfellow by night, and never out of hee 
© fight by day. 

‘ While we were deliberating on this point, 2 wines 
€ merchant of the town came to vifit the Doctor, to 
* inform him, that he had jult bottled off a hogthead 
* of excellent old port, of which he offcred to fpare 
* him a hamper, faying, That he was that day to fend 
© in twelve dozen to Mrs Harris, 

* The Doétor now fmiled at a conceit which came 
‘into his head; and, taking me afide, afked me, ! 
ae had lave. enough foe. the young ier ta venture 

‘ into 
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into the houfe ina hamper. I joyfully leaped at 
the propofal, to which the merchant, at the Doc- 
tor’s intercefion, confented: for I believe, Madam, 
you know the great authority which that worthy 
man had over the whole towh. TheeDodéor, more- 
over, promifed to procure a licence, and to perform 
the office for us at his own houfe, if I could find any 
means of conveying Amelia thither. 

‘ In this hamper, then, I was carried to the houfe, 
and depofited in the entry, where I had not vain 
long before I was again removed and packed up in 
a cart, in order to be fent five miles into the coun- 
try: for | heard the orders given as [ lay in the 
entry; and there | likewife heard, that Amelia ‘and 


- her mother were to follow me the next morning. 


*« I was unloaded from my cart, and fet down with 
the re(t of the lumber, in a great hall. Here I re- 
mained above three hours, impatiently waiting for 
the evening, when I determined to quit a pofture 
which was become very uneafy, and break my prifon; 
but Fortune contrived to releafe me fooner, by the 
following means: the houfe where I now was, had 
been left in the care of one maid-fervant. This 
faithful creature came into the hall, with the foot- 
man who had driven the cart. A fcene of the high- 
eft fondnefs having pafled between them, the fellow 
propofed, and the maid confented, to open the 
hamper and drink a bottle together, which, they- 
agreed, their miftrefs would hardly mifs in fuch a 
quantity. ‘Vhey prefently began to execute their 
purpofe. They opened the hamper, and to their 
great furprife difcovered the contents. 

‘ I took. an immediate advantage of the eaonetia: 
tion which appeared in the countenances of both 
the fervants, and -had fufficient prefence of mind to 
improve the knowledge of thofe fecrets to which I 
was privy. I told them, that it entirely depended on 
their behaviour to me whether their mifirels fhonld- 
ever be acquainted, either with what they had 
done, or with what they had intended to do: for 
that, if they would keep my fecret, [ would recipro- 
cally keep theirs. I then acquainted them with my 
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< purpofe of lying concealed in the houfe, 3 in order 
« to watch an opportunity of obtaining a private in- 
terview with Amelia. 
‘ In the fituation in which thefe two delinquents 
ftood, you may be aflured it was not difficult for 
me to teal up their lips. In flirt, they agreed to 
whatever I propofed. I lay that evening in my dear 
Amelia’s bed-chamber, and was in the morning 
conveyed into an old Jumber garret, where I was to 
wait till Amelia (whom the maid promifed, on her 
arrival, to inform of my place of concealment) 
could find loine opportunity of feeing me.’ 
© { atk pardon for interrupting you,’ cries Mifs 
Matthews, * but you bring to mp remembrance a 
* foolifh tory which | heard at that time, though ata 

“ great diitunce from you: that an officer had, in 
¢ confederacy with Mils Harris, broke open her mo- 
« ther’s cellar, and ftole away a great quantity of her 
‘ wine. I mention it only to {iew you what fort of 
* foundations moit ftories have.’ 

Booth told her he had heard fome fuch thing him- 
felf, and then continued his ftory as in the next 
eHpice 
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Containing many furprifing adventures. 


ERE,’ continued he, ‘ I remained the whole 
day, tn hopes of a happinefs, the expected ap- 
Broach of which gave me fuch a delight, that I 
woald not have exchanged my poor lodgings for 
the finelt palace in the univerfe. 
‘ A little after it was dark Mrs Harris arrived, to- 
gether with Amelia and her filter. I cannot exprefs 
how much my heart now began to flutter; for as 
my hopes every moment encreafed, ftrange fears, 
which I had not felt before, began now to intermingle 
with them. 
‘ When I had continued full two hours in thefe 
circumftances, I heard a woman’s ftep tripping 
up fleirs, which I fondly hoped was iny Amelia ; 
2 * but 
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but all on a fudden the: door flew open, and Nirs 
Harris herfelf appeared at it, with a countenance 
pale as death, her whole body trembling, 1 iuppofe 
with anger; fhe fell upon me in the moft bitter lan- 
guage. It is not neceflary to repeat what fhe faid, 
nor indeed can J, I was fo fhocked and eontoauded 
on this occafion. Ina word, the fcene ended with 
my departing without feeing ‘Amelia, 
« And pray,’ cries Mifs Matthews, ‘ how iappenca 


this unfortunate difcovery ?? 


Booth anfwered, * that the lady at fupper ordered: 
a bottle of wine, which neither mytfelf, faid he, 
nor the fervants had prefence of mind to provide, 
Being told there was none in the houie, though 
fhe bad been before informed that the things came 
all fafe, fhe had fent for the maid, who being’ un- 
able to devife any excufe, had fallen on her knees, 
and after confefling her defign of opeving a bottle, © 
which fhe imputed to the fellow, betrayed poor me 
to her mittrefs. 
‘ Well, Madam, after a le@ture of about a Anakies 
of an hour’s duration from Mrs Harris, } futfered 
her to conduct me to the outer gate of her court- 
yard, wherce I fet forward in a difconfolate condi- 
tion of mind towards my lodgings. 1 had five miles 
to walk in a dark and rainy night; but bow can F 
mention thefe trifling circumitances as any aggrava- 
tion of my difappointment ?? 
¢ How was it poflible,’ cries Mifs Matthews, ‘ that 
you could be -got out of the peu without feeing 
Mifs Harris?’ 
* T affure you, Madan,’ aieeea Booth, ‘1 have 
often wondered at it myfelf ; but my {pirits were fo 
much funk at the fight of her mother, that no man 
was ever a greater coward than [ was at that in- 
Rant. Indeed I believe my tender concern for the 
terrors of Amelia, were the principal caufe of my 
fubmiffion. However it was, I left the bhoufe, and, 
walked about an hundred yards, when, at the 
corner of the garden wall, a female voice, ina 
whilper, cried out, “ Mr Booth.” The perfon 
‘was extremely near me, but it was fo dark I could 
Vou. X. H ‘ {care 
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« fearce fec her ; nor did I, in the confufion I was in, 
‘ immediately recognize the voice. I anfwered in a 
* line of Congreve’s, which burft from my lips fpon- 
« taneoufly; for I ain fure I had no intention to quote 
* plays at that time: 

‘Who calls the wretghed thing that was Al-. 

© phonfo :” 

* Upon which a woman leapt into my arms, crying 
© out,——* O it is indeed my Alphonfo, my only 
«¢ Alphonfo !? O Milfs Matthews ! guefs what I fele 
* when I found I hadmy Amelia in my arms. I em- 
¢ braced her with an ecilafy not to be defcribed, at 
“the fame inftant pouring a thoufand tenderneffes 
« into her ears ;.at jealt, it | could exprefs fo many 
* to her ina,minute ; for in that time the alarm be- 
« gan atthe houfe, Mrs Harris had mifled her daugh- 
* ter, and the court was prefently full of lights and 
< noifes of all kinds. ~ & ; 

‘ I now iifted Amelia over a gate, and jumpin 
* after, we crept along together by the fide of ahedge, 
¢ a different way from what led to the town, as I imae 
* gined that would be the road through which they 
«.would purfue us, In this opinion I was right: for 
« we heard them pafs along that road, and the voice 
* of Mrs Harris herfelf, who ran with the reft, note | 
* withftanding the darknefs and the rain By thefe 
‘ means we luckily made our efcape, and clambering 
“ over hedge and ditch, my Amelia performing the 
« part of a heroine all the way, we at Jength arrived 
* ata little green lane, where ftood a vatt fpreading 
« oak, under which we fheltered ourfelves trom a vio- 
* Jent itorm. | 

¢ When this was over, and the moon began to ap- 
é pear, Amelia declared fhe knew very well where the 
4 was; and a hitle farther, f{triking into another lane, 
¢ to the right, the faid, that would lead us to a houfe 
¢ where we fkould be both fafe and unfufpected. I 
* followed her dire@ions, and we at length came toa 
* little cottage about three miles diftant from Mrs 
* Harris’s houfe. 

‘ As it naw rained very violently, we entered this 
* cctiage, in which we efpied a light, without any 
.- -. : * cere- 
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¢ ceremony. Here we found an elderly woman fit~ 
‘ ting by herfelf ata little fire, who had no fooner 
* viewed us, than fhe inftantly fprung from her feat, 
‘ and, ftarting back, gave the ftrongeft tokens of 
* amazement ;.upon which Amelia iaid, © Be not 
*¢ furprifed, nurfe, though you fee me in a flrange 


© pickle {own The old woman, after having fe- 


veral times blefled herfelf, and exprefled the molt 
tender concern for the lady, who f{tood dripping be« 
fore her, began to beftir herfelf in making up the 
fire; at the fame time entreating Amelia, that the 
might be permitted to furnifh her with fome cloaths, 
which, fhe faid, though not fine, were clean and 
wholefomeée, and much drier than her own. I fe- 
conded this motion fo vehemeniy, that Amelia, 
though fhe declared herfelf under no apprehenfion, 
of catching cold, ({he hath indced. the beft conftitu+» 
tion in the world)-at laft confented, and I retired 
without doors, under a fhed, to give my angel an 
opportunity of drefling herfelf in the only room 
which the cottage afforded below fairs. 

¢ At my return into the room, Ameka infited on 
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¢ my exchanging my coat for one which. belonged to =~ 


© the old woman's fon.’ « 1 am: very glad,’ cried | 
Mifs Matthews, < to find fhe did not forget you. Ft 
« own I thought it fomewhat cruel to turn you out 
¢ into the rain !—* O Mifs Matthews,’ continued he,. 
taking no notice of her obfervation, ‘ Il had now an 
* opportunity of contemplating the valt power of ex 


' € quifite beauty, which nothing almoft can add te 


* or diminifh. Amelia, in the. poor rags of her old 
* nurfe, looked fearce lefs beautiful than I have feen 


_ © her appear at a ball or an afflembly.’—*. Well, well,” 


¢ go on with your ftory.’ 

¢« The old woman,’ continued he, « after having 
¢ equipped us as well as fhe could, and placed our 
« wet cloaths before the fire, began to grow inqui- 
¢ fitive; and, after fome ejaculations, fhe cried—* O 
“ my dear young Madam, my mind mifgives me 
‘«* hugeouvfly; and pray, who is this. fine young 


cries Mifs. Matthews,. * to be fure the did3—but pray 
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‘* gentleman? Oh! Mifs Emmy, Mifs Emmy! I 
‘< am afraid Madam knows nothing of all this mat- 
“ter.” ‘© Suppofe he fhould be my hufband, narfe,’ 
anfwered Amelia. ‘ Oh! good! and if he be,’ 
replies the nurfe, ‘ I hope he is fome great gentle- 
‘** man or other, with a vaft eftate, and a coach and 
“ fix: for to be fure if an he was the greate(t lord 
‘© in the land, you would deferve it all..——But 
‘ why do I attempt to mimie the honeft creature. 
‘ In fhort, fhe difcovered the greateft affection for-my 
* Amelia: with which I was much more delighted 
‘ than I was offended at the fufpicions fhe thewed 
4 


of me, or the many bitter curfes which fhe denoun- 

ced again{t me, if I ever proved a bad hufband to 

fo {weet a young lady. 

‘ I fo well improved the hint given me by Ame- 
¢ Jia, that the old woman had no doubt of our be- 
‘ ing really married; and comforting herfelf, that 
‘if tt was not as well as it might have been, yet 
‘ Madam had enough for us both, and that hap- 
‘ pinefs did not always depend on great riches, fhe 
¢ began to rail at the old Jady for having turned us 
* out of doors, which I fcarce told an untruth in 
* afferting. And when Amelia faid, ‘ fhe hoped 
** her nurfe would not betray her,’ the good 
* woman an{wered with much warmth, * Betray 
*<"you, my dear young Madam!.no, that I would 
“not, if the Kmg would give me all that he 1s 
“ worth. No, not if Madam herfelf would give me 
* the great houfe, and the whole farm belonging 
6 to it?’ | —_ . 

‘The good woman then went out and fetched a 
‘ chicken from the rooft, which fhe killed and 
‘ began to pick, without afking” any queltions, 
‘ Then fummoning her fon, .who was in bed, to 
‘ her affiftance, ihe began to prepare this chicken 
‘ for our fupper. This fhe afterwards fet before 
‘us in fo neat, I may ulmoft fay elegant a. man- 
‘ ner; that whoever would have difdained it, either 
© doth not know the fenfation of hunger, or doth 

* wot deferve to have it gratified. Our food was 
§ attended 


~ 


~~ 


Chp.6 AM ELT A oT 


¢ attended with fome alé; which. our kind hoftefg. 


+ faid fhe intended not to have tapped till Chrift. _ 
‘mas; ‘ but,’ added fhe, * IE little thought ever — 
« to have the honour of feeiag- my dear honeured: 
‘s- Jady in this poor place.’ 

‘* For my own part, ne human beimg was then: 
© an obje& of envy to me; and even Amelia feemed 
“to be in pretty good {pirits; fhe foftly whifpered, 
+ to me, that fhe perceived there might be happineis. 
* in. a cottage.’ 


« A. cottage!’ cries Mifs- Matthews,. fghing, * a 


« cottage with the man:one loves is a palace.’ 


©‘ Whew fupper was ended,’ continued Booth, 
« the good woman began: to think. of our further: 
‘- wants, and very earneftly recommended her bed. 
* to us, faying, tt was a very neat though homely: 
« one, and that fhe could furnifh us with a pair 
*- of clean fheets. She added fome perfuafives which: 
« painted: my angel all over with vermilion. As- 
«for myfelf, I behaved. fo aukwardly and toolithly,. 
¢ and fo readily agreed to. Amelia’s refoluticn. of 
* fitting ap alt night, that if it did’ not give the: 
« nurfe.any fufpicion of our: marriage, it ovght to 
¢ have infpired her with: the utmolt. contempt for: 
“me . 

-¢ We. both endeavoured to prevail witlr nurfe to 

* retire to her own bed, but found it utterly im-- 
« poflible to {ucceed; fhe thanked Heaven fhe un-- 
« derftood breeding. better than that: And fo well: 
« bred was the good’ woman, that we could fcarce: 
* get her out of the room the whole night. Luckily 
‘ for us we both underitood French, by means of 
*- which we confulted together, even in her prefence,, 
* upon the meafures. we. were.to take.in-our prefent. — 
‘ exigency. At length it was refolved-that [ fhould: 
* fend a letter by this- young Jad whom I have jul 
*- before mentioned, to our worthy friend-the Dostor,, 
*- defiring his company at our hut, fince we thought: 
€ it utterly unfafe to venture to the town, which we: 
‘ knew would be in an uproar on onr. account befgre: 
* che morning.’ 4 | 
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Here Booth made a full ftop, fmiled, and then 
faid, he was going to mention fo ridiculous a diftrefs, 
that he could fearce think of it without laughing.— 
What this was, the reader thal know m the next 
chapter. 


C H A P. VIE. 
- The — of Booth continued. More furprifing advan- 


lures. 


ROM -what trifles, dear. Mifs Matthews,” 


cried Booth, * may fome ef our greateft di- 


‘ ftrefles arife! do you not perceive lam going to — 


tell you we had neither pen, ink, nor paper in 
our prefent exigency. 

‘© A verbal meflage was now our enly refource ; 
hewever, we contrived to deliver itm fuch terms, 
that neither nurfe nor her -fon could poffibly con- 
ceive any fufpicton from it of the prefent fituation 
of our affairs. Indeed, Amelia whifpered me, If 
might fafely place any degree of confidence in the 
lad; for he had been her toiter-brother, and fhe had a 
great opinion of his integrity. He was in trutlt 
a boy of very good natural parts; and Dr Har- 
rifon, who had received him into his family, at 
Amelia’s recommendation, had bred him up to write 
and read very well, and had taken fome pains to. 
infufe into him the principles of honefty and re- 
‘ligion. He was not indeed even now difcharged 
from the Doétor's fervice; but had been at home 
with his mother for fome time on account of 
the falt-pox, from whieh he was lately re- 
covered. 7 

‘ J have faid fo much,’ continued Booth, ‘ of the 
boy’s charaéter, that: you may not be farprifed at 
fome flories which I fhall tel yeu of him here- 
after. 

‘lam going now, Madam, to relate to you one 
of thofe firange accidents, which are produced by 
S-fch a train “ef circumftances, that mere chance 
* bath 
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hath been thought incapable of bringing them to- . 
gether; and which have therefore given birth, in 
{uperititious minds, to fortune, and to feveral. other 
imaginary beings. 

“ We were now impatiently expecting the arrival — 
< of the Doctor; our meflenger had been gone much 
«© more thana fufficient time, which to us,. you may 
‘ be affured, appeared. not at all fhorter than it was, 
© when nurfe, who had gone out of doors on fome 
‘ errand, came running haitily to-us, crying out; 
“| O my dear young Madam, her Ladyfhip’s coach 
¢ is juft at the door’. Amelia turned pale as death 
*‘ at thefe words; indeed, 1 feared fhe would have 
“ fainted, if I could be faid to fear, who had. fcarce - 
* any of my fenfes left, and was in a condition little 

« better than my angel’s. 

© While we were both tm this dreadful fitnation, 
Amelia fallen back in her chair with. the counte- 
nance in which gholis are painted, myfelf at her 
feet, with a complexion of no very different co- 
lour, and nurfe icreaming out, and throwing water 
in Amelia’s face, Mrs Harris entered the room. At 
the fight of this fcene, fhe threw herfelf likewife 
into a chair, and called nnmediately for a glafs of 
water, which Mifs Betty, her daughter, fupplied her 
with ; far as to nurfe, nothing was capable of making 
any impreffion on her, whilt fhe apprehended her 
young muiitrefs to be m danger. 

“ The Doétor had now entered the room, and 
coming immediately up to. Amelia, after fome ex- 
preffions of furprife,- he took her by the hand, 
called her his little fugar-plumb, and affured ber 
there were none but friends prefent. He then led 
her tottering acrofs the room to Mrs Harris. Ame- 
Jia then fell upon her knees before her mother, 
but the Doctor caught lier up, faying, ‘ Ufe that 
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‘* pofture, child, only to the Almighty.’ but’ need 


“ not mention that fingularity of his to you, who 
¢ know him fo well, and muft have heard him often 
24, difpute againtt addreffing ourfelves to man in the 
4 bumbleft posture which we ufe towards the poe 
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¢ I will tire you with no more particulars; we: 
¢ were foon fatisfied that the Doétor had reconciled- 
*us and our affairs.to Mrs Harris; aud we now 

¢ proceeded directly to church, the. Doétor having. 
* before provided a licence for us.’ 

‘ But where is the ftrange accident ?’ cried Mifs. 
Matthews: ‘ fure you raifed more curiofity than you: 
* have fatisfied.’ 

‘ Indeed, Madam,’ anfwered he, ¢ your reproof. 
* is jult:-1 had like to have forgotten it; but you: 
cannot wonder at me, when you reflect on that ins 
-terefting part of my ftory, which I am now relas 
‘ting.—But before | mention this accident, [ mutt: | 
- tell you what happened. after Amelia’s.efcape from. | 
‘her mother’s houfe. Mrs Harris at firft ram oue 
‘into the jane among her fervants, and parfued us- 
(fo fhe imagined) along the road leading to the. 
town; but that being very dirty, and a violent. 
form of rain coming, fhe took flielter in an ales 
‘houfe, about. half a mile from her own houfe,, 
whither fhe fent for her coach: fhe then drove to- 
gether with her daughter to town; where, foon: 
after her arrival, fhe fent for the Doétor, her ufuak 
privy. counfellor in all her affairs. They fat up alk 
night together, the Doétor endeavouring, by argus 
ments and perfuafions, to bring-Mrs Harris to reaa- 
fon; but all to no purpofe, though, as he hath. 
infarthed me, Mifs Betty feconded him: with the: 
warmeft entreaties.’ 

Here Miis Matthews. Jaughed; of which Booth: 
begged to know the reafon; fhe at laft, after many: 
apologies, faid, ‘ It was the firkt- good thing ihe 
‘ ever heard of Mifs Betty; nay,’ faid ‘the, ‘ and- 
* afking’ your pardon for my opinion.of your fifter, 
‘ fince you will have it, | always conceived her to be: 
* the deepeft of hypocrites.’ 

Booth fetched a figh, and faid, he was afraid fhe: 
had not always aéted fo kindly ;—and then, after a: 
little hefitation, proceeded : 

‘ You wilt be pleafed, Madam, to remember, the: 
* lad was fent with a verbal meflage to- the Door 5. 
‘ which meflage was no more than to acquaint him, 

+ where 
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where we were, and to defire the favour of his com- 
pany, or that he would fend a coach to bring us te 
whatever place he would pleafe to meet us at. This 
meflage was to be delivered to the doctor himfelf, 
and the meffenger was ordered, if he found him not 
at home, to go to him wherever he was, He fulfit- 
led his orders, and tolcLit to the Doctor, in the pres 
fence of Mrs Harris.’ = 

‘ Oh! the idiot,’ cries Mifs Matthews. * Not at 
all,’ anfwered Booth: ‘ he is a very fenfible fellow, 
as you will, perhaps, fay hereafter. He had not 
the leaft reafon to fufpe& that any fecrecy was ne- 
ceflary : for we took the utmoit care he fhould not 
fufpec& it——Well, Madam, this accident, which 
appeared. fo unfortunate, turned, in the higheft 
degree, to our advantage. Mrs Harris no fooner 
heard the meffage delivered, than fhe fell into the 
moft violent paflion imagiaable, and accufed the 


Doétor of being in the plot, and of having confe- 


derated with me in the defign of carrying off her 
daughter. 7 oe 


© The Doéttor, who had hitherto ufed only foothing 


methods, now talked in a different ftrain. He cou- 
feffed the accufation, and juftified his condué&. He 
faid he was no meddler in the family affairs of o- 
thers, nor fhould he have concerned himfelf with 
hers, but at her own requeft; but that fince Mrs 
Harris herfelf had made him an agent in this mat- 
ter, he would take care to acquit himfelf with ho- 
nour, and above all things to preferve a young lady 
for whom he had the higheft efteem; for the is; 
cries he, and by Heavens he faid true, the moft 
worthy, generous, and noble of all human beings, 
You have yourfelf, Madam; faid he, confented-to 
the match. I have, at your requeft, made the 
match; and then he added fome particulars relating 
to his opinion of me, which my tmedefty forbids me. 
to repeat.’——‘ Nay, but,’ cries Mifs Matthews, 
I infift on your conquelt of that modefty for once.— 
We women do not love to hear one another’s 
praifes, and 1 will be made amends by hearing the 
: * praifes 
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$ of aman,and of a man, whom perhaps,’ added fhe with 
leer, * I fhall not think much the better of upon that 
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account.’—-* (n-obedience to your commands then, 
Madam,’ continued he, * the Doctor was fo kind to 
fay, he had enquired into my charaéter, and had 
found | had been a dutiful fon, and an affectionate 
brother. Relations,’ faid he, ‘ in which, whoever 
difcharges his duty well, gives us a well-grounded 
hope, that he will behave as properly in all the reft.. 
——-He concluded with faying, That Amelia’s. 
happinefs, her heart, nay, her very reputation, were: 
all concerned in this matter, to which as he had: 
been made inftrumental, he was refolved to carry: 
her through it; and then taking the licence from: 
his pocket, declared to Mrs Harris, that he would. 
go that inftant and marry her daughter wherever he 
ound her. This fpeech, the Doétor’s voice, his. 
look, and his behaviour, all which. are fufficiently: 
calculated to infpire awe, and even terror, when he- 
pleafes, frightened poor Mrs Harris, and wrought. 
a more ferfible effe& than it was in his power to pros 
duce by all his arguments and entreaties ; ; and I have. 
already related what foHowed, 

‘ Thus the ftrange accident of our wanting pen, 
ink, and paper, and our not trufting the boy with 
our fecret, occafioned the difcovery to Mrs Harris: 
that difcovery put the Doctor upon his metal, 

and produced that bleffed event which I have. 
recounted to you, and which, as my mother hath 
fince confeffed, nothing but the f pirit which he had. 
exerted after the difcovery, could have brought 
about. 

© Well, Madam, yeu now fee. me married to. Ames- 
lia ; in which fituation you will, perhaps, think my- 
happinels incapable of addition. Perhaps it was. 
fo; and yet | can with. trath fay, that the love - 
which. I then bore Amelia, was not comparable to- 
what I bear her now.’ ‘ Happy Amelia!’ gcried. 


Miis Matthews. ‘ If all men were like you, all wo- 


é 


men, would be biefled; nay, the whole world bd 
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¢ be foina great meafure; for upon my foul, I be- 


¢€ lieve that from the damned inconitancy of your fex 
* to ours proceeds half the miferies of mankind.’ 

That we may give the reader Icifare to confider 
well the foregoing fentiment, we will here put an end 
to this chapter. 


CHAP VII | 


In which eur readers will probably be divided in their 
opinion of Mr Booth’s condudt. 


OOTH proceeded as follows : 

‘ The firft months of our marriage produced 
nothing remarkable enough to mention. I am 
fure I need not tell Mifs Matthews. that [ found 
in my Amelia every perfection of human nature. 
Mrs Harris at firlt gave us fume little uneafinefs. 
She had rather yielded to the Doctor than given a 
willing conient to the- march; however, by de 
grees fhe became more and more fatisfied, and 
at laft feemed perfeétly reconciled This we aicri- 
bed a good deal to the kind offices of Mils Betty, 
who had always appeared to be my friend. She 
had been greatly ailiiting to Amelia in| makin 
her efcape, which I had no opportunity of men- 
tioning to you before, and in all things behaved 
fo well, outwardly at leaft, to myfelf as well as 
her filter, that we regarded her as our fincerelt 
friend. 

* About half a year after our marriage, two ad- 
ditional companies were added to our regiment, in 
one of which [ was preferred to the command of a 
lieutenant. Upon this occafion Mifs Betty gave the 
fir intimation of a di{pofition which we have fince 
too feverely expcrienced.’ 

* Your fervant, Sir,’ fays Mifs Matthews; * then ° 
I find J was not miftaken in my opinion of the lady. 
« No, no, thew me any goodnefs in a ven{orious prude, 
* and’ 

As Mifs Matthews hefitated for a fimile or an exe- 
aration, Booth proceeded: * You will pleafe to re- 

a © member,. 
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member, Madam, there was formerly an agreement 
between myfelf and Mrs Harris, that I fhould 
fettle all my Amelia’s fortune on her, except a 
certain fum, which was to be laid out in my ad- 
vancement in the army; but as our marriage was 
carried on in the manner you have heard, no fuch 
agreement was ever executed. And fince k.was 
become Amelia's hufband, not a word of this mat- 
ter was ever mentioned by the old lady; and as for 
‘myfelf, I declare I had. not yet awakened from that 
delicious dream of blifs in which the pofleffion of 
Amelia had lulled me.” =’ 

Here Mifs Matthews fighed, and caft the tens 
dereft of looks on Booth, who thus continued his 
ftory : | 

‘ Soon after my promotion, Mrs ‘Harris one 
€ morning took an occafion to fpeak to me on this 
© affair. She faid, that as I had been promoted 
¢ gratis to a licutenancy, fhe would affiit me with 
¢ money to carry me yeta ftep higher: and if more 
‘ was réquired than was formerly mentioned, it 
‘ fhould not be wanting, fince fhe was fo perfectly 
‘ fatisfied with my behaviour to her. daughter : 
adding, that fhe hoped [ had ftill the-fame in- 
‘clination to ‘fettle on my wife the remainder of het 
© fortune. 

‘I anfwered with very warm acknowledgments 
‘ of my mother’s goodnefs, and declared if J had the 
¢ world, I was ready to lay it at my Amelia’s feet. 
‘ And fo, Heaven knows, I would ten thoufand 
‘ worlds. ’ . 

‘ Mrs Harris feemed pleafed with the warmth of 
* my fentiments, and faid, fhe would immediately 
‘ fend to her lawyer and give him the neceflary or- 
¢ ders; and thus ended our converfaticn on this tubs 
ead, 

‘ From this time there was a very’ vifible altera- 
‘tion in Mifs Betty’s behaviour. She grew rep — 
¢ ferved to her fifter, as well as ta:me. She was 
¢ fretfal and captions on the flighte(t occafion ; — 
¢ nay, fhe affected much to talk cti-the ill confe- 
* quences of an imprudent marriage, efpecially be- 

I * fore 
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fore her mother: and if ever any little tender- 
nefs or endearments efcaped me in public towards 
Amelia, fhe never failed to make fome malicious 
remark on the fhort duration of violent paffions; 
and when I have exprefled a fond fentument for 
my wife, her fifter would kindly with fhe might hear 
as much feven years hence. 

‘ All thefe matters have been fince fuggelted to: 
us by reflection: for while they actually paffed, both 
Amelia and myfelf had our thoughts too happily 
engaged to take notice of what difcovered itfelf 
in the mind of any other perfon..  - 

‘ Unfortunately for us, Mrs Harris’s lawyer hap- 
pened at this time-to be at London, where buti- 
nefs detained him upwards of a month; and as 
Mrs Harris would on no occafion employ any 
other, our affair was under an entire fu/penfion’ 
ull hisrettrn. = - 

‘ Amelia, who was now big with child, had aften 
exprefled the deepeft concern at her apprehen- 
fions of my being fome time cOmmanded abroad ; 

a circumltance which fhe declared, if it fhould 
ever happen to her, even though fhe fhould not 
then be in the fame fituation as at prefent, would 
infallibly break’ her heart. Thefe remonitrances 


were made with fuch tendernefs, and to much 


affected me, that to avoid any probability of fuch 
an event, I endeavoured to get an exchange into 
the horfe-guards, a body of troops which very 
rarely goes abroad, unlefs where the King himfelf 
commands in perfon. I foon found-an officer for 
my purpofe, the terms were agreed on, and Mrs 
Harris had ordered the money which I was to pay 
to be ready, notwithftanding the oppofition made 
by Miis Betty, who openly diffuaded her mother 
from it; alledging that the exchange was highly | 
to my difadvantage ; that I could never hope to 
rife in the army after it; not forgetting, at the 
fame time, fome infinuations very prejudicial to 
my reputation as a foldier. » 

« When every thing was agreed 6n, and the two 
commithons were actually made out, but not 
Vout. X. | i | ‘ nBted 
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* figned by the King, one day, at my return from 
‘ hunting, Amelia flew to me, and eagerly: em: 
‘ bracing me cried ont, ‘ O. Billy, I have news 
“for you, which delights my foul. Nothing fure 


4* was ever fo fortunate as the exchange you havé ~ 


ss made. The regiment you was formerly in is or- 
‘* dered to Gibraltar.’ 

‘ | received this news with far lefs traniport than 
‘ it was delivered. I anfwered coldly, ‘ Since the 
** cafe was fo, I heartily hoped the commiffions 
¢s might be both figned.’ * .What do you fay ?’ replied 
« Amelia eagerly; * fure you told me every thing 
«© was entirely fettled. That look of yours frightens 
6° me to death ’—But I am running into too minute 
* particulars. In fhort,:I received a letter by that 
“very polt from the officer with whom I had ex: 
* changed, infifting, that thouzh his majeitty had 
¢ not figned the commiflions, that ftill the bargain 
$ was valid, partly urgiug it as aright, and partly 
* defiring it as a favour,-that he might go to Gib- 
© rajtar in my room. 
-* This letter convinced me in every point. I was 
‘ now informed that the commiflions were not 
* figned, and confequently that the exchange was 
‘ not completed. Of confequence the other could 
s have no right to infift on going; and as for grant- 
‘ ing him fuch a favour, 1 too clearly faw 1 muft 
6 do it at the expence of my honour. [ was now 
¢ reduced. to a dilemma, the molt dreadful which I 
« think any man can experience; in which I am not 
¢‘ afhamed to own, I found love was not fo over- 
‘ matched by honour as he ought to have_been. 
¢ The thoughts of leaving Amelia,sin her ptefent 
¢ condition, to mifery, perhaps to death or mad- 
‘ nefs, were infupportable; mor could any other 
‘ confideration but that, which now tormented me 
* on the other fide, have’ combated them a mo- 
¢ ment.’ v7, 

‘ No woman. upon earth,’ cries Mifs Matthews, 
‘ can defpife want of fpirit in a man more than 
¢ myfelf; and yet I cannot help thinking you was 
‘ rather tco nice on this occafion.’ 


‘You. 
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¢ You will allow, Madam,’ anfwered Booth, * that 
whoever offends againft the laws of honour in the 
leaft inftance, is treated as the highelt delinquent. 
Here is no excufe, no pardon; and he doth nothing 
who leaves any thing undone. But if the conflict 
was fo terrible with myfelf alone, what was my 
fituation in the prefence of Amelia! how could [ 
fupport her fighs, her tears, her agonies, her defpair ! 
could I bear to think myfelf the cruel caufe of her 
fufferings, for fo I was! could I endure the thought 
of having it in my power to give her inftant relief, 
for fo it was, and refule it her ! 
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‘ Mifs Betty was now again become my friend. ~ 


She had fcarce been civil to me for a fortnight la% 
paft, yet now fhe commended me to the tkies, 
and as feverely blamed her fifter, whom the ar- 
raigned of the molt centempttble weaknefs, in 
preferring my fafety to my honour; fhe faid many 
ill-natured things on the occafion, which | fhall not 
now repeat. 
_* In the midf of this hurricane, the good Doétor 
came to dine with Mrs Harris, and, at my aoe 
delivered his opinion on the matter.’ 

Here Mr Booth was interrupted in his nrratiee: 
by the arrival of a perfon, whom we (hall introduce 
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to the next chapter. 
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Containing a fcene of a different kind from any of the 


preceding. 


g 5 HE gentleman who now arrived was the 
keeper; or, if you please, (for fo he pleafed 
to call himtelf), the governor of the prifon. 

He uied fo little ceremony at his approach, that 


the bolt, which was very flight on the infide, gave - 


way, and the door immediately flew open. - He 


had no fooner entered the room than he acquainted 
Mifs Matthews that he had brought her very good 
news, for which he demanded a bottle of wine as his 


due. 
l2 Th's 
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This demand being complied with, -he acquainted 
Mifs Matthews that the wounded gentleman was not 
dead, nor was his wound thought to be mortal: that 
Jofs of blood, and, perhaps, his fright had occafioned 
his fainting away; ‘ but | believe, Madam,” faid he, 
if you take the proper meafures, you may be bailed 
to-morrow. 1] expect the lawyer here this evening, 
and if you put the bufinefs into his hands, I war- 
rant it will be done. Money to be fure muft be 
parted with, that’s to be fure. People to be fure 
will expec to touch a little in‘fuch cafes. For my 
own part, I never defire to keep a prifoner_longer 
than the law allows, notI: J always inform them 
they can be bailed, as foon as I know it. I never 
make any bargain, not I; I always love to leave 
thofe things to the gentlemen and ladies them- 
felves. I never fufpe& gentlemen and ladies of 
wanting generofity.’ 
Mifs Matthews made a very flight anfwer to all 
thefe friendly profeffions. She faid, fhe had done 
nothing the repented of, and was indifferent as to 
the event. ‘ All I can fay,’ cries fhe, ‘ ts, that if 
‘ the wretch is alive, there is no greater villain in 
‘ life than himfelf;’ and inftead of mentioning any 
thing of the bail, fhe begged the keeper to leave 
her again alone -with Mr Booth. The keeper re- 
plied, « Nay, Madam, perhaps it may be better to 
ftay a little longer here, if you have not bail 
ready, than to buy-them too dear. Befides, a 
-day or two hence, when the gentleman ts pait all 
danger of recovery, to be fure fome folks that 
would expeét an extraordinary fee now, cannot 
expeé to touch any thing. And to be fure you 
fhall want nothing here. The beft of all things 
are to be had here for money, beth eatable and 
drinkable; though I fay it, I fhan’t turn my back 
to any of the taverns for either eatables or wine. 
The Captain there need not have been fo thy of 
owning himfcif when he firft came in, we have 
had captains and other great gentlemen here be- 
fore now; and no fhame to them, though I fay 

| | * it. 
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it. Many a great gentleman is fometimes found 
in places that don’t become them half {fo well, let 
me tell them that, Captain Booth, let me tell them 
that” — ; 

‘ I fee, Sir,’ anfwered Booth, a little difcompofed, 


_ that you are acquajated with wy title as well as my 


name,’ | 

‘ Ay, Sir,’ cries the keeper, ‘ and I honour you 
the more for it. I love the gentlemen of the 
army. I was im the army myielf formerly; m 


_the Lord of Oxford’s horfe. It is true I rode pri 


vate; but I had money enough to have bought 
in quarter-malter, when | took it into my head to 
marry, and my wife the did not like that I fhould 
continue a foldier, fhe was all for a private life; 
and fo I came to this bufinefs.’ | 

* Upon my werd, Sir,’ anfwered Booth, * you 
confulted your wife’s inclinations very notably 3 


_but pray, will you fatisfy my curiofity, in telling 


me how you became acquainted that I was in the 


_army? for my drets, | think, could not betray me.’ 


‘ Betray!’ replied the keeper, * there is no be 
traying here, | hope—I am not a perfon to betray 
people.—But you are fo fhy and peery, you would 
almoft make one fufpect there was more in the 
matter. And if there be, [ promife you, you 
need not be afraid of telling it me. You will ex 
cufe me giving you a hint; but the fooner the bet 
ter; that’s all. Others may be befqre-hand with 
you, and firlt come fir ferved on thefe occations ; 
that’s all. Informers are odious, there’s no doubt 
of that, and no one would care to be an informer 
if he could help it, becaufe of the ill ufage they 
always receive from the moby yet it is dangerous 
to truft too much; and when fafety and a good 
part of the reward too are on one fide, and the 
gallows on the other—I know which a wife man 
would chule.’ ee 
‘ What the ‘devil do you mean by all this ?’ cries 


Booth. 


‘ No offence, I hope,’ anfwered the keeper; ‘ [ 
{peak for your good, and if you have been upon 
I 3 * the 
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« fure.’ 

‘ Not I,’ anfwered Booth, * upon my honour.’ 

* Nay, nay,’ replied the keeper, with a contemp- 
tuous fneer, ‘ if you are fo peery as that comes to, 
« you muft take the confequence.—But for my part, 
‘ | know I would not truft Robinfon with two-pence 
‘ untold.” 

¢ What do you mean?’ cries Booth: ‘ who is Ro- 
*‘ binfon?’ | 

« And you don't know Robinfon !? anfwered the 
keeper with great emotion. To which Booth reply- 
ing in the negative; the keeper, aftér fome tokens of 
amrzement, cried out; ‘ Well, Captain, I mutt 
‘ fay you are the beft at it, of all the gentlemen 
lever faw. However, I will tell you this: the 
‘lawyer and Mr Robinfon have been laying their 
heads together about you above half an hour this’ 
afternoon. I overheard them mention Captain 
Booth feveral times; and for my part, I would 
not anfwer that Mr Murphy is not now gone 
about the bufinefs; but if you will impeach any 
to me of the road. or any thing elie, I will ftep 
away to his Worfhip Thrafher this inftant, and F 
am fure I have intereft enough with him to get 
you admitted an evidence.’ 

* 4nd fo,’ cries Booth, * you really take me for a 
highwayman ?” 


ee 
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‘ No offence, captain, I hope,’ faid the keeper: . 


as times go, there are many worfe men in. the 
world than thofe. Geritlemen may be driven to 
diftrefs, and when ‘they are, I know no more gen- 
teele: way than the road. It hath been many a brave 
man’s cafe, to my knowledge, and men of as much 
honour too as any in the world’ 

* Well, Sir,’ faid Booth, * I afflure you I am not 
that gentleman of honour you imagine me.’ 

Mifs Matthews, who had long underftood the keeper’ 
no better than Mr Booth, no ener heard his mean- 
ing explained, than fhe was fired with greater in- 
dignation than the gentleman had expreffed. ‘ How 
§ dare you, Sir,’ faid fhe to the keeper, ¢ infult a sap 
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you underitand me, I am’ 
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“« of fafhion, and who hath had the honouar to bear 
¢ his Majeity’s commiffion in the army, as you your-| 
* felf own you know? if his misfortunes have fent 
* him hither, fare we have no Jaws that will protect 
* fuch a fellow as you in infulting him.’ Fellow !" 
“muttered tlie keeper, ‘ I would not advife you, 
‘ Madam, to ufe fuch language to me.’—* Do you 
* dare threaten me,’ replied Mits Matthews in a rage 
* venture in the leaf{ initance to exceed your authori 
* ty with regard to me, and I will profecute you 
* with the utmoft vengeance.’ 

A fcene of very high altercation now enfued, till 
Booth interpofed, and quieted the ‘keeper, who was, 
pethaps, enough inclined to an accommodation ; 
for, in truth, he waged unequal war. He was be- 
fides unwilling to incenfe Mifs Matthews, whom he 
expected to be bailed out the next day, and who 
had more momey left than he intended fhe thould 
carry out of the prifon with het; and as for any 
violent or unjuitifiable methods, the lady had dif- 
covered much too great.a fpirit to be in danger of 
them. The Governor therefore, im a very gentle 
tone, declared, that if he had given any offence to 
the gentleman, he heartily afked his pardon; that 
sf he had known him to be really a captain, he 
fhould not have entertained any fuch> fufpicions ; 
but the captain was a very common’ title in that 
place, and belouged to feveral gentlemen that had 
never been in the army, or at molt had rid private 
es himfelf. * To be fure, Captain,’ faid he, ‘ as 
* you yourfelf own,. your drefs is not very mili- 
tary,’ (for he had on a plain fullian fuit) ; ‘ and be- 
fides, as the lawyer fays, nsfcitur a /cfir. is a very 
good rule. And I don’t believe there is a greater 
rafcal wpon earth than that fame Robinfen that 
I. was talking of. Nay, I afflure you, I with 
there may be no mifchief hatching againft you. 
But if there is, L will do all 1 can with the lawyer 
to prevent it. Tobe fure Mr Murphy is one of 
the cleveref{ men in the world atthe law: that 
even his eremies mult own;. and as 1 recommend 
¢ hins to all the bufinefs I can, (and it is not a Jittle 
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to be fure that arifes in this place) why, one good 
turn deferves another. And I may expect that 
he will not be concerned in any plot to ruin any 
friend of mine; at leaft when I defire him not. 
1 am fure he could not be an honeft man if he 
would.’ _ 

Booth was then fatisfied that Mr Robinfon, whom 
be did not yet know by name, was the gamefier 
who had won his money at play. And now, Milfs 
Matthews, who had very impatiently borne this long 
iaterruption, prevailed on the keeper to withdraw, 
As Soon as he was gone, Mr Booth began to felici- 
tate her upon the news of the wounded gentleman 
being in a fair likelihood of recovery. To which, 
after thort filence, fhe anfwered, ‘ there is fomething 
* perhaps, which you will not eafily guefs, that 
makes your congratulation more agreeable to me 
than the firft account | beard of the villain’s having 
efcaped the fate he deferves: for, 1 do affure you, 
at firft, it did not make me amends for the inter- 
ruption of my curiofity. Now, I hope, we {thall 
. be difturbed no more, till you have finifhed your 
whole ftory. You left off, I think, fomewhere in 
the ftruggle about leaving Amelia, the shappy 
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period” cries Booth. ‘ Happy, ay, happy, in any 
fituation,* anfwered Mifs Matthews, ‘ with fuch a 
hufband. I, at leaft, may well think fo, who have 
experienced the very reverfe of her fortune; but 
I was not born to be happy. I may fay with the 
poet : ) 

_ © The blackeft ink of Fate was fure my lot, 

' And when Fate writ my name it made a blot.” 
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_ © Nay, nay, dear Mifs Matthews,’ anfwered Booth, 
¢ you muft, and fhall banifh fuch gloomy thoughts. 
¢ Fate hath, 1 hope, many happy days in ftore for 
* you..———* Do you believe it, Mr Booth:’ re- 
plied fhe, * indeed you know the contrary— You mutt 
* know—For you can’t have forgot. No Amelia in 
* the world can have quite obliterated—Forgetfulnefs 
* is not in our own power. If it was, indeed, | have 

* reafon 


Amelia.’—* And can you cal] her happy at fuch a © 
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‘ reafon to think ——But I know not what I am fay- 
‘ ing. —Pray do, proceed io that ftory.’ 

Booth fo immediately complied with this requeft, 
that it is poflible he was pleafed with it. To fay the 
truth, if all which unwittingly dropped from Mifs 
Matthews was put together, fome conclufions might, 
it feems, be drawn from the whole, which .could not 
convey a very agreeable idea to a conftant hufband. 
Booth therefore proceeded to relate what is written 
in the third book of this hiftury. 
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In which Mr Booth refumes his ory 


I was juft going to acquamt you with the. 

Doétor’s opinion, when we were interrupted b 
the keeper. oo. 
‘ The Doétor having heard counfel on both fides, 
‘ that is to fay, Mrs Harris for my ftaying, and 
‘ Mifs Betty for my going, at Jat delivered his own 
‘ fentiments. As for Amelia, fhe fat filent, drown- 
8 
4 


[ I am not miftaken, Madam,’ continued Booth, 


edin her tears ; nor was I myéelf in a much better 

fituation. - 

« As the commiflions are not figned,’ faid the 
¢ Doétor, * I think you may be faid to remain in 
“* your former regiment; and therefore I think yow 
‘** ought to go on this expedition; your duty to your © 
‘¢ king and country, whofe bread you have eaten, 
“* requires it; and this is a duty of too high a na- 
** ture to admit the leaft deficiency. Regard to 
‘¢ your character likewife requires you to go: for 
‘© the world, which might juftly blame your ftaying 
** at home, if the cafe was even girly ftated, will 
** not deal fo honeftly by you: ‘you muft expeé& to 
*s have every circumftance againft you heightened, 
«* and moft of what makes for your defence omitted : 
“and thus you will be fltigmatized as a coward, 
* without any palliation. As the malicious difpofi- 
** tion of mankind is too well known, and the cruel 

| ‘“ pleafure 
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<* pleafure which they take in deftroying the repu- 
«* tations of others; the ufe we are to make of this 
<* knowledge is to afford no handle to repruach : for, 
*£ bad as the world is, it feldom falls on any man 
«* who hath not given fome flight caufe for cenfure, 
s¢ though this, perhaps, is often aggravated ten 


" ¢ thoufand fold; and when we blame the malice 


“‘ of the agravation, we ought not to forget our 
s¢ own iniprudence in giving the occafion. Remem- 
“* ber, my boy, your honour is at ftake; and you 
“* know how nice the honour of a foldier is in thefe 
*¢ cafes. This is a treafure, which he mult be your 
<* enemy indeed who would attempt tu rob you of. 
«© Therefore you ought to confider every one as your 
«< enemy, who, by defiring you to Hayy would rob 
<< yeu of your honour.’ 

** Do you hear that, filter ?? cries Mifs Betty,— 
«¢ Yes, [ do hear it,’ aniwered Amelia, with more 
‘ fpirit than [ ever faw her exert before, ‘ and would 
‘© preferve his honour at the expence of my life. I 
4¢ will preferve it, if it fhould be at that expence ; and 
*© fince it is Dr Harrifon’s opinion that he ought to 
** go, I give my confent. Go, my dear hufband,’ 
* cried the, falling upon her knees; ‘ may every angel 
*¢ of Heaven guard and preferve you:’’—I cannot 
“ repeat her words without being affeéted,’ faid he, 


| wiping his eyes; * the excellence of that woman, no 


‘ words can paint; Mifs peaineN, fhe hath every 
* perfeGtion in human nature. 
‘ I will not tire you with the repetition of any 
more that paffed on that occafion; nor with the 
quarrel that enfued between Mrs Harris and the 
Dottor ; for the old lady could not fubmit to my 
Jeaving her daughter in her prefent condition, She 
fell feverely the army, and curfed the day in 
which her datigfter was merried to a foldier, not 
fparing the Door for having had fome fhare in 
the match. I will omit likewife the tender f{cene 
which patled between Amelia and myfelt: pees 
to my departure, 
-* Indged I beg you would not,’ cries Mifs Mat- 
thews, 
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thews, ¢ nothing delights me more than fcenes of ten- 
« dernefs, | thould be glad to know, if pollible, every 
© fy able which was uttered on both fides.’ 

‘ | will indulge you then,’ cries Booth, * as far as 
‘¢ isin my power. Indeed, I believe, I am able to 
* recollect much the greatelt part; for the impreflion 
‘ is never to be effaced trom my memory.’ 

He then preceeded as Mifs Matthews defired; but 
Jeft all our readers fhould not be of her opinion, we | 
will, according to our ufual cuftom, endeavour to ac- 
ccommodate ourfelves to every taille, and fhall, there- 
fore, place this fcene in a chapter by itfelf, which we 
defire all our readers who do not love, or who, perhaps, 
do not know the pleafure of tendernefs, to pafs over; 
fince they may do this without any prejudice to the 
thread of the narrative. 


CH AP IL 
Containing a fcene of the tender kind. 


HE Doétor, Madam,’ continued Booth, ‘ fpent 

$ his evening at Mr Harris’s houfe, where I 
* fat with him whilit he fmoaked his pillow-pipe, as 
‘his phrafe is. Amelia was retired above half 
* an hour to her chamber, before I went to her. At 
my entrance, I found her on her knees, a pofture 
in which I never difturbed her. Ina few minutes 
fhe arofe, came to me, and embracing me, faid, 
She had been praying for refolution to fupport the 
cruelleft{ moment fhe had ever undergone, or could 
poflibly undergd. I reminded her how much more 
bitter a farewel would be on a death-bed, when we 
never could meet, in this world at leaft, again. I 
then endeavoured to leffen all thofe objeéts which 
alarmed her moft, and particularly the danger I 
was to encounter; upon which head I feemed a 
little to comfort her ;—but the probable length of 
my abfence, aud the certain length of. my voyage, 
-were circumftances which no oratory ot mine could 
even palliate, ‘ Oh! heavens,’ faid fhe, buriting 
into tears, ‘ can I bear to think that hundreds; 
2 . * thoufands, 
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<* thoufands, for ought [ know, of miles or leagues, 
_ that lands and feas are between us. What is the 
‘* profpe& from that mount in our garden, where 
«© { have fat fo many happy hours with my Billy? 
‘© what is the diltance between that and the fartheft 
- « hill which we fee from thence, compared to the 
«¢ diftance which will be between us? You cannot 
‘© wonder at this idea; you mult remember, my 
«¢ Billy, at this place, this very thought came for- 
«“ merly into my foreboding mind. I then begged 
“© you fo leave the army Why would you not com- 
** ply? did [ not tell you then, that the fmallef cottage 
«« we could furvey trom the mount, would be with 
** you a paradife to me? it would be fo ftill, why 
«© can’t my Billy think fo? am I fo much his fu- 
<* perior in love? where is the difhonour, Billy? or 
«if there be any, will it reach our ears tu our little 
“ hut? are glory and fame, and not his Amelia, 
** the happineis of my hufband? Go then, purchafe 
“‘ them at my expence. You will pay a few fighs, 
** perhaps a few tears at parting, and then new 
<* fcenes will drive away the thoughts of poor Ame- 
“* lia from your bofom; but what afliftance fhall [ 
<‘ have in my affliction? not that any change of 
*‘ fcene could drive you one moment from my re- 
“© membrance; yet here every object 1 behold will 
s¢ place your loved idea in the livelieft manner be- 
«‘ fore my eyes. This is the bed in which you 
<< have repofed; that is the chair-on which you fat: 
“* upon thefe boards you have ftood: thefe books 
** you have read to me. Can | walk among our beds 
<< of flowers, without viewing your favourites, nay, 
<* thofe which you have planted with your owa hands? 
«s can | fee one beauty from our beloved mount, which 
<¢ you have not pointed out: to me?" Thus the. 
« went on, the woman, Madam, you fee till pre- 
* vailing.’—* Since you mention it,’ fays Mils Mat- 
thews, with a imile, ‘ | own the fame obfervation 
© occurred to me. It is too natural to us to confider 
. © ourfelves only, Mr Kooth.’—* You fhall hear,’ he 
¢rieJ,—* at lift, the thoughts of her prefent con-. 
* dition fuggcited themlelves.’ -—* But if,’ fatd the, 
‘© my fituation, even in health, will be fo intole- — 
Vou. X. K * rable, 
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«* rable, how fhall 1, in the danger and agonies of | 
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$6 child-birth, fupport your abfence !’-——-Here fhe 


6 


topped, and looking on me with all the tender- 


“ neis imaginable, cricd out, £ And am I then fuch 
*¢ a wretch to wilh for your prefence at fuch a fea- 
*¢ fon! ought I not to rejoice that you are out of 
** the hearing of my cries, or the knowledge of my 
** pains? if I die, will you not have eivaped the hor- 
‘‘ rors of a parting, ten thoufand times more dread- 


-*¢ ful than this? Go, go, my billy; the very circum- 


*¢ ftance which made me mott dread your departure, 
*¢ hath pertectly reconciled .me to it. I perceive 
“© clearly now, that |-was only withing to fupport my 
** own weaknefs with your ttrength, and to relieve 
<* my own pains at the price of yours. Believe me, 


** my love, :L am afhamed of myfelf.’ 


<4 
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[ caught 
her-in my arms with raptures not to be exprefled ia 


words, -called her my heroine; furé none ever bet: _ 


ter deferved that name: after which we retnained 
for fome time fpeechlets, and locked in each -other’s 
embraces.’—* | am convinced,’ iaid Mifs Matthews, 


with a figh, * there are moments in hfe worth pur- 


4 


chafing with worlds.’— 

‘ At length the fatal morning-came. I endeavour- 
ed to hide every pang of my heart, and to wear 
the utmoit gatety in my countenance. Amelia act- 


-ed the fame part. In thefe aflumed characters we 


met the family at breakfalt; at their breakfaft, I 


mean: ‘for .we were both full ‘already. _ The Door — 


had {pent above an hour that morning in difcourfe 
with Mrs Harris, and had, in fome meature, recon- 
ciled-her to my departure. He now made ufe of 
every art to relieve the poor diftreffled Amelia; not 
by inveighing againit the folly df grief, or by fe- 
riowfly advifing her not to-grieve; both which were 
fufficiently performed by Miis Betty. The Doctor, 


_on the contrary, had recourte to every means which 


might caft a veil over the idea of grief, and raife 
comfortable images in my angel’s mind. He en- 
deavoured to leflen the fuppofed length of my ab- 
fence, by difcourling on matters which were more 
diftint in time He faid, he mtended next year. to 


rebuild apart of his parfonage-houte. —* And you, 
| a Seapets 
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«© Captain,’ fays he,..* fhall lay the corner-ftone, I 
“. promife you:;? with many other inftances of the like: 
“ nature, which: produced, | believe, fome good effec 
‘ on us both. | 
© Amelia fpoke: but little; indeed: more tears thar 
¢ words dropt from: her; however, fhe feemed res 
«-folved. to bear Her affliction with-refignation. But: 
* when the dreadful news arrived that the horfes were: 
« ready, and I, having taken-my leave. of all the reft;. 
* at lait approached. her ; fhe was unable to fupport 
¢ the conflict with nature any longer; and clinging: 
¢. round my: neck, fhe cried. * Farewel, farewel for: 
‘ ever: for | thall never, never, fee-you..more.’ At 
¢ which words the: blood: entirely foriook. her lovely 
¢- cheeks,.and fhe became a lifelefs corpie in: my. arnus. | 
¢ Amelia continued {fo Jong motionleis;. that the: 
¢. Doctor, as well as-Mrs Harris,. began: tobe under’. _ 
é the moft terrible apprehenfiens-: fo: they iatormeds 
“© me afterwards; for: at..that. time 1.was.incapable of 
¢ making. any obiervation: I: had indeed very little 
¢. more ule. of: my fenfes than the dear creature: whom: 
‘; | Supported. At length, however,. we were: all-des. 
¢ jivered from our fears; and life: again vifited the. 
¢- Jovelielt inanfion that human natuce ever. affurded 
‘it. . | : | 
¢ I had been, and: yet:was, fo terrified with what. 
had happened; and Amelia continued yet {fo weak. 
and ill, that | determsed, whatever might. be the 
- confequence, not to leave her that day: which re» 
- folutton- fhe was. no fooner acquamted. with, tham 
fhe fell on her knees, crying, ‘Good Heaven, | thank. — 
ss. thee for-this reprieve at Jeait. Oh! that every hour: 
‘e. of: my future lite could be crammed: into tiis dedg. 
se. day.” ‘ 
¢« Our good friend the Dodtor remained with us... 
s He faid,. he had. intended: to. vifit a family in- fome: 
- affliction ;‘but I don’t know, faid he, why 1 fhould. 
ride a dozen miles after afiliction, when we. have. 
-enough here, Of all mankind, the Doétor is the> 
beft of comforters. As his excetlive good-nature: 
- makes: him. take: vat delight io the office ; fo his. 
great penetration into the human mind, joined to- 
- his great ‘experience,. renders him..the mof.wonder- 
” . Ko. © fal) 
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¢ ful proficient init ; and he fo well knows when to 
footh. when to reafon, and when to ridicule, that 
he never applies any of thofe arts improperly, which 
is almoft univerfally the cafe with the phyficians of 
the mind, and which it requires very great judgment 
aus dexterity to avoid. 

The Door principally applied himfelf to ridicu- 

ine the dangers of the fiege, in -which he fucceed- 
ed fo well, that he fometimes forced a fmile even 
into the face of Amelia. But what molt comforted 
her, were the arguments he ufed to convince her of 
the probability of my fpeedy, if not immediate re- 
turn. He faid, the general opinton was, that the 
pince would be taken before our arrival there ; in 
which cafe, we thauld have nothing more to do, than 
to make the be(t of our way home again.. 
‘* Amelia was fo lulled by thefe arts, that the paffed 
the day much better than ] expected. Though the 
Door could not make pride ftrong enough to con- 
quer love ; yet, he exalted the former to make fome 
tan! againit the latter; infomuch, that. my poor 
Amelia,. I believe, more than once flattered her- 
felf, to fpeak the language of the world, that her 
realon had gained an entire victory over her pat- 
fim; till love brought up a reinforcement, if I 
may ufe that term, of tender ideas, and bore down 
all before him. 

‘ in the evening, the Do&or and I paffed another 
‘-half bour together, when he propofed to me to en- ~ 
* deavonr to leave Amelia afleep in the morning, and 
€ pro:sifed ie to be at hand when fhe awaked, and 
€ 
¢é 
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to {rpport her with all the affiftance in his power. 

He added, that nothing was more foolifh, than for 

friends to take leave of each other. ‘* It is true, in- 
<< deed.’ fays he, ‘in the common acquaintance and 
*. friendfhip of the world, this is a very harmlefs ce- 
‘© remony ; but between two perfons who really love 
“ each other, the church of Rome never invented a 
** penance half fo fevere as this, which we abfurdly 
‘* impofe on ourfelves ? 

« { greatly approved the Dodtor’s propofal ; thanks 
‘ed him, and promifed. if poflible, to put it in exeg 
*cuuon. He- then thook me by the hand, and hear- 


‘ uly 
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‘ tily withed me well, faying, in. his: Blunt’ way, . 
<- Well, boy, IL hope to fee thee crowned with laurels 
«* ac tiry return; one comfort] have, at leaft, that 
« ftone walis and: a fea wil! prevent thee from. running ; 
** awa 

© When I had left the Deétor, I repaired. to my A-- 
« melia, whom I found in her chamber, employed in a. 
‘- very different # anner from what the had been the 
* preceding night ; {he.was bufy in packing up fome 
‘-trinkets in a.cafket, which the defired me to carry’ 
‘-with me. This cafket was her own-work, and the. 
*- had juft fattened it.as-I came to her. 

« Her eyes very plainly difcovered whut had paff:d- 
‘«- while fhe was engaged in her work; however, her’ 
* countenance was now: ferene, and fae fpoke at leait 
¢- with fome chearfulnefs. But after-fome time; * You. 
“© mult take care of this cafket, Billy,’ faid fhe, * yon. : 
<¢ mult indeed,. Billy, for’: -here paflion almof: 
*~ choaked her, tilta Hood of tears gave her relief, and 
*- then fhe. proceeded--—-* For | thall be the happiett . 
** woman: that ever was born when I fee. it again.’ 
¢-] told her; with the blefling of God that day would: 
¢-foon come, * Soon !? an{wered the, * No, Billy, not: 
“ foon; a week is an age: --—- but yet the happy 
« day may come. It {hal}, .it mult, it will !—Yes, . 


- & Billy, we thall:meet never to part again :-—even.- 


*¢ in thts world | hope’ Parden my weaknels, Mils- 
‘- Matthews, but upon my foul I cannot help it,’ cried! 
he, wiping. his eyes—* Well, I] wonder at your pa- 
‘-tience, and | will try it ne Jonger. Amelia, tired « 
*-out with fo longa ftruggle between - ‘warrety of paf- - 
‘-fions, and having not elofed her: eyes during three‘ 
-fucceflive nights, towards the morning fell into ac 
profound ficep. In which fleep I Jett her; and> 
‘having drefled myfelf with all the expedition imagi-- 
nable, finging, whifiling, hurrying, attempting by; 
every method to banilh thoucht, [ mounted my- 
‘horfe, which | had. overnight “ordered to be ready,, 
‘and galloped away from that houfe where all my. 
trealure was depofited. 

* Thus, Madam, [ have, in obedience to your coms 
¢ man-ls, run through a fcent, which, if it hath-been . 


4 tirefome to you, you mult yet. acquit me of having 
. K ‘ obtruded 
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obtruded upon you. This I am convinced of, that 
no one is capable of tafting fuch a fcene, who hath 
not a heart full of tenderneis, and perhaps not even 
then, unlefs he hath been in the fame fituation. 


C H A P. KIEL. 
In which Mr Booth fets forward'on hit sourney. 


E LL, Madam, we have now taken our leave 

of Amelia. I rode a full mile before I once 
fuffered myfelf to look back; but now being come 
to the top of a littke hill, the laft ipot [ knew which 
could give me a profpea&t of Mrs Harris’s houfe, 
my refolution failed; I ftopped, and caft my eyes 
backward. Shall I ‘tell you whac I felt at that 


infant? I do aifure you I am notable. So many . 


tender ideas crowded at once into my mind, that 
if I may ufe the expreffion, they almoft diffolved my 
heart. And now, Madam, the molt onfortunate 
accident came firft into my head. This was, that 
I had in the hurry and contufion left the desr 
cafket behind me. “Fhe thought of going back at 
firft fuggelted itfelf; but the confequences of that 
were too apparent. I therefore refolved to fend 
my man, and in the mean time to ride on foftly on 
my road. He immediately executed my orders, and 
after fome time, feeding my eyes with that delicious 
and yet heart-felt profpect, | at laft turned my horie 
to detcend the hiil, end proceeded about a hundred 


vards, when, confidering with myfelf, that ; fhonld | 


Jofe no time by a fecond indulgence, I again 


turned back, and once more feafted my fight with 


the fame painful pleafure, till my man returned, 


bringing me the cafket, and an account that Amelia 


till continued in the fweet fleep L left her.—I now 
fuddenly turned my horfe for the kaft time, and with 
the utmott refolution purfued my journey. — 

| perceived my man at his return —But before E 
mention any thing of him, it may be proper, 
Madam, to acquaint you who he was. He was the 
fofter-brother of my Amelia. This young fellow 


* bad taken it into his head t to go into the army; and 


‘he 
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he was defirous to ferve under my command. The 
Doétor confented to difcharge him; his mother at 
Jatt yielded to his importunitiegs; and [ was very 
eafily prevailed on to lift one of the handfomeft- 
young fellows in England. | 
‘ You will eafily believe I had fome little partiality 
to one whofe milk Amelia had fucked; but as he 
had never feen the regiment, I had no opportunity 
to fhew him any great mark of favour. Indeed he 
waited on me as my fervant; and [ treated him with 
all the tendernefs which can be ufed to one in that 
ftation. 7 | a 
‘ When I was about to change into the horfe« 
guards, the poor fellow began to droop, fearing 
that he fhould no longer be in the fame corps with 
me, though certainly that would not have been the 
cafe. However, he had never mentioned one word 
of his diffatisfa@ion. He is indeed a fellow of a 
noble fpirit; but when he heard that [ was to re- 
main where | was, and that we were to go to Gib- 
raltar together, he-fell into tranfports of joy, little 
(hort of madnefs. In {hort, the poor fellow hadim¢ 
bibed a very ftrong affection for me; though this 
was what [ knew nothing of till long after. 
‘ When he returned to me then, as | was faying, 
with the cafket, { obferved his eyes all over blubbers 
ed with tears. I rebuked him a little too rathly on 
this occafion. ‘ Hey-day!’. fays I, ‘ what ts the 
meaning of this; I hope [ have not a milk-fop with 
me. If I thought you would {hew [uch a face to the 
enemy I would leave you behind.’—* Your honour 
need not fear that, anfwered he; | fhall find nobody 
there that I thall love well enough to make me cry.’ 
I was highly pleafed with this anfwer, in which £ 
thought | could difcover both fenfe and fpirit. I then. 
afked him what had occafioned thofe tears fince he 
had left me; (for-he had no fign of any at that time;) 
and whether he had feen his mother at Mrs Harris’s: 
He anf{wered in the negative, and begged that I would 
afk him no more queitions; adding, that he was not 
very apt to cry, and he hoped he fhould never give © 
me fuch another opportunity of blaming him. I mens 
tion this only as an initance of his affection towards 

| * me; 
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me; for I never could account for thofe tears, any 
otherwife than by placing them-to the account of. 


- that dittrefs in whieh he left meat that time. We 
travelled full forty miles that day without baiting, 


when arriving at the inn where { intended to reit 
that night, | retired immediately to my chamber, 
with my dear Amelia’s caiket, the opening of which 
was the niceft repalt, and to which every other huns- 


“ger gave way. 


* It is impotiible to mention. to yon all the little 


- matters with which Amelia had furnithed this catket. . 


It contained medicines of. all kinds, which her moe 
ther, who was the Lady Bountiful of that country, . 
had fupplied: her with. The moi valuable of all to 
me was a Jock of her dear hatr, which | have trom. 
that time to this worn in my botom. What would 
I have then given for a little picture of my dear- 
angel, which the bad loit from her chamber about a: 
month before? and which we had the highe(t reas - 
fon in the world to imagine her filer. had taken 
away: for the fufpicion lay only between her and 
Amelia’s maid, who was of all:creatures the honeiteit; . 
and whom her mittrefs had often trufted with things . 
of much greater value: tor-the picture, which was. 
fet in gold, and had two or three: little diansonds-. 
round it, was worth about twelve guineas only 3: 
whereas Amelia left jewels. i in her care. of much , 
greater, value.’ 

‘ Sure,’ cries Mifs Matthews,.‘ fhe could not be.- 
fuch a paultry pilferer.’ 

‘ Not on account of the gold or the jewels,’ cries. 


Booth. ‘ We imputed it to mere fpite, with which -f 
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¢ affure you fhe abounds; and fhe knew that, next to 
Amelia herfelf, there was nothing which I valued fo 
much as this little picture: for iuch a refemblance 
did it bear of the original, that Hogarth hinfelf. did~. 
never. I belicve, draw a ftronger likenefs. Spite 
therefore was the only motive to this cruct depres 
dation ; and indeed her behaviour on the occafion 
fuficiently convinced us both of the jultice of our 
fufpicion, though we neither of us durit accule her ¢ 
aud fhe herfelf had the aflurance to infiit very ftrong: 
Y (though fhe could not prevail) with. Amelia to 
'  § turn 
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‘ turn away her innocent maid, faying, She would | 
* not live in the houfe with a thief,’ 

Mifs Matthews now difcharged fome curfes on Mifs _ 


Betty, not much worth repeating, and then Mr Booth’ 
procesded't in his relation. | 


C H A P. IV. 
A fea-piecer 


HE next day we joined the regiment, which 
_ was foon after to embark. Nothing but mirth 
and jollity were in the countenance of every officer 
and foldier; and as I now met feveral friends whom 
I had not feen for above a year before, I paffed fe- 
veral happy-hours, in which poor Amelia’s image 
feldom obtruded itfelf to interrupt my pleaiure. To 
confets the truth, dear Mifs Matthews, the tendereft 
of paifions is capable of fubfiding; nor is abfence | 
from our deareft friends fo unfupportable as it may 
at firft appear. Diftance of time and place do really 
cure what they feem to aggravate; and taking leave 
ef our friends refembles taking leave of the world; 
concesning which it hath been often faid, that it is 
not death, but dying which is terrible. Here Mifs 
Matthews burit into a fit of Jaughter, and cried, ‘ I 
‘ fincerely afl your pardon ; but I cannot help laugh- 
¢ ing. at the gravity of your philofophy. Booth an- 
fwered, that the doctrine of the paflions had been 
always his favourite ftudy; that he was convinced 
every man atted entirely from that paflion which was. 
UpPpermers ‘ Can I then think,’ faid he, * without 
¢ entertaining the utmoft contempt for myfelf, that 
‘ any pleature upon earth could drive the thoughts 
* of Amelia one inftant from my mind? 
* At length we embarked aboard a tranfport, and 
failed for Gibraltar; but the wind, which was at firft. 
fair, foon chopped about ; fo that we were obliged, 
for feveral days, to beat to windward, as the fea 
phrafe is. During this time, the tafte which I had 
of a fea-faring life did not appear extremely agree- 
able. We rolled up and down ima little narrow 
cabin, in which were three officers, all of us ex- 
_tremely fea-fick; our ficknefs being much aggrava- 
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ted: by the motion of the thip, by the view of each 
other, and by the ftench of the men. But this was. 
but a little tafte indeed of the miiery which was to. 
follow : for we were got about fix leagues to the welts 
ward of Scilly, when a violent ftorm arofe at north 
eaft, which foon raifed the waves to the heighth of: 
mountains. Fhe horror of this ig not to he ade-- 


- quately defcribed to thofe who have never feen the: 


like. The ftorm began in the evening, and as the- 
clouds brought on the. night apace, ‘it was. {don en». 
tirely dark; nor had we, during many. hours, any. 
other light than what was caufed by the jarring eles 
ments, which frequently fent forth: flathes,-or rather. 
ftreams of fire; and whilft thefe prefented the mot: 
dreadful. objeG@s to our eyes, the roaring: of the. 
winds, the dathing of the waves.againit the thip and 
each other, formed a found. altogether:as horrible tor- 


our ears; while our thip, fometimes. lifted up as it - 
were to the {fkies, and fometimes {weptawayatonce _ 
as into the loweit abyis, feemed to be the fport of: 


the winds and feas. The Captain. himfelf almoft- 


gave all for Jott, and exprefled: his apprehenfion of 


being inevitably caft on: the rocks of Scilly, and beat 

to pieces. And now, while fome on board were ads. 
drefling themfelves. to the fupreme Being, and others, 
applying for comfort to ftrong liquors, my whole 

thoughts were entirely engaved by-my Amelia. A 

thoufand tender tdeas crowded into my mind. I car 
truly fay, that I had not a fingle confidcranon- 
about myfelf, in which fhe was not concerned 

Dying.to me was leaving her: and the fear of never 

feeing her more, was a dagger ftuck in my: heart.. 
Again, all the terrors with which this ftorm, if it 

reached her ears, mutt 4il her gentle mind on my 
account, and the agonies which the muft undergo, 
when the heard of my tate, gave me fuch intolerable. 
pangs that | now repented my refolution, and with 

ed, I own { wifhed, that I had taken her advice, 

and preferred love and a cottage to all the dazzling» 
charms of honour. 

* While I was tormenting myfelf with thefe me- 

ditations, and had concluded myfelf: as certainly- 


loft, the mafter came into the cabin, and with a 
* chearful. 
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chearful voice, aflured us that we had efcaped the 
danger, and that we had certaily pafled to the 
wettward of the rock. ‘This was comfortable news 
to all prefent; and my Captain, who had been 
fome time on his knees, leaped fuddenly up, and 
teftified his joy with a great oath. , 

¢ A perion unufed to the fea, would have bee 

aftonithed at the farisfacion which now difcovered 
itfelf in the matter, or in any on board : for the 


-ftorm ttill raged with great violence, and the day- 


light, which’ now appeared, prefented us with fights 
of horror fufficient to terrify minds which were not 
abfolute flaves to the paffion of fear; but -fo great is 
the foree of habit, that what imi{pires a landman 
with the higheit apprehenfion of danger, gives not 
the lealt concern to a failor, to whom ‘rocks and 
quick-fands are almoft the only objects of terror. 


‘ ¢ The matter, however, was a little miftaken in the 


prefent inftance; for he had not left the cabin-a- 
bove an hour, before my man ‘came running to me; 
and acquainted me'that the fhip was halt full of wa- 


ter; thac the failors were geing to hoiit out the 


boat and fave-themfelves, and‘begged me.to come 
that moment along with him, as [ tendered my 
prefervation. With this accoant, which was con- 
veyed to me in a whifper, | acquainted both the 


_captain and enfign; and we altogether immediate- 


ly mounted the deck, where we found the maiterc 
making nfe of all his oratory to perfuade the failors 
that the fhip was in no danger; and at the fame 
time employed all -his authority to fet the pumps 
a-going, which he aflured them would keep the 
water under, and fave his dear Lovely Peggy, (for 
that was the-name of the fhip) which he {wore he 


‘loved as -dearly as his own foul. 


*¢ Indeed this fufficiently appeared ; for the leak was 
fo great, and the water flowed in fo plentifully, that 
his Lovely Peggy was half filled, before he could 
be brought to think of quitting her; but now the 
boat was brought along fide the fhip; and the 
matter himfelf, notwithftandimg all his love for her, 
quiited ‘his thip, 4nd leaped into the boat. Every 
poan prefent attempted to follow his example, waem 

* [ heard 
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I heard the voice of my fervant roaring forth my 
name in a kind of agony. I made direély to the 
fhip-fide, but was too late: for the boat, being al- 
ready over-laden, put direatly off. And now, Ma- 
dam, I am going to relate to you an inftance of 
heroic affection in a poor fellow towards his matter, 
to which love itfelf, even among perfons of fuperior 
education, can produce but few fimilar inftances, 
My poor man, being unable to get me with him into 
the boat, leaped fuddenly into the fea, and fwam 
back to the thip; and when I gently rebuked him 
for his rafhnefs, he anfwered, He chofe rather to die 
with me, than to live to carry the account of my 
death to my Amelia; at the fame time, buriting into 
a flood of tears, he cried, ‘ Good heavens! what 
will that poor lady feel when fhe hears of this!’ 
This tender concern for my dear love endeared the 
poor fellow more to me than the gallant inftance 
which he had juft before given of his affetion to- 
wards mylelf, | a 
‘ And now, Madam, my eyes were fhocked with 
a fight, the horror of which can fcarce be imagined : 
for the boat had f{carce got four hundred yards from 


the hip, when it was fwallowed up by the mercilefs 


waves, which now ran fo high, that out of the num- 
ber of perfons which were in the buat, none reco- 
vered the {hip; though many of them we faw mi- 
ferably perith before our eyes, fome of them very 
rear us, without any poflibility of giving them the 
leah affiftance. 
¢ But whatever we felt for them, we felt, [ believe, 
more for ourfelves, expecting every minute when we 
fhould {hare the fame fate. Among the reit, one of 
our officers appeared quite {tupifed with fear. I 
never indeed faw a more miferable example of che 
great power of that pailion: 1 mult not, however, 
omit doing hin juttice, by faying, that I atrerwards_ 
faw the fame man behave well in an engagement, in 
which he was wounded: thongh there likewife he 
was faid to have betrayed the fame paflion of fear 
in his countenance. 
¢ The other cf our officers was no lefs ttupificd (if 
I may fo exprels myfelf) with fool-hardiness, and 
I © feemed 
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feemed almoft infenfible of his danger. To fay the 
truth, I have, from this and fome other inftances 
which I have feen, been almoft inclined to think, 


, that the courage as well as cowardice of fools pro- 


ceeds from not knowing what is or what is not the 
proper object of fear: indeed, we may account for 
the extreme hardinefs of fome men, in the fame 
manner as for the terrors of children at a bugbear. 


“The child knows not but that the bugbear ts the 


proper obje@ of fear, the blockhead knows not that 
a cannon-ball is fo. A 

‘ As to the remaining part of the fhip’s crew, and 
the foldiery, moft of them were dead drunk; and 
the reft were endeavouring, as faft as they could, to 
prepare for death in the fame manner. : 
‘ In this dreadful fituation we were taught that no 
human condition thould infpire men with abfolute 
defpair: for as the ftorm had ceafed for fome time, 
the {welling of the fea began confiderably to abate: 
and we now perceived the man of war‘which con- 
voyed us, at no great diltance a-ftern. Thofe aboard 
her eafily perceived our dittrefs, and made towards 
us. When they came pretty near, they hoifted out 
two boats to our afliftance. Thefe no fooner ap- 
proached the fhip, than they were inftantaneoully 
filled, and I myfelf gota place in one of them, 
chiefly by the aid of my honelt fervant, of whofe 
fidelity to me on all occafions I cannot {peak or 
think too highly. Indeed, I got into the boat fo 
much the more eafily, as a great number on board 
the fhip were rendered by drink incapable of taking 
any care for themielves. There was time, however, 
for the boat to pafs and repafs; fo that, when we 
came to call over names, three only, of ail that re- 
mained in the {hip, after the lofs of her own boat, 


were mifling. | 
'€ The captain, enfign, and myfelf, were received 


with many congratulations by our officers on board 
the man of war.—The fea-officers too, all except 
the captain, paid us their compliments, though 
thefe were of the rougher kind, and not without 
feveral jokes on our efcape. As for the captain him- 


* felf, we fcarce faw him during many hours; and 
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‘ when he appeared, he prefented a view of majelty 
« beyond any that t had ever feen. The dignity which 
‘ he preierved, did indeed give me rather the idea of 
‘ a Mogul, or a Turkifk Emperor, than of any of the 
‘ monarchs of Chriftendom. To fay the truth, i 
* could refemble his walk on the deck to nothing but 
* to the image of Captain Gulliver ftrutting among the 
< Lilliputians; he feemed to think himfelf a being of 
* an order fupperior to all around him, and more efpe- 
® cially to us of the Jand-fervice. Nay, fuch was 
‘ the behaviour of all the fea-officers and failors to 
‘us and our foldiers, that infead of appearing to 
* be fubjeéts of the fame prince, engaged in one 
‘ quarrel, and joined to fupport one caufe, we 
* landmen rather feemed to be captives on board 
* an enemy’s veffel. This is a grievous misfor- 
* tune, and often proves fo fatal to the fervice, that 
* itis great pity fome means could not be found of 
* curing it.’ | 
Here Mr Booth ftopped a while, to take breatt. 
We will therefore give the fame refrefhment to the 
reader. | 


CHAP. V. 
The arrival of Booth at Gibraltar, with what there 


befel him. 
¢ HE adventures,’ continued Booth, ‘§ which 
8 happened to me fram this day till my arri- | 


¢ val at Gibraltar, are not worth recounting to you, 
« After a voyage, the remainder of which was tole- 
.£ rably profperous, we arrived in that garrifon, the 
‘ natural ftrength of which is fo well known to th 

§ whole world. — 

¢ About a week after my arrival, it was my fortune 
to be ordered on a fally-party, in which my left leg 
was broke with a muiket-ball; and I fhould moft 
certainly have either perifhed miferably, or mutt 
have owed my prefervation to fome of the enemy, 
had not my faithful fervant carried me off on his 
fhoulders, and afterwards, with the afliftance of 
one of his comrades, brought me back igto the gar 
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- ¢ The agony of my wound was fo great, that it 


threw me into a fever, from whence my furgeon 
apprehended much danger. I now began again to 
feel for my Amelia, and for myfelf on her account: 
and the diforder of my mind, occafioned by fuch 
melancholy contemplations, very highly aggravated 
the diftemper of my body ; infomuch, that it - 
would probably have proved fatal, had it not been 
for the friendthip of one Captain James, an officer 
of our regiment, and an old acquaintance, who ts 
undoubtedly one of the pleafanteit companions, and 
one of the beft-natured men in the world. This 
worthy man, who had a head and a heart pers 
feétly adequate to every office of friendihip, ftaid 
with me almoft day and night during my illnefs; 
and by ftrengthening my hopes, raifing my fpirits, 
and chearing my thoughts, preferved me from de- 
ftruction. 

‘ The behaviour of this man alone is a fufficient 
proof of the truth of my doétrine, that all men 
act entirely from their paffions; for Bob James 
can never be fuppofed to ac& from any motive of 
virtue and religion, fince he conftantly laughs at 
both; and yet his condu& towards me alone de- 
monftrates a degree of goodnefs, which, perhaps, 
few of the votaries of either virtue or religion can 
equal.’ 

* You need not take much pains,’ anfwered Mifs 


Matthews, with a fmile, ‘ to convince me of your 
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doétrine. I have been always an advocate for the 
fame. I look upon the two words you mention, to 
ferve only as cloaks under which Hypocrily may be 
the better enabled to cheat the world. [ have been 
of that opinion ever fince I read that charming fel- 
low Mandevil.” . | 
‘ Pardon me, Madam,’ anfwered Booth, * I hope 
you do not agree with Mandevil neither, who 
hath reprefented human nature in a picture of the 
higheft deformity. He hath left out of -his fytem 
the beft paffion which the mind can poffefs, and 
attempts to derive the effe&ts‘or energies of that 
paflion, from the bafe impulfes of pride or fear. 
Whereas, it is as certgin that love exilts in the | 
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‘ of man, as that its oppofite, hatred, doth; and the — 
dame reafons will equally prove the exiftence of the 
* one as the exiftence of the other.’ = 
‘ 1 don’t know, indeed,’ replied the lady, * I never 
thoreht much about the matter. This I know, 
tha: when I read Mandevil, I thought all he faid 
was true; ard [ have been often told, that he 
proves religion and virtue to be only mere names. 
However, it he denies there is any fuch thing as love, 
that is molt certainly wrong.—I am afraid I can 
give him the lie mytelf.’ 
‘ T will join with you, Madam, in that,’ anfwered 
Booth, * at any time.’ 

¢ Will you join with me?’ anfwered fhe, looking 
eagerly at him—* OQ Mr Booth, I know not what I 
‘was going to fay—What—Where did you leave 
© off $—I weuld not interrupt you—but | am impa- 
+ © tent to know fumething.’ 
*‘ What, Madam?’ cries Booth, * if I can give you. 
apy iacisfadtion,’ 
‘ No, no,’ faid fhe, * I muft.hear all, I would not 
for the world break the thread of your ftory.—Be- 
fides, { am afraid to atk—Pray, pray, Sir, go on.” 
‘ Well, Madam,’ cries Booth, ‘ I think [ was 
menticning the extraordinary ats of friendthip done 
me by Captain James; nor can | help taking no- 
tice of the almcit unparalleled fidelity of poor 
Atkinion (for that’ was my man’s name), who 
was not only ceni'ent in the affiduity of his atten- 
dance, but, during the time ot my danger, demon- 
firated a concern for me which I can hardly ac- 
count for, as my prevailing on his captain to make 
him a ferjeant was the firft favour he ever received 
at my hands, and this did not happen tui [ was al- 
moit perfectly recovered of my broken leg. Poor 
fellow! I fhall never forget the extravagant joy his 
halbert gave him; J reme:nber it the more, becaufe 
it was one of the happielt days of my own life; 
for it was upon this day that I received a letter 
from my dear Amelia, after a long filence, ac- 
quainting me that fhe was cut of all danger from 
her lying-in. 
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¢ I was now once more able to perform my duty? 
when (fo unkind was the fortune of war) the fecond 
time I mounted the guard, 1 received a violent 
contufion from the burfting of a bomb. [ was 
felled to the ground, where I lay breathlefs by the 
blow, till honeft Atkinfon came to my afliltance, 
and conveyed me to my room, where a furgeon 
immediately attended me. 

* The injury I had now received, was much more 
dangerous in my furgeon’s opinion than the for- 
mer; it caufed me to {pit blood, and was attended 
with a fever, and other bad fymptoms; fo that 
very fatal confequences were apprehended. 

‘ In this fituation the image of my Amelia haunted 
me day and night; and the apprehenfions of never 
feeing her more were fo intolerable, that I had 
thoughts of refigning my commiflion, and returning 
home, weak as I was, that I might have, at lealt, 
the fatisfaction of dying inthe arms of my love. 
Captain James, however, perfiited in diffluading me ~ 
from any fuch refolution. He told me, my honour 
was too much concerned, attempted to raife my 
hopes of recovery to the utmoft of his power; but 
chiefly he prevailed on me by fuggelting, that, if 
the worft which I apprehended fhould happen, it 
was much better for Amelia, that fhe fhould be 
abfent than prefent in fo melancholy an hour. 
« I know,’ cried he, * the extreme foy which mutt 
* arife in you from meeting again with Ametia, 
*< and the comfort of expiring in her arms; but con- 
‘¢ fider what fhe herfelf muft endure upon the dread- 
*¢ ful occafton, and you would not with to purchafe 
és any happinefs at the price of to much pain to her.’ 
‘ This argument, at length, prevailed on me; afid 
‘ it was after many long debates refolved, that fhe 
¢ fhould not even know my prefent condition till 
6 
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my doom either for life or death was abfolutely 
fixed.’ 
‘ Oh, Heavens! how great! how generous!” 
cried “Mifs Matthews. ‘ Booth, thou art a noble 
© fellow; and | fearce think there is a woman upon 
* earth worthy fo exalted a paffion.’ | 
Booth made a modeit anfwer to the compliment, 
Lg which 
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which Mifs Matthews had paid him. This drew 
more civilities from the Jady; and thefe again more 
acknowledgments. All which we fhall pais by, and 
_proceed with our hiltory. 


. C H A P. VI. 
Containing matters which will pleafe fome readers. 


WO months, and more, had.I continued in 
a {tate of uncertainty, fometimes with more 

flattering, and fometimes with more alarming fymp- 
toms; when one afternoon poor Atkinfon came 
Tunning into my room, all pale and out of breath, 
and begged me not to be turprifed at his news. 
J afked him eagerly what was the matter, and if 
it was any thing concerning Amelia.—lI had {carce 
uttered the dear name, when {he herfelf rufhed into 
the room, and ran hajitily to me, crying, ‘ Yes, 
‘* it is, it is your Amelia herfelt.’ 

‘ There is nothing fo difficult to defcribe, and 
* generally fo dull when defcribed, as f{cenes of ex- 
‘ ceflive tendernefs.’ 

‘ Can you think fo?? fays Mifs Matthews, * furely 
* there is nothing fo charming!—O! Mr Booth, 
* our fex is d—ned by the want of tendernefs in 
* yours ~O were they all like you—certainly no man 
‘ was ever your equal.’ | 

‘ Indeed, Madam,’ cries Booth, ¢ you honour me 
* too much—But—well—when the firit tranfports 
* of our meeting were over, Amelia began gently 
“to chide me for having concealed my tlneds from 
6 
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her; for in three letters which t had writ her fince 
the accident had happened, there was not the leatt 
*@pention of it, or any hint given by which fhe 
“© could pofflibly conclude I was otherwife chan in 
¢ perfec health. And when I had excufed myfelf, 
€ by ailigning the true reafon, fhe cried —* O Mr 
“ Booth ! and do you know fo little of your Amelia, 
*" as to think I could or would furvive you !—would 
© it aot be better for one dreadful fight to break my 
‘ heart all at once, than to break it by degrees? — 
“4G Billy! can any thing pay me for the lots V- 
s* this embrace !’——~ But | afk your pardon -— 
| * how 
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how ridiculous doth my fondnefs appear in your 
eyes !’ 

‘« How often,’ anfwered fhe, ‘ fhall I affert the con- 
trary ?— What would you have me fay, Mr Booth? 
fhall [ tell you I envy Mrs Booth of all the women 
in the world? would you believe me if Idid? | hope» 
you—What am I faying! Pray make no eee 
apology, but go on.’ 

¢ After a {cene,’ continued he, ‘ too tender to be 
conceived by many, Amelia informed me that fhe 
had received a letter from an unknown hand, ac- 
quainting her with my misfortune, and adviting her, 
if fhe ever defired to fee me more, to come diredtly 
to Gibraltar. She faid, {he fhould not have delayed 
a moment after receiving this letter, had not the 
fame thip brought her one from me written with ra- 
ther more than ufual gaiety, and in which there was 
not the leait mention of my indiipofition. ‘his, fhe 
faid, greatly puzzled her-and her mother; and the 
worthy divine endeavoured to perfuade her to give 
credit to my letter, and to impute the other toa 
{pecies of wit with which the world greatly abounds. 
This confilts entirely in doing various kinds of mif- 
chief to our fellow-creatures; by belying one, de- 
ceiving another, expofing a third, and drawing in 
a fourth to expofe himielf; in fhort, by making 
fome the objects of laughter, others of contempt; 
and indeed, not feldom, by fubjecting them to very 
great inconveniencies, perhaps to ruin, for the make 
of a jeit. 

*‘ Mrs Harris and the Doétor derived the iettes 
from this fpecies of wit: Miis Betty, however, was 
of a different opinion, and advifed poor Amelia to 
apply to an officer whom the governor had fent 
over in the fatne fhip, by whom the report of my 
illneis was fo ftrongly confirmed, that Amelia im- 
mediately relolved on her voyage. 

‘ {had a great curiofity to know the author of 
this letter; but not the leait trace of it could be 
ditcovered. The’ only perfon with whom 1 lived 
i any great intimacy was Captain James, and he, 
Madam, fron what I have already told you, you 
will think to be the laft perfon 1 could fu!pedct; 
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* befides, he declared upon his honour, that he knew 
* nothing of the matter; and no man’s honour is, f 
© believe, more facred. "There was indeed an enfign 
‘ of another regiment who knew my wife, and who 
‘ had fometimes vifited me in my illnefs; but he was 
* a very unlikely man to intereft himfelf much i In any 
* affairs which did not concern him; and he too de~ 
* clared he knew nothing of it.’ 

‘ And did you never difcover this fecret ?’ cried 
Mifs Matthews. 

- © Never to this day,’ anfwered Booth. 

‘ | fancy, faid the, ‘ l-could give a fhrewd guefs, 
What fo likely as that Mrs Booth, when you 
left ker, fhould have given her fofter-brother orders 
to fend her word of whatever befel you !—Yet ftay 
that could not be neither: for then fhe would 
not have doubted whether fhe fhould leave dear 
England on the receipt of the letter.—No, it mult 
have been by fome other means ;—yet that I ow 
appeared extremely natural to me; for if 1 had beer 
lett ‘by fuch a hudband, I think I ‘thould have pur- 
fued the fame method.” 

‘ No, Madam,’ cried Booth, ‘ it muft have beer 
conveyed by fome other channel; for my Amelia, 
I am certain, was entirely ignorant of the manner; 
and as for poor Atkinfon, | am convinced he would 
not have ventured te take fuch a ftep without ac- 
quainting me. Befides, the poor fellow had, I be- 
lieve, fuch a regard for my wife, out of gratitude 
for the favours fhe had done his mother, that I make 
no doubt he was highly rejoiced at her abfence 
from my melancholy fcene. Well, whoever writ it, 
is a Matter very immaterial ; yet as it feemed fo odd 
and unaccountable an incident, | could. not help 
mentioning it. 
‘ From the time of Amelia’s aitival: nothing re= 
markable happened till my perfe& recovery, unlefs 
I fhould obferve her remarkable behaviour, {fo full 
of care and tendernefs, that it was perhaps without 
a parallel.’ 
‘Ono, Mr Bocth,’ cries the lady,——* it ts fally 
equalled, [ am fure, by your gratitude. There i$ 
nothing, I believe, fo rare as gratitude in your fex, 
* efpecially 
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efpecially in hufbands. So kind a remembrance is, 


indeed, more than a return to fuch an obligations 


for where is the mighty obligation which a woman 
confers, who being poffeffed of an ineflimable jewel 
is fo kind to herfelf as to be careful and tender of it ? 
I do not fay this to leffen your opinion of Mrs Booth. 
I have no doubt but that fhe loves you as well as fhe 
is capable. But I would not have you think fo 
meanly of our fex, as to tmagine there are nota 
thoufand women fulceptible of true tendernefs to- 
wards a meritorious man.—Believe me, Mr Booth, 
if 1 had received fuch an account of an accident ha- 


. ving happened to fuch a hufband, a mother and a 


parion would not have held me amoment. I fhould 
have leaped into the firft fifhing boat I could have 
found, and bid defiance to the winds and waves, ——~ 
O there is no true tendernefs but in a woman of<fpr- 
rit. [would not be underftood all this while. to re 
fle& on Mrs Booth. Iam only defending the caufe 
of my fex; for upon my foul, fuch compliments to a - 
wife are a fatire on all the reft of womankind.’ 7 
‘ Sure you jeft, Mifs Matthews,’ anfwered Booth, 


with a fmile. ‘ However, if you pleafe, 1 will pros 


ceed in my ftory.’ 
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The Captain, continuing his flory, recounts fome par= 
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ticulars which, we doubt not, to many good people, 
all appear unadtural, : 


WAS fcarce fooner recovered from my indifpo- 

I fition than Amelia herfelf fell ill. This, I am 
afraid, was occafioned by the fatigues which I conld 
not prevent her from undergoing on my accounts 
for as my difeafe went off with violent fweats, du- 
ring which the furgeon ftrictly ordered that I fhould 
ly by myfelf, my Amelia could not be prevailed 
upon to fpend many hours in her own bed. During 
my reftlefs fits fhe would fometimes read to me 
feveral hours together; indeed it was not without 
difficulty that fhe ever quitted my bed-fide. Thefe 
fatigues, added to the uneafinefs of her mind, over- 
* powered 
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* powered her weak fpirits, and threw her into one of 
* the worft diforders that can poflibly attend a woman ¢ 
* a diforder very common among the ladies, and our 
‘ phyficians have not agreed upon its name. Some 
‘ call it the fever on the {pirits, {ome a nervous fever, 
* fome the vapours, and fome the hviterics. 

‘ O fay no more,’ cries Miis Matthews, ‘I pity 

¢ you, I pity you from my foul. A man had better 
‘ be plagued with all the curfes of Egypt than with 
¢ avapourih wife.’ 

¢ Pity me, Madam !’ anfwered Booth; ¢ pity rather 
_ © chat dear creature, who, from her love and care of 
‘ my unworthy felf, contracted a diftemper, the hor- 
* rors of which are fcarve to be imagined. It is ine 
‘ deed a fort of complication of all difeafes together, 
¢ with almoft madnefs added to them. In this fituas 
‘ tion, the fiege being at an end, the Governor gave 
“ me leaye to attend my wife to Montpelier, the air 
‘ of which was judged to be moft likely to reftore 
* her to health. Upon this occafion the wrote to her 
¢ mother to defire a remiitance, and fet forth the me- 
* Jancholy condition of her health, and her neceility 
‘ for money, in fuch terms as would have touched 
‘ any bofom not void of humanity, though a ftranger 
* to the unhappy fufferer. Her fifter “anfwered it, 
* and I believe I have a copy of the anfwer in my 
‘ pocket. I keep it by me as a curtofity, and yon 
‘ would think it more fo, could [ fhew you my Ame- 
¢ lia’s letter” He then fearched his pocket- book, and 
finding the letter, among many others, he read it in the | 
following words: 


*« Dear Sifter, - 


“* MY mamma being much difordered, hath com- 

** manded me to tell you, fhe is both fhocked and 
*¢ furprifed at your extraordinary requeft, or, as fhe 
** chutes to call it, order for money. You know, my 
“ dear, fhe fays, that your marriage with this red- 
** coat man was entirely againit her confent, and the 
¢* opinion of all your family, (1 am dure | may here 
* mclude myielf in that number); and yet, after 
‘* this fatal act of difobedience, {he was prevailed on 
“ te 
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to receive you as her child; not however, nor are 
you fo to underftand it, as the favourite which you 
was before. She forgave you; but this was as a 
Chriftian and a parent; ftill preferving in her own 
mind a juft fenfe of your difobedience, and a juk 
refentment on that account. And yet, notwith- 
{ftanding this refentment, fhe defires you to remem- 
ber, that when you a fecond time ventured to ops 
pofe her authority, and nothing would ferve you 
but taking a ramble (an indecent one I can’t help 
faying) after your fellow, fhe thought fit to thew 
the excefs of a mother’s tendernefs, and furnifhed 
you with no lefs than fifty pounds for your foolith 
voyage. How can fhe then be otherwife than fur- 
prifed at your prefent demand? which, fhould the 
be fo weak to comply with, fhe muft expeé to be 
every month repeated, in order to fupply the ex- 
travagance of a young rakih offcer—You fay fhe 
will compaTionate your fufferings; yes, furely the 
doth greatly compaffionate them, and fo do I too, 
though you was neither fo kind, nor fo civil, as to 
fuppofe | faould. But [ forgive all your flights to 
me, as well now as formerly. Nay, I not only 
forgive, but I pray daily for you,—But, dear filter, 
what could you exped lefs than what has happen- 
ed? you fhould have believed your friends, who 
were wifer and olderthan you. I donot here mean 
myfelf, though [ own I am eleven months and fome 
odd weeks your fuperior; though had [ been 
younger, I might, perhaps, have been able to ad- 
vife you: for wifdom, and what fome may call 
beauty, do not always go together. You will 
not be offended at this: for [ know in your heart 
you have always held your head above fome- 
people, whom perhaps other people have thought 
better of: but why do I mention what I {corn fo 
much ?-——No, my dear fifter, Heaven foebid it 
fhould ever be faid of me, that I value anyfelf upon 
my face—not but, if I could believe men, perhaps 
—but I hate and defpife men—you know {| do, 
my dear, and [ wilh you had defpited them as 
much; but jafa eff alea, as the Doétor fays. 
You are to make the beit of your fortune. i 

** fortune 


~ 
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«fortune | mean my mamma may pleafe to give 
46 you: for you know all is in her power. Let me 
«© advife you then to bring your mind to your cir- 
« cumftances, and remember (for I can’t help wri- 
*‘ ting it, as it is for your own good) the vapours 
«* are a diltemper which very ill become a knapfack. 
‘«¢ Remember, my dear, what you have done; remem- 
« ber what my mamma hath done; remember we 
«© have fomething of yours to keep, and do not con- 
<* fider yourfelt as an only child——No, nor asa 

«© favourite child; but be pleafed to remember, : 


*¢ Dear filter, 
- Your moft affeCionate filter, 
«¢ And moit obedient humble fervant, 
“ E. Harris,” 


¢ O brave Mifs Betty,’ cried Mifs Matthews, * I 
« always held her in high efteem; but I protett the 
* exceeds even what I could have expected from her.’ 

‘ This letter, Madam,’ cries Booth, * you will 
€ believe was an excellent cordial for my poor wite’s 
s fpirits. So dréadful indeed was the effea@t it had 
‘ upon her, that as fhe had read it in my abfence, 
¢ 1 found her at my return home in the moft violent 
* fits; and fo long was it before fhe recovered her 
‘ fenfes, that I defpaired of that blefs’d event ever hap- 
* pening, and my own fenfes very narrowly efcaped 
* from being facrificed to my defpair. However, fhe 
« came at lalt to herfelf, and I began to confider of 
* every means of carrying her immediately to Mont- 
* pelier, which was now become much more necef- 
* fary than before. | 
‘ Though I was greatly fhocked at the barbarity 
of the letter, yet [ apprehended no very ill confe- 
quence from it; for as it was believed all over the 
army that I had. married a great fortune, I had- 
received offers of money, if I wanted it, from 
more than one. Indeed, I might have eafily carried 
my wife to Montpelier at any time; bu: fhe was 
extremely averfe to the voyage, being defirous of 
our returning to England, as I had leave to do; 
and fhe grew daily fo much better, that had it 
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not been for the receipt of that curfed ——which I 
have jult read to you, [ am perfuaded the might 
have been made’ able to return to England in the 
next fhip. aa 

« Among others there was a colonel. in the garrifon, 
who had not only offered, but importuned me to 
receive money ef him: I now therefore repaired to 
him; and as a reafon of altering my refolution, [ 
produced the letter, and at the fame time ac- 
quainted him with the true ftate of my affairs. The 
Colonel read the fetter, fhook his head, and -after 
fome filence, faid, he was forry I had refufed to ac- 
cept his offer before ; but that he had now fo order- 
ed matters, and difpofed of his. money, that he had 
not a fhilling left to fpare from his own occafions. 

¢ Anfwers of the fame kind | had from feveral 
others; but not one penny could I borrow of any ; 
for | have been fince firmly periuaded that the 
honeft Colonel was not content with denying me 


himfelf; bat took effectual means, by fpreading the 


fecret I had fo foolifhly trulted’ him with, to pre- 
vent me from fucceeding elfewhere , for fuch is the 
nature of men, that whoever denies himfelf to do you 
a favour, is unwilling that it fhould be done to you 
by any other. | | 

¢ This was the firft time I had ever felt that dif- 
trefs which arifes from the want of money; a dil-. 
trefs very dreadful indeed in a married itate; for 
what can be more milerable than to fee any thing ne- 
ceffary to the prefervation of a beloved creature, and 
not be able to tupply it ? — 

‘ Perhaps you may wonder, Madam, that I have 
not mentioned Captain James -on this occafion ; 
but he was at that time laid up at Algiers, (whi- 
ther he had been fent by the governor) in a fever. 
However, he returned time enough to fupply me, 
which he did with the utmoit readinefs, on the 
very firft mention of my diitrefs;-and the good 
Colonel, notwithitanding his having difpoled of 
his money, difcounted the Captain’s draught. You 
fee, Madam, aninitance in the generous behaviour 
of my friend James, how falie are all univerfal fa. 
Vou. X. M =O * tires 
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worthieft men the world ever produced. 

« But, perhaps, you will be more pleafed ftill with 
the extravagant generofity of my ferjeant. The day 
before the ‘return of Mr James, the poor fellow 
came tome, with tears in his eyes, and begged { 
would not be offended at what he was going to men- 
tion. He then pulled a purfe from his pocket, which 
contained, he faid, the fum of twelve pounds, and 
which he begged me to accept, crying, he was forry 
it was not m his power to Jend me whatever I want- 
ed. J was fo ftruck with this mftance of generofity 
and friendthip in fuch a perfon, that I-gave him an 
opportunity of prefling me a fecond time, before { 
made him an anfwer. Indeed I was greatly furprif- 
ed how he came to be worth that little fum, and no 
Jefs at his being acquainted with my own-wants.” In 
both which points he prefently fatisied me. As to 
the firft, it feems he ‘had plundered a Spanith officer 
of filteen piftoles ; and as to the fecond, he confetled 
he had it from my wife’s maid, vho had overheard 
fome difcourfe between her miftrefs and me. Indeed, 
people, I believe, always deceive themfelves who ima- 
gine they can conceal dillreffed circumfltances from 
their fervants ; for thefe are always extremely quick- 
fighted on fuch occafions.” : 

‘ Good Heaven !’ cries Mifs Matthews, * how afto- 
nithing is fuch behaviour in fo low a fellow !? 

‘1 thought fo myfelf,’ anfwered Booth; ‘* and 
yet I know not, on a more Aria examination into 
the matter, why we fhould be more furprifed to fee 
greatnefs of mind difcover itfelf in one degree or 
rank of life than in another. Love, benevolence, or 
what you will pleafe to call it, may be the reigning 
paflion in a beggar as well as ina prince ; and where- 
ever It is, its energies will be the fame. 

‘« To confefs the truth, I am afraid we often com- 
pliment what we call upper life, with too much in- 


juftice, at the expence of the lower. Ag it is no 


rare thing to fee inflances which degrade human na- 
ture, in perfons of the higheft birth and education ; 
fo l apprehend, that examples of whatever is really 

| ‘ great 
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€ ¢ great and good, have been fometimes found among 
« thofe who have wanted all fuch advantages. In 
.* reality, palaces, I. make mo doubt, do fometimes _ 
* contain nothing but drearinefs and darknefs, and the 


¢ Sun of righteoufnels hath mone forth with all its 
¢ glory in a cottage.’ 


C H A P._ VIIt. 
The Rory of Booth continued 


R Booth thus went on: 

| ‘ We now took leave of the garrifon, and 
¢ having landed at Marfeilles, arrived at Montpclier, 
¢ without any thing happening. to us worth rémem- 

« brance, except. the extreme fea-ficknefs of poor 
© Amelia; but I was afterwards well repaid for the 
« terrors which it occafioned me, by the good confe- 
¢ quences which attended’ ity for [ believe it contri» 
© buted even more than the air of Montpelier, to the 

« perfect re-eftablifhment of her health.” 

‘ I afk your pardon for interrupting you,’ cries 

; -Mifs Matthews, * but you never fatisfied me whether 

* you took the ferjeant’s.money.—You have made me » 
© half in love with that charming fellow.” 
¢ How can you imagine, Madam;” anfwered Booth, 
I fhould have taken from a'poor fellow what was 
of fo little confequence.to me, and at the fame time 
of fo much.to him?—Perhaps now you will derive 
this from the paffion of pride.” 
* Indeed,’ fays fhe, * I neither derive it from the 
¢ paflion of pride, nor frony the pafhon of folly; bue 


ee ange 


~ © methinks you fhould have accepted the offer, and E 


« am convinced. you hurt him. very much when you 
' © refufed it. But pray proceed in your tory.’ Then | 
Booth went onas follows: 
© As Amelia recovered her health and fpirits daily, 
‘¢ we began to. pafs ouir time very pleafantly as Mont- 
© pelier: for the greateft enemy to the French will ac- 
_ © knowledge, that they are the beft people in the 
© world to live amongft for a little while. “In fome - 
© countries it is almoit as eafy to geta good eftate 
‘ as a good acquaintance. In England, are 
2 X> 
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ly, acquaintance is of almoft as flow growth as an 
oak; fo that the age of man fcarce fuffices to bring 
it to any perfection, and families feldom contract 
any great intimacy till the third, or at Jeaft the 
fecond generation. So fhy indeed are wé Englith of 
letting a ftranger into our houfes, that one would 
imagine we regarded all fuch as thieves. Now the 
French are the very reverfe. Being a ftranger among 
them entitles you to the better place, and to the 
greater degree cf civilicry ; and if you wear but the 
appearance of a gentleman, they never fufpec&t you 
are not one. Their friend{hip indeed feldom extends 
{o far as their purfe; nor is fuch friendfhip ufual in 
other countries. To fay the truth, politenefs carries 
friendfhip far enough in the ordinary occafions of 
life, and thofe who want this accomplifhinent rarel¢ 
make amends for it by their fincerity ; for bluntnefs, 
or rather rudenefs, as it commonly deferves to be 
called, is not always fo much a mark of hanelty as 
It is taken to be. — | . . 

‘ The day after our arrival we became acquainted 


with Monf Bagillard. He was a Frenchman of 


great wit and vivacity, with a greater fhare of learn- 
ing than gentlemen are ufually poffefled of. As he 
lodged in the fame honfe with us, we were imme- 
diately acquainted, and [ liked hts converfation fo 
well, that { never thought I had too much of his 
company. Indeed I fpent fo much of my time with 
him, that Amelia ({ know not whether | ought to 
mention it) grew uneafy at our familiarity, and 
complained of my being too little with her, from 
my violent fondnefs for my new acquaintance ; for 
our converfation turning chiefly upon books, and 
principally Latin ones (for we read feveral of the 
claffics together) fhe could have but little entertain- 
ment by being with us. When my wife had once 


taken it jnto her head that fhe was deprived of my — 


company by Mr Bagillard, it was impoflible to 
change her opinion; and though I now fpent more 


of my time with her than I had ever done before, . 


fhe ftill grew more and more diffatisfied, till at lait, 
e very earneftly defired me to quit my lodgings, 
and iafifted upon it with more vehemence. th@h L 
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* had ever known. her exprefs before. To fay the 
* truth, if that excellent woman could ever be thought. 


' © unreafonable,. I thought ihe was fo upon this occa- 


“ fion. | | 

‘ But. in what light foever her defires appeared 
“ to: me, as they manifeftly arofe from an affection 
* of which I had daily the moft endearing proofs, I 
‘ refolved to comply with her, and accordingly re» 
*« moved to a giltant part of the town;. for it is my 
* opinion.that we can have but little love for the per- 


_ * fon. whom we will never indulge in an unreafonable 


© demand: Indeed,. I was under a dithculty with. 
‘ regard to Monf. Bagillard ;. for as I could not pot- 
* fibly communicate to him the true reafon for quit- 
* ting my lodgings, fo I found it as dificult to de- 
* ceive him by a counterfeit one; befides, I was ap- 
« prehenfive-[ fhould have Kittle lefs of his company: 
« than. before: JI could, indeed, have avoided this. 
« dilemma by leaving Montpelier; for Amelia had. 


.* perfectly recovered her health ; but I had faithfully 
:* promifed: Captain James to wait his return from 


* Italy, whither he was gone fome time. before from: 
* Gibraltar; nor was. it proper for Amelia to take 
¢ any long journey, fhe being now near. fix months. 
© gone with child. 

‘ This difficulty, however, proved:to be lefs than: 
¢ I had imagined it; for my French friend, whether 


© he fufpected any thing from my wife’s behaviour,. 


* though fhe never, as I obferved,. fhewed him the 
© Jeaftincivility,. became fuddenly as-cold on his fide. 
‘ After our leaving the lodgings, he. never made 


- © above two or three formal vifits ; indeed his time was. 


* foon after entirely taken up by an intrigue with a 


. -© certain countefs, which blazed all over Montpelier. 


‘ We had not been long in our new apartments be- 


© fore an Englith officer arrived at Montpelier, and: 
~ © came to lodge in the fame houfe with us. This 


« gentleman, whofe name was Bath,. was of the rank 
* of a major, and. had fo much fingularity in his- 
« character, that, perhaps, you never heard of any 
‘ like him.’ He was far from having any, of thofe_ 
‘ bookifh qualifications, which had before caufed my. 


. © Amelia’s difqniet. It is true, his difcourfe gene-. 
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‘ rally turned on mattefs of no feminine kind ; war 
* and martial exploits being the ordinary topics of his 
“ eonverfation:. however, as he had a filter with 
- ¢ whom Amelia was greatly pleafed, an intimacy pre- 
* fently grew between us, and we four lived in one 
* family. 

‘ The Major was a great dealer in the marvellous, 
* and was conftantly the little hero of his own tales 
* This made him very entertaining to Amelia, who, 
€ of all perfons in the world, hath the truelt tafte and 
“ enjoyment of the ridiculous; for whit no one 
* fooner difcovers it in the character of another,’ no. 
‘one fo well conceals her knowledge of it from the. 
* ridiculons perfon. 1 cannot help mentioning a fen- 
*timent of hers on this head, as I think it doth her 
‘ great honour. ‘ If I had the fame neglect,’ faid 
* ihe, * for ridtcubous -people with tbe generality of 
“ the world, I. fhould rather think them the objects. 
“‘ of tears than Jaughter; but, in reality, I have 
“ known feveral, who, in fome part of their cha- 
_ £© raters, have been extremely ridiculous, in others. 

** have been altogether as amiable. For inftance, 
* faid fhe, * here is the Major, who tells us of many 
*< things which he has never feen, and of others. 


** which he hath never done, and both in the moft. 


** extravagant excefs; and yet how amiable is his be- 
*« haviour to his poor filter, whom ‘he hath not only: 
‘* brought over hither for her health, at his own 
“¢ expence, but is come to bear her company !’ 1 be- 
* lieve, Madam, I repeat her very words; for | am 
“ very apt to remember what fhe fays. 

‘ You will eafily believe, from a circumftance I 
“ have juft mentioned in the Major’s favonr, efpecially: 
« when 1 have told you that his fitter was one of the 
« belt of girls, that it was entirely neceilary to hide 


‘-from her all kind of Jaughter at any part of her | 


* brother’s behaviour. ‘Fo fay the truth, this was 
* eafy enough to do; fot the poor girl was fo. blinded 
‘ with love and gratitude, and fo highly konoured 
* and reverenced her brother, that fhe had not the 
‘ jeaft fufpicion that there was a perfon ia the world 
* capable of laughing at him. : 

* Indeed, I am certain fhe never made the leaft dif- 

* covery 
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‘covery of our ridicule ;.for I am well convinced fhe 

would have refented it: for befides the love the 
bore her brother, fhe had a little family pride, 
which would fometimes appear. To fay the truth, 
if fhe had any faulc, it was that of vanity; but fhé 
was a very good girk upon the whole; and non¢é 
of us are entirely free from faults.’ , 

« You are a good-natured fellow, Will, anfwered 
Mifs Matthews, ‘ but vanity is a fault of the firit mag- 
« nitude in a woman, and often the occafion of many 
< others’ 


- 
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eI this company we pafied two or three monthy 
« very agreeably, till the major and | both betook 
< ourfelves tu our feveral nurferies; my wife being 
« brought to bed of a girl, and Mrfs Bath confined. 
« to her chamber by a furfeit, which had lke to have 
« occafioned her death.” 

Here~Mifs Matthews burft into a loud laugh, of 
which when Bocth aiked the reafon, the faid the 
could not forbear at the theughts of two fuch nurfes; 
« And did you really, fays the, * make your wite’s. 
® caudle yourtelf?” — 
© Indeed, Madam,” faid he, ¢ I did; and do you 
‘think that fo extraordinary ?” 

« Indeed I do,’ anfwered fhe, * I thought the beft 
hufbands had looked ‘on their wives lying-in as a 
time of feftivity and joHity. Whar, did you not even 
get drunk in the time of your wile’s delivery? tel 
me honeftly how you employed yourfelf at this 
time. . 
« Why then honeftly,’ replied he, * and in defiance 


& 
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ported her in my arms; and upon my foul, | Believe 
I felt more pain in my mind than fhe underwent in 
her body. And now anf{wer me as honeltly; do 
you really think it a proper time of mirth, when the 
creature one loves to diitradion ts undergoing the 


anarenne a 


nent danger? and —but I need not exprefs any more 

tender circumftances.’ 

“Iamto anfwer honeftly,’ cried fhe—* Yes, and 
. © facerely,” 


To this Booth made no. anf{wer, bint conuaued his | 


of your laughter, | lay behind her boliter, and fup- | 


moft racking torments, as well as in the moft immi- , 
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fincerely,’ cries Booth.—* Why then honeftly and 
fincerely, fays fhe, * may I never fee Heaven, if I 
_e« don’t think you an angel of a man.’ : 

‘ Nay, Madam,’ anfwered Booth -——‘ but indeed 
* you do me too muck honour, there are many fuch 
hufbands nay, have we not an example of the 
like tendernefs in the major? though as to him, [ 
believe I fhall make you Jaugh. While my wife: 
lay in, Mifs Bath being extremely ill, 1 went one 
day to the door of her apartment, to enquire after 
her health, as well as for the major whom [ had not 
feen during}a whole week. I knocked foftly at the- 
door, and being bid to open it, I found the major 
in his fifter’s antichamber warming her poffet. His. 
drefs was certainly whimfical enough, having on a. 
woman’s bed-gown, and avery dirty flannel night- 
cap, which being added to a very odd perfon (for: 
he is a very aukward thin man near feven feet high) 
might have formed, in the opinion. of molt men, a 
very proper object of laughter. The major ftarted: 
from: his feat at my entering into the room, and with: 
much emotion, and a great oath, cried out, * Is it 
“you, Sir?” [then enquired after his and his filter’s 
¢ health. He anfwered, That his fifter was better, 
* and he was very well, ‘ though [ did not exped,. 
_ © Sir? cried he, with not a little confufion, “te- 

be feen by you in this fituation.’ I told him, 
© I thought it impoffible he could appear_m a fitus 
* ation more becoming his charaéter” * You do 
“ not?” anfwered he. * By G—- 1 am very much 
** obliged to you for that opinion; but I believe, 
** Sir, however my weaknefs may prevail on me te 
“© defcend from it, no man. can be more con{cious 
*‘ of his own dignity than myfelf,.? His fitter thea 
' © called to him from the inner room; upon which he 
‘ rung the bell for her fervant, and then after a ftride 
* or two acrofs the room, he faid, with an elated alped, 
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_ « T would not have you think, Mr Booth, becaute 


** you have caught me in this dithabile, by coming 
** upon me a little too abruptly, I cannot help faying 
*¢ a little too abruptly, that | am my fifter’s nurfe. 
“* | know better what is due to the dignity of a man, 
. and | have fhewn it ina line of battle——L think. 

: ‘et have 


“ 
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«© I have made a figure there, Mr Booth, and be- 
** coming my character ; by G -— I ought not to be 
“« defpifed too much, if my nature ts not totally with- - 
“« out its weakneffes.” He uttered this, and fome 
* more of the fame kind, with great majelty, or, as 
‘he called it, dignity. Indeed, he ufed fome hard 
¢ words that I did not underftand ; for all his words 
‘ are not to be found in a diftionary. Upon the whole, 
‘ I could not eafily refrain from laughter ; however, 
© I conquered myfelf, and foon after retired from him, 
* aftonifhed that it was poflible for a man to poflefs 
* true goodnefs, and be, at the fame time, athamed of 
« it. | 

‘ But if I was furprifed at what had paffed at this 
‘ vifit, how much more was I furprifed the next 


€ morning, when he came very early to my chamber, 


* and told me he had not been able to fleep one wink 


© at what had paffed between us ! ‘ There were fome 


“ words of yours,’ fays he, ‘ which muft be further 
“ explained before we part. You told me, Sir, when 
‘© you found me in that fituation, which I cannot bear 
“ to recollect, that you sae ] could not appear in 
one more becoming my character; thefe were the 
words, | fhall never forget them. Do you imagine 
that there is any of the dignity of a man wanting 
in my charaéer ? do you think that I have, during 
“ my fifter’s illnefs, behaved with a weaknefs that fa- 
voers too much of effeminacy ? 1 know how much 
it is beneath q man to whine and whimper about a 
trifting girl, as well as you, or any man; and if my 
fitter had died, I fhould have behaved like a man on 
the occafion. I wonld not have you think I confins 
ed myfelf from company merely upon her account. 
I was very ouch difordered myielf. And when you 
furprifed me in that fituation, | repeat again in that 
fituation, her nurfe had not left the room three ' 
minutes, and I was blowing the fire for fear it fhould 
“¢ have gone out.’—— In this manner he ran on altho 
“a quarter of an hour, before he would fuffer me to 
‘fpeak, At Jaft, looking ftedfaitly in his face, I atked 
‘ him, if I muft conclude that he was in earneft.—* Im 
“ earnelt,’ fays he, repeating my words, ‘do you 
* thea 
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6 then take my charaéer for a jeft 2? Lookee, Sir, 


* faid I, very gravely, I think we know one another © 


.°¢ very well; and I have no. reafon to. fufpe& you 
'* fhould impute it to fear, when I tell- you, | was fo. 
© far from intending to affront you, that I meant you 


“one of the higheft compliments: Tendernefs for 


* women is fo far from leflening, that it proves a: 
* true manly character. The manly Brutus fhewed: 
© the utmoft tendernefs to his Porcia; aad the great 
© King of Sweden, the braveft, and even fierceft of 
* men, {hut himfelf up three whole days in. the mid&. 
© of a campaign, and would’ fee no company on the: 
® death of a favourite fifter. At thefe words, [ faw- 
* his features foften ; and he cried out, ‘ D——n me,. 
' “ Tadmire the King of Sweden of all the men in the: 
* world; and he is a rafcal that is afhamed of doing’ 
“ any thing which. the King of Sweden didi ——And 
* & yet if any King of Sweden: in France was to tell 
‘< me that ,his filter had. more merit than mine, by 
« G— I'd knock his brains about his ears. Poor little 
“ Betfey !. the is the honefteft, worthieft girl that ever 
_ ** was born. Heaven be ‘praifed, fhe is recovered ;. 
" '6 for, if f had loft her, | never fhould have enjoyed a- 
© nother happy moment.’ In this manner he ran. 
‘“€ on fome time, till the tears began to overlow-——+— 
' © which, when he perceived, he ftopped; perhaps he 
“§ was unable to go on-; for he feemed almoft choaked, 
¢ —After-a fhort filence, however, having wiped*his 
t 


eyes with his handkerchief, he fetched a deep figh, 
and cried, ‘1 am.afhamed you. fhould fee this, Mr 
© Booth ; bat, d—n me, Nature will get the better of 
** dignity.” I now comforted him--with the example 


 * of Xerxes, as I had before done with that of the Kin 


‘ of Sweden: ‘and foon after we fat down-to breakfat 
* together, with much cordial friendfhip; for I aifure 
© you, with all his oddity, there is not a better natured 
* man in the world than the Major.’ . 

~ © Good-natured, indeed !’ cries Mifs Matthews, with. 
great fcorn.--—-* A fool ! how can you mention. fuch 


| © a fetlow with commendation ?” 


_ Booth fpoke as much.as he could in defence of his 
friend ; indeed he had. reprefented. him in-as favour- 
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able a light as poffible, and had particularly left out 

thofe hard words, with which, as he had obferved a 
little before,. the Major interlarded his difcourfe. . 
Booth then proceeded as.in the next chapter. 


-  ° CHAP. IX. 
Containing very extraordinary matters. 


ISS Bath,’ continued Booth, ‘ now recovered 
fo faft, that fhe was abroad as foon as my 
wife. Our little party quarrée began to grow 
agreeable again: and we mixed with the company 
of thesplace more than we had done before. Monf. 
Bagillard now again renewed his intimacy; for the 
countefs his miftrefs was gone to Paris. At which 
my wife at firft fhewed no diflatisfaftion; and I 
imagined that as fhe had a friend and companion 
of her own fex (for Mifs Bath and fhe had con, 
tracted the highelt fondnefs for each other) that fhe 
would the lefs miis my company. However, I was 
difappointed in this expectation; for fhe foon be- 
gan to exprefs her former uneafinefs, and her impa- 
tience for the arrival of Captain James, that we 
might entirely quit Montpelier. 
‘ I could not avoid conceiving fome little difplea- 
fure at this humour of my wife, which | was forced 
to think a little unreafonable.’-——* A little, do you 
call it ?? fays Mifs Matthews, * Good Heavens! 
what a hufband are you !’-——* flow little worthy,’ 
anfwered he, * as you will fay hereafter, of fuch a 
‘* wife as my Amelia! One day as we were fitting 
* together, I-heard a violent icream, upon which 
‘my wife flarting up, cried out, ‘ Sure that’s Mils 
“« Bath’s voice,’ and immediately ran towards the 
* chamber whence it proceeded. J followed her ; 
* and when we arrived, we there beheld the moft : 
* fhocking fight imaginable; Mifs Bath lying dead 
‘ on the tloor, and the Major all bloody kneeling by 
* her, and roaring out for aflittance. Ameiia, though © 
‘ fhe was herfelf in little better condition than her 
‘ friend, ran haftily to her, bared her neck, and at- 
* tempted to Joofen her itays, while 1 ran up and 
3 | ¢ down, 
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¢ down, fcarce knowing what I did, calling for wa- 
ter and cordials, and difpatching feveral fervants one 
after another for doctors and furgeons. | 
‘ Water, cordials, and all neceffary implements 
being brought, Mifs Bath was, at length, recover- 
ed, and placed in her chair, when the Major feated 
himfelf by her. And now the young lady being 
reftored to life, the Major, who, till then, .had en- 
igaged as little of his own, as of any other perfon’s 
attention, Became the obje& of all our confidera- 
tions, efpecially his poor fiiter’s, who had no fooner 
recovered fufficient ftrength, than fhe began to la- 
ment her brother, crying out, that he was killed; 
-and bitterly bewailing her fate, in having revived | 
from her fwoon to behold fo dreadful a fpectacle. 
While Amelia applied herfelf to footh the agonies 
of her friend, I began to enquire into the condition 
of the Major; in which I was aflifted by a furgeon, 
who now arrived. The Major declared with great 
chearfulnefs, that he did not apprehend his wound 
to be in the leaft dangerous, and therefore begged 
his filter to be comforted, faying, he was convinced 
the furgeon would foon give her the fame aflurance; 
but that good man was not fo liberal of aflurances | 
as the Major had expected; for as foon as he had 
probed the wound, he afforded no more than hopes, - 
declaring that it was a very ugly wound; but ad- 
ded, by way of coniolation, that he had cured many 
much worfe. : 
¢ When the Major was dreffed, his fifter feemed to 
poffefs his whole thoughts, and all his care was to 
relieve her grief. He folemnly protefted, that it 
was no more than a flefh wound, and not very deep, 
nor could, as he apprehended, be m the lealt dan-« 
gerous; and as for-the cold expreffions of the fur- 
geon, he very well accounted for them trom a mo- 
tive too obvious to be mentioned. From thefe de- 
clarations of her brother, and the interpofition of 
her friends; and above all, I believe, from that valt 
vent which fhe had given to her fright, Mifs Bath 
feemed a little pacified: Amelia therefore at lait 
prevailed; and as terror abated, curiotity became 
the fuperior paffion. I theretore now began to en- 
z ‘ quire 
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¢ quire what had occafioned that accident, whence 
* all the uproar arofe. . | 

¢ The Major took me by the hand, and looking 
“ very kindly at me, faid, ‘ My dear Mr Booth, 
<¢ I muft begin by afking your pardon; for I have 
«© done you an injury, for which nothing but the 
« height of friendfhip in me can be an excufe; and 
“ therefore nothing but the height of friendfhip in 
** you can forgive.’ This preamble, Madam, you 
é will eafily believe, greatly alarmed all the compa- 
‘ ny, but efpecially me.—I anfwered, Dear Major, I 
é forgive you, let it be what it will; but what is it 
* pofibly you can have done to injure me? ¢ That,’ 
‘ replied he, ‘ which | am convinced a man of your 
«© honour and dignity of nature, by G , muit con- 
** clude to be one of the higheit injuries. I have 
“ taken out of-your own hands the doing yourfelf 
ss juftice. [ am afraid I have killed the man who 
s¢ hath injured your honour. I mean:‘that villain, Ba- 
« gillard—but I cannot proceed; for you, Madam,’ 
* {aid he to my wife, ‘ are concerned; and I know 
<* what is due to the dignity of your fex.’ Ame- 
* Jia, I obferved, turned pale at thefe. words, but 
' © eagerly begged him to proceed,—‘ Nay, Madam,’ 
* an{wered he, * if I am commanded by a lady, it 
«<< is a part of my dignity to obey.’ He then pro- 
ceeded to tell us, that Bagillard had rallied him 
upon a fuppofition that he was purfuing .my wife 
with a view of gallantry; telling him, that he could 
never fucceed; giving hints, that if it had been 
poflible, he fhould have fucceeded himfelf; and 
ending with calling my poor Amelia an accom- 
plifhed prude; upon which the Major gave Bagil- 
lard a box in the ear, and’ both immediately drew 
their fwords. | : 
£ The Major had fcarce ended his fpeech, when a 
fervant came into the room, and told me there was 
a friar below who defired to fpeak with me in great 
hafte. I fhook the Major by the hand, and told 
him I not only forgave him, but was extremely 
obliged to his friendfhip; and then going to the 
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‘ from. whom he came to me, with an earneft defire 
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friar, I found that he was Bagillard’s confeffor,- 
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of feeing me, that he might afk my pardon, and re- 
ceive my forgiveneis before he died, for the injury 
he had intended me. My wife at firlt oppofed my 
going, from fome fudden fears on my account; but 
when fhe was convinced they were groundleis, fhe 
confented. 

‘J found Bagillard in his bed; for the Major’s 
{word had pafied up to the very hilt through his 
body. After having very earneltly afked my par- 
don, he made me many compliments on the pof- 
{feflion of a woman, who joined to the molt exqui- 
fite beauty, was miftrefs of the moft impregnable 
virtue; as a proof of which, he acknowledged the 
vehemence as well as ill fuccefs of his atiempts s 
and to make Amelia’s virtue appear the brighter, 
his vanity was fo predominant, he could not for- 
bear running over the names of féveral women of 
fafhion who had yielded to his paffion, which, he 
faid, had never raged fo violently for any other. as tor 
my poor Amelia; and that this violence, which he 
had found wholly unconquerable, he hoped would 
procure his pardon at my hands. It is unneceflary 
to mention what I jaid on the occafion. J aflured 
him of my entire forgivenne/s; and fo we parted. 
To fay the truth, I afterwards thought myfelf almoft 
obliged to him for a meeting with Amelia, the moft 
Juxurioufly delicate that can be imagined. 

‘ [| now ran to my wife, whom 1 embraced with 
raptures of love and tendernefs. When the firft 
torrent of thefe was a little abated, * Confefs ‘to 


“ me, my dear,’ faid fhe, * could your goodnefs 


a 


prevent you from thinking me a little unreafon- 
able in expreffing fo much uneafinefs at the lofs of 
your company, while I ought to have rejoiced in 
the thoughts of your being fo well entertained ? 
I know you muft: and then confider what [ muft 
have felt, while I knew I was daily leflening my- 
felf in your eiteem, and forced into a conduét, 
‘which I was fenfible mult appear to you, who was 


“ignorant of my motive, to be mean, vulgar, and 
« felfilh. And yet what other courie had | to take, 
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with a man whom no denial, no {corm could abath ? 
—But if this was a cruel taik, how much moré 
‘* wretched 


Chap. re AM ELIA, , | 1365 


<« wretched ftill was the conftraint I was obliged to 
‘© wear in his prefence before you, to fhew outward - 
“* civility to the man whom my foul detefted, for- 
“‘ fear of any fatal confequence from your tufpicion; 
*s and this too, while 1 was afraid he would conftrue 
«< it to be an encouragement.—Do you not pity your 
** poor Amelia when you reflect on her fituation ?”— 
* Pity!’ cried I, ¢ my love, is pity an adequate expref- 
© fion for efteem, for adoration !—But how, my love, 
© could he carry this on fo fecretly—by letters? ¢ O 
“¢ no, he offered me many; but I never would receive 
** but one, and that [ returned him. Good G——! 
<¢ T would not have fuch a letter in my pofleffion for 
« the univerfe; I thought my eyes contaminated with 
« reading it.’——* O brave!’ cried Mifs Matthews ; 
* Heroic, I protett. : 

‘s Had [ a with that did not bear 

*¢ The flamp and image of my dear, 

“ I’d pieree my heart through every vein, 

s¢ And die to let it out again.” 

¢ And can you really,’ cried he, ‘ Jaugh at fo mach 

¢ tendernefs?’ ‘ I laugh at tendernefs ! O Mr Booth,’ 
anfwered fhe, * Thou knoweft but little of Califta.’ « 1 
‘ thought formerly,’ cried he, * I knew a great deal, 
¢ and thought you of all women in the world,to have 
‘ the greatelt,———-* Of all women!—Take care, Mr 
‘ Booth,’ faid fhe.—‘ By Heaven, if you thought fo 
* you thought truly—But what is the object of my 
‘ tendernefs? fuch an object as’ ‘Well, Madam,’ 
fays he, ‘ [hope you will find one.” ——* i thank yon 
‘ for that hope, however,’ “fays fhe, ‘ cold as it is; 
« but pray go on with your ftory ;’ which command 
he immediately obeyed. ; 


CHAP X. ' 


Containing a letter of a very curious hind. 


HE Major’s wound,” continued Booth, ‘ was 
really as flight as he believed it; fo that in a 

very few days he was perfectly well ; nor was Bagil- 
lard, though run through the body, long apprehend- 
ed to bein danger of his life. The Major then 
took me afide, and withing me heartily joy of Bagil- 
lard’ s recovery, told me I would now, by the gift 
N 2 « (as 
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* (asit were) of Heaven, have an opportunity of doing 
* myfelf jultice. I anfwered, I could not think of any 
* fuch thing: for that when I imagined he was on his 
‘ death-bed, I had heartily and fincerely forgiven 
‘him. ‘£ Very right,’ replied the Major, * and 
** confiftent with your honour, when he was on his 
** death-bed; but that forgivenefs was only conditio- 
** nal, and is revoked by his recovery.’ I told him, 
‘ I could not poffibly revoke it; for that my anger 
‘ was really gone.—* What hath anger,’ cried ie 
** to de with the matter? the dignity of my nature 
** hath been always my reafon for drawing my {word ; 
**‘and when that ts concerned, I ean as readuy fight 
‘s with the man I love, as with the man I hate?— I 
‘ will not tire you with the repetition of the whole ar- 
* gument, in which the Major did not prevail ; and I 
‘ really believe, I funka little in his efteem upon that 
‘ account, till Captain James, who arrived foon after, 
‘ again perfealy re-inftated me in his favour.. 

_¢ When the Captain was come, there remained no 
caufe of our longer ftay at Montpelier ; for as to my 


ever known her, and Mifs Bath had not only reco- 
vered her health, but her bloom; and froma pale 
fkeleton, was become a plump, handfome, young 
woman. James was again my cafhier; for far from 
receiving any remittance, it was now a long time 
fince I had received any letter from England, though 
both myfelf and my dear Ameka had written feveral, 
both to my mother and fifter; and now at our de- 
parture from Montpelier, -1 bethought myfelf of 
writing to my good friend the Door, acquainting 
him with our journey to Paris, whither I defired he 

would direé&t his anfwer. 
‘ At Paris we all arrived, without epcountring any 
adventure on the road worth relating ; nor did any 
thing of confequence happen here during the firft 
fortnight: for as you know neither Captain James 
nor Mifs Bath, it is fcarce worth telling you, that 
an affection, which afterwards ended in a marriage, 
began now to appear between them, in which it may 
appear odd to you that I made the firlt difcovery of 
the lady’s flame, and my wife of the Captain’s. an 
: ¢ 
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wife, fhe was in a better ftate of health than I had ~ 


—_——— 
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‘~The feventeenth day after our arrival at Paris, I 
received a letter from the Do¢tor which J have in 
my pocket-book.; and, if you pleafe, I will read it 
you; for I would not willingly do any injury to his 
words.’ 

The lady, you may eafily believe, defired to hear 


the letter, and Booth read it as follows: 


€s 
€¢ 


“ My dear Children, 


Fos I will now call you fo, as you have net- 

ther of you now any other parent in this 
world. Of this melancholy news 1 fhould have 
fent you earlier notice, if | had thought you ig- 
norant of it, or indeed if I had known whither to 
have written. If your fifter hath received any let- 
ters from you, fhe hath kept them a fecret, and 
perhaps out of affection to you hath repofited them 
in the fame place where fhe keeps her goodnefs, 
and, what | am afraid is much dearer to her, her 
money. The reports concerning you have -been 
various; fo is always the cafe in matters where men 
are ignorant: for when no man knows what the 
truth is, every man thinks himfelf at liberty to re- 
port what he pleafes. Thofe who wifh you well, 
fon Booth, fay fimply that you are dead; others, 
that you ran away from the fiege, and was cafhier- 
ed. As for my daughter, all agree that fhe isa 
faint above; and there are not wanting thofe who 
hint that her hufband fent her thither. From this 
beginning you will expect, I fuppofe, better news 
than lam going to tell you; but pray, my dear 
children, why may not J, who have always laughed 
at my own affiictions, laugh at yours, without the 
cenfure of much malevolence? [ wifh you could 
learn this temper from me; for, take my word for 
it, nothing truer ever. came from the mouth of a. 
heathen than that fentence, 


6 ——Leve fit quod bene fertur onus *, 


«© And though I muft eonfefs, I ever thought Ari- 
ftoule (whom I do not take for fo great a blockhead 
as fome who have never read him) doth not very 
® The burden becemes light by being well borae. | 
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wel] refolve the doubt which he hath raifed in his 
Ethics, viz. How a man, in the midft of King 
Priam’s misfortuues, can be called happy? yet I 


have long thought that there is no calamity fo great - 


that a Chriltian philofopher may not reafonably 


laugh at it. If the heathen Cicero, doubting of .. 


immortality (for fo wife a man muft have doubted 
of that which had fuch {lender arguments to fup- 
port it), could affert it as the office of wifdom, Hu- 
manas res defpicere atque infra fe pofttas arbitrarit: 
‘* Which pailage, with much more to the fame 
* purpofe, you will find im the third book of his 
Tufculan Queftions: ~ 7 


‘* With how much greater confidence may a good | 


Chriftian defpife, and even deride all temporary 
and fhort tranfitory evils! If the poor wretch, who 
is trudging on to his miferable cottage, can laugh 
at the itorms, and tempefts, the rain and whirlwinds 
which furround him, while his richelt hope is only 
that of relt; how much more chearfully muft a man 
pafs through fuch tranfient ev'ls whofe {pirits are 
buoyed up with the certain expectation of finding a 
noble pajace, and the moft fumptuous entertain- 
ment ready to receive him? I do not much like 
the fimile; but I cannot think of a better. And 
yet, inadequate as the fimile is, we may, 1 think, 
from the actions of mankind, conclude, that they 
will confider it as much too ftrong; for in the cafe 
I have put of the entertainment, is there any man 
fo tender or poor- fpirited as not to defpife and often 
to deride the fierceft of thofe inclemencies which I 
have mentioned? but in our journey to the glorious 
manfions of everlafting blifs, how feverely is every 
little rub, every trifling accident lamented; and if 
fortune fhowers down any of her heavier ftorms 
upon us, how wretched do we prefently appear to 
ourfelves and to others! The reafon of this can be 
no other than that we are not in earneft in our faith; 
at, the beft, we think with too little attention on 
‘ this our great concern. While the moft paultry 
matters of this world, even thofe pitiful trifles, 


+ To look down on all human affairs as matters below his 


« thofe 


coofideration. 
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thofe childith gewgaws, riches and honours, are 
tranfacted with the utmoft earneftnefs, and molt fe- 
rious application, the grand and weighty affair of © 


immortality is poftponed and difregarded, nor ever 


brought into the leaft competition with our affairs 
here. If one of my cloth fhould begin a difcourle 
of Heaven in the fcenes of bufinefs or pleafure, in 
the Court of Requefts, at Garraway’s or at White’s, 
would he gain a hearing, unlefs, perhaps, of tome 
forry jeter who would defire to ridicule him ? would 


- he not prefently acquire the name of the mad par- 


fon, and be thought by all men worthy of Bedlam ? 
or would he not be treated as the Romans treated 
their Aretalogi*, and confidered in the light of a 
buffoon? But why fhould[ mention, thofe places 


-of hurry and worldly purluits ?— What attention do 


we engage even in the pulpit! here, if a fermon > 


_ be prolonged a little beyond the ufual hour, doth it 


not fet half the audience afleep ? as I queftion not 
I have by this time both my children. Well then, 
like a good-natured furgeon, who prepares his pa- 


‘tient for a painful operation, by endeavouring as 


much as he can to deaden his fenfation, I will now 
communicate to you, in your flumbering condition, 
the news with which i threatened you. Your good © 


mother, you are to know, is dead at laft, and hath 
left her whole fortune to her elder daughter.--This 


is all the ill news 1 have to tell you. Confefs now, 
if you are awake, did you not expect it was much 
worte ? did not you apprehend that your charmin 

child was dead? far from it, he is in perfe& health, 
and the admiration of every body ; what is more, - 
he will be taken care of, with the tendernefs of a 
parent, till your return, What pleafure muft this 
give you! if indeed any thing can add to the hap- 
pinefs of a married couple who are extremely and > 
defervedly fond of each other, and, as you write 
me, in perfect health. A fuperftitious heathen 
would have dreaded the malice of Nemetis in your 
fituation ; but, as | am a Chriftian, [I fhall venture 


* 4 fer of ie philofophers, who diverted great men at _ 


their table with burlefque difcourfes on virtue. 


6s ‘6 


149 AM ELTA. Beokifi. 


« to add another circumftance to your felicity, by 
<‘ affuring you that you have, befides your wife, a 
«« faithful and z2alous friend. Do not therefore, 
“ my dear children, fall into that fault which the ex- 
«« cellent Thucydides obferves is too commonin human 
** nature, to bear heavily the being deprived of the 
“‘ fmaller good, without conceiving, at the fame time, 
*« any gratitude for the much greater bleflings which 
“ we are fufferedtoenjoy. 1 have only farther to tell 
«< you, my fon, that when you call-at Mr Morand’s, 
«* Rue Dauphine, vou will find yourfelf worth a hun- 
“ dred pounds. Good Heaven! how much richer 
** are you than millions of people who are in want of 
** nothing ! Farewell, and know me for 

‘© Your fincere and affectionate friend.” 


« There, Madam,’ cries Booth, ‘ how do you like the 
« Jetter °? 
‘ Oh! extremely,’ anfwered fhe, ‘ the Doétor is 2 
* charming man; I always loved dearly to hear him 
¢ preach. I remember to have heard of Mrs Harris’s 
* death above a year before I left the country ; but 
* never knew the particulars of her will before. I am 
* extremely forry for it, upon my honour.’ _ 
‘ Oh fy ! Madam,’ cries Booth, ‘ have you fo foon 
* forgot the chief purport of the Doétor’s letter ?? 
© Ay, ay,’ cried fhe, ‘ thefe are very pretty things 
* to read, I acknowledge ; but the lofs of fortune is a 
* ferious matter: and | am fure a man of Mr Booth’s 
* underftanding muft think fo.’ * One confideration, 
* Imuft own, Madam,’ anfwered he, ‘a good deal 
* baffled al! the Doctor’s arguments, This was the 
* concern for my little growing family, who muil one 
* day feel the lofs} nor was | fo eafy upon Amelia’s 
* account as upon my own, though fhe herfelf put on 
* the utmoft chearfulnefs, and itretched her invention 
* to the utmolt to comfort me.---—- But fure, Madam, 
* there is fomething in the Doétor’s letter to admire be- 
* yond the philofophy of it; what think you of that 
* eafy, generous, friendly manner, in which he fent me 
‘the hundred pounds !? 
* Very noble and great. indeed,’ replied fhe; * but 
| pray 
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‘ pray go on with your ftory; for I long to hear the 
* whole.’ | 
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CHAP. XI. 
In which Mr Booth relates his return to England. 


OTHING remarkable, as I remember, hap- 
N pened during our ftay at Paris, which we left 
foon after, and came to London. Here we refted 
only two days, and then, taking leave of our fellow- 
travellers, we fet out for Wiltfhire, my wife being 
fo impatient to fee the child which fhe had left be- 
hind her, that the child fhe carried with her was 
almoft killed with the fatigue of the journey. 
‘ We arrived at our inn Jate in the evening. Amelia, 
though fhe had no great reafon to be pleafed with 
any part of her fifler’s behaviour, refolved to behave 
to her, as if nothing wrong had ever happened. 
She therefore fent a kind note to her the moment 
of our arrival, giving her her option, whether fhe 
would come to us at the inn, or whether we fhould 
that evening wait on her, The fervant, after wait- 
ing an hour, brought us an anfwer, excufing her 
from coming to us fo Jate, as fhe was difordered 
with a cold, and defiring my wife by no means to 
think of venturing out after the fatigue of her jour- 
ney, faying, fhe would, on that account, defer the 
great pleature of feeing her till the morning, with- 
out taking any more notice of your humble fervant, 


‘than if no fuch perfon had been in the world, tho’ 


I had very civilly fent my compliments to her. I | 
fhould not mention this trifle, if 1t was ‘not to fhew 
you the nature of the woman, and that it will be 
a kind of key to her future conduct. 
* When the fervant returned, the good Dodétr, 
who had been with us almoft all the time of his 
abfence, hurried us away to his houfe, where we 
prefently found a fupper and a bed prepared for us. - 
My wife was eagerly defirous to fee her child that 
night; but the Doctor wouid not fuffer it; and as 
he was at nurfe at a diftant part of the town, and 
the Doctor afflured her he had feen him in perfe& 
: ‘ health 
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health that evening, fhe fuffered herfelf at lait to 
be difluaded. 
‘ We {pent that evening in the moft agreeable 
manner: for the Doétor’s wit and humour, joined 
to the higheft chearfulnefs and good-nature, made 
him the moft agreeable companion in the world ; 
and he was now in the higheit f{pirits, which he was 
pleafed to place to our account. We fat together 
to a very late hour; for fo excellent is my wife’s 
conttitution, that fhe ‘declared fhe was f{carce fenfible 
of any fatigue from her late journies. 
‘ Amelia flept not a wink all night, and in the 
morning early the Doctor accompanied us to the 
little infant. The tranfports we felt on this occafion 
were really inchanting, nor can any but a fond pa- 
rent conceive, | am certain, the leaft idea of them. 
Our imaginations fuggefted a hundred agreeable 
circumttances, none of which had, perhaps, any 
foundation. We made words and meaniag out of 
every found, and in every feature | found out fome 
refemblance to my Amelia, as fhe did to me. 
¢ But I afk your pardon tor dwelling on fuch inci 
dents; and will proceed to fcenes which, to moft 
perfons, will be more entertaining. 

‘ We went hence to pay a vifit to Mifs Harris, 


whofe reception of us was, I think, truly ridiculous; | 


and as you know the lady, I will endeavour to de- 
feribe it particularly. At our firft arrival we were 
ufhered into a parlour, where we were fuffered to 
wait almoftan hour. At length the lady of the 
houfe appeared in deep mourning, with a face, if 
poffible, more difmal than her drefs, in which, 
however, there was every appearance of art. Her 
features were indeed fkrewed up to the very heighth 
of grief. With this face, and in the moit folema 
gait, fhe approached Amelia, and coldly faluted her. 
After which, fhe made me a very diftant formal 
courtefy, and weal] fat down. Ai fhort filence now 
enfued, which Mifs Harris at length broke, with a 
deep figh, and faid, * Sifter, here is a great aJterae 


** tion in this place fince you faw it lait; Heaven hath 
* been pleafed to take my poor mother to itfelf.’— 


(Here fhe wiped her eyes, and then continued) < I 
66 hope 
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‘¢ hope I know my duty, and have learned a proper 
* refignation to the divine will; but fomething is to 
« be allowed to grief for the beft of mothers; for fo 
“« fhe was to us both: and if at laft fhe made any 
 diftm@ion, fhe muft have had her reafons ‘for fo 
* doing. I am fure I can truly fay I never wifhed, 
* much lefs defired it.’ The tears now ftood in poor 
* Amelia’s eyes: indeed fhe had pal too many already 
© for the memory of fo unnatural a parent. She an- 
* fwered with the fweetnefs of an angel, that fhe was 
‘ far from blaming her filter’s emotions on fo tender 
* an occafion; that fhe heartily joined with her in her 
* grief: for that nothing whitch her mother had done 
in the latter part of her life, could efface the re- 
membrance of that tendernefs which fhe had for- 
merly fhewn her. Her fifter caught hold of the word 
efface, and rung the changes upon it.—‘ Efface 
cried fhe, * O Mifs Emily (for you muft not expe& 
** me to repeat names that will be for ever odious) 1 
** with indeed every thing could be effaced—E ffaced '! 
“* O that that was poflible; we might then have ftitl 
** enjoyed my poor mother; for I am convinced the 
** never recovered her grief on a certain occafion.’— 
* Thus fhe ran on, and after many bitter ftrokes upon 
* her fifter, at laft dire@ly charged her mother’s death 
* on my marriage with Amelia. I[ conld be filent 
* then no longer. I reminded her of the perfect re- 
* conciliation between us before my departure, and 
* the great fondnefs which fhe expreffed for me; nor 
could I help faying, in very plain terms, that if {he 
had ever changed her opinion of me, as [ was not 
confcious of having deferved fuch a change by my 
own behaviour, I was well convinced to whofe goud 
offices I owed it., Guilt hath very quick ears to an 
* aceufation. Mifs Harris immediately anfwered to 
“ the charge. She faid, fuch fufpicions were no more 
* than. fhe expected; that they were of ‘a piece with 
‘ every other part of my condué, and gave her one 
‘* confolation, that they ferved to account for her 
' ¢ fifter Emily’s unkindnefs, as well to herfelf as to her 
‘ poor deceafed mother, and in fome meature Jeflened 
™ the guilt of it with regard to her, fince it was not 
* eafy to know how far a woman is in the power of 
* her 
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‘ her hufband. My dear Amelia reddened at-the re- 
‘ flection on me; and begged her filter to name any 
* fingle initance "of unkindnefs or dilrefpe&t, in which 
* fhe had ever offended. To this the other an{wered, 
‘ (I am fure I repeat her words, though I cannot 
* mimic either the voice or air with which they were 
¢ fpoken) ‘¢ Pray, Mifs Emily, which is to be the 
‘¢ judge? yourfelf or that gentleman? I remember the 
* time when I could have trufted to your judgment in 
«: any affair; but you are now no longer miltrefs of 
*¢ yourfelf, and are not anfwerable for your actions. 
«© Indeed it is my conftant prayer, that your actions may 
“4 not be imputed to you. It was the conftant prayer. 
“ of that blefled woman,.my dear mother, who is now 


“4 faint above; a faint whofe name I can never men-- 


* tion without a tear, though [ find you can hear it 
«© without one. I cannot help obferving fome concern 
“* on fo melancholy an occafion; it feems due to de- 
** cency; but perhaps (for I always with to excufe 
“© you) you are forbid to cry. The idea of being 
bid or forbid to cry, ftruck fo ftrongly on my fancy, 
‘ that indignation only could have prevented me from 
‘ laughing. But my narrative, [ am afraid, begins 
to grow tedious. [n fhort, after hearing, for near 
an hour, every malicious infinuation which a fertile 
genius cuuld invent, we took our leave, and fepa- 
rated, as perfons who would never willingly meet 
again. 

¢‘ The next morning after this interview, Amelia 
received a Jong letter from Mifs Harris; in which 
after many bitter invectives againft me, the excufed 
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as fhe did, in order to prevent Amelia’s ruin, if 
her fortune had fallen into my hands. She likewife 
* very remotely hinted, that fhe would be only a truftee 
© for her falter’s children, and told her, thet on one 
‘ condition only, fhe would confent to live with her 
‘as a fifter. ‘This was, if fhe could by any means 
* be feparated from that man, as fhe was pleafed to 
©‘ call me, who had caufed fe much mifchief in the 
‘ family. 
‘ 1 was fo enraged at this ufage, that, had age 
‘¢ Amelia intervened, I believe I thould have applied 
2 ‘ to 
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* to a magiftrate for a fearch-warrant for that picture, 
‘ which there was fo much reafon to fufpe& fhe had 
‘ftolen; and which, [ am convinced, upon a fearch, 
* we fhould have found i in her pollétion. 

‘ Nay, it is poflible enough,’ cries Mifs Matthews; 
for I believe there is no wickednefs of which the 
lady is not capable.’ 

‘ This agreeable letter was faeocedea by another 
of the like uncomfortable kind, which informed me 
that the company in which I was, being an addi- 
tional one, raifed in the beginning of the war, was 
reduced ; fo that I was now a lieutenant on half- 
pay. 

‘ Whilft we were meditating on our prefent fitua- 
tion, the good Doctor came to us. When we rela- 
ted to him the manner in which my fifter had treated 
us, he cried out, * Poor foul! J pity her heartily ;? 
for this is the fevereit refentment he ever exprefles ; ; 
indeed I have often heard him fay, that a wicked 
* foulis the greatelt objec of compaffion in the world.’ 
— A fentiment which we fhall leave the reader a little 
time to digett. 
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CHAP. XI 
In which Mr Booth concludes his flory. 


HE next day the Doétor fet out for his par- 
fonage, which was about thirty miles diftant, 
whither Amelia and myfelf accompanied him, and 
where we ftayed with him all the time of his refi- 
dence there, being almoft three months. 
‘ The fituation of the parifh under my good friend’s 
care is very pleafant. It is placed among meadows 
wathed by a clear trout-ftream, and flanked on both 
fides with downs. His houfe indeed would not 
much attraé the admiration of the virtuofo. He 
built it himfelf, and it is remarkable only for its 
plainnefs; with which the furniture fo well agrees, 
that there is not one thing tn it that may noi be 
abfolutely neceflary, except books, and the prints of | 
Mr Hogarth, whom he calls‘a moral facirift. 
4c Nothing, however, can be imagined more agree- 
able- than the life that the Poteet leads in this 
. Vou. X. O. _ * homel 
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* plain, I fancy you yourfelf will fnd no glory mike 
6é 


homely honfe, which he ealls his earthly paradife. 
All his parithtoners, whom he treats as his children, 
regard him as their common father. Once in 
a week he conftantly vifits every houte in the pariih, 
examines, commends, and rebukes as he finds oc- 
cafion. This is practifed likewife ‘by his curate in 
his abfence ; and fo good an effect ts produced by 
this their care, that no quarrels ever proceed either 
to blows or Jaw-fuits; no beggar is to be found in 
the whole parifh; nor did [ ever hear a very pro- 
fane oath all the time 1 lived in it. 

« But to return from fo agreeable a digreflion, te 
my own affairs, that are much lefs worth your ate 
tention. In the midft of all the pleafures I tafted 
in this {weet place, and in the moft deliphtful com- 
pany, the woman and man whom I loved above all 
things, melancholy reflexions concerning my un- 
happy circumitances would often fteal into my 


‘thoughts. My fortune was now reduced to lefs 


than forty pounds a year; I had already two chil- 
dren, and my dear Amelia was again with child. 


© One day the Doétor found me fitting by myfelf, 


and employed in melancholy contemplations on this 
fubje&. tle told me he had obferved me growing 
of late very ferious ; that he knew the occafion, and 
neither wondered at, nor blamed me. He then 
afked me if I had any profpeét of going again inte 
the army ; if not, what fcheme of life 1 propofed to 
myfelf. 

‘¢ IT told him, that as J had no powerful friends, I 
could have but little expectations in a military way; 
that I was as incapable of thinking of any other 
fcheme, as-all bufinefs. required fome knowledge or 
experience, and likewife money to fet up with; of 
all which I was deltitute. 

‘You muft know then, Child,’ faid the Door, 
that ] have been thinking on this fubject as well as 
you; for [ can think, 1 promife you, with a plea- 
fant countenance.’ Thefe were his words. - As 
to the army, perhaps means might be found of get- 
ting you another commiffion; but my daughter 
feems to have a violent objection to it; and to be 
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*© you amends for your abfence from her. And for 
« my part,’ faid be, * I never think thofe men wile 
¢¢ who for any worldly intereft forego the greateft 
« happinefs of their lives. If [ miftake not,’ fays he, 
“- a country life, where you could be always together, 
“ would make you both much happier people.’ 

‘I anfwered, that of all things I preferred it 
* mots, and £ believed Amelia was. of the fame 
© opinion. | 

‘ The Doétor, after a little hefitatiom, propofed to 

* me to turn farmer, and offered to let me his parfon-. 
* age, which was then become vacant. He faid, it 

© was a farm which required but httle fiock, and that 

€ little fhould not be wanting. : 

¢ I embraced this offer very eagerly, and with 
“ preat thankfulnefs, and immediately repaired to. 

+ Amelia to: communicate i to her, and to know her 
* fentiments.. 
- © Amelia received the news with the higheft tran- 
* fports of joy ; fhe faid, that her greateit fear had al- 
* ways been of my entering again into the army. She 
‘ was fo kind as to fay, that all itattons of life were 
* equal to her, unlefs as one afforded her more of my 
‘ company than another. ‘ And as to our children,” 
* faid fhe, «jet us breed them up to an humble for- 
“ tune; and they wall be contented withit : for none,’ 
“added my angel, * deferves: happinefs, oer indeed, 
** are capable of it, who make any particular {tation 
“ aneceflary ingredient.’ : 

© Thus, Madam, you fee me degraded from my 
* former rank in life; no longer Captain Booth, but 
* Farmer Kooth at your fervice. : 

‘ During my firft year’s continuance tn this new 
“feene of life, nothing, I think, remarkable hap- 
* pened-; the hiflory of one-day would, indeed, be the 
* hiftory of the whole year? 

‘ Well, pray then,’ faid Mifs Matthews, ¢ do let 
“us hear the hiflory of that day; I have a ftrange 
* curiofity t6 know how you could kill your time; 
: and do, if poflible, find out the very belt day you 

‘cane 

_ * If you command me, Madam,’ anfwered Booth, 

* you mult yourfelf be accountable for the dulnefs of 
O32 ‘ the 
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* the narrative. Nay, I believe, you have impofed a 
‘ very difficult tafk on me; for the greateft happi- 
* neis is incapable of defcription. 

* T rofe then, Madam,’ 

‘O the moment you waked, undoubtedly,’ faid 
Mifs Matthews, —— 

"© Ufually, faid he, ¢ between five and fix.” 

‘1 will have no ufually,’ cried Mifs Matthews, 
¢ you are confined to a day, and it is to be the be& 
and happiecit in the year.’ 

‘ Nay, Madam,’ cries Booth, ‘ then I muft tell you 
¢ the day in which Amelia was bronght to bed, after 
a painful and dangerons labour; for that I think 
was the happicft day of my life.’ ‘ | 
‘1 proteit,’ faid fhe, * you are become farmer 
Booth indeed. What a happinels have you paint 
ed to my imagination! you put me in mind of a 
newfpaper, where my Lady Such-a-one is delivered 
of a fon, to the great joy of fome illuftrious fa- 
mily.? 
‘ Why then, I do affure you, Mifs Matthews,” cries 
Booth, ‘I fearce know a circumftance that diftin- 
© guifhed one day from another. The whole was one 
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Our lives refembled a calm fea.’ 
* The dulieft of all ideas,” cries the lady. 
‘ I know,’ faid he, * it muft appear dull in* delaras 
tion: for who can deftribe the pleafures which the 
morning air gives to one in perfect health; the flow 
of fpirits which fprings up from exercife; the dee 
light which parents fee] from the prattle, and in- 
nocent follies of their children; the joy with which 
the tender fmile of a wife infpires a hufband; or, 
Jaftly,. the chearful, folid comfort which a fond 
couple enjoy in each other’s coriverfation !—All thefe 
pleafures, and every other of which our fituation 
was capable, ye tafted in the highelt degree. Our 
happinefs was, perhaps, too great; for Fortune 
feemed to grow envious of it, and interpofed one of 
the molt cruel accidents that could have befallen us, 
by robbing us of our dear friend the Doctor.’ 
~* Tam forry for it,” faid Mifs Matthews. ‘ He was 
‘ indeed 
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‘ indeed a valuable man, and I never heard of his. 
¢ death before.’ 

‘ Long may it be before any one — of it,’ cries 
Booth. ‘ He is, indeed, dead to us; but will, I 
* hope, enjoy many happy years of life. You know, 
‘ Madam, the obligations he had to his patron the 
| Earl: indeed, it was impoffible to be once in his 
‘ company without hearing of them: I am fure you 
‘ will neither wonder thac he was chofen to at- 
‘ tend the young Lord in his travels as his tutor, nor 
* that the good man, however difagreeable it might 
‘be (as in fac it was) to his iachaation,. fhould 
“comply with. eal earnett. requett of his friend and 

* patron. 

' © By this means. I was bereft not only of the bef 
* companion in the world, but of the belt counfellors, 
- a lofs of which:I have fince felt the bitter confe- 

* quence; for no greater advantage, I am convinced, 
“can arrive to a young. mao. who hath any degree 

* of underftanding,. than an. intimate converfe with 
* one of riper years, who is: not only able to advife,. 
‘but whe knows the ‘manner of adviling. By this. 
“means «alone, youth can. enjoy the bene&t. of the: 
“© experience of age, and that at atime of. life when 
“ fuch. experience will be of more fervice toa man, 
* than when he hath lived long eHOBES to acquire it 
* of himfelf, . 

* From want of my fage. counfellor, I now felk 
* into manyerrors.. The firit of these was in enlarging: 
é pany bufinels, by adding a farm of one hundred a- . 

* year co the parfonage; in renting which | had alfo- 
* as bad.a bargain.as the Doctor had. before given me: 
*a good one. The confequence. of which was,, that 
* whereas at .the end of. the. firft year, I was worth 
* opwards of fourfcore pounds; at the end of the 
* fecond, I was near half that fun worle ae the. pirate 
‘. ‘) than: nothing, -- 

* A fecond folly [ was guilty of, in 1 uniting paiiiee 
© with the curate of the purifh, who had juit married, 
-* as ny wife and 1 thought, a very good lert of a wo- 
“man We had net,. however, lived one month to- 

* gether, :-before { plainly perceived this: good fort of 
‘ womaa had takena | great: prejudice: sgrae my. Ame- 

. Oz * hia; 
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lia; for which, if I had not known fomething of 
the human paflions, and that high place which envy 
holds among them, I fhould not have.been able to 
account : for fo far was my angel from having given 
her any caufe of diflike, that fhe had treated her 
not only with civility, but kindnefs, 
‘ Befides fuperiority in beauty, which, I believe, 
all the world would have allowed to Amelia, there 
was another caufe of this envy, which I am almo& 
afhamed to mention, as it may well be called my 
reatelt folly. You are to know then, Madam, that 
oa a boy I had been always fond of driving a 
coach, in which I valued myfelf on having fome 
fkill. This, perhaps, was an innocent, but I allow 
it to have beena childith vanity. As I had an op- 
portunity, therefore, of buying an old coach and 
harnefs very cheap, (indeed they colt me but twelve 


pounds), and as I confidered the fame horfes which 


drew my waggons, would likewife draw my coach, 
I refolved on indulging myfelf in the purchafe. 


‘ The confequence of fetting up this poor ald coach ~ 


is inconceivable. Before this, as my wife and my- 
felf had very little diftinguithed ourfelves from the 
other farmers and their wives, ether in our drefs, 
or our way of living, they treated us as their equals ; 
but now they began to confider us as elevating oure 
felves into a ftate of fuperiority, and immediately 
begun to envy, hate, and declare war againft us. 
The neighbouring little {quires too, were uneafy to 
fee a poor renter become their equal in a matter ia 
which they plaeed fo much dignity; and not doubt- 
ing but it arofe in me from the fame. oftentation, 
they began to hate me hkewife, and to turn my 
equipage into ridicule; aflerting that my horfes, 
which were as well matched as any in the kingdom, 
were of different colours and fizes; with mnch more 
of that kind of wit, the only bafis. of which is lying. 

‘ But what will appear moft furprifing to you, Ma- 
dam, was, that the curate’s wife, who, being lame, 
had more ule of the coach than my Amelia, (indeed, 
fhe fetdom went te church im any other manner) 
was one of my bittereft enemies on the eccafion, 


Jf the had ever any difpute with Amelia, which all 


¢ the 
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© the fweetnefs of my poor girl could not fometimes 
‘ avoid, fhe was fure to introduce with a malicious | 
‘ fneer, § Though my hufband did not keep a coach, 
“ Madam.’ Nay, fhe took this opportunity to up~ | 
“braid my wife with the lofs of her fortune, ak 
© ledging, That fome folks might have as good pre« 
* tenfions to a coach as other folks, and a better too, 
* as they brought a better fortune to their hufbands> 
* but that all people had not the art of making brick 
* without ftraw’. ok 
* You will wonder, perhaps, Madam, hew I can 
remember fuch f{tuff, which, indeed, was a long 
time only matter of amufement to both Amelia and 
myfelf; but we, at laft, experienced the mifchievous 
nature of envy, and that it tends rather to produce 
tragical than comical events. My neighbours now 
began to confpire againft me. They nick-named 
me, in derifion, the Squire Farmer. Whatever | 
bought, I was fure to buy dearer; and when! fold, 
I was obliged to fell cheaper than any other. In 
fact, they were all united; and while they every day 
committed trefpafles on my lands with impunity, if 
any of my cattle efcaped into their fields, I was 
either forced to enter into a Jaw-fuit, or to make 
amends fourfold for the damage fuftained. 

‘ The confequences of all this could be no other 
than that ruin which enfued. Without tiring you 
‘ with particulars, before the end of four years, I - 


' © became mvolved in debt near three hundred pouncs 


* more than the value of all my effects, My landlord 
‘ feized my ftock for rent; and to avoid immediate 
‘,confinement in prifon, I was forced to. leave the 
* country, with all that I held dear in the workKd, my 
‘ wife, and my poor litle family. . 
‘ In this condition, I arrived in town five or fix 
‘ days ago. I had juft taken a lodging in the verge 
* of the court, and had writ my dear Amelia word, 
‘ where fhe might find me, when the had fettled her 
* affairs in the beft manner fhe could. That very even- 
‘ing, as I was returning home from a coffeehoufe, 
‘a fray happening in the ftreet, 1 endeavoured to 
‘ affiit the injured party, when I was feized by the 
‘"watch, and after being confined all night in the 
: : * roundhoufe, 
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roundhoufe, was conveyed in the morning before a. 


fhould probably have flarved, had 1 not, from your- 
hands, found a moft unaccountable prefervation.— 


‘ And here give me leave to affure you, my dear~ 


Miis Matthews, that whatever advantage 1 may 
have reaped from your misfortune, | fincerely la 
ment it; nor would I have purchafed any relief to- 


~ a na waa 


lace. 
He fpake thefe laft words with great tendernefs : for 
he was a man of confummate good-nature, and had 
formerly had much affeGtion for this young lady 3 
indeed, more than the generality of people are capable. 
of entertaining for any perfon whatioever. 


AMELIA 


jultice of peace, who committed me hither; where 1: _ 


myfelf at the price of feeing you in this dreadful ’ 


AMELIA. 


BOOK ly. 


C HA P. tL. 
Containing very myfferious matters. 


fF iSS Matthews did not in the Jeaft fall fhort 
M of Mr Booth in expreffions of tendernefs. Her 
eyes, the moft eloquent orators on fuch occa- 
fions, exerted their utmoft force :.and, at the conclu- 
fion of his {peech, fhe caft a look as kanguihingly {weet, 
as ever Cleopatra gave to Anthony. In real fact, this 
Mr Booth had been her farft love, and had made fome 
imprefGons on her young heart, which the learned in 
this branch of philofophy affirm, and perhaps truly, 
are never to be eradicated. 
" When Booth had finifhed his ftory, a filence enfued 
‘of fome minutes; an interval which the painter would 
defcribe much better than the writer. Some readers 
may however be able to make pretty pertinent con- 
jectures, by what I have faid :above, efpecially whea 
they are told that Mifs Matthews broke the filence by 
afigh, and cried, * Why is Mr Booth unwilling to 
* allow me the happinefs of thinking my misfortunes 
“ have been of fome little advantage to him? fure the 
‘ happy Amelia would not be fo felfith to envy me 
* that pleafure.. No; not if fhe was fo much the 
* fondeft as the is the happieft of women.” ‘* Good 
“ Heavens! Madan,’ faid he, ¢ do you call my poor 
‘ Amelia the happieft of women?’ ‘ Indeed [ do,’ an- 
{wered fhe brifkly,—* O Mr Booth, there is a fpeck 
* of white in her fortune, which when it falls to the 
‘ lot of a fenfible woman, makes her full amends ca 
oa 
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all the croffes which can attend her.—Perhaps the 
may not be fenfible of tt; but if it had been my bleft 
fate—O Mr Booth, could I have thought when we 
were firft acquainted, that the moft agreeable man 
in the world had been capable of making the kind, 
the tender, the affectionate hufband !—the happy 
Amelia in thofe days was unknown; Heaven had 
not then given her a profpect of the happinefs it in- 
tended her—but yet it did intend it her: for fure 
there is a fatality in the atfuirs of love; and the 
more I reflect ou my own life, the more | am cone 
vinced of it.’ O Heavens! how a thoufand little 
circumitances crowd into my mind. When you firft: 
marched into our town, you had then the colours: 
in your hand; as you paif:d under the window. where: 
I ftood, my glove by accident dropped into the treet s. 
you ftoopt, took up my glove, anu putting it upon. 
the {pike belonging to your colonrs, lifted it up to 
the window. Upon this, a young lady, who ftood: 
by, faid, * So, Mifs, the young officer hath accepted, 
your challenge.’ I blufhed then, and ! blufh now,. 
when I confefs to you, | thought yeu the prertieft 
young fellow I had ever feen; and, upon my foul, 
1 believe you was then the prettteft fellow .in’ the: 
world,’... Beoth here made a low bow, and cried— 
O dear Madam, how ignorant was | of my own 
* happinefs !? © Wouid you really have thought fo:” 
anfwered fhe: ‘ however, there is fome politenefs, if 
* there. be no fincerity in what you fay.” Here the 
governor of the enchanted caftle interrepted them,, 
and entering the room without any ceremony, ac- 
quainted the lady and gentleman, that it was locking- 
up time; and addrefling Booth, by the name of cap- 
tain, afked him if he would not pleafe to have a bed > 
adding, that he might have one ia the next room to 
the Jady, but that it would come dear; for that he 
never jet a bed in that toom under a guinea, nor could 

he afford it cheaper to his father. 7 
No anfwer was made to this propofal: but Mifs 
Matthews, who had already learned fome of the ways 
of the houfe, faid, fhe believed Mr Booth would hike 
to drink a glafs of fomething; upon which the go- 
vernor immediately trumpeted forth the praifes of an 

: rac 
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rack-punch, and without waiting for any further com- 
‘mands, prefently produced a large bowl of that li- 
quor. Zi : | 
The governor having recommended the goodnefs 
of his pnoch by a hearty drauzht, began to revive the 
other matier, laying, that he was juit gomg to bed, 
and muit firit lock up. - © Bur iuppoles taid Mifs 
Ma:thews, with a imile, * the Captain and 1 fheuld 
* have a mind to fic up all night.——-* With all my 
‘ heart,’ faid the govcrnor; * but I expect a confidera~ 
“ tion for thoie matters. For my part, 1 don’t en- 
© quire iato-what doth not concern me; but fingle 
‘ and double are two things. if I lock up. double, 
* Texpe& half a guinea; and [I’m fure the Captain 
‘ cannot think that’s out of the way ——It is but the 
* price of a bagnio,” . 
Milfs Matthews’s face became of the colour of féar- 
let at thefe words. However, fhe muftered up her 
{pirits, and turning to Booth, faid, ‘ What fay you, 
* Captain ? for my own part, [ had never lefs inclina- 
* tion to fleep ; which hath the greater charms for you, 
‘the punch or the pillow?’ * | hope, Madam,’ an- 
{wered Booth, * you have a better opinion of me, 
* than to dowbt my preferring Mifs Matthews’s con- 
* verfation to either,’ ‘I aflure you,’ replied fhe, * it 
* is no -compliinent to you, to fay } prefer yours to 
* fleep at this time.’ j 
The governor then, having received: his fee, de- 
parted; and turning the key, leit the genileman and 
dady to themfelves, a ‘3 
In imitation of him, we will lock up Jikewife a 
fcene which we do not think proper to expofe to the 
eyes of the public. If any over-curious readers fhould 
be difappointed on this occafion; we will recommend 
fuch readers to the apologies with which certain gay’ 
ladies have lately Been pleafed to oblige the world, 
Where they wiil poflibly find every thing recorded that 
~ «xpafled at that interval. 7 2. 
_ But though we decline painting the feene, it is not 
our intention to conceal from the world the frailty of 
Mr Gooth. or of tis fair partner, who certainly paffed 
that evening in a manner inconfiftent with the ftri@ 
rules of virtue and chaitity. ee 
9) 
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To fay the truth, we are much more concerned for 
the behaviour of the gentleman, than of the lady, 
‘not only for his fake, but for the fake of the beft wo- 
man in the world, whom we fhould be forry to confi- 
der as yoked to a man of no worth nor honour. 

We defire therefore the good-natured and candid 
reader will be pleafed to weigh attentively the feveral 
volucky circumftances which concurred fo critically, 
that fortune feemed to have uied her utmolt endea- 
vours to enfnare poor Booth’s conftancy. Let the rea- 
der fet before his eyes a fine young woman, in a man- 
‘mera firlt love, conterring obligations, am? ufing every 
art to foften, toallure, to win, and to inflame; let him 
confider the time and place; let him remember tiat 
Mr Booth was a young fellow.in the higheft vigour 
of life; and laitly, let him add one fingle circum- 
ftance, that the parties were alone together: and then 
if he will not acquit the defendant, he mult be con- 
' widted; for I have nothing more to fay in his defence, 


CHAP. IL 


Lhe latter part of which we expe? will pleafe our rea- 
der better than the former. 


WHOLE week did our lady-and gentleman live 
in this criminal converfation, in which the hap- 
pinefs of the former was much more perfec than that 
of the latter ; for though the charms of Mifs ‘iat. 
thews, and her exceffive endearments, fometimes [ul- 
led every thought in the fweet lethargy of pleafure ; 
- yet in the intervals of his fits, his virtue alarmed and 
roufed him, and brought the image of poor injured 
Amelia to haunt and torment him. In fact, if we 
regard this world only, it is the intereft of every man 
to be either perfectly good, or compleatly bad. He 
ha: beiter deftroy his confcience, than gently wound 
it. The many bitter refle@ions which every bad action 
colts a mind in which there are any remains of good- 
neis, are not to be compenfated by the higheit plea- 
fures which fuch an action can produce 
_ So it happened to Mr Booth. Repentance never 
failed to follow his tranfgretlions ;. and yet, fo perverfe 
I 18 


| 


a a a a 


M  @hap. a. AMELIA 157 


i ‘is our judgment, and fo flippery is the defcent of vice, 
Mh when once we are entered into it; the famé crime 
i which he now repented of, became areafon for doing 
: that which was to caule his future repentance; and he 
| tontinued to fin on, becaufe he had begun. His re- 
: pentance however returned {till heavier and heavier, 


vt till at Jaft it flung him into a melancholy, which Mifs 
i Matthews plainly perceived, and at which fhe could — 
a not avoid exprefling fome refentment in obicure hints, 
r and ironicul compliments on Amelia’s fuperiority tb 
af her whole fex, who could nat cloy a gay young fellow 
: by many years poflethion. She would then repeat the 
A compliments which others had made to her own beauty 
i —and could not forbear oncé crying out: *‘ Upon my 
e ‘ foul! my dear Billy, 1 believe the chief difadvan- 
‘tage on my fide, is in my fuperior fondnefs; for 
ie * love, in the minds of men, hath one quality at 


gi * leaft of a tever, which is to prefer coldnefs in the 
i * obje&. Confefs, dear Will, is there not fomething 
* vaftly refrething in the cool air of a prude ??—Booth 
fetched a deep figh, and begged her never more to 
mention Amelia’s name.—* O Will,’ cries fhe, * did 
? * that requeft proceed from the motive I could with, 
* I fhould be the happieft of womankind.’—~* You 
* would not fure, Madam,’ faid Booth, <¢ defire a fa~ 
‘ crifice, which [ muft be a villain to make to any.’ 
v © Defire !? anfwered the, ‘ are there any bounds to the 
‘ * defires of love ! have not I’been facrificed! hath not 
: ‘ my firft love been torn from my bleeding heart ?— 
i * I claim a prior right.—As for facrifices, I can make 
q ‘ them too; and would facrifice the whole world at 
« the leatt call of my love.’ 
Here fhe delivered a letter to Booth, which fhe had 
ree within an hour,” the contents of which were 
thefe: 


‘© Deareft Madam, 

ue “ "THOSE only who truly know what love is, can 
have any conception of ‘the horrors I felt at 

** hearing of your confinement at my arrival in town, 

‘“‘ which was this morning. I immediately fent my 

“ lawyer to enquire into the particulars, who broughe 


| * me the agreeable news that the man whofe heart’s 
Vout. X P “ blood 
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*¢ blood ought not to be valued at the rate of a fingte | 
** hair of yours, is entirely out of all danger, and 


‘* that you might be admitted to bail. I prefently 
** ordered him to go with two of my tradefmen, who 
** are to be bound in any fum for your appearance, if 
** he fhould be mean enough to profecute you, Tho?’ 
¢* you may expect my attorney with you foon, I would 
*s not delay fending this, as | hope the news will be 
‘s agreeable to you. My chariot will attend at the 
*s fame time to carry you where-ever you pleafe. You 
** may eafily guefs what a violence I have done to my- 
*¢ {elf in not waiting on you in perfon; but I, who 
** know your delicacy, feared it might offend, and 
** that you might think me ungencrous enough to 
« hope from your diitreiles an happinefs, which I am 
" # refolved to owe to your free gift alone, when your 
«© good-nature fhall induce you to bettow on me what 
“© no man living can merit. I beg you will pardon 
** all the contenis of this halty letter, and do me the 
«© honour of believing me, | 
‘© Deareft Madam, 
* Your moft paffionate admirer, 
‘* and moft obedient humble fervant, © 


“DAMON.” 


Booth thought he had fomewhere before feen the 
fame hand; but in his prefent hurry of fpirits could 
not recollect whofe it was; nor did the lady give him 
any time for reflection: for he had fcarce read the let- 
ter when fhe produced a little bit of paper, and cried 
out, * Here, Sir, here are the contents which he 
* fears will offend me.’ She then put a bank-bill of 
a hundred pound into Mr Booth’s hands, and afked 
him, with a fmuile. if he did not think fhe had reafon 
to be offended with fo much injolence? 

Before Booth could return any anfwer, the gover- 
nor arrived, and introduced Mr Rogers the attorney, 
who acquainted the lady, that he had brought her 
difcharge from her confinement, and that a chariat 
waited at the door to attend her where-ever the 
pleafed. | | 
She received the difcharge from Mr Rogers, and 


faid 
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faid the was very much obliged to the gentleman who 

. employed him, but that fhe would not make ufe of the 
chariot, as fhe had no notion of leaving that wretch- 
ed place ina triumphant manner: in which refolution, 
when the attorney found her obftinate, he withdrew, 
as did the governor with many bows, and as gee 
Jadythips. 

They were no fooner gone, than Booth afked the 
lady, why fhe would refufe the chariot of a gentle- 
man who had behaved with fuch exceflive refpeét. Sha 
looked earneftly upon him, and cried, * How unkind 
‘is that queftion! do you imagine I would go and 
‘ Jeave you in fuch a fituation? thou knowelt but lit- 
‘tle of Califta. Why, do you think I could accept 
* this hundred pound from a man I diflike, unlefs it 
* was to be ferviceable to the man I love? I infilt on. 

‘ your taking 1 it as your own, and ufing whatever you 
* want of it.’ 

’ Booth protefted in the folemnelft manner, that he 
would not touch a fhilling of it, faymg, he had already 
received too many obligations at her hands, and more 
than ever he fhould be able, he feared, torepay. ‘ How 
“© unkind,’ anfwered fhe, ‘ is every word you fay ? 
‘ why will you mention obligations? love never con- 
‘ fers any. It.doth every thing for itsown fake. Il am 
‘not therefore obliged to the man whofe paflion 
‘ makes him generous: for I feel how inconfiderable 
* the whole world would appear to me, if I could 
* throw it after my heart.’ 

Much more of this kind paffed, fhe ftill prefling the 
- bank-note upon him, and he as abfolutely refuling, 
till Booth left the lady to drefs herfelf, and went to 
walk in the area of the prifon. 

Mifs Matthews now applied to the governor to know 
by what means fhe might procure the Captain his li- 
berty. The governor anfwered, ‘ As he cannot get 
* bail, tt will be a difficult matter; and money to be 
© fare there muft be: for people, no doubt, expect to 
* touch on thefe occafions. When prifoners have not 
‘ wherewithal as the law requires to intitle themfelves 
‘to juftice, why they mult be beholden to other 

* people to give them their liberty; and people will 
* not to be fure fuffer others to be beholden to them 
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‘ for nothing, whereof there is good reafon : for how 
* fhould we all live, if it was not for thefe things?’— 
“< Well, well, jaid the, * and how much will it coft 2” 
—* How much?’ anfwered he,--* How much? why, 
* let me fee.—Here he hefitated fome time, and then- 
anfwered, ‘ that for five guineas he would undertake 
‘ to procure the Captain his difcharge.’? That being 
the fum which he computed to remain in the lady’s 
pocket; for as to the gentleman’s, he had long been 
acquainted with the emptinefs of it, 

Milfs Matthews, to whom money was as dirt, (in- 
deed fhe may be thought not to have known the va- 


lue of it), delivered him the bank-bill, and bid him) 


get it changed: ‘ for if the whole,’ fays fhe, * will pro- 
< cure him his liberty, he fhall have it this evening? 

_ © The whole, Madam!’ anfwered the governor, as 
foon as he had recovered his breath: for it almoft 
forfook him at the fight of the black word hundred. 
“ No, n0,—There might be people indeed—but I am 
“not one of ‘thofe. A hundred! no, nor nothing 
© like it.—As for myfelf, as J faid, I will be contene 
« with five guineas, and I am fure that’s little enough, 
What other people will expect I cannot exadlly fay. 
To be fure his Worfhip’s clerk will expect to toueh 
pretty handfomely; as for his Worfhip_himfelf, he 
never touches any thing, that is, not to fpeak of 
but then the conftable will expect fomething, and 
the watchmen mutt have fomething, and the law- 
yers on both fides they muft have their fees for 
| inifhing.? * Well,’ faid fhe, * | leave all te you. 
If it eofts me twenty pound I will have him difs 
_ charged this afternoon.—But you mult give his dif. 
charge into my hands, without letting the Captain 
« know any thing of the matter.’ ; 

‘Fhe governor promifed to obey her commands ia 
every particular; ‘nay, he was fo very induftitous, 
that though dinner was juft then coming upon the 
table, at her earneft requelt, he fet out immediately 
on the purpofe, and went, as he faid, in purfuit of 
the lawyer. 7 

All the other campany aflembled at table as ufual, 
where poor Booth was the only perfon out of fpirits. 
This. was. icoputed by all prefent toa wrong caufe; 
a ; = hays 
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nay, Mifs Matthews herfelf either could not, or would 
hot, fufpect that there was any thing deeper than the 
‘ defpair of being fpeedily diicharged, that lay heavy on 
his mind. | 

However, the mirth of the reft, and a pretty liberal 

quantity of punch, which he fwallowed after dinner 

(for Mifs Matthews had ordered a very large bow! at 
her own expence, -to entertain the good company at 
her farewel) fo far exhilerated his fpirits,-that when 
the young lady and he retired to their tea, he had all 
the marks of gaiety in his countenance, and his eyes 
fparkled with good humour. 

The gentleman and lady had {pent about two hours 
in tea and converfation, when the governor returned, 
and privately delivered to the lady the difcharge fer 
her friend, and the fum of eighty-two pounds five thil- 

lings; the reft having been, he faid, difburfed in the 
bufinefs, of which he was ready at any time to render 
an exact account. | = 
-— Mifs Matthews being again alone with Mr Bootlr, 
fhe put the difcharge into his hands, defiring him to 
aik her no queftions; and adding, ‘ [ think, Sir, we 
* have neither of. us now any thing more to do at this 
* place” She then fummoned the governor, and or- 
dered a bill of that day’s expence, for long {cores were 
not ufual there ; and at the fame time ordered a hacks 
ney-coach, without having yet determined whither fhe 
would go; but fully determined fhe was, wherever the 
Went, to take Mr Booth with her. - 

The governor was now approaching with a long roll 
of paper, whenra faint voice was heard to cry out 
haftily, « Where is he?’ and prefently a female {pectre, 
all pale and breathlefs, rufhed into the room, and fell 
into’ Mr Booth’s arms, where fhe immediately fainted 
away, : 

Booth made a fhift to fupport his lovely burthen; 
though he was himfelf in a condition very little dif- 
ferent from hers.’ Mifs Matthews likewife, who pre- 
fently recollected the face of Amelia, was ftruck mo- 

tionlefs with the furprife; may, the governor himfelf, 
though not eafily moved at fight of horror, ftocd a- 
ghaft, and neither offered to {peak nor ftir. 

' Happily for Amelia, the governefs of the manficns 
| P 3 had 
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had out of cnriofity followed her into the room, and 
was the only uleful perfon preient on this occafions 
fhe immediately called for water, and ran to the lady’s 
aTitance, fell to loofening her ftays, and perfurmed alk 
the wffices proper at fuch a feafon; which had fo good 
an effea, that Amelia foon recovered the diforder 
which the violent agitation of her fpirits had caufed, 
and found herfelf alive and awake in her hufband’s 
arms. 

Some tender careffes, and a foft whifper or two paf- 
fed privately between Booth and his lady; nor was it 
without great difficulty that poor Amelia put fome 
yeftraint on her fondnefs, in a place fo tmproper for a 
tender interview. She now caft her eyes round the 
room, and fixing them on Milfs Matthews, who ftood 
hike a ftatue, fhe foon recoliected her, and addrethng 
her by her name, faid, * Sure, Madam, I cannot be 
¢ miltaken in thofe features ; though meeting you here 
*‘ might almoft make me fuipec&t my memory.’ 

. Mits Matthews’s face was now all covered with 
fearlet. The reader may eafily believe fhe was on no 
account pleafed with Amelia’s prefence;-indeed, fhe 
expected from her fome pf thofe mfults, of which vir- 
tuous women are generally fo liberal to a frail filter; 

but fhe was miftaken, Amelia was not one, 


«© Who thought the nation ne’er could thrive, 
‘s Till all the whores were burnt alive.” 


Her virtue could fupport itfelf with its own intrinfic 
worth, without borrowing any affiftance from the 
vices of other women; and fhe contidered their naturah 
infirmities as the objects of pity, not of contempt oz 
abhorrence. 

. When Amelia therefore perceived the vifible con- 
fufion in Mifs Matthews, fhe prefently called to re- 
membrance fome ftories which fhe had imperfe@ly 
heard; for as fhe was not naturally attentive to fcan- 
dal, and had kept very little company fince her return 
to England, fhe was far from being a miftrefs of the 
Jady’s «shole hittory. However, fhe had heard enough 
to impute her confufion to the right caufe; fhe ad- 
vanced to her, and told her fhe was extremely forry. 
‘ ; to 
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to meet her in fuch a place, but hoped that no very 
great misfortune was the ocealian of st. 

Mifs Matthews began, by degrees, to recover her 
Spirits. She an{wered, with areferved air, ‘ } am much 
* obliged to you, Madam, fer your concern; we are 
© all liable to misfortunes in this world. Indeed, I 
‘ know not why | thould be much afhamed of being 
* in any place where I am in fuch goad company.’ 

_ Here Booth interpofed. He had before acquainted 
Amelia in a whifper, that his confinement was at an 
end, ‘* The unfortunate accident, my dear,’ faid he, 
‘ which brought this young lady to this melancholy 
‘ place, is entirely determined; and {fhe is now as ab- 
* folutely at liberty as myfelf’ ; : 
Amelia, imputing the extreme coldnefs and referve 
of the lady to the caufe already mentioned, advanced 
fill more and more in proportion as fhe drew back: 
tui the governor, who had withdrawn fome time, re- 
turned, and acquainted Mifs Matthews that her coach 
was atthe door; upon which the company foon fepa- 
tated. Amelia and Booth went together in Amelia’s 
egach, and poor Mifs Matthews was obliged to retire 
alone, after having fatisfied the demands of the gover- 
nor, which in one day only had amounted to a pretty 
confiderable fur: for he with great dexterity propor- 
tioned the bills to the abilities44F his guefts. -_ 
lt may feem perhaps wonderful to fome readers, 
that Mifs Matthews thould have maintained that culd 
referve towards Amelia, fo as barely ta keep within 
the rules of civility, inftead of embracing an oppor- 
tunity which feemed to offer, of gaining fome degree 
of intimacy with a wife, whofe hufband fhe was fa 
fond of: but befides that her {pirits were entirely dif- 
concerted by fo fudden and unexpected a difappointa 
ment, and befides the exireme horrors which fhe con< 
cetved at the prefence ot her rival, there is, | believe, 
— fomething jo outrageoufly fufpicious in the nature of 
all vice, efpecially when joined with any great degree 
of pride, that the eyes of thofe whom we imagine 
privy to our failings, ara intolerable to us, and we 
are apt to aggravate their opinions to our difadvan- 
tage far beyond the reality. . . 
CHAP, 
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: Containing wife obfervations® of the author, and other 


matters. 


i Gerere is asadiide more difficult than to lay 
down any fixed and certain rules for happinefs ; 
or indeed to judge with any precifion of the happinefs 
of others, from the knowledge of external circum- 
‘ftances. There is foinetimes a little fpeck of black in 
the brighteit and gayeft colours of fortune, which con- 
taminates and deadens the whole. On the contrary, 
when all without looks dark and difmal, there is often 

a fecret ray of light within the mind, which turne 
pene thing to real joy and gladnels. 

I have in the courfe of my life fee many occafions 
to make this obfervation; and Mr Booth was at pre- 
fent a very pregnant inftance of its truth. He was 
jutt delivered froin a prifon, and in the poffeffion o 
his beloved wife and children; and (which might be 
imagined greatly to augment “his joy) Fortune had 
done all this for him within an hour, without giving 
him the leaft warning. or reafonable expectation of 
this ftrange reverfe‘in his crrcumftances; and yet it is 
certain, that there were very few men in the world 
more ferioufly miferable than he was at this inftant. 
A deep melancholy feized his nmtind, and cold damp 
fweats overfpread his perfon, fo that he was fcarce 
animated; and poor Amelia, inftead of a fond, warnr 
hufband, beftowed her careffes on a dull lifelefs lump 
of clay. He endeavoured, however, at firft, as much 
as poffible, to conceal what he felt, and attempted. 
what is the hardeft of all tafks, to ag the part of z 
happy man; but he found no fupply of fpirits to carry 
on this deceit, and would have probably funk under 
this attempt, had not poor Amelia’s fimplicity helped 
him to another fallacy, in which he had much better 
 fuccefs. 

* This worthy woman very plainly nescened the drf- 
order in her hufband’s mind; and having no doubt of 
the caufe of it, efpecially when the faw the tears ftand 
in his eyes at the fight of ae children, threw her 

arms 
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arms round his neck, and embracing him with rap- 
turous fondnefs, cried out, ‘ My dear Billy, let no- 
‘ thing make you uneafy. Heaven will, I] doubt not, 
‘ provide for us and thefe poor babes. Great for- 
© tunes are not neceflary to happinefs: For my own 
‘ part, I can level my mind with any ftate; and for 
© thofe poor little things, whatever condition ‘of life 
« we breed them to, that will be fuficient to maintain 
‘ them in. How many thoufands ahound in affluence, 
‘ whofe fortunes are much Jower than ours! tor it is 
‘not from nature, but from education and habit, 
‘ that our wants are chiefly derived. Make yourfelf 
© eafy therefore, my dear love; for you have a wife 
¢ who will think herfelf happy with’ you, and endeas 
€-your to make you fo in any fituation. Fear nothing, 
€ Billy; induftry will always provide us a wholefome 
* meal; and | will take care, that neatnefs.and chear- 
© fulnefs fhall make it a pleafant one” -_—_- 
Booth prefently took the cue, which fhe had given 
him. He fixed his eyes on. her for a: minute, with 
great earneftnefs and inexpreflible tendernefs; and 
then cried, ‘ O my Amelia, how much ave you my 
* fuperior in every perfection! how wife, how great, 
¢ how noble are your fentiments ! why can I not imi- 
“tate what [ fo much admire?-why can I not look 
‘ with your conftancy, on thofe dear little pledges of 
* our loves? All my philofophy is BRfied with the 
' § thought, that my Amelia’s children are to ftruggte 
* with a cruel, hard, unfeeling world, and to buffet 
‘ thafe waves of fortune, which have overwhelmed 
* their father —-Here I own! want your firmnefs, and 
‘ am not without an ercufe for wanting it; for am 
“ not the cruel caufe of all your wretchednefs ? have 
“1 not fepped between you and fortune, and been 
* the curfed obftacle to all your greatnefs and hap- 
* pinefs ?? 
~ © Say not fo, my love,’ anfwered fhe. ‘ Great E 
* might have been, but never happy with any other 
‘man. Indeed, dear Billy, I laugh at the fears you 
© formerly raifed in me; what feemed fo terrible at 
‘a diftance, now it approaches nearer,:appears to 
* have been a mere bugbear—and let thie comfort 


* you, 
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' © you, that I look on myfelf at this day as the hap- 
* pielt of womens nor have I done any thing which 
¢ I do not rejoice in, and would, if I had the gift of 
‘ prefcience, do again.’ 

Booth was {fo overcome with this behaviour, that 
he had no words to anfwer. ‘l’o fay the truth, it was. 
difficult to find any worthy of the occafion.. He threw 
himfelf proftrate at her feet, whefice poor Amelia was 
forced to ufe all her ftrength, as well as entreaties, to 
raife, and replace him in his chair. 

Such is ever the fortitude of perfe& innocence, and 
fuch the depreflion of guilt in minds not utterly aban- 
doned. Booth was naturally of a fanguine tempers 
nor would any fuch apprehenfions as he mentioned 
have been fufficient to have reftrained his joy, at meet- 
ing with his Amelia. In faé, a reficction on the in- 
jury he had done her was the fole caute of his grief, 
This it was that enervated his heart, and threw hiox 
into agonies, which all that profufion of heroic ten- 
dernefs that the moft excellent of women intended 
. for his comfort, ferved only to heighten and aggra- 
-- vate; asthe more fhe rofe in his admiration, the more 
. fhe quickened his fenfe of his own unworthinefs. 

After a difagreeable evening, the firft of that kind 
that he had ever pafed with his Amelia, in which he 
had the utmoft difficulty to force a little chearfuinefs, 
and in which Mer. fpirits were at icagth overpowered 
by difcerning the opprcflion on his, they retired to 
reft, or rather to mifery, which need not be defcribed. 

The next morning at breakfaft, Booth began to re~ 
cover a little from fis melancholy, and to tafte the 
company of his children, He now firit thought of 


" . enquiring of Amelia, by what means fhe had dilcover- 


ed the place of his confinement. Amelia, after gent- 
Jy rebuking him for not having himfelf acquainted 
her with it, informed him, that it was known all over 
the country, and that fhe had traced the original of 
it to her fitter, who had fpread the news with a ma- 
licious joy, and added a circumftance, which would. 
have frightened her to death, had not her knowledge 
of him made her give little credit to it, which was, 
that he was committed for murder, But though aoe 
a 


& 


Chap. 3. AMELIA. 167 


had difcredited this part, fhe faid, The not hearing 
from him, during feveral fucceflive pofts, made her 
too apprehenfive of the reft: that fhe got a con- 
veyance therefore for herfelf and children to Salifbury ; 
from whence the ftage coach had brought them to 
town, and having depofited her children at his lodg- 
ing, of which he had fent her an account on his-firlt 
arrival in town, fhe took a hack, and came directly 
to the prifon where fhe heard he was, and where fhe 
found him. 

Booth excufed himfelf, and with truth, as to his not. 
having writ; for in faa, he had writ twice from the 
prifon, though he had mentioned nothing of his con- 
finement; but as he fent away his letters after nine 
at night, the fellow to whom they were entruited, 
had burnt them both, for the fake of putting the two- 
pence in his own pocket, or rather in the pocket of the 
keeper of the next gin-fhop. 

As to the peeleae which Amelia gave him, it ferved 
rather to raife than fatisfy his curiofity. He began 
to fufpect, that fome perfon had feen both him and 
Mifs Matthews together in the prifon, and had con- 
founded her cafe with his; and this the circumftance 
of murder made the more pa@Batle. But who this 
perfon fhould be, he could not guéfs. After giving 
himfelf therefore fome pas in formifig conjectures 
to no purpofe, he was forced fo reit‘tontented with 
his ignorance of the real trifth. _ Sg 

Two or three days now pafled without producing 
any thing remarkable ; unlefs it were, that Booth more 
and more recovered his fpirits, and now had almolt 
regained his former degree of chearfulnefs, when the 
following letter arrived, again to torment him: 


| Dear Billy, 


O convince you I am the moft reafonable of 
women, I have given you up three whole 

days tothe moft unmolefted poffeffion ot my fortunate 
rival: I can refrain no longer from letting you 
** know that I lodge in Dean-ftreet, not far from the 
‘© church, at the fign of the Pelican and Trumpet ; 
** where I expect this evening to fee aaa me, 
. “oi am 
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*s T am with more affection than any other woman in 
** the world can be, 


“© My dear Billy, 
‘© Your affectionate, fond, doating 


“oF, Martuews.” 


Booth tore the Jetter with rage, and threw it into 
the fire ; refolving never to vifit the lady more, unlefs 
it was to pay her the money fhe had lent him, which 
he was determined to do the very firft opportunity : 
for it was not at prefent in his power. 

This fetter threw him back into his fit of dejeétion, 
in which he had not continued long, when a packet 
from the country brought him the Pitowing from his 
friend Doctor Harrifon : 


Lions, January, 21. N. S. | 

“ Sir, 
- * "[THUUGH I am now on my return home, [I 
have taken up my pen to communicate to 
‘* you fome news I have heard from England, which 
** gives me much uneafinefs, and concerning which I 
-* can indeed deliver rhy fentiments with much more 
*¢ eafe this way than any gther. In my anfwer to your 
“ Jalt, I veryefseely gave you my opinion, in which 
“* it was my misfortung.to difzpprove of every ftep 
*© you had taken; but thofe were all pardonable er- 
“rors. Can you 'be fo partiat to yourielf, upon cool 
** and fober refle€tion, to think what I am going to 
** mention is fo? I promife you, it appears to me a 
*© folly of fo monftrous a kind, that, had I heard it 
_ *¢ from any but a perfon of the higheft honour, I 
« fhould have rejected it as utterly incredible. I hope 
“« you already guefs what I am about to name; fince, 
« Heaven forbid, your conduct fhould aftord you any 
“ choice of fuch grofs inftances of weaknefs. In a 
«« word, then, you have fet up an equipage.” What 
‘¢ fhall Jinvent in your excufe, either to others, or to 
« myfelf? In truth, I can find no excufe for you, and 
** what is more, [ am certain you can find none for 
yourfelf. I muft deal therefore very plainly and 
fincerely with you. Vanity is always contempti- 
2 | ‘* ble; 
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“ ble; but when joined with difhonelty, it becomes 
*© odious and deteltable. At whofe expence are: you 
* to fupport this equipage? is it not entirely at the 
* expence of others; and will it not finally end in 
that of your poor wife and ‘children? You know 
« you are twofyears in arrear to me. If I could im- 
« pute this to any extraordinary or common accident, 
“ I think I fhould never have mentioned it pact I 
“ winot fuffer my money to fupport the ridid 

“ and. I-mutt fay, ind Mity of any one. f ex- 
« pect therefore to find at? my#eturn, that you have 
*¢ either difcharged my wlfale debt, or your equipage. 
* Let me beg you feriouflly to tonfider your circum- 
* ftances and condition in life, and to remember that 
— § your fituation will not juftify any the leaft unne- 
** ceflary expence. Simply to be poor, fays my favou- 
“ rite Greek hiltorian, was not held fcandalous by the 
wife Athenians ; but highly fo, to owe that poverty to 
“ our own indifcretion. Prefent my affections to Mrs 
“ Booth, and be affured, that 1 thall- not, without 


“ great reafon, and great pain too, ever,geafe to be, “+ 


“© Your moft faithful friend, 
a MR. Hartson.” 


Had this letter come at Thy other!time, it would 
have given Booth the mojfenfible a ion; but fo 
totally had the affair of Milfs Matth@ms2polleficd his 
mind, that, likea man in~a,owft raging fit of the 
Bout, he was fcarce capable of any additional tor- 
ture; nay, he even made an ufe of {this latter epiitle, 
&s it ferved to account to Amelia for that concern 
which he really felt on another account. The poor 
deceived lady therefore applied herfelf to give him 
comfort where he jeaft wanted it. She faid, he might 
eafily perceive that. the matter had been mifreprefent- 
td to the Do@or, who would not, fhe was fure, retain 
the leah Mgergainft him when he knew the real 
truth. 

After a fhort converfation on this fubje&, in which 
Booth appeared to be greatly confoled by the argu- 
ments of his wife, they parted. He went to take a 


walk in the Park, and fhe remained at home to pre- 


pare him his dinner. | 7 
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He was no fooner departed than his little boy, not 
quite fix years old, faid to Amelia, * La! mamma, 
« what is the matter with poor papa? what makes 
« him look fo as 1f he was going to cry? he.is not 


« half fo merry as he ufed to be in the country.’ — 


Amelia anfwered, ¢ Oh !- my dear !-your papa is only 
* alittle thoughtful, he will be merry again foon.’— 
Thgssdooking fondly on her children, fhe bug{ft into 
an ,agoény ot tears, and cried, * Oh Heavens Yayvhat 
* have thefe poor an a done? why wiH the bar- 
* barous world endeateur to ftarve them, by depriving 
* us of our only friend?x~O my dear, your father is 
* ruined, and we are undone.’—The children pre- 
fently accompanied their mothef’s tears, and the 
daughter cried-—* Why, will any body hurt poor pa- 
“ pa? hath he done any harm -to any bedy?’—* No, 
« my dear child, faid the mother, * he is the beft man 


« in the world, and therefore they hate him.’ -Upon | 


which the boy, who was extremely fenfible at his 
years, an{wered, ‘ Nay, mamma, how can that he? 
‘ have notagou often told. me, that if 1 was good, 


,-* every body would love me ?? ¢ All good people will,’ 


anfwered the. § Why don’t they love papa then? 
seplied the child; I am fure he is very good.” 
* Sothey do, my dear,’ Taid the mother, ‘ but there 
4 are morg*bad people fa the world, and they will 
« hate youwéer~yqur godiinels. * Why then bad 
: people cries the ekdy ‘ are loved by more than 
* the good” ‘ No matter for that, my dear,’ faid 
dhe, ‘ the love of one good perfon is more worth ha- 


« ving, than that of a thoufand wicked.ones; nay, if 


there was no fuch perfon in the world, ftill you mut 
be a good boy: for there is one in heaven who will 
love you; and his love ts better for you than that 
of all mankind.’ 

This little dialogue we are apprehenfive will be 
read with con‘empt by many; ind@ weefhould not 
have thought it worth recording, was it not for the 
excellent example which Amelia here gives to ail 
mo:Ners. This admirable woman never det a day 
pafs, without inftruéting her children in fome teflon 
of religion and morality. By which means the had, 
an their tender minds, fo ftrongly annexed the ideas 
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of fear and fhamesto every idea 


I. Ae ae 
of evil of which they 


were fufceptible, that it muit require great pains and 
length of habit to feparate them.. Though fhe was 
the tendereft of mothers, fhe never fuffered any fymp- 
tom of malevolence to fhew itfelf in their moft trifling 
actions without difcouragement,, without rebuke; and 
#f it broke forth with any rancour, without punitihe 
~ ment: in whigh fhe had fuch 
leat marks cf pride, envy, malice, or fpite discovered 
itlelf in any of their little werds or deeds.. ‘ 


fo many of fr f 
which .difconcerts their tempers, a gives them the 
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fuccefs,. that not the 


LV.3: 


In which Amelia appears in no unamiable light. 


A MrLIA, wich the. affitance of a little girl, wha 

£\% was their only fervant, had drefled-her dinuer 
and fhe had likewile.dreiled herfelf'as neat as any lady, 

who had a regular fet of fervants, could have done. 

when Booth returned, and brought with him his friend 

james, whom he had- met with.in-the Park; and who, 

as Booth abfolutely refufed. to- dine away. from his. 
wife, to whom he had promifedyo returm, had invited. 
himfelf to dine with.hin. Am 
paultry pride, which pofleffes 


ra had. none oo: 
ex, and 


ave 


air and looks of furies, if their hufbdnds bring in an 
unexpected guelt, withoutgiving them trmely warning 
to provide a facrifice toStheir on vanity.. Amelia 
received her hufband’s friend-with.the utmeit eomplia- 
fance and good humour: the m@e indeed. fome apolo- 
gy‘for the homeline® of ber dinner ; but it-was politely 
turned. as a. compliment to Mr James’s friendlhip, 
which could carry him where he was fute of being fo 
ll entertained; and gave fot the leag hint how mag- 
nificently {he would have provided, bad /he expeted’ 
the favour of. fo much good company. A phrafe.waich 


is generally meant to contain not only.an apology for . 


the lady of the floufe, but a tacit fatire on her guefts 


for their intrufion, and is at 
that they are not welcome.§ *: 


RS 


Amelia failed not to.en 


ealt a. trong mfinuation 


e very earneltly after 


her old friend Mrs James, formerly Mifs Bath, and 
was very forry to find that the was not.intown. Thee 


2 


Q 2. 


truth. 


ee 
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truth was, as James had married out of a violent liking 
of, or appetite to her perfon, pofleffion had furfeited 
him, and he was now grown {fo heartily tired of his 
wife, that the had very little of :his company; fhe was 
forced therefore to content herfelf with being the mi . 
ftrefs of a large houfe and equipage in the country ten 
months in the year by herfelf. "he other two he in- 
dulged her with the diverfions of the tgewn; but then, 
though they lodged under the fame roof, fhe had little 
more of her hufband’s fociety, than if they had been 
one hundred miles apart. With all this, as fhe wasa 
woman of calm paitions, fhe made herfelf contented ; 
for fhe had never had any violent affection for James ¢ 
the match was of the prudent kind, and to her ad- 


_ vantage; for his fortune, by the death of an uncle, 


“was become very confiderable; and the had gained 
every thing by the bargain but a hufband, which 
her conititution fuffered her to be very well fatisfied 
without. | ; 

When Amelia. after dinner, retired to her children, 
James began to talk tu his friend concerning his af- 
fairs. He advifed Bgoth very earneitly to think of 

tt@ again into the army, in which he himfelf had 
met with {ach fuceefs, that he had obtained the com- 
mand of a regiment, to#vhich his brother-rn-law was. 
Jieutenant-cqbonel. Thefe,preferments they both owed 
to the favouk,of fortune only: for though there was. 
no objection to either,of wbeir military characters, yet 
either of them had gnj extraordinary defert ; and, if 
merit in the fervice Was a fufficient recommendation, 
Booth, who had been twice weinded in the fiege, 
feemed to have the faireft pretenfions; but be remaine 


' eda poor half-pay heutenant, and the others were, as 


we have faid, ong of them a Jieytenant-colonel, and the 
othér had aregiment. Such rifes we often fee in life, 
without being able to-give any fatisfactory account of © 
the means: and therefore afcribe thgm to the good 
fortune of the perfon. 
Both Colonet Jame d his brother-in-law were 
members of parliament; i@r as the uncle of the for- 
mer had left him, together with his eftate, an almoft 
certain intereft in a borough, fo he chofe to confer 
ethis favour on Colonel Bath; a circumftance which 
8 would 


’ 


- 
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would have been highly immaterial to mention here, 
but as it ferves to fet forth the goodnefs of James; 
who endeavoured to make up in kindnefs to the fa~ 
mily, what he wanted in fondnefs for his wife. 

Colone] James then endeavoured all in his powerr 
to perfuade Booth to think again of a military fife,. 
‘and very kindly oftered him his interelt towards ‘ob- 
taining him a company in the regiment under his. 
command. Booth. muft have. been a madman in his. 
prefent circumitances to have hefitated- one. moment. 
at accepting fuch an offer; and he well knew Amelia,. 
notwithftanding her averfion to-the army, was much 
too wife to make the leait fcruple of giving her con- 
fent. Nor was he, as it appeared afterwards, mif- 


taken in his opinzen of. his wife's underftanding: for- 


fhe made not the leaft objection when it was communis: 
cated.to her, but contented herfelf with an exprefs: 


ftipulation, that where-ever he was eommanded to go- 


(for the regiment was now abroad) the would accom- 
pany him. : 
' Booth therefore accepted his friend’s propofal with: 
a.profufion of acknowledgments; and it was agreed,. 
that Booth {hould draw up a memorial of his preten- 
fons, which Colonel James undertook to prefent to- 
- fome man of power, and to back it with al the force: 
he had. . — ae oO | 
Nor. did-the friendfhip of the Colonel {top heres. 
* You will excufe me, dear Booth,” faid he, * if after- 
* what you have told-me,’ (for he had been very expli-- 
ett in revealing bis affairs'to him), ‘ I fufpe@ you muf: 
© want money. at this time. If that be the cafe, as- 


*-Iam certain it muft be, have fifty pieces at your ° 


_ “fervice.” This generofity brought the tears into: 
_ Booth’s eyes; and he at length-confeffed, that he 
had not five guineas in thé houfe; upon which, 
James gave him a bank-bill for twenty pounds, and. 
faid he would give him thirty more the. next time he- 


faw him. 


Thus did this generous: Colone} (for generous he- 


really was to the highelt d&pree) reltore peace and 
tomfort to this little tamily: and by this act of be- 
‘neficence make two of the worthielt people two of. 
the happielt that evening. as | 
' Qt Heres 


“ 
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Here; Reader, give me leave to ftop a minute to 
lament that fo few are to be found of this benign dif-. 
pofition; that while wantonneds, vanity, avarice and 
ambition are every day rioting and triumphing in the 
follies and weaknefs, the ruin and defolation of man- 
kind, fcarce one man in a thoufand is eapable of talt- 
ing the happinefs of others. Nay, give me leave to 
wonder that pride, which is conftantly ftruggling, and. 
_ often impofing on itfelf to gain fome little pre-emi- 
nence, fhould fo feldom hint to us the only certain 
as well as. laudable way of fetting ourfelves above 
another. man, and that is by /becoming his bene« 
factor. , 


~ 


Cc HAP. V. 


Containing an eulogium upon innocence, and other grau&e 
“matters. ; 


> OOTH pafled that evening, and all the fucceede. 
ing day with his Amelia, without the interrup-— 
tion of almoft a fingle thought concerning Mifs Mat- 
thews, after having determined to go on the Sunday, 
the only day he could ventpre without the verge in 
the prefent itate of his affairs, and pay her what fhe 
had advanced fog him in the prifon. But the had not 
fo long patiegce; for thethird day, while he was fit- 
ting with Amelia, a letter’ was brought to him. As. 
he knew the hand, he immediately put it in his. 
pocket unopened, not without fuch an alteration 
in his countenance that had Amelia, who was then 
playing with one of the children, Cift her eyes towards. 
im, fhe mutt have remarked it. This accident, how- 
ever, luckily gave him time to recover himfelf: for 
Amelia was fo deeply engaged with the little one, 
that fhe did not even remark the delivery of the Jetter, 
The maid foon after returned into the room, faying, 
the chairman defired to know if there was any anfwes 
to the letter.—* What letter? cries Booth—* The 
‘ letter | gave you juit now,” an{wered the girl.— 
¢ Sure,’ cries Booth, ‘ the child is mad; yeu-gave me 
* no letter. —* Yes, indeed 1 did, Sir,’ faid the poor 
girl, * Why then, as fure as fate,’ cries Booth, * I 
‘ threw it into the fire, in my reveree. Why, child, 
. | ‘why . 


?* 
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¢ why did you not tell me it was a Jetter? bid the 
‘ chairman come up—itay, I will go down myfelf; 
*. for he will otherwife dirt the Rairs with his feet.’ 

Amelia was gently chiding the girl for her cares 
leffnefs, when Booth returned, fayiag, it was very 
true that fhe had delivered him a letter trom Colonek 
James, and that perhaps it might be of confequence. 
¢ However,’ fays he, ‘ I will ftep to the coffeehoufe, 
© and fend him an account of this ftrange accident, 
‘ which I know he will pardon in my prefent fitya- 
“ tion.’ 

Booth was overjoyed at this efcape, which poor 
Amelia’s total want of all jealoufy and fufpicion made 
% very eafy for him to accomplifh: but his pleafure 
was confiderably abated, when upon opening the 
letter, he found it to contain, mixed with feveral very 
Rrong expreffions of love, fome pretty warm ones of 
the upbraiding kind; but what molt alarmed him was 
a hint, that it was in her power (Mifs. Matthews’s) to 
make Amelia as miferable as herfelf. Beflides the 
general knowledge of 7 


Furens quid femina pofit : 


he had more particular reafons to apprehend the rage 
of a lady, who had given fo ftrong an inflance how 
~ far fhe could carry her revetye. She had already fent 
@ chairmain to his lodgings, -with a pofitive command 
not to return without an anfwer to her Jetter. This. 
might of itfelf have poffibly occafioned a difcovery § 
and he thought he had great reafon to fear, that if fhe 
did not earry matters fo far-as purpofely and avowedly 
to reveal] the fecret to Amelia, her indWcretion would 
at Jeaft effect the difeovery of that which he would 
at any price have concealed. Under thefe terrors he 
might, I believe, be confidered as the moft wretched 
ef human beings. 

O Innocence, how glorious and happy a portion 
art thou to the breaft that poffeffes thee! thou feareit 
neither the eyes nor the tongues of men. Truth, the 
moft powerful of all things, is thy fRtrongelt friend ; 
and the brighter the light is, in which thou art dif- 
played, the more it difcovers thy tranfcendent beau- 
ties, Guilt, on the contrary, like a bale thief, fu 

Po {pect 
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{pects every eye that beholds him to be privy to his 
tranfgreflions, and every tongue that mentions his 
name, to be proclaiming them. Fraud and Falfehood 
are his weak and treacherous allies: and he Jurks, 
‘trembling in the dark, dreading every ray of light; 
left it fhould difcover him, and give him-up to fhame. 
and punifhment. 

While Booth was walking in the Park with all thefe- 
horrors in his mind, he again met his friend Colonel. 
James, who foon took notice of that deep concern 
which the other was incapable of hiding. After fome 
‘little converfation, Booth faid, ‘ My dear Colonel, f 
* am-fure [ mutt be the moftt infenfible of men, if 1 did: 
“not look on-you as the beft and the truelt friend +. 
«TI will, therefore, without fcruple, repofe a confis 
¢ dence in you of the higheft kind I have often made. 
« you privy to my neceftities, I will now acquaint 
* you with my fhame, provided you have leifure- 
“ enough to give me a hearing: for ] muft open to. 
« you a Jong hiltory, fince I will not reveal my fault, 
‘ without informing you, at the fame time, of thofe 
© circumltances, which, I hope, will in fome meafure. 
* excufe it.’ | | 

The Colonel very readily agreed to give his friend 
a patient hearing. So they walked diredtly to a cofs 
feehoufe at the corner ot Spring Garden, where; 
- being in a room by. themfelves, Kooth opened his 
whole heart, and acquainted. the Colonel with his 
amour with Milfs Matthews, from the very beginning, 
. to his receiving that letter which had caufed all his 
prefent uncafinefs, and which he now delivered inte~ 
his friend’s hand. : 
_ The Colonel read the letter very attentively twice 
over, (he was filent indeed long enough to have read 
‘yt oftener), and then turning to Booth, faid, ‘ Well, 
* Sir; and is it fo grievous a calamity to .be the oby 
* ject of a young lady’s affection; efpecially. of one 
‘ whom you allow to be fo extremely handfome ??- 
¢ Nay, but my dear friend,’ cries Booth, ¢ do not jeft: 
€ with me, you who know my Aunelia” ‘: Well, my. 
« dear friend,’ aniwered James, ‘and you know Ame- 
© hia, and this lady too.—But what would you have 
‘ me do for you:’ *] would have you give me your 

* advice,” 
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_ § advice,’ fays Booth, ‘ by what method I fhall get 


rid of this dreadful woman without a difcovery. 
‘ And do you really,’ eries the other, ‘ defire to get 
« rid of her?’ ¢ Can you doubt it,’ faid Booth, ¢ after 
© what E have communicated to you, and after what 
¢ you yourfelf have feen in my family? for, I hope, 
¢ notwithftanding this fatal flip, I do not appear to 
« you in the light of a profligate.” ‘* Well,’ anfwered 
James, ‘ and whatever light I may appear to you in, 
6 if you are really tired of the lady, and if the be 
* really what you have reprefented her, I’H endeae 
* vour to take her off your hands; but I infift upon 
‘ it, that you do not deceive me in. any particular.” 
Booth protefled, in the moft folemn manner, that 
every word which he had fpoken was ftritly trues 
and being afked, whether he would give his honour 
never morse to vifit the lady, he alfired him that he 
mever would. He then, at his friend’s requelt, delt 
vered him Mifs Matthews’s létter, in, which was @ 
fecond direétion to her lodgings, and declared to him, 
that if he could bring him fafely out of this. terrible 
affair, he fhould think himielf te have a fiill higher 
obligation to his friendthip, than any which he had 
already received from it: : | 
Booth prefled the Colonel to. go home with him to 
dinner; but he excufed himfelf, being, as he faid, 
already engaged. However, he undertook in the ate 
ternoon to do all in his power, that Booth fhould re 
ceive no more alarms from the quarter of Mifs Mat. 


' thews, -whom the Colonel undertook te pay all the 


demands fhe had on his friend. They then fepa- 
rated. The Colenel went to dinner at the King’s- 
Arms, and Booth returned in high fpirits to meet his. 
Amelia. ° 

_ Fhe next day, early in the morning, the Colonet 


~ came to the coffeehoufe, aud fent for his friend, who 


lodged but at a litle diftance. The Colonel told him 
he had a little exaggerated the Lady's beauty; how- 
ever, he faid, he excufed that; ‘ for you might thi 
* perhaps,’ cries he, ‘. that your inconftancy to the 
* fineft woman in the world, might want fome-excufe, 
¢ Be that as it will,’ faid he, § you may make youre 
¢ {elf eafy, asit will be, Iam convinced, your own 
| . ‘« fault, 
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‘ fault, if you have ever any further moleftation from 
"© Mifs Matthews.’ : 

Booth poured forth very warmly a great profufion 
of gratitude on this occafion; and nothing more any- 
wife material pafled at this interview, which was very 
fhort, the Colonel being in a great hurry, as he had; 
he faid, fome bufinefs of very great importance to. 
tran faa that morning. 

The Colonel had now feen. Booth twice, without 
remembering to give him the thirty pounds. This the- 
Jatter imputed entirely to forgetfulnefs; for he had 
always found the promifes of the former to be equak 
in value with the notes or bonds of other people. He- 
was more furprifed at what happened the next day,, 
when meeting his friend in the Park, he received only. 
a cold falute from him; and tho’ he paffed him five or 
fix times, and the Colonel was walking with a fingle- 
officer of no great rank, and with whom he feemed. 
in no earneft converfation ; yet could not Booth, whe; 
was alone, obtain any farther. notice from him. 

This gave the poor man fome alarm; though he- 
could {carce perfuade himfelf there was any defign in 
all this coldnefs or forgetfulnefs. Once he imagined. 
that he had leffened himfelf in the Colonel’s opinion, . 
by having difcovered his inconftancy to: Amelia: but 
the known character of. the other,. prefently cured: 
him of this fulpicion, for: he was a perfec liber- 
_ tine with regard to women; that being indeed the- 
principal blemith. in his charaéter, which otherwife- 
might have deferved much commendation for good- 
nature, generolity,. and-friend{bip. But he carried- 
this one to a moft unpardonable height; and made 
no {cruple-of openly declaring, that if he ever liked a. 
woman well enough to be uneafy on her account, he. 
would cure himfelf, if he could;. by. enjoying her,.. 
whatever might be the confequence. 

— Booth could: not therefore be perfuaded that the: 
Colonel would. fo highly refent in another a fault, of 
which he was himfelf molt notorioufly guilty. After 
much confideration, he could: derive this behaviour 


from nothing better than a capricioufnefs in his" 


friend’s temper, froma kind of inconftancy of mind, 
which paca men grow weary of. their friends, with 
pays & 


Chap. 3. AMELIA... 179 


no more reafon than they often are-of their miftreffes; 
To fay the truth, there are jilts in friendihip as well 
asin love; and by the behaviour of fome men in both, 
one would almoit imagine that thcy induftrioufly 
fought to gain the aficétions of others, with a view 
only of making the parties miterable. 

_ This was the confequence-ot the Colonel’s Scheie 
our to Booth. Former calamities had affliéted him . 
‘but this almoft diftracted him; and the more fo, as he 
was not able well to account for fuch conduct, nor to 
‘conceive the leaft reafon of it. 

Amelia, at his return, prefently perceived the dif- 
turbance in -hits mind, though he endeavoured with 
his utmoft power to hide it; and he was at length 
prevailed upon by her entreaties to difcover to her the 
‘caufe of it; which fhe no fooner heard, than fhe ap- 
plied as judicious a remedy to his difordered fpirits, as 
either of thofe great mental phyficians, Tully, or Ari- 
ftotle, could have thought of. She ufed many argu- 
‘Ments to perfuade him that he was in an error; and 
chad miftaken forgettulnets and careledinefs for 'a dee 
digned neglea. 

But as this phyfic.was only eventually Pe and . 
as its efficacy-depended on her being in the right, a 
‘point in which fhe was -not apt toe too pofitive, the 
‘thought fit:to add fome confolation of a more certain 
-and pofitive kind: « Admit,’ faid fhe, ‘my dear, that 
“€ Mr James thould prove the unaccountable perfon 
* you have fulpected, and {hould, without being able 
to alledge any caufe, withdraw his friendthip from 
you, (for furely the accident of burning his letter is 
too trifling and ridiculous to mention) why fhould 
this grieve you?’ the obligations he hath conferred 
on you, I. allow, ought to make his misfortunes al- 
moft your own; but they fhould not, { think, make 
you fee: his faults fo very fenfibly, efpecially when, 
by one-of the greateft faults in the world, committed 
againit yourfelf, he hath confiderably leffened all 
obligations : for fure, if the fame perfon who hath 
contributed to my happine(s at one time, doth every 
thing in his power malicioufly and wantonly to make 
“me milerable at another, |.am very little obliged to 
* fuch a perfon. And let it be a comfort to m : dear 

© Bilty, 
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* Billy, that however other friends may prove falfe 
* and fickle ta him, hé hath one friend, whom no in- 
‘ conftancy of her own, nor any change of his for- 
.© tune, nor time, nor age, nor ficknefs, nor any acci- 
* dent can ever alter; but who will efteem, will love, 
* and doat on him for ever.’ So faying, fhe flun 
her fnowy armis about his neck, and pave him a carcie 
fo tender, that it feemed almoft to balance all the ma- 
lice of his fate. . 

- And, indeed, the behaviour of Amela would have 


made him completely happy, in defiance of all adverfe . 
eircumftances, bad it not been for thofe bitter ingre- - 


dients which he himfelf had thrown into his cup; and 


which prevented him from truly relifhing his Amelia’s 


Iweetnefs, by cruelly reminding him how unworthy 
he was of this excellent creature. | 

Booth did not long remain in the dark as to the 
conduct of James, which, at firft, appeared to him 
to be fo great a myitery ; for this very afternoon he 
fteceived a letter from Mifs Matthews, which unravel- 
Jed the whole affair. By this letter, which was full 
of bitternefs and upbraiding, he difcovered that James 
was his rival with that lady, and was indeed the iden 
‘tical perfon who had fent the hundred pound note to 
Mifs Matthews, when im the prifon. He had reafon 
to believe likewife, as well by the letter ‘as by other 
circumflances, that James had hitherto been an uniuc- 
cefsful lover: for the lady, though fhe had forfeited 
all title to virtue, had not yet fo far forfeited all pre- 
tenfions to delicacy, as to be, tike the ditt in the ftreet, 
indifferently common to all. She diftributed her fa- 
vours only to thofe the liked. in which number that 
gentleman had not the happinefs of being included. 

When Booth had- made this difcovery, he was not 
fo little verfed in human nature, as any longer to he- 
fitate at the true motive of the Colonel’s condu&; tor 
he well knew how odious a fight. a happy rival is to 
an unfortunate dover. I believe he was, in reality, 


pind to affign the cold treatment he had received from ° 


is friend, to a caufe which, however unjuftifiable, is, 


at the fame time, highly natural, and to acquit him” 


of a levity, ficklenefs, and caprice, which he muft 
: I : , have’ 


| i 


| 
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have been unwillingly obliged to have feen ina much 
worfe light. | 


He now refolved to take the firft opportunity of ac- 
cofting the colonel, and of coming to a perfect expla- 
pation upon the whole matter. He debated likewife 
with himfelf, whether he fhould not throw himfelf 
at Amelia’s feet, and confefs a crime to her, which 


he found fo little hopes of concealing, and which he - 


forelaw would occafion him io many difficulties and 
terrors to endeavour to conceal. Happy had it been 
for him, bad he wifely purfued this ftep ; fince, in all 
probability; he would have received immediate for- 
givenefs from the belt of women: but-he had not 
{nfficient refolution ; or, to fpeak, perhaps, more truly, 
he had too much pride to confets his guilt, and pre- 
ferred the danger of the higheit inconveniences to the 
certainty of being put to the bluth. 


C H A P. VI. 


dn which may appear that violence is fometimes done io 
- the name of love. | 


HEN that happy day came, in which un- 
| hallowed hands are forbidden to contaminate 
the fhoulders of the unfortunate, Booth went early to 
the colonel’s houfe, and being admitted to his pre- 
fence, began with great freedom, though with great- 
gentlenefs, to complain of his not having dealt with 


him with more opennefs. * Why, my dear colonel,’ 
faid he, § would you not acquaint me with that fecret — 


© which this letter hath difclofed?’ James read the let- 
ter, at which his countenance changed more than once; 
and then, after a fhort filence, faid, ‘ Mr Booth, I 
* have been to blame, I own it; and you upbraid me 
* with jultice. The true reafon was, that I was a- 
fhamed of my own folly. D—n me, Booth, if I 
have not been a moft confummate fool, a very dupe 
to this woman; ‘and fhe hath a particular pleafure in 
making me fo. Iknow what the impertinence of 
virtue is, and I can fubmit to it; but to be treated 
thus by a whore !—You muft forgive me, dear Booth; 
but your fuccefs was a kind of triumph over mé 
which I could not bear. 1 own, I have not the leatt 
reafon to conceive any anger again{t you; and yet, 
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curfe me, if I fhould not have been lefs difpleafed 
at your lying with my own wife; nay, I could al- 
mott have parted with half my fortune to you more 
willingly, than have fuffered you to receive that 
trifle ot my money, which you received at her hands. 
However, I afk your pardon; and I promife you, [ 
will never more think of you with the leaft ill-will, 
on the accounr of this woman; but as for her, 
d—n me, if I do not enjoy her by fome means or 
other, whatever it colts me; for 1 am already above 
two hundred pound out of pocket, without having 
fcarce had a fmile in rerurn.’ 

Booth exprefled much aftonifhment at this declara- 


tion: he faid, * he could not conceive how it was pof- 
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fible to have fuch an affection tor a woman, who did 
not fhew the leaft inclination to return it.’— James 


ave her a hearty curfe; and faid, * Pox of her in- 


g 


cfination; 1 want only the poffelfion of her perfon; 
and that you will allow is a very fine one. But, be- 
fides my pafion ‘for her, fhe hath now piqued my 
pride; for how can a man of my fortune brook being 
refufed by a whore?’ § Since you are fo fet on the 
butinefs,’ cries Booth, ‘ you will excufe my faying 
fo, I faricy you had better change your method of 
applying to her: for, as the is, perhaps, the vaineft 
woman upon earth, your bounty may probably do 
you little fervice; nay; may rather actually dif- 
oblige her. Vanity it plainly her predominant 
paffion, and, if you will adminifter to that, it wall 
infallibly throw her into your arms. To this I at-_ 
tribute my own unfortunate fuccefs. While fhe re- 
lieved my wants and diftrefles, fhe was daily feedin 
her own vanity; whereas, as every gift of yours al- 
ferted your fuperiority, it rather offended than 
pleafed her. Indeed women generally love to be of 
the obliging fide; and if we examine their favourites, 
we fhall find them to be much oftener fuch as they 
have conferred obligations on, than fuch as they 
have received them from.’ 

Vhere was fomcthing in this fpeech which pleafed 


the colonel; and he faid with a {mile, * I don’t know 


§ 
§ 


how it is, Will; but you know women better than I.’ 
Perhaps, coloncl,’ anfwered Booth, ‘1 have fludied 


© their 


@ 
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‘ their minds more.” ‘I don’t however much envy 
* you your knowledge,’ replied the other: ‘ for Ine- 
¢ ver think their minds worth confidering. However, 
“[ hope I thall profit a little by your experience with 
¢ Mifs Matthews. Damnation feize the proud info- 
‘lent harlot | the devil take me if 1 don’t love her 
‘ more than I ever loved a woman !’ | | 

The reft of their converfation turned on Booth’s af 
fairs. The Colonel then reaffumed the part of a friend, 
gave him the remainder of the money, and promifed to ° 
take the firft opportunity of laying his cnemorial before 
agreat man. 

Booth was greatly overjoyed at this fuccefs. No- - 
thing now lay on his mind, but to conceal his frailty 
from Amelia, to whom he was afraid Mifs Matthews, 
in the rage of her refentment, would communicate it. 
- This apprehenfion made him {tay almo/ft conftantly at 
home ; and he trembled at every knock at the door. 
His fear moreover betrayed him into a meannefs, 
which he would have heartily defpifed on any other 
occafion. This was to order the maid to deliver him 
any letter directed to Amelia, at the fame time ftrialy 
charging her not to acquaint her miltrefs with her ha- . 
ving received any fuch orders. | 

A fervant of any acutenefs would have formed 
ftrange conje€tures from fuch an injunction ; but this — 
poor girl was of perfect fimplicity ; fo great indeed | 
was her fimplicity, that had not Amelia been veid of 
all fufpicion of her hufband, the maid would have foon 
after betrayed her matter. 

One afternoon when they were drinking tea, little 
‘Betty, fo was the maid called, came into the room 3 
and calling her malter forth, delivered him a card 
which was directed to Amelia. Booth having read the 
card, on his return into the room, chid the girl for | 
calling him, faying, ‘ If you can read, child, you mult 
* fee it was direSted to your miftrefs.’— To this the girl 
anfwered pertly enough, “I am fure, Sir, you ordered, 
* me to bring every letter firftto you.’ This hint, with 
Many women, would have been fufficient to have blown | 
up the whole affair ; but Amelia, who heard what the 
girl faid, through the medium of love and confidence, 
{aw the matter in a much better light than it deferved ; 
- R2 | Ls | and 
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and looking tenderly on her hufband, faid, ‘ Indeed, 
my love, I muft blame you for a condu@, which, 
perhaps, I ought rather to praife, as it proceeds only 
from the extreme tendernefs of your affection. But, 
why will you endeavour to keep any fecrets from me? 


you cannot hide the confequences, you make me al- 
ways fufpect ten times worfe than the reality... While 
I have you and my children well before my eyes, [ 
am capable of facing any news which can arrive : 
for what ill news can come (unlefs indeed it con- 
cerhs my little babe in the country) which doth not 
relate to the badnefs of our circumftances ? and thofe, 
I thank Heaven, we have now a fair profpe& of re- 
trieving. Befides, dear Billy, though my under- 
ftanding be much ‘inferior to yours, I have fome- 
times had the happinefs of luckily hitting on fome 
argument which hath afforded you comfort. This 
you know, my dear, was the cafe with regard to Co- 
lonel James, whom I perfuaded you to think you had 
miftaken, and you fee the event proved me in the 
right.’ So happily, both for herfelf and Mr Booth, 
did the excellence of this good woman’s difpofition de- 
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“ceive her, and force her to fee every thing in the moft 


advantageous light to her hufband. 


The card being now infpected, was found to con- | 


tain the compliments of Mrs James to Mrs Booth, 
with ap account of her being arrived in town, and 
having brought with her a very great cold. Amelia 
was overjoyed at the news of her arrival; and having 
dreffed herfelf in the utmoft hurry, left her children to 
the care of her hufband, and ran away to pay her 
refpeas to her friend, whom fhe loved with a moft 


fincere affe@ion. Bunt how was fhe difappointed, | 


when, eager with the utmoft impatience, and exulting 
with the thoughts of prefently feetng her beloved 
friend, fhe was anfwered at the door that the lady was 
not at home! nor could fhe, upon telling her name, 
obtain admiffion. This, confidering the account fhe 
had received of the lady’s eold, greatly furprifed her 5 
and fhe returned home very much vexed at her difap~ 

pointment. 
Amelia, who had no fufpicion that Mrs James be 
really 


believe me, for my own fake you ought not; for as _ 
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really at home, and, as the phrafe is, was denied, 
would have made a fecond vifit the next morning, had 
fhe. not been prevented by a cold, which fhe herfelf 


now got, and which was attended with a flight fever. 


This coafined her feveral days to her houie, cia 
which Booth officiated as her nurfe, and never ftirre 
from her. 

In all this time fhe never heard a word from Mrs 
James, which gave her fome uneafinefs, but more a- 
ftonifhment. he tenth day, when the was perfectly 
recovered, about nine in the evening, when fhe and 
her hufband were juft going to fupper, fhe heard a 
moft violent thundering at the door, and prefently after 
aruitling of filk upon her itair-cafe; at the fame time 
a female voice cried out pretty loud * Blefs me! 
‘ what, am [ to climb up another pair of ftairs?” upon 
which Amelia, who well knew the voice, prefent!y ran 
tothe door, and ufhered in Mrs James mott {plendidly 
drefled: who put on as formal a countenance, and 
made as formal a courtely to her old friend, us if fhe 
had been her very diftant acquaintance. 

Poor Amelia, who was going to ruth into her friend’s 
arms, was ftruck motioniefs by this behaviour; but 
recollecting her fpirits, as the had an excellent pretence 
of mind, fhe prefently underttood what the lady meant, 
and refolved to treat her in her own way. Down 
therefore the company fat, and filence prevailed for. 


fome time, during which: Mrs James furveyed the 


room with more attention thar fhe would have be- 
flowed on one much finer. At length the converfa- 
tion began, 1n which the weather and the diverfions 
of the town were: well canvafed. Amelia,. who was 4 
woman of great humour, performed her part to ad- 
Miration ; fo that a by itander would have doubted, 


4’ every other article than drefs, which of the two was 


the moit accomplithed fine lady. ar ey 

After a vifit of twenty minutes, during which, not 
4 word of any former occurrences was mentioned, nor 
Indeed any {ubjec of difcourfe ftarted, except only 
thofe two above-mentioned, Mrs James rofe from her 
chair, and retir din the fame formal manner in which 
fhe had approached. We will purfue her, for the fake of 
the contralt, during the reft of the evening. She went 
2 28 ge from 


186 AMELIA. _ BookiV. 


from Amelia direfily to a-rout, where fhe fpent two | 


hours in a croud of company, talked again and again 
over the diverfions and news of the town, played twa 
rubbers at whift, and then retired to her own aparte 
ment, where, having pafled another hour in undreiling 
herfelf, fhe went to her own bed. ; 

‘Booth and his wife, the' moment their companion 
was gone, fat down to fupp:-r on a piece of cold meat, 
the remains of their dinner. Afier which, over a pint 
of wine, they entertained themfelves for a while with 
the ridiculous behaviour of their vifitant. But Amelia 
declaring fhe rather faw her as the object of pity than 
anger, turned the difcourfe to pleafanter topics. The 
little actions of their children, the former fcenes, and 
future profpedcts of their life, furnifhed them with many 
pleafant ideas, and the contemplation of Amelta’s res 
covery threw Booth into raptures. At length they 
retired, happy in each other. 7 3 


It is poflible fome readers may be no lefs furprifed : 


at the behaviour of Mrs James, than was Amelia her- 
telf, fince they may have perhaps received fo favourable 
un iimpreffion of that lady from the account given of 
her by Mr Booth, that her prefent demeanour may 
feem unnatural and inconfiftent with her former chas 
rager. But they will be pleafed to confder the great 
alteration in her circumftances, from a {tate of depenr 
dency on a brother, who was himfelf no better than a 
foldier of fortune, to that of being wife to a man of 3 


wery large citate, and confiderable rank in life. And . 


what was her prefent behaviour more than that of a 
fine lady, who confidered form and fhow as eflential 
mgredients. of human happinefs, and imagined all 
friendthip to confit in ceremony, ‘courtefies, meflages, 
and vifits? In which opinion fhe had the honour to 
think with much the larger part of one fex, and no 
{mall number of the other. , 


C H AP. VII. 


Containing a very extraordinary and pleafant incident. 


HE next evening Booth and Amelia went to 
walk in the Park with their children. They 


were now on the verge ot the Parade, and Booth was | 


defcribin 
‘ efcribing 
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defcribing to his wife the fevera] buildings roynd it; _ 
when, on a fudden, Amelia mifling her little boy, cried 
out, * Where’s little Billy ?? upon which Booth, catt- 
ing his eyes over the grafs, faw a foot-foldier fhaking 
the boy at a little diftance. At this fight, without 
making any anfwer to his wife, he leaped over the 
rails; and running dire@ly up to the fellow, who had 
a firelock with a bayonet fixed in his hand, hg feized 
him by the collar, and tripped up his heels, and at the 
fame time wrefted his arms trom him. A ferjeant vpon 
duty feeing the affray at fome diftance, ran pretently 
up, and being told: what had happened, gave the cene 
tine! a hearty curfe, and told him he delerved to be 
hanged. A by-ftander gave this information; for 
Booth was returned with his little boy to meet Amelia, 
- who ftaggered towards him as faft as fhe could, all 
pale and breathlefs, and fcarce able to fupport her,tote 
tering limbs. The ferjeant now came up to Booth, te — 
make an apology for the behaviour of the foldier, when 
of a fudden he turned almoft as pale as Amelia her 
felf. He ftood filent, whilit Booth was employed in 
comforting and recovering his wife ;’and then addref- 
fing himfelf to him, faid, ‘ Blefs me! Lieutenant, 
¢ could I imagine it had been your Honour; and was 
¢ it my little mafter that the rafcal uted fo? I am glad 
¢ I did not know it; for I fhould certainly have run 
¢ my halbert into him.’ * oe 

Booth prefently recognized his old faithful fervane 
Atkinfon, and gave him a hearty greeting; faying, 
he was very glad to fee him in his prefent fituation.. 
« Whatever [ am,’ anfwered the ferjeant, ‘ I {hall al- 
« ways think I owe it to your honour.’ Then taking 
the little boy by the hand, he cried, ‘ What a vaft fine 
* young gentleman matter is grown !’ and curfing the 
foldier’s inhumanity, {wore tily he would make 
him pay for it. . 

-As Amelia was much difordered with her fright, 
fhe did not recolle& her fofter-brother, till he was 
introduced to her by Booth; but fhe no fooner knew 
him, than fhe beftowed a moft obliging {mile on him; 
and calling him by the name of honelt Joe, faid the 
was heartily glad to fee him in England. ‘ See, 
* my dear,’ cries Booth, ‘ what preferment Aart er 
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© friend is come to. You would fcarce know him, 1b 
*- believe, in his prefent {tate of finery.” ‘* lam very 
* well pleafed to fee it,’ anfwered Amelia, ‘ and! wif 
¢ him joy of being made an officer, with all my heart.? 


In fat, from what Mr Booth faid, joined to the fera 


jeant’s laced coat, fhe believed that he had obtained a 


commiffion. So weak and abfurd is human vanity, 


that this miftake of Amelia’s poflibly put poor Atkin- 
fon out of countenance; for he looked at this inftant 
more, filly than he had ever done in his life; and mae 
king her a moft refpectful bow, muttered fomething 
about obligations, in a fcarce articulate or intelligible 
mianner. . . , 

The ferjeant had, indeed, among many other quae 
Jities, that modelty which a Latin author honours by 
the name of ingenuous: Nature had given him this, 
notyithftanding the meannefs of his birth; and fix 
years converfation in the army had not taken it away. 
To fay the truth, he was a noble fellow; and Amelia, 
by fuppofing he had a commiffion in the guards, had 
been guilty of no affront to that honourable body. 

Kooth had a real affe&ion for Atkinfon, though in 
fa& he knew not half his merit. He acquainted him 
with his lodgings, where he earneitly defired to fee 
him. — , . | . 

Amelia, who was far from being recovered from the 
terrors into which the feeing her hufband engaged 
with the foldier had thrown her, defired to go home ; 
nor was fhe well able to walk without fome aflittance. 
While the fupported herfelf, therefore, on her huf- 
band’s arm, the told Atkinfon, fhe fhould be obliged 


to him, if he would take care of the children. He - 


readily accepted the office; but, upon offering his 
hand to Mifs, the refufed, and burf{t into tears. Upon 
which the tender mother refigned Booth to her chil- 
dren, and put herfelf under the ferjeant’s protection 5 
who conduéted her fafe home, though the often de- 
clared fhe feared fhe fhould drop down by the way. 
‘The fear of which fo affected the ferjeant, (for befides 
the honour which he himfelf had tor the lady, he 
knew how tenderly his friend Joved her) that he was 
unable to fpeak; and had not his nerves been fo 
{trongly braced that nothing could ihake them, a 
| ha 
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had enough in his mind to have fet we a Gembiing 
équally with the lady. 

When they arrived at the lodgings, the miltrefs of 
the houfe opened the door, who feeing Amelia’s con- 
dition, threw open the parlour, and begged her to 
walk in; upon which fhe immediately flung herfelf 
into achair; and all prefent thought fhe would have 
fainted away—However fhe efcaped that milery, and 
having drank a glais of water with a little white wine 
mixed in it, the began, in a hittle time, to regain her 
complexion ; and at length affured Booth that the was 
perfectly secovered: but rdeciared the had never under- 

one fo much, and earneltly begged him never to be 
o rath for the future. She then called her little boy, 
and gently chid him; faving, * You muit never do to 
more, Billy; you fee what wiichief you might have 
brought upon your father ; and what you have mada 
me fuffer.? ‘La! Mamma,’ faid the child, ‘ what 
harm did I do? | did not know that people might 
not walk in the green fields in London. | am ture 
if I did a fault, the man punifhed me enough for it; 
for he pinched me almoft through my flender arm.’ 
He then bared his little arm, which was greatly dif- 
coloured by the injury it had received —Booth utter- 
ed a moft dreadful execration at this fight; and the 
ferjeant, who was now prefent, did the like. 

Atkinfon now returned to his guard, and went di- 
rectly to the officer to acquaint him with the foldier’s 
inhumanity; but he who was about fifteen years of 
age, gave the ferjeant a hearty curfe, and faid, the fol- 
ater had done very well; for that idle boys qught to . 
be correéted. This however did not fatisfy poor At- 
kinfon, who the next day, as foon as the guard was 
relieved, beat the fellow moft unmercifully, and told 
him, he would remember him as long as he ftayed ik 
the regiment. 

Thus ended this trifling adventure, which fome rea- 
ders will, perhaps, be pleafed with feeing related at 
full length. None, I think, can fail drawing one 
obfervation from it; namely, how capable the moft 
infiz nificant accident is of difturbing human: happi- 
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ful events. A reflection which may ferve to many 
moral and religious ufes. 

This accident produced the firft acquaintance be- 
tween the miltrefs of the houfe and her lodgers; for 


hitherto they had fcarce exchanged a word together. . 


But the great concern which the good woman had 
{hewn on Amelia’s account at this time, was not like- 
Jy to pafs unobferved or unthanked either by the huf- 
band or wife. Amelia therefore, as foon as fhe was 
able to go up ftairs, invited Mrs Elfifon (for that was 
her name) to her apartment, and defired the favour 
of her ftay to fupper. She readily complied; and 
they pafled a very agreeable evening. together, in 


which the two women jeemed to have conceived a moft | 


extraordinary liking to each other. 

_ Though beauty in general doth not greatly recom- 
mend one woman to another, as it ts too apt to create 
envy; yet, in cafes where this pailion does not inter- 
fere, a fine woman is often a pleafing object even to 


fome of her own fex; efpecially when her beauty is 


attended with a certain air of affability, as was that 


of Amelia in the highelt degree. She was, ‘indeed, 2 


molt charming woman ; and | know not whether the 


little fear on her nofe did not rather add to, than di- 


minifh her beauty. 
Mrs Ellifon therefore was as much charmed with 
the lovelinefs of her fair lodger, as with all her other 


engaging qualities. She was, indeed, fo taken with 


Amelia’s beauty, that fhe could not refrain from cry- 
ing out in a kind of tranfport and admiration, ‘ Upon 
‘ my word, Captain Booth, you are the happieft man 
‘ in the world, Your lady is fo extremely handfome, 
* that one cannot took at her without pleafure.’ 

Fhis good woman herfelf had none of thefe attrac- 
tive charms to the eye. Her perfon was fhort, and 
immoderately fat; her features were none of the moft 
regular; and her ‘complexion (if indeed fhe ever had 
a good one) had confiderably fuffered by time. 

Her good humour and complaifance, however, were 
highly pleafing to Amelia. Nay, why fhould we con- 
cea] the fecret fatisfaction which that lady had felt from 
the Sompumnents paid to her perfon? fince fuch of my, 
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readers as like her beft will not be forry to find that 
fhe was a woman. 


C H A P. VIII. 
Containing various matters. 


A FORTNIGHT had now paffed, fince Booth 
‘4\ had feen or heard from the Colonel; which 
did not a little furprife him, as they had parted fo 
good friends, and as he had fo cordially undertaken 
Bis caufe concerning the memorial, on which all his 
hopes depended. 

The uneafinefs which this gave him, farther en- 

creafed on finding that his friend refufed to fee him : 
for he had paid the Colonel a vifit at nine in the 
morning, and was told he was not Stirring; and at | 
his return back an hour afterwards, the fervant faid 
his mafter was gone out ; of which Booth was certain 
of the fallehood: for he had, during the whole hour, 
walked backwards and forwards within fight of the 
Colonel's door, and muft have feen him, if he had 
gone out within that time. 
. The good Colonel however did not long fuffer his 
friend to continue in the deplorable ftate of anxiety ; 
for the very next morning Booth received his memo- 
rial inclofed in a letter, acquainting him that Mr ~ 
James had mentioned his affair to the perfon he pro- 
pofed ; but that the great man had fo many engage- 
ments on hig hands, that it was impoffible for him to 
make any further promifes at this time. 

The cold and diftant ftile of this Jetter, and indeed 
the whole behaviour of James, fo different from what 
it had been formerly, had fomething fo myfterious in 
it, that it greatly puzzled and perplexed poor Booth 3 
and it was fo long before he was able to folve it, that 
the reader's curiofity will, perhaps, be obliged to us 
for not leaving him fo long in the dark asto that mat- 
ter. The true reafon then of the.Colcnei’s conduct 
was this: his unbounded generofity, together with 
the. unbounded extravagance, and confequently the 
great neceflity of Mifs Matthews, had at length over- 
come the cruelty of that lady, with whom he hkewrfe 
had luckily no rival. Above all, the defire of being 
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revenged on Booth, with whom fhe was to o the highefR © 


degree enraged, had perhaps contributed not a little 
to his fuccets ; for fhe had no fooner condefcended to 
a familiarity with her new lover, and difcovered that 
Captain James, of whom the had heard fo much from 
Booth, was no other than the identical Colonel, than 
fhe employed every art of which fhe was miftrefs, to 
make an utter breach of friendfhip between thefe two. 
For this purpofe the did not fcruple to infinuate, that 
the Colonel, was not at all obliged to the character 
given of him by his friend; and to the account of 
this latter fhe placed moit of the cruelty which the had 
fhewn to the former. 

Had the Colonel made a proper ufe of his reafon, 
- and fairly examined the prebability of the fad, he 
could fcarce have been impofcd upon to believe a 
matter fo inconfiltent with all he knew of Booth, and 
in which that gentleman muft have finned againft all 
the laws of honour without any vifible temptation. 
But, in folemn fa@, the Colonel was fo intoxicated 
with his love, that it was in the power of his milftrefs 
to have perfuaded him of any thing; befides, he had 
an intereft in giving her credit ; for he was not a little 
pleafed with finding a reafon for hating the man, 
whom he could not help hating without a reafon, at 
leaft, without any which be durft fairly affign, even 
to himfelf. Henceforth therefore he abandoned all 
friendfhip for Booth, and was more inclined to put 
him out of the world, than to endeavour any PRE 
at fupporting him in it. 

Booth communicated this letter to his wife, he 
endeavoured, as ufual, to the utmoft of her power, to 
confole him under one of the greateft afflictions, which, 
I think, can befal aman, namely, the unkindnefs of 
a friend ; but he had luckily at the fame time the 


greateft biciling in his poficflion, the kindnefs of a | 


faithful and beloved wife. A blefling however, which, 
though it compenfates moft of the evils of life, ra- 
ther jerves to aggravate the misfortune of diftreffed 
circumitances, from the confideration of the fhare which 

fhe is to bear in them. 
This afternoon Amelia received a fecond vifit from 
Mrs Ellifon, = acquainted her that the had a pre- 
F ent 
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Yent of a ticket for the oratorio, which would carry ~ 
two perfons into the gallery ; and therefore begyed 
the favour of her company thither. : 

Amelia with many thanks acknowledged the civi- 
dity of Mrs tififon, but declined accepting her offer ; 
upon which, Booth very ftrenvioufly intilted on her 
going, and faid to her, ‘ My dear, if you knew the 
* fatisfattion [ have in any of your plealures, i am 
convinced you would not refule the favour Mrs El- 
Iifon is fo kind to offer you; for as you are a lover 
ot mafic, you, who have never been at an oratorio, 
cannot conceive how you will be delighted.’ * 1 well 
know your goodnels, my dear,’ antwered Amelia, 
bur [ cannot think of leaving my children without 
fome perfon more proper to take care of them than 
* this poor girl.’ Mrs Ellifon removed this objec- . 
tion, by offering her own fervant, a very difcreet ma- 
tron, to attend them; but notwithftanding this, and 
all (he could tay, with the affittance of Booth, and of - 
the children themielves, Amelia {till perfiiled in her 
retefal; and the miltrefs of the houfe, who knew how 
ar good breeding allows perions to be preiling on 
‘thefe occafions, took her Jeave. 

She was no fooner departed, than Amelia, looking 
wenderly on her hufband, faid, ‘ How can you, my 
“ dear creature, think that mufic hath any charm for 
* meat this ume?—Or indeed do you believe that I am 
’* capable of any fenfation worthy the name of plea- , 
“¢ fure, when neither you nor my children are pre(fent, 
‘* or bear any part of it?’ . 

An ofhcer of the regiment to which Booth had for- 
merly belonged, hearing from Atkinfon where he 
dodged, now came to pay hima vifit. He told him 
that feveral of their old acquaintance were to meet the 
‘next Wednelday at a tavern, and very ftrongly prefied 
him to be one of the company. Booth was, in truth, 
what ts called a hearty fellow, and Joved now and then | 
‘to take a chearful glats with his friends; but he ex- 
cufed himfelf at this time. His friend declared he 
would take no denial, and he growing very importu- 
mate, Amelia at length feconded him. Upon this 
Booth anfwered, * Well, my dear, fince you defire 
* me I will comply, but on one condition, that you 
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_* goat the fame time to the oratorio.’ Amelia thought 
this requeft reafonable enough, and gave her confent; 
of. which Mrs Ellifon prefently received the news, and 
with great fatisfaction. | 
It may, perhaps, be afked why Booth could go to 
the tavern, and not to the oratorio with his wife. In 


truth then, the tavern was within hallowed ground, — 


that is to fay, in the verge of the court: for of five 
officers that were to meet there, three, befides Booth, 
were confined to that air, which hath been always 
found extremely wholefome to a broken military con- 
ftitution. And here, if the good reader will pardon 
the pun, he will {carce be offended at the obfervation; 
fince, how is it poflible that, without running in debt, 
any perfon fhould maintain the drefs and appearance 
of a gentleman, whofe income is not half fo good as 
that of a porter? itis trae, that this allowance, {mall 
as it is, isa great expence to the public; but if fe- 
vera] more unneceffary charges were fpared, the public 
might, perhaps, bear a little increafe of this without 
much feeling it. They would not, Iam fure, have 
equal reafon to complain at contributing to the main- 
tenance of a fet of brave fellows, who, at the hazard 
of their health, their limbs, and their lives, have 
maintained the fafety and honour of their country ; 
as when they find themfelves taxed to the fupport of 
a fet of drones, who have not the leaft merit or claim 
to their favour; and who, without contributing in 
any manner to the good of the hive, live luxurioufly 
on the labours of the induftrious bee. 


.-C H A P. IX. 
In.which Amelia, with her friend, goes to the Oratorio, 


hy | OTHING happened between the Monday and 
t the Wednefday worthy a place in this hiftory. 
‘Upon the evening of the latter, the two ladies went to 
the oratorio, and were there time enough to get a firft 
rew in the gallery. Indeed there was only one per- 
fon in the houfe when they came: for Amelia’s incli- 
nations, when fhe gave a loofe to them, were pretty 
éager for this diverfion, fhe being a great lover of 
mufic, and particularly of Mr Handel’s bas bauer 
+ rg 
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Mrs Ellifon was, I fuppofe, a great lover likewife of 
mufic, for fhe was the more impatient of the two; 
which was rather the more extraordinary, as thefe en- 
tertainments were not fuch novelties to her as they 
were to poor Amelia. | : 

Though our ladies arrived full two hours before 
they faw the back of Mr Handel; yet this time of 
expectation did not hang extremely heavy on their 
hands; for befides their own chat, they had thecom- ~ 
pany of a gentleman, whom they found at their firtt 
arrival in the gallery; and who, though plainly, or 
rather roughly drefled, very luckily for the women 
happened to be sot only well-bred, but a perfon of very 
lively converfation. The gentleman on his part feemed 
highly charmed with Amelia, and in fa& was fo; 
for, though he reftrained himfelf entirely within the 
rules of good-breeding, yet was he in the higheit de- 
gree officious to catch at every opportunity of fhewing 
his refpe@, and doing her little fervices He pro- 
cured her a book and wax-candle, and held the candle 
fer her himfelf during the whole entertainment. 

At the end of the oratorio, he declared he would 
not leave the ladies till he had feen them fafeintotheir — 
chairs or coach; and at the fame time very earneltly 
entreated that he might have the honour of waiting 
on them. Upon which Mrs Elfen, who was a very 
good. humoured woman, anfwered, ‘ Ay, fure, Sir, if 
*-you pleafe ; you have been very obliging to us; dnd © 
* adifh of tea fhall be at your fervice at any time ;” 
and then told him where fhe lived. : 

- The ladies were no fooner feated in their hackney- 
coach, than Mrs Ellifon burft into a loud laughter, 
and cried, ¢ I'll be hanged, Madam, if you have not 
* made. a conquelt to-night; and what is very plea- 
* fant, I believe the poor gentleman takes you for a 
* fingle lady.’, * Nay,’ anfwered Amelia very grave- 
Jy, “1 .proteft [ began to think at laft he was tather 
* too particular, though he did not venture at a word 
* that I could be offended at; but if you fancy any ~ 
© fuch thing, I am forry you invited him to drink tea.’ 
“Why fo? replied Mrs Ellifon, * Are you angry 
‘ with a man for liking you? if you are, you will be 
‘angry with almoit every man that fees you. [f I 
Sa © was 
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was aman myfelf, I declare I fhould be in the nua 
ber of your adinirers. Poor gentleman! I pity him 
heartily; he little knows that you have not a heart 
to difpofe of. For my own part, I fhould nat be 
furpriied at feeing a ferious propofal of marriage > 
for | am convinced he is a-man of fortune, not on-« 
ly by the politenefs of his addrefs, but by the fines 
nefs of his linen, and that valuable diamond- ring on 
his finger. But you will fee more of him when he 
* comes to tea.’ * Indeed | fhall not,’ anfwered Ames 
Jia, ‘ though I believe you only rally me; I hope you 
« have a better opinion of me, than to think I would 
* go willingly into the company of a man who had 
* an improper liking for me.’ Mrs Ellifon, who wag 
one of the: gayeft women in the world, repeated the 
words, improper liking, with a laugh; and eried, 
¢ My dear Mrs Booth, believe me, you are too hands 
‘ fome and too good-humoured for a prude, How 


“ can. you affect being offended at whatl_am convinced - 


‘ is the greateft pleaiure of womankind, and chiefly | 
« believe of us virtuous women ? for, I aflure you, not: 
‘ withitanding my gaiety, I am as virtuous as any 
* prude in Europe.’ ‘ Far be it from me, Madam,’ 
faid Anielia, ‘ to fufpe& the contrary of abundance of 
* women, who indulge themfelves in mucb greater 
*-freedoms than | fhould take, or have any plea{ure ia 
‘taking: for J} folemnly proteft, if 1 know my ows 
¢ heart, the liking of all men, but of. one, is a mat- 
* ter quite indifferent to me, or rather would be highly. 
‘ difagreeable.’ 


This difcourfe brought them home, where Amelia | 


Ginding her children afleep, and her hufband nat res 
pared) invited her companion to partake of her homes 
Jy fare, and down they fat to {npper together. The 


clock ftruck twelve; and no néws being arrived of 


Booth, Mrs Ellifon began to exprets fome aftonith- 
ment at his ftay, whence fhe launched into a general 
refletion on hufbands, and foon paft to fome particular 
invectives on her own. ‘* Ah, my dear Madam,’ lays 
fhe, * I know the prefent ftate of your mind by what 
* Ihave myfelf often felt formerly. 1 am no firanger 
* to the melancholy tone of a midnight clock. It was 
‘ my misfortune to drag on a heavy chain above fif- 
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* teen years, with a fottifh yoke-fellow. But how car 
* I wonder at my fate, fince I fee even. your fuperior 
‘ charms cannot confine a hufbaad from the bewitch- 
* ing pleafures of a botile?’ ‘ Indeed, Madam,’ fays 
Amelia, ¢ { have ne reafon to complain, Mr Booth is 
* one of the fobereft of men; but now and then to 
¢ {pend a late hour with his friend, is, | think, highly 
* excafable.? * O,.no doubt,’ cries Mrs Ellifon, ¢ if 
* he can excufe himfelf; but if ] was a man—.’ Here 
Booth came in and interrupted the difcourfe. Amelia's 
eyes flafhed with joy the moment he appeared; and he 
difcovered no lefs pleafure in feeing her. His ipirits 
were indeed a little elevated with wine, fo as to heigh= 
ten his good humour, without in. the lea(t difordering, 
his underitanding, and made him fuch delightful com- 
pany, that though it was paft one.in the morning, 
neither his wife, ner Mrs Ellifon, thought of their 
beds during a whole hour. : 
. Early the next morning the ferjeant came to Mr 
Booth’s lodgings, and with a melancholy countenance 
acquainted. him, that he had been the night before at. 
an ale-houfe, where he heard one Mr Murphy an ate 
torney declare, that he would get a warrant backed. 
againit one Captain Booth at the next board of green- 
cloth. * I hope, Sir,” faid he, * your honour wilk 
* pardon me; but by what he faid, 1 was atraid he 
‘* meant your honour; and therefore I thought it my 
* duty td tell you; for I knew the fame thing happerm 

* to a gentleman here the other day.’ . 

_ Booth gave Mr Atkinfon many thanks for his in- 
formation. ‘ I doubt not,’ faid he; * but Iam the 
*.perfon meant; for it would. be foolifh in me to deny 


* that I am hable to apprehentions of that fort.” ¢ f—~ 


* hope, Sir,’ faid the ferjeant, ‘ ycur honour will foon - 
* have reafon to fear ho man living ;, but in the meam 
*time, if any accident fhould happen, my bail is at 
* your fervice as far as it wil go; and [ am a houfe- 
* keeper, and can fwear myfelf worth one hundred 
* pound.” Whieh hearty and friendly declaration re- 
ecived all thofe acknowledgsients from Booth which 
Kreally deferved. , 
"The poor gentleman was greatly alarmed at this 
mews ; but he was altogether as much furprized ae 
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Murphy’s being the attorney emplayéd againft him, as 


~ all his debts, except only to Captain James, arofe in 
the country, where he did not know that Mr Murphy 
had any acquaintance. However, he made no doube 
that he was the perfon intended, and refolved ta ree 
main a clofe prifoner in his own lodgings; till he favw 
the event of a propofal-which had been made him the 
evening before at the tavern, where an hanelt gentles 
man, who had a poft under the government, and who 
was one of the company, had promifed:to ferve him 
with the fecretary at war, telling him, that he made 
no doubt of procuring him whole pay in a regiment 
abroad, which in his preient cireumitances was very 
highly worth his acceptance; when indeed that, and 
a goal, feemed to be the only alternatives that offered 
themfelves to. his choice. 

Mr Bocth and, his Jady {pent that afternoon with 
Mrs Ellifon. An incident which we fhould fcaree 
have mentioned, had ic nat been that Amelia gave, 
on this occafion, an inftance of that prudence which 
fhould never be off its guard in. married women of dee 
Jicacy: for before fhe would confene to drink tea with 


Mrs Ellifon, fhe made conditions, that the gentleman 


who had met them at the oratorio fhould not be lee 
in. Indeed this circumipedction proved unneceflary in 
‘the prefent inftance; for no {uch vifitor ever came; a 
circumitance which gave great content to Amelia: for 
that lady had been a hittle uneafy at the raillery of 
Mrs Ellifon, and had upon reftestion magnified every 
little compliment made her, and every hittle civility 
fhown her by the unknown gentleman, far beyond the 
truth. Thefe imaginations now all fubfided again ; 
and fhe imputed all. that Mrs Ellifon had faid, either 
to raillery or miltake. . 

A young lady made a fourth with them at whit, 
and likewiie ftayed the whole evening. Her- name 
was Kennet. - She was about the age of five and twen- 
ty; but ficknefs had given her an older look, and had 
a good deal diminithed her beauty ; of which, young 


as {he was, the plainly appeared to have only the res | 


mins in her prefent poficflion. She was in one pars 
ticular the very reverfe of Mrs Ellifon, being -alto+ 
gether as remarkably grave as the over. was Eade 
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This gravity was not however attended with any four- 
nefs of temper; on -the contrary, {be had much fweete. 
meifs in her countenance, and was perfeétly well-bred, 
In fhort, Amelia imputed her grave deportment to her 
iil health, and -began to entertain. a compaflion for 
her, which in good minds, that is to fay, in minds cas 
pable of compailion, is certain to introduce fome little. 
. degree of love or frigndlbip. 

Amelia was ine fhort fo pleafed with the. soeentes 
tion of this lady, that though a woman of no imperr 
tinent curiofity, fhe could not help taking the firit ope 
portunity of enquiring. who fhe was. Mrs Ellifon 
faid, that fhe was an unhappy lady, who. had married. 
a young clergyman for love, who, dying of a con- 
fumption, had left, her a widow in very indifferens 
circumitances. _ This account made Amelia fiill pity 
her more, and confequently added to the liking which 
fhe had already, conceived for her. Amelia therefore 
defired Mrs Ellifon to bring her acquainted with 
Mrs Bennet, and faid fhe would go any day with 
her to make that lady a vifir, ¢ There need be no 
¢ ceremony,’ cried Mrs Ellifon, ¢ fhe. is a woman 
of no form: and as J faw plainly fhe was extremely 
pleafed with Mrs Booth, I am convinced I can 
bring her to drink tea with you any afternoon you 
pleate.’ 

The two next days Booth continued at home, 
highly to the fatisfaction of his. Amelia, who really 
knew no happinefs out of his company, nor icarce 
any mifery in it. She had, indeed, at all times fo 
much of his company whea in his power, that fhe 
had no occafion to allign any particular reafon for hig 
ftaying with ber, and confequently it could give. her 
no caule of fufpicion, The Saturday one of her chils. 
‘qren was a little difordered with a feverith complaint, 
which confined her to her room, and prevented her 
‘drinking tea in the afternoon with her hufband in 
Mrs Ellifon’s apartment, where a noble lord, a coufin 
of Mrs Ellifon’s, happened to be prefent: for though 
that lady was reduced in her circumftances, and ob- 
liged to let qut part of her houfe in lodgings, {he was 
born of a good aly, and bad fome conliderable re- 
lations, : 

His 
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His Lordfhip was not himfelf in any office of ftate; 
but his fortune gave him great authority with thofe 
who were. Mrs Ellifon, therefore, very bluntly took 
an opportunity of recommending Booth to his con- 
fideration. She took the firft hint from my Lord’s 
calling that gentleman Captain. To which fhe anfwer- 
ed, * Ay, I wifh your Lordfhip would make him fo. 
« It would be but an act of jultice, and. I know it is 
‘ in your power. to do much greater things.’ She 
then mentioned Booth's fervices, and the wounds he 
had received at the fiege, of which fhe had heard a 
faithful account of Amelia. Booth blufhed, and was. 
as filent as a young virgin at the hearing her own 
praifes. His Lordthip antwered, * Coufin Ellifon, you- 
* know you may command my intereft; nay, | fhalk 
‘ have a pleafure in ferving one of Mr Booth’s cha- 
‘ racer; for my part, I think merit in all capacities. 
* ought to be encouraged; but 1 know the miniftry. 
* are greatly peftered with folicitations at this time. 
< However, Mr Booth may be aflured 1 will take the 
< firfl opportunity; and in the mean time, I fhall be 
‘ glad of jeeing him any morning he pleafes.”_ For alt 
thefe declarations, Booth was net wanting in. acknow-. 
ledgments to the generous peer, any more than he 
was in fecret gratitude to the lady, who had thewm 
fo friendly and uncommon a zeal in. his favour. 

- he reader, when he knows:the character of this. 
mobleman, may, perhaps, conclude that his feeing 
Booth alone was a lucky circumitaiice; for he was fo. 
paflionate an admirer of women, thst he could {carce 
have efcaped the attraction. of Amelia’s beauty, And: 
few men, as 1 have obferved, have fiich difinterefted 
generofity as to ferve a hufband the better, becanfe 
they are in love with his wife, unlefs fle will condes 
{cend to pay a price beyond the reach of a virtuous 
woman. | gs 
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In which the reader will meet with an old acquaintanc& 


y OOTH’s affairs were putting on a better alpea 
BR than they had ever worn betore, and he was will+ 
ing to make ule of the opportunity of one day in 
feven to tafte the frefh air. oa . 
At nine the néxt morning he went to pay a vifit to 
his old friend Colonel Jaines, refalving, if poffible, 
to have a full explanation of that behaviour which 
appeared to him fo myfterious; but the Colonel! was 
as inacceflible as the beft defended fortrefs; and it 
was as impoflible for Booth to pafs beyond his entry, ag 
the Spaniards found it to take Gibraltar. He receis 
ved the ufual anfwers: firft, that the Colonel was not 
ftirring, and an hour after that he was gone out. All 
that he got by afking further queflions was only to res 
ceive till ruder and ruder anfwers; by which, if be 
had been very fagacious, he might have been fatisfied. 


how little worth his while it was to defireto go ing 


for the porter at a great man’s door, is a kind of ther- 
mometer, by which you may difcover the warmth 
or coldnefs of his mafter’s friendfhip. Nay, in the 
higheft ttation of all, as the great man himfelf hath 
his different kinds of falutation, from an hearty eme 
brace with a kifs, and my dear Lord, or dear Sir 
Charles, dnwa to, well Mr—what would you have me 
do? {o the porter, to fome bows with refpect, to others 
with a fmile, to fome he bows more, to others i“ 
low, to others not at all. Some he jufi lets, in, 

; others 
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others he juft fhuts out. _ And in _y this they fo welk 
correfpond, tha: one would be inclined to think that 
‘the great man and his porter had compared their lifts 
together, and like two actors concerned to act dif- 


ferent parts in the fame feene, had rehearfed their 


parts privately together, before they ventured to per- 
form in public. 

Though Booth did not, perhaps, fee the whole 

matter in this jult light, for that in reality it is; yet 
he was difcerning enough to conclude from the beha- 
viour of the fervant, efpecially when he confidered 
that of the mafter likewife, that he had entirely loft 
the triendthip of James; and this conviction gave him 
a concern, that only the flattering prospect of his 
Lordthip’s favour was not able to compeniate, but 
which even obliterated, and made him for a while 
forget, the fituation in which he had left his Ame- 
lia: and he wandered about, almoft two hours, fcarce 
knowing where he went; till at laft he dropped into 
a coffeehoufe near St James Sy where he fat himfelé 
down. 
- He had fearce drank his difh of cote before he 
heard a young officer of the guards cry to another, 
* Od, d—n me, Jack, here he comes, here’s old hoe 
‘ nour and dignity, faith.” Upon which, he faw 2 
-chair open, and-out iffued a moft erect and ately 
figure indeed, with a vaft perriwig on his head, and 
avait hat under his. arm, This auguft perfonage, 
having entered the room, walked directly up to the 
upper end, where having ‘paid his refpects to all pre- 
fent of any note, to each according to feniority, he at 
‘laf caft his eyes on Booth, and very civilly, though 
fomewhat coldly, afked him how he did. 

Booth, who had Icng recognifed the features of his 
old acquaintance Major Bath, returned the compli- 
ment witha very low bow; but did net venture to 
make the firft advance to familiarity, as he was truly 
potlefled of that quality which the Greeks confidered 
in the higheft ight of honour, and which we term 
modefty; thongh indeed, neither ours nor the Latin 
language hath any word adequate to the idea of the 
original, . 

The eerone after having difcharged. himfelf of 

twa 
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two or three articles of news, and made his comments 
upon them, when the next chair to him became va- 
cant, called upon Booth to fill it. He then afked him 
feveral queftions relating to his affairs; and, when he 
heard he was out of the army, advifed him earneftly 
to ufe all means to get in again, faying, that he was 
a pretty lad, and they.mutt not lofe him. 

Booth told him in a whifper, that he had a great 
deal to fay to him on that fubjea, if they were ina 
more private place: upon this the Colonel propoted 
a walk in the Park, which the other readily accepted. 

During their walk, Booth opened his heart, and 
among other matters acquainted Colonel Bath, that he 
feared he had loit the friendfhip of Colonel James; 
‘ though I am not, faid he, * confcious of having 
‘ done the leaft thing to deferve it.’ 

‘ Bath anfwered, ‘ You are certainly miftaken, Mr 
‘ Booth. 1 have indeed fcarce feen my brother fince 
‘my coming to town; for I have been here but 
* two days; however, I am convinced he is a man of 
‘too nice honour to do any thing inconfiltent with 
‘ the true dignity of a gentleman.’ Booth anfwered, 
He was far from accufing him of any thing difho- 
nourable-—* D—n me,’ {aid Bath, * if thereisa man 
‘ alive can, or dare accufe him: if you have the leat - 
‘ reafon to take any thing ill, why don’t you go ro 
‘ him? you are a gentleman, and his rank doth not 
‘ protect him frown giving you fattsfaction.” ¢ The 
* affair is not of any fuch kind,’ fays Booth, ¢ I have 
‘ great obligations to the Colonel, and have more ~ 
‘.reafon to Jament than complain; and if 1 could but 
‘ fee hin, I am convinced i fhould have no caufe for 
‘either; bit I cannot get within his houfe; it was 
* but an hour ago, a fervant of his turned me rudely - 
‘ from the door.’: * Did a fervant of my brother ufe 
* you rudely?’ faid the Colonel with the utmolt gra- 
vity, *1 do not know, Sir, in what light you fee fuch 
‘ things; but to me the affront of a fervant is the 


*© affront of the mafter; and if he doth not imme- 


‘diately punith it, by all the dignity of a mun, I 
‘ would fee the matter’s nofe between my fingets.’ 
Booth offered to explain, but to no purpofe; the Co- 


lonel was got into his filts; and it was impodflible o 
' take 
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take him down, nay, it was as much as Booth could 
poflibly do to part with him without an atual quarrel ; 
mor would he, perhaps, have been able to have ac- 
complithed it, had not the Colonel by accident turned 
at laft to take Booth’s fide of the quettion; and be- 
fore they feparated, he {wore many oaths that James 
fhould give him proper fatisfaction. 

Such was the end of this prefent interview, fo little 
to the content of Booth, that he was heartily concerns 
ed he had ever mentioned a fyllable of the matyer te 
his honourable friend, 


Cc HA PB ff. 
In which Booth pays a vifst to the noble Lord. 


VW > HEN that day of the week returned, in which 
im } Mr Beoth chofe to walk abroad, he went to 
wait on the noble peer according to his kind invita- 
ticn. 

Booth now found a very different reception wiih 
this great man’s porter, from what he had met with 
at his friend the Colonel’s. He no fooner told hrs 
name, than the porter with a bow told him his Lord- 
fhip was at home; the door immediately flew wide 
open; and he was conducted to an antichamber, where 
a fervant told him he would acquaint his Lordthip 
‘with his arrival. Nor did he wait many minutes be- 
© fore Nhe famine fervant returned, and uthered him to 
his Lordthip’s apartinent. 

He found my Lord alone, and was received by him 
in the molt courteous manner iinagmable. After the 
fivit ceremontals were overt, his Lordibip began in the 
following words: ‘Mr Booth, I do aflure you, you 
* are very much obliged to my coufia Elliion. She 
hath given you fuch a character, that | thal) have 
a pleafure in doing any thing in my power to ferve 
you. But it will be very difficult, | am afraid, 
to get youarank at home. Jn the Weft Indies, 


more eafy; and when 1 confider your reputation as 
a tuldier, | make no doubt of your readinefs to go 
to any place where the fervice of your country fhall 
call you.’ Booth antwered, § that he was highly 

a ‘ obliged 
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obliged to his lordfhip, and affured him, he would 
with great cheartulneds attend his duty in any part 
of the world. The only thing grievous in the ex- 
change of countries,’ ‘daid he, ‘ in my opinion, is to 
leave thote { love behind me, and I am fure, I {hall 
never have a fecond trial equal to my firft. It was 
very hard, my lord, to leave a young wife big with 
her rift child, and fo affected with my abfence, that 
I had the utenolt reafon to defpair of ever feeing 
her more. After fuch a demonitration of my relo- 
lution to facrifice every other confideration to my 
duty, I hopé your lordfhip will honour me with 
fome confidence, that I thall make no objection to 
ferve in any country.” § My dear Mr Booth,’ an- 
_ fwered the lord, * you fpceak like a foldier, and I 

i!) © greatly honour your fentiments. Indeed, 1 own 
; ‘the jultice of your inference from the example you 
‘ have given: for, to quit a wife, as you fay, in the 

‘ very infancy of marriage, is, I acknowledge, fome 
‘trial of refolution.? Booth anfwered with a low 
bow; and then, aiter fome immaterial converifation, © 

his lordthip promifed to fpeak immediately to the 

| minifter, and appointed Mr Booth to come to him 
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again on the Wedncfday morning, that he might be 
acquainted with his patron’s fuccefs. The poor man 
now bluthed and looked tilly, till, after fome time, he 
fummoned up all his courage to his affiltance, and 
telying on the other’s friendihip, he opened the whole 
affair of his ciraumftances, and confeiled that he did 
not dare to ftir from his lodgings above one day in 
feven.” His lordthip exprefled great concern at this 


“account, and very kindly promiied to take fome oppor- 
4) tunity of cafling on him at his coufin Ellifon’s, when 
te he hoped, he faid, to bring him comfortable tidings. 
r Booth foon afterwards took his leave with the molt 
«'  profufe acknowledgments for fo much goodnefs, and 
‘ haftened home to acquaint his Amelia with what had 
J 


‘ fo greatly overjoyed him. She highly congratulated 
é him on his having found fo generous and powerful a 
f friend, towards whom both their bofoms burnt with 
the warmeft fentiments of gratitude. She was not 
| however contented, till fhe made Booth renew his 
promile in the moit folemn manner of taking her with 
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him. After which, they fat down with their little 
children to a {crag of mutton and broth, with the 


highett fatisfacion, and very heartily drank his lord- - 


fhip’s health in a pot of porter. 

In the afternoon this happy couple, if the reader 
will allow me to call poor people happy, drank tea 
with Mrs Ellifon, where his lordihip’s praifes being 
again repeated by both the hufband and wife, were 
very loudly echoed by Mrs Ellifon. While they 
were here, the young lady, whom we have mentioned 
at the end of the Jaf{t book to have made the fourth 
at whit, and with whom Amelia feemed fo much 
pleafed, came in: fhe was juft returned to town from 
a fhort vilit in the country, and her prefent vifit was 
unexpeed. It was, however, very agreeable to Ame- 
lia, who liked her ftill better upon a fecond inter- 
view, and was refolved to folicit her further acquain- 
tance. 


{rs Bennet fill maintained fome little referve, 


but was much more familiar and comusunicative than 
betore. She appeared moreover to be as little cere- 
mouious as Mrs Ellifon had reperted her, and very 
readily accepted Areha’s apology for not paying her 
the frit vilit, and agreed to drink tea with her the very 
next afiernoon. 

Whilft the above-mentioned company were fitting 
in Mrs Ellifon’s parlour, Serjeant Atkinfon patled by 
the window, and knocked at the door. Mrs Ellifon 
no fooner faw him, than fhe faid, ‘ Pray, Mr Booth, 
¢‘ who is that genteel young ferjeant ? he was here 
‘ every day lalt week, to enquire after you. ‘This 
was indeed a fads the ferjeant was apprehenfive of 
the detien of Murphy ; but as the poor fellow had 
received all hisan(wers from the maid or Mrs E Ilion, 
Zocetb had never: heard a word cf the matter. He 
was however greatly pleared wiih ~what he was now 
told, and burd turth into great praites of the ferjeant, 
which were feconded by Amelia, who added, that he 
wis rer doiter ‘hvother, and, fhe believed, one of the 


hoaeccit dllows yy the world. 
e and Vil teear, crtes Mfrs Ellifon, © he is one of 
Cuhepritict-—— Do, Mr Booth, defire him to walk 
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‘ had rather give fuch a man as you defcribe a difh of 
* tea, than any Beau Fribble of them all.’ 

Booth wanted no great folicitation to fuew any kind 
of regard to Atkinfon; and accordingly, the ferjzant 
was ulhered in, though not without foime reluctance 
on his fide. There is, perhaps, nothing more uneafy 
than thofe fenfations which the French call the maa- 
vaife honte, nor any more dilficult to conquer; and. 
poor Atkinfon would, I am perluaded, have mounted 
a breach with lefs concern, than he thewed in walking 
acrofs a room betore three ladics, two of whom were 
his avowed well-withers. | 

Thouzh I do not entirely agree with the late learn- 
ed Mr Eifex, the celebrated dancing-matter’s eptuion, 
that dancing is the rudiments of polite education, as 
he would, | apprehend, exclude every other art and 
{cience: yet it is cerrain, that perfons whofe feet have 
never been under the hinds of the profeifors of that 
art, are apt to difcover thts want in their education in 
every motion, nay, even when they ftand or fit fill 
They feein, indeed, to be overburthened with limbs, 
which they know not how to ule, as if, when Nature 
hath Gnithed her work, the dancing matter {tul is ne- 
ecflary to put it in motion. 44 

Atkinfon was at-prefent and éxample of this obler- 
vation, which doth fo much honour to a profefion tor 
which [ have a very high regard. Sle was handforne, 
and exquifitcly well made; and yet, as he had. never 
Jear:ied to dance, he made fo aukward an appearance 
in Mrs Ellifon’s parlour, that the good lady herfelf, 
who had invited him in, could at firlt fearce refrain 
from laughter at his behaviour. 

He had not, however, been long in the room, be- 
fore admiration of his perfon got the better of fuch 
rifible ideas. So great is the advantage of beauty in 
men as well as women, and fo fure is this quality 
in either fex of procuring fome regard from the be- 
holder. 

The exceeding courteous behaviour of Mrs Ellifons 
joined to that of Amelta and Booth, at length diffi- 
pated the uneafinefs of Atkinfon; and he gained fuf- 
ficient confidence to tell the company fome entertain- 
ing {tories of accidents that had happened in the army 
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within his knowledge: which, though they greatly 
pleafed all prefent, are not however of confequence 
enough to have a place in this hiftory. | 

Mrs Ellifon was fo very importunate with her com- 
pany to ftay fupper, that they all confented. As for 
the ferjeant, he feemed to be none of the leaft welcome 
guefts. She was, indeed, fo pleafed with what fhe 
had heard of him, and what fhe faw of him, that when 
a little warmed with wine, for fhe was no flincher at 
the bottle, fhe began to indulge fome freedoms m her 
difeourfe towards him, that a little offended Amelia’s 
delicacy ; nay, they did not feem to be highly relithed 
by the other lady. Though I am far from infinuating 


- that thefe exceeded the bounds of decorum, or were, 


iudecd,- greater liberties than ladtes of the middle «ge, 
and efpecially widows, da frequently allow to them- 
felves. 


C H A P. If. : 
Relating principally to the affairs ‘of Serjeant Atkinfom 


HE next day, when all the fame cowpany, 
Atkinfon onlygxcepted, aflembled in Amelia’s 
apartment, Mrs EM prefently began to difcourfe 
of him, and that in tems not.only of approbation, 
but even of affeGtion. She called him her clever fer- 
jeant, and _her dear ferjeant, repeated often that he 


was the prettieft fellow im the army, and faid rt 


was a thoufand pities he had not a commiflion; for 


' that, if he had, fhe was fure he would become 2 


general. 
‘ Iam of your opinion, Madam,’ anfwered Booth 3 
and he hath got one hundred pounds of his own al- 
ready; if he could find a wite now to he!p him to 
two or three hundred more, [ think he might eafily 
get a commiffion in a marching regiment; for | am 
convinced there is no colonel in the army would 
refufe hin, 
‘ Refufe him indeed! fatd Mrs Ellifon; § no. He 
would be a very pretty colonel that did. And upon 
my honour, 1 believe there are very few ladies who 
would refufe him, if he had but a prcper oppor- 
tunity of foliciting them. The -colonel and the 
a * lady 
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« lady both would be better off, than with one of 


thofe pretty mafters that I fee walking about, and 


‘* dragging their long fwords after them, when they . 


4 


fhould rather drag tMair leading-ftrings.’ 
‘© Well faid,’ cries Booth, * and fpoken like a woe 


‘ man of fpirit——-Indeed, I believe Chey would te 
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both better ferved.’ 

‘ True, Captain, anfwered Mrs Elitfon, * I would 
rather leave the two firft fyllables out of the word 
gentleman, than the lait.’ 

‘ Nay, I aflure. you,’ replied Booth, ‘ there is not 
a quicter creature in the world. Though the fel 
low hatb the bravery of a lion, he hath the meek- 
neis of a lamb. I can tell you ftories &now of that 
kind, and fo can my dear Amelia when he was a 
boy.’ , 

‘ Q, if the match fticks there,’ cries Amelia, * [ 
pofitively will not fpoil his fortune by my filence. 
I can anfwer for him from his infancy, that he was 
one of the belt-natured lads in the world. I will 
tell you a ftory or two of him, the truth of which | 


To can teitify from my own knowledge. When he 


was but fix years old, he was at play with me at 
my mother’s houfe, and a great pointing dog bit 
him through the leg. The poor lad, in the midit 
of the anguifh of his wound, declared he was over- 
joyed it had not happened to Mitis, (tor the fame dog. 
had jult before {napped at me. and my petticoats 
had been my defence.) Another inftance of his 
goodnefs which greatly recommended him to my 
tather, and- which | have Joved him for ever fince, 
was this: my father was.a great lover of birds, and 
ftri@ly forbad the fpoiling of their newts. Poor Joe 
was one day caught upon a tree, and being con- 
cluded guilty, was feverely lafhed for it; but it was 
afterwards difcovered that another boy, a friend of 
Joe’s, had robbed the nelt of its young ones, and 
poor Joe had climbed the tree tn order-to reltore 
them, notwithitanding which, he fubmitted to the 
punithmenr, rather than he would impeach his com. 
Panion, But, if thefe itories appear childith and 


‘ tnhding, the duty anf kindnels he hath fhewn to 


his mother, muit recommend him to every one. 
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Ever fince he hath been fifteen years old, he hath 
more than half fupported her; and when my bro- 
ther died, 1 remember particularly, Joe, at his de- 
fire, for -he was much his favourite, had one of hits 
fuits given him; but, inftead of his becoming finer 
on that oc@afion, another young fellow came to 
church in my brother’s cloaths, and my old nurfe 
appeared the fame Sunday in a new gown, which 
her fon had purchafed for her with the fale of bts 
legacy.’ : 
‘ Well, I proteft, he is a very worthy creature,’ 
faid Mrs Bennet. , 

‘ He is a charming fellow,’ cries Mrs Elhifon, 
* but then the name of ferjeant, Captain Booth, 
* there, as the play fays, my pride brings me of 
* again.’ 


en ee ee ee ee a Se Se 


* And whatfoever the fages charge on pride, - 

‘ The angels fall, and twenty other good faults be- 
© fide ; 

‘ On earth [’'m fure—I’m fure—fomething—calling 

* Pride faves man, and our fex too from falling.’ 


Here a footman’s at the door fhook the room. 
Upon which, Mrs Efiton running to the window, 
cried out, Let me die if it is not my Lord; what {hath 
* [| do? I muft be at home to him: but fuppofe he 
€ fhould enquire for you, Captain, what fhall I fay? 
* or will you go down with me?” 
‘The company were in fome confufion at this in- 
ftant, and before they had agreed on any thing, 
Booth’s little girl came running into the room, and 
faid, ‘ There was a prodigious great gentleman coming 
* up ftairs.” She was immediately followed by his 
Lordthip, who, as he knew Booth muft be at home, 
made very little or no enquiry at the door. : 
Amelia was taken fomewhat at a furprife, but fhe 
was too polite to fhew much confufion: for though 
fhe knew nothing of the town, fhe had had a genteel 
education, and kept the beft company the country 
afforded. The ceremonies therefore pait as ufual, 
and they all fat down. 
His Lordihip foon addrefle@himfelf to Booth, faying, 
© As I have what I think good news for you, Sir, I 
a ‘ could 
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$ could not delay giving myfelf the pleafure of com- 
‘ municating it to you. I have mentioned your affair 
‘ where I promifed you, and 1 have no doubt of my 
‘ fuccefs. One may eaftly perceive, you know, from 
* the manner of people’s behaving upon fuch acca- 
‘ fions; and indeed, when I| related your cafe, I . 
‘ found there was much inclination to ferve you. Great 
* men, Mr Booth, mutt do things in their own time; 
* but I think you may depend on having fomething 
* done very foon.’ | 

Booth made many acknowledgments for his Lord- 
fhip’s goodnefs, and now a fecond time paid all the 
thanks which would have been due, even had the fa- 
vour been obtained. This art of promifing, is the 
economy of a great man’s pride, a fort of good huf- 
bandry in conferring favours, by which they receive 
ten-fold in acknowledgments for every obligation, 
Imean among thofe who really intend the fervice; 
for there are others who cheat poor men of their 
thanks, without ever defigning to deferve them at 
all. | 3 
This matter being fufficiently difcuffed, the conver- 
fation took a gayer turn; and os Lord began to en- 
tertain the ladies with fome of that elegant difcourfe, 
which, though moft delightful to hear, it is impoffible 
fhould ever be read. an 

His Lordfhip was fo highly pleafed with Amelia, 
that he could not help being fomewhat particular to 
her; but this particularity dittinguifhed itfelf only in 
a higher degree of refpect, and was fo very polite, and 
fo very diftant, that fhe herfelf was pleafed, and at 
his departure, which was not till he had far exceeded 
the Jength of a common vifit, declared he was the 
fineft gentleman fhe had ever feen, with which fen- - 
timent her hufband and Mrs Ellifon both entirely con- 
curred. ; 

Mrs Bennet, on the contrary, exprefled fome little 
diflike to my Lerd’s complaifance, which fhe called 
exceflive. ‘ For my own part,’ faid fhe, ‘1 have not 
‘ the leaft relifh for thofe very fine gentlemen; what 
* the world generally calls politeneis, I term infince- 
* rity; and | am more charmed with the ftories which 
‘ Mrs Booth told us of the honeft ferjeant, than ee 
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* al} that the fnelt gentleman in the world ever ia:d 
* in their lives,’ . 

‘ O to be ture,’ cries Mrs Ellifon, ‘ 4// for love, 
© or the world well left, is a motto very proper for 
“ fome folks to wear in their coats of arms; but the 
« generality of the world will, 1 believe, agree with 
that lady's opinion of my coufin, rather than with 
« Mrs Bennet.’ 

Mrs Bennet, feeing Mrs Ellifon took offence at what 
fhe faid, thought proper te make fome apology, which 
was very readily accepted, and fo ended the vifit. 

We cannot, however, put an end to the chapter 
without oblerving, that fuch is the ambitious temper 
of beauty, that it may always apply to itfelt that cele 
brated paffuge in Lucan, , 

Nee quenquam jam ferre pote/) Cafarve priorem, — 

Pompeiufve parem. 
Indeed, I belie-e, it may be laid down as a general 
rule, that no woman who hath any great pretenfions 
‘to admiration, is ever well pleated in a company, 


where the perceives herfelf to fill only the fecond place. ~ 


‘This obtervation, however, I humbly fubmit to the 
- Judgment of the ladies, and hope it will be confidered 

as retracted by me, if | fhall diflent from my opi- 
pion. : 


C H.A P. IV. 


Containing matters that require no preface. 


HEN Booth and his wife were left alone to- 
gether, they both extremely exulted in their 
good fortune, in having found fo good a friend as his 
-‘Lordthip; nor were they wanting in very warm ex- 


-preflions of their gratitude towards Mrs Etlifon. Af- — 


ter which, they began to lay down fchemes of living 
when Booth fhould have his commiflion of captain, 
and, after the exactelt computation, concluded, that 
with economy, they fhould be able to fave at leaft, 
‘fifty pounds a-year out of their income, in order to 
pry their debts. 
— Thete matters being well fettled, Amelia afked 
‘Booth what he thought of Mrs Bennet. § I think, 
: my dear,’ an{wered ‘Booth, ‘that fhe hath been for- 
merly 
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‘© merly a very pretty woman.’ ‘ I am miflaken,’ 
replied fhe, ‘ if fhe be not a very good creature. [ 
‘don’t know I ever took fuch a liking to any one 
‘on fo fhort an acquaintance. I fancy'{he hath 
‘ been a very fpritely woman: for, if you objerve, the 
‘ difcovers by {tarts a great vivacity in her counte- 
‘ nance.’ * I madg the fame obfervation,’ cries Booth: 
‘ fure fome ftrange misfortune hath betallen her.’ * A 
¢ misfortune indeed !? aniv «ed Amelia, * Sure, child, 
‘you forgot what Mrs Eltifon told us, that the bad 
© loft a beloved hufband. A misfortune which I have 
© often wondered at any wothan’s furviving.’ — At 
which words, fhe caft a tender look at Booth, and 
-prefently afterwards throwing herfelt upon his neck, 
cried—* OQ Heavens! what a happy creature am I! 
‘ when [ confider the dangers you have gone through, 
* how I exult in my blifs !? The good-natured reader 
will fuppofe that Booth was not deficient in returning 
fuch tendernefs; after which, the converiation bes 
came too fond to be here related. 

The next morning Mrs Ellifon addreffed herfelf to 
Booth as follows: ‘1 {hall make no apology, Sir, fcr 
‘ what lam going to fay, as it proceeds from my 
‘ friendfhip to yourfelf and your dear lady. | am 
convinced then, Sir, there is fomething more than 
accident in your going abroad only one day in the 
week. Now, Sir, if, as 1am afraid, matters are 
not altogether as well as I with chem, | beg, fince 
Ido not believe you are provided with a lawyer, 
that you will fuffer me to recommend one to yon. 
The perfon I fhall mention, is, I afiure you, of - 
much ability in his profeffion, and I have known 
him do great fervices to gentlemen under a cicud. 
Do not be afhamed of your circumttances, my dear 
friend. They are @ much greater fcandal to thofe, 
who have lefr fo much merit unprovided fcr.’ 
Booth gave Mrs Ellifon abundance of thanks for 
her kindae(s, and explicitly confeifed to her that her 
conjectures were right, and without hefitation accept: 
ed the offer of her friend’s affiftance. 

Mrs Ellifon then acquainted him with her appre- 
henfions on this account. She faid the had both yetter- 


day and this morning feen two or three very ugly 
ae . fufpicious 
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fufpictous fellows pafs feveral times by her window. 

Upon all accounts,’ faitd fhe, * my dear Sir, 1 ade 
* vile you to keep yourfelt clefe confined till the law- 
‘ yer has been with you. [{ am fure he will get 
‘ you your liberty, at leatt of walking about within the 
© verge—Tkere’s fomething to be dene with the board 
‘of green cloth, | don’t know what; burt this I 
‘ know, that feveral gentlemen have lived here a lon 
‘ time very comfortably, ead have defied all the ven- 
* geance of their creditors, Hcwever, in the mean 
‘ time, you mutt be a clofe prifoner with your lady’; 
* and I believe there is no man in England but would 
* exchange his liberry for the fame geal.’ 

She then departed, in order to fend for the attor- 
ney, and prefentiy afterwards, the ferjeant arrived 
with news of the like kind. He faid he had fcraped 


‘an acquaintance wih Murphy: ‘] hope your honour 


x will pardon me,’ cries Atkinfon, ‘ but 1 pretended 
© to have a izoall demand upon your honour oylelf, 
© and ofered to employ him in the bufineis. Upon 
‘which he told me, that if Lwonld go with him 
‘to the Marthal’s court, and make affidavit of my 
¢ debt, he would be able very thortly to get it me; 
* for [ thall have the Captain in hold, cries he, with- 

ina day ortwo. I wifh,’ faid the ierjeant, * Ll could 

do your honour any fervice, Shall I walk abour all 

day before the decor? or fhall t be porter and watch 

ic in the infide, til your hesour can And fome 

means of fecuring yourself? T hope you will not be 

offended at me, bar I bee you would take care of 

falling into Merphy'’s hands, for he hath the cha- 

racter of the oreatelt villain upon earth. | am afraid 

you will think me too bold, Sir; but I have a lictle 

money, if it can be of avy fervice, do, pray yout 

henour, command it. It can never do me fo much 

good any cther way.  Conrfider, Sir, 1 owe alk I 
bave co yourtelf, and my dear miltrefs.’ 

Booth ftonda moment, as if he had been thunder- 
ftruck, and then, the tears: buriting from his eyes, he 
faid, *‘ Upon my foul, Arkinfon, you overcome mes 
‘ | fcarce ever heard of fo much goodnefs, nor do I 
*‘ know how to exprefs my fentiments of it. But be 
* aflured, as for your money, I will-not accept it, poe 
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fet it fatisfy you, that in’ my prefent circumftances 
‘it would do me no effential fervice ; but this be af- 
¢ fured of likewife, that whilft I live, J thall never for- 
« get the kindnefs of the offer. However, as | ap- 
‘ prehend I may be in fome danger of fellows getting 
‘ into the houfe for a day or two, as [| have no guard. 
‘ but a poor little girl, 1 will not refule the goodnels 
< you offer to thow in my protection. And I make no 
¢ doubt but Mrs Ellifon will let you fit in her parlour 
‘ for that purpote.’ 

Atkinfon with.the utmolt tendernefs undertook the 
office of porter; and Mrs Ellifom as readily allotred 
hia a place in her back-parlour, where he continued 
three days together, from eight in the morning till 
twelve at night; during which time, he had fometimes 
the company of Mirs Eliifon, and fometimes of Booth, 
Amelia, and Mrs Bennet too; for this lait had taken 
as great a fancy to Amelia, as Amelia had to her; 
and therefore as Mr Booth’s affairs were now no fecret 
in the neighbourhood, made her frequent vilits during 


& 
the confinement of her hufband, and coniequently of 


her own. 

Nothing, as I remember, happened in this inter- 
val of tine, fmore worthy notice than the following 
card, which Amelia received from her old acquaint-‘ 
ance Mrs James. ‘* Mrs James fends her compli- 
© ments to Mrs Booth, and defires to know how fhe 
© does; for as fhe hath not had the favour of feeing 
‘ her at her own honfe, or of mecting her in any pu- 
‘ blic piace, in fo long time, fears it may be owing to - 
© il] health. , 

Amelia had long given over all thoughts of her 
friend, and deoubied not but that fhe was as enurely 
given over by her; ihe was very much turprited at this 
meflage, and under forme doubt whether it was not 
meant as an iniuit, efpecially from the mention of 
public places, waich {ne thought fo inconiiieat wih 
her prefent circumnfiances, of which fhe fuppotcd Mrs 
James was well apprited, However, at the cntreaty 
of her huiband, who languithced for nothing more than 
to be again reconciled to his triend James, Aimeita 
undertook to pay the lady a viiit, and to examine re 
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the myftery of this conduct, which appeared to her fo 
unaccountable. 

' Mrs James received- her with a degree of civility 
that amazed Amelia, no !efs than her coldnefs had 
done betore. She refolved to come to an eclairciffe. 
ment, and having fat out fome company that came in, 
when they were alone together, Amclia, after fome 
filence, and many offers to fpeak, at laft faid, ‘ My 
‘ dear Jenny, (if you will now fuifer me to call you 
* by fo familiar a name) have you entirely forgot a 
* certain young lady who had the pleafure of being 

¢ your intimate acquaintance at Montpelier 2? ——~ 
¢« Whom do you mean, dear Madam?’ cries Mrs 
James, with great concern. ‘ I mean myfelf,’ an- 
fwered Amelia—* You furprife me, Madam,’ replied 
Mrs James. ‘ How can you afk me that queftion? 
‘ Nay, my dear, I do not intend to offend you,’ cries 
Amelia; ‘ but [ am really defirous to folve to myfelf 
‘ the reafon of that coldnefs which you thewed me, 
when you did me the favour of a vifit. Can you 
‘ think, my dear, I was not difappointed, when I ex- 
« pected to.meet an intimate friend, to receive a cold 
* formal vifitant? I defire you to examine your own 
© heart, ‘and anfwer me honeltly, if you do not think 
‘ I had fome little reafon to be diflauisfied with your 
* behaviour?’ * Indeed, Mrs Booth,’ anfwered the 
other lady, ¢ you furprife me very much, if there was 


any thing difpleafing to you in my behaviour, Jam 


€ 

‘ extremely concerned at it. I did not know I had 

« been defective in any of the rules of civility ; but if [ 
' © was, Madam, I afk you pardon.’ * Is civility then, 
‘ my dear,’ réplied Amelia, ‘ a fynonymous term 
with friend{hip? could { have expected when I parted 


‘ the Jaft time with Mifs Jenny Bath, to have met her’ 


‘ the next time in the fhape of a fine lady, complain- 
‘ ing of the hardfhip of climbing up two pair of {tairs 
* to vifit me, and then approaching me with the diltant 
* air of a new ora flight acquaintance? do you think, 
* my dear Mrs James, if the tables had been turned, 
‘ if my fortune had been as high in the world as yours, 
‘ and you in my dittrefs and abject condition, that I 
‘ would not have climbed as high as the monument 
* to vifit you? * Sure, Madara,’ crics Mrs James, 
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‘1 miftake you, or you have greatly miftaken me. 
“©-Can you complain of my not vifiting you, wko 
* have owed mea vilit almolt thefe three weeks? Nay, 
© did [ not even then fend you a card, which fure 
was doing more than all the friendfhip and good 
breeding in the world required ; but, indeed, as I 
had met you in no public place, I really thought 
you was ill.” * How can you mention public places 
to me,’ faid Amelia, ‘ when you can hardly bea 
ftranger to my prelent fituation? did you not know, 
Madam, that I was rutned:’ * No, indeed, Madam, 
did not J,’ reptied Mrs James, * I ain fure J thould 
have been highly concerned it [had.* « Why. ture, 
my dear,’ cries Amelia, * you could noc imagine 
that we were in affluent circumitances, when you 
found us in fuch a place, and in fuch a condition.” 
Nay, my dear,’ anfwered Mrs James, * fince you 
are pleafed to mention it firit yourfelf, TI own f was 
alittle furprifed to fee you in no better lodgings; 
but | concluded you had your own reatons for liking 
them; and for my own part, | have Jaid it down 
as a pofitive rule, never to imquire into the. private 
affairs of any one, efpecially cf my friends. .l am 
not of the humour of fome ladies, who confine the 
circle of their acquaintance to one part of the town, 
and woutd not be known to vilit in the city for the 
world. For my part, i never dropt an acquaintance 
with any one, while it was reputable to keep it up; 
and [ can folemnly declare, [ have not a friend in 
the world for whom I have a greater efteem than I 
* have for Mrs Booth.’ . 

At this inftant, the arrival of a new vifitant put an 
end to the difcourle, and Amelia foon after took her 
leave without the leat anger, but with fome little un- 
avoidable contempt for a lady, in whofe opinion, as 
we have hinted before, outward form and ceremony 
conitituted the whole effcnce of friendfhip; who va- 
dued all her acquaintance alike, as each individual 
ferved only to fill up a place in her vifiting roll, 
and who, in reality, had not the leat corcern for the 
good qualities or well-being of any cf them. 
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Containing much beroic matter. 


T the end of three days, Mrs Elifon’s friend 
‘had fo ‘far purchafed Mr Booth’s liberty, that 
he could walk again abroad within the verge, with- 
out any danger of having a warrant backed againtt 
him by the board before he had notice. As for the 
ll-lovked perfons that had given the alarm, it was 
now difcovered, that another unhappy gentleman, and 
not Booth, was the objcét of their piriuit. 

‘Mr Booth being now delivered from his fears, went, 
as he had formerly done, to take his morning- walk ia 
the Park. Here he met Colonel Bath in company 
with fome other othcers, and very civilly paid his re- 
{peas to him. But inftead of returning the falute, the 
colonel looked him full in the face with a very fern 
countenance; and, if he cculd be faid to take any 


notice of him, ic was in fuch a manner as to inform — 


dim he would take no notice of him. 

Booth was not more hurt than furprifed at this be- 
haviour, aad refolved to know the reafon of it. He 
therefore watched an opportunity till the colonel was 
atone, and then walked boldly up to him, and defired 
to know"if he had civen him any offence :—the colo- 
nel anfwered haflily, « Sir, 1 am above being offended 


« with you, nor do [ think it confiftent with my dig-~ 


“nity to make you any anfwer.’ Booth replied, 
« 1 don’t know, Sir, that I have done any thing to 
* detferve this treatment.’—‘ Look you, Sir,’ cries the 
colonel, § if [ had not formerly had fome refpect for 
* you, IT fhould not think you worth my refentment. 
« However, as ycu are a gentleman bern, and an ef- 
ficer, aad: as | have had an efteem for you, I will 
give you fome marks of it, by putting it in your 
« power to do yourfelf juftice. I will tell you there- 
fore, Sir, that you have acted {ike a fcoundrel’— 

« If we were not in the Park,’ anfwered Booth warm- 


nw if 


a 


ty, « | would thank you very properly for that com- 


* pliment.’—* O Sir!’ cries the colonel, § we can be 
* toon in a convenient piace.’ Upcn which, Booth 


anfwered he would attend him wherever he pleated 
e 
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The Colonel then bid him come along, and ftrutred 
forward dire&ly up Conitirution-Hill to Hyde-Park, 
Booth following him at firit, and afterwards walsing 
before him, till- “they came to that place which miy 
be properly called the field of biood, betng that pars 
a little to the left of the ring, which heroes have 
ehofen for the {cene of their exic out of this world. 

Booth reached the ring fome time before the Co- 
Fonel; for he mended not his pace any more than a 
Spaniard. To fay truth, [ believe it was not in his 
powers for he had fo tong accufiomed himielf to one 
and the fame ftrut, that as a horfe, uled always to 
trotting, can fcarce be forced into a gallop, fo could 
no patfon force the Colonel to alter his pace. 

At length, however, both parties arrived ac the liits, 
" wheré the Colonel very deliberately took off his wig 
and coat, and laid them on the grafs, and then draw- 
ing his fword, advanced to Booth, who had likewile 
his drawn weapon in his hand, but had made no 
ether preparation forthe combat. - 

The combatants now engaged with great fury, and 
after two or three paffes, Booth run the Colonel 
through the body, and threw him on the ground, at 
the fame time pollefling himlelf of the Colonel's 
fword. 

As foon as the Colonel was bab ae mafter of his 
{peech, he called,out to Booth in a very kind voice, 
and faid, ‘ You have done my bufinefs, and fatisfied 
* me that you are a man of honour, and that my bro- 
ther James muit have been miltaken; tor J am 
convinced that no man who will draw his {wor 
in fo gallant a manner, is capabie of being a-rafcal 5 
d—n me, give me a bus, my dear boy, | atk your 
pardon for that infamous appellation I dilhoncureck 
your dignity with; but, damn me, if it was not 
purely out of love, and to give you an opportunity 
of doing yourfelf juttice, which Town you have 
done like a man of honour. What may be the con- 
fequence I know not, but [ hope at leait I thall live 
to reconcile you with my brother ’ 6 
Booth thewed great concern, and even horror in 
his countenance. * Why, my. dear Colonel,’ faid he, 
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would you force me to this? for Heaven’s fake, tell 
me what I have ever done to offend you.’ 
* Me!’ cried the Colonel, ‘ indeed, my dear child, 


acted the part ofa friend to you in the whole affair. 
] maintained your caufe with my brother as long as 
decency wonld permit. I could not flatly contra- 
di& him, though, indeed, [I f{carce believed him. 
But what could I do? if [ had not fought with you 
I muft have been obliged to have fought with him: 
however, | hope what is done will be fufficient, 
and that matters may be di/commodated without your 
being put to the neceffity of fighting any more on 
this occafion.’ 

‘-Never regard me,’ cried Booth eagerly; ‘* for 
‘ Heaven’s fake think of your own prefervation. Let 
‘ me put you into a chair, and get you a furgeon. 

* Thou art a noble Jad,’ cries the Colonel, who was 
now got on his legs, ¢ and L am glad the bufinefs is fo 
* well over. For though your fword went quite 
little danger of ‘life; however, I think there 18 
# through, it flanted fo, that I apprehend there is 
* enough done to put an honourable end to the affair, 
* efpeciaily as you was fo halty to difarm me. I bleed 
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* a litde, but I can walk tothe houfe by the water; 


-* and if you will fend mea chair thither, I fhall be 
‘ obliged to you.” 

As the Colonel refufedfany affiftance, (indeed he was 
very able to walk without it, though with fomewhat 
Jefs dignity than ufual) Booth fet forward to Grofve- 
nor-gate, in order to procure the chair, and foon af- 
ter returned with one to his friend; whom having 
conveyed into it, he attended himfelf on foot ito 
Bond-ftreet, where then lived a very eminent for 

eon. 
® The furgeon having probed the wound, turried to- 
wards Booth, who was apparently the guilty perfon, 
and faid with a fmile, ‘ Upon my word, Sir, you have 
* performed the bufinefs with great dexterity.’ 

‘ Sir,’ cries the Colonel to the furgean, « I would 
* not have you imagine I am afraid to die, I think I 
‘§ know more what belongs to the dignity of .a man; 


-* and I believe, I have fhewn it at the head of a line 
‘Q 


you never did any thing to offend me. Nay, I have © 
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¢ of battle. Do not impute my coneern to that fear, 
* when [ afk you whether there its, or is nog any dan- 
© ger ?’ 

* Really, Colonel,’ anfwered the furgeon, who well 
knew the complexion. of the gentleman then under his- 
hands, ¢ it would appear like prefumption to fay, 
« that a man who hath been jult run through the body, 
* is in no manner of danger. Bur'this, | think, I may: 
* affure you, that I yet perceive no very bad fymptoms,. 
‘ and unleis fomethmg worie fhould appear, or a te- 
* ver be the confequence, [| hope you may live to be 
¢ again, with all your dignity, at the head of a line of 
é battle.’ 

‘ IT am glad to-hear that itis your opinion, “quoth the 
Colonel, ‘ for I am not defizous of dying, tho’ Lam not. 
© afraid of it. Butif any thing worfe than you apprehend 
* fhould happen, I defire you will be a witneis of my 
¢ declaration, that this young gentleman is entirely in~ 
* nocent. I forced him to do what he did. My dear 
¢ Booth, I am pleaied matters are as they are. You 
* are the firlt man that ever gained an advantage over 
© me; but it was very lucky tor youthat you difarmedt 
me, and | doubt not but you have the equananimi- 
ty. to- think fo. If the bufinefs, therefore, hath: 
ended witheut doing any thing to the purpofe, it: 
was fortune’s pleafure,. and neither of our faults.” ¢ 
Booth heartily embraced the Colonel,. and atlured: 
him of the great fatisfaction he had received from the: 
{furgeon’s.opinion ; and foon after the two combatants 
took their leave of each other. The Colonel, after he 
was dreffed, went in a.chair to his lodgings, and Booth 
walked on foat to-his; where he luckily arrived with-- 
out meeting any of Mr Murphy’s gang; -a danger 
which: never once Cees to his imagination till he 
was. out of it. 

The affair he had: been abont, had ‘indeed fo entire- 
Fy occupied his mind, that it had obliterated every: 
other idea; among. the re{t, 1 caufed him fo abfor 
hutely to forget the time. of. the day, that though he: 
had exceeded the time of dining about two hours, he 
had not the leaft fufpicien of being at home later tham . 
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dn which the reader will find matter worthy kis con fie 
deration. 


MELIA having waited above an hour for her 

hufband, concluded, as he was the molt punc- 
tual man alive, that he had met with fome engage- 
ment abroad, and fat down to her meal with her chil- 
dren; which, as it was always uncomfortable in the 
abfence of her hufband, was very fhort; fo that before 
his return, all the apparatus of dining was entirely 
removed. 

Booth fat fome time with his wife, expecting every 
minute when the little maid would make her appear- 
ance; at laft curiofity, I believe, rather than appe- 
tite, made him afk, how long it was to dinner? ‘ To 
« dinner! my dear,’ anfwered Amelia; ‘ fure yoo have 
* dined, [ hope?’ Booth replied in the negative; vpon 
which his wife ftarted from-her chair, and bettirred 
herfelf as nimbly to provide him a repaft, as the molt 
induftrious hottefs in the kingdom doth, when fome 
unexpected gueft of extraordinary quality arrives at 
her houfe. 


The reader hath not, I think, from any paflages | 


hitherto recorded in this hiftory, bad much reafon to 
accufe Amelia of a blameable curiofity; he will not, 
-I hope, conclude that the gave an inftance of any fnch 
fault, when, upon Booth’s having fo long overftaid his 
time, and fo greatly miftaken tie hour of the. day, and 
upon fome other circumftances of his behaviour (for 
he was too honelt to be good at concealing any of his 
thoughts) fhe faid to him, after he had done eating, 
« My dear, I am fure fomething more than ordinary 
‘ hath happened to-day, and ] beg you will tell me 
* what it 1s.’ | 
Bcoth anfwered, that nothing of any confequence 
had happened; that he had been detained by a friend, 
whom he met accidentally, longer than he expected. 
Jn thort, he made many {huffling and evafive anfwers, 
not boldly lying out, which perhaps would have 
ducceeded, but poorly and vainly endeavouring to re- 
ceoncile talfhood with truth. An attempt which feldone 

fails to betray the mot practifed deceiver. | 
| How 
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How impofhble was it therefore for Booth to fuc- 
ceed in an art for which nature had fo entirely difqua- 
lined him! Hits countenance indeed eonfeiled faiter 
than his tongue denied; and the whole of his beha- 
viour gave Amelia an alarm, and made her fuipect 


fomething very bad had happened; and as her 


thoughts turned prefently on the badneis of their cir- 
eumiltances, fhe feared fome milchief from his creditors 
had befallen him; for fhe was too ignorant of fuch 
matters to know, that if he had fallen into the hands 


of the Philiftines, (which is the name given by the. 


faithful to bailiffs). he would hardly have been able 
fo foon to recover his liberty. Booth at laft perceived 
her to be fo uneafy, that as he faw no hopes of contri« 
ving any fiction to fatisfy her, he thought himlelf ob- 
higed to tell her the truth, or at lea(t part of the truth, 


and confeffed that he had had a little fkirmilh with | 


Colonel Bath, in which, he faid, the Colonel had re- 
ceived a flight wound, not at ail dangerous; and this, 


fays he, is all the whole matter. * [fit be fo,’ cries Ame- 


Jia, ‘ I thank Heaven no worfe hath happened; but why, 
‘ my dear, will you ever converfe with that madman, 
‘© who can embrace a friend one moment, and fight 
* with him the next?’ ‘ Nay, my dear,’ anfwered 
Booth, * you yourfelf muft confefs, though he be a 
* little too much on the gus vive, he is a man of great 
* honour and good nature.’ ‘ Tell -me not,’ rephed 
fhe, * of fuch good nature and honour as would fa- 
‘ crifice a friend, and a whole family to a ridiculous 
‘ whim: O Heavens!’ cried fhe, failing upon her 
knees, ‘ from what mifery have 1 efcaped, from what 
* have thefe poor babes efcaped throuzh your gracious 
© providence this day !"—Then turning to her hufband, 
fhe cried—‘ But are you fure the moniter’s wound 
$ is no more dangerous than you fay ? a moniter fure- 
* ly.i may call him, who can quarrel with a man that 
* could not, that { am convinced would not offend 
4 him.’ | 
Upon this queftion, Booth repeated the affurances. 
which the furgeon had given them, perhaps with a 
hittle enlargement, which pretty well fatished Amelia 3 
aad inkead of blaming her husband for what he hed 
Solas .. : done, 
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done, fhe tenderly embraced him, and again returned: 
thanks to Heaven for his fafety. 
In the evening, Booth infifted on paying a fhort 


vifit to the Colonel, highly againft the inclination of. 


' Amelia, who, by many arguments aad entreaties, en- 
deavoured to diffluade her hufband from continuing 
an acquaintance, in which, fhe faid, fhe fhould always 
forefee much danger for the future. However, fhe 
was at lait prevaiied upon to acquiefce; and Booth 
went to the Colonel, whofe lodgings happened to be 
in the verge-as well as his own. 

He found the Colonel in his nightgown, and his 
great chair, engaged with another officer at a game of 
ehefs. He rofe immediately, and having heartily em- 
braced Booth, prefented him to: his friend, faying, he 
had the honour to introduce to him as brave and as 
fortitudinous a man as any in the king’s dominions.— 
He then took Booth with him into the next room, and 
defired him not to mention a word of what had hap- 
pened in the morning, faying, * I am very well faits- 
‘ fied that no mere hath happened ;. however, as it 
“-ended in nothing, I could with it might remain @ 
‘ fecret.’ Booth told him he was heartily glad to find 
him {fo well, and promifed never to mention it more to 
any one. 

The game at chefs being but juft begun,. and nei+ 
ther of the parties having gained any confaderable ad- 
vantage, they neither of them intilled on continuing 
#t; and now the Colonel’s antagonift took his leave; 
and left the Colonel and. Booth together. 

As foon as they were alone, the latter earneftly en- 
treated the former to acquaint him with the real caufe 
of his anger; * for may I perifh,’ cries Booth, ¢ if I car 
‘ even guefs what 1 have ever done to offend either 
* you, or your brother Colonel: James.’ 

‘ Look’ee, child,’ cries the Colonel, « I tell you F 
am for my own part fatisfied:. for lam convinced 
that a man who will fight, can never be a raical? 
and therefore, why fhould you enquire any more of 
me at prefent? when I fee my brother James, I hope 
© to reconcile all matters, and perhaps no more {words 
. © need be drawn on’ this occafion.’ But Booth ftill 
periilting in his defire, the Colonel, after. fome hefi- 

tation,. 
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ation, with a tremendous oath, cried out, *I do noe 
think myfelf ‘at liberty to refufe you, after the in- 
dignity I offered you; fo, fince you demand it of 
“ me, I will inform you. My brother told me you 
£ had ufed him difhonourably, and had divelicated his 
charaGer behind his back: He gave me his word 


could I have done? though I own to you I did noe 
believe him, and your behaviour fince hath con- 
vinced me { was in the right; I muff either have 
given him the lie, and fought with him, er elfe I was 
obliged to behave as I did, and fight with you. 
And now, my lad, I leave it to you to do as you 


* pleafe; but if you are laid under any neceffity to do 
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yourfelf further juftice, it is your own fault.’ 
* Alas! Colonel,’ anfwered Booth, « befides the Abe 


love for him, that I think of nothing lefs than re 
fentment. All I wifh, is te have this affatr broughe 
to an eclairciflement, and to fatisfy him that he is 
in an error; for though his affertions are cruelly in- 
jurious, and I have never deferved them, yet I am 
convinced he would net fay what he did not himfelf 
een Some rafcal, envious of his friendthip for 
me, hath belied me te hin ; ; and the only refentment 
* I defire is to convince him of his miftake.’ 

At thefe words ——the Colonel grinned Borribly a 
ghaftly {mile, or rather fneer, and anfwered, ‘ Young 

“ gentleman, you may do as you pleafe ; but by the 
‘ eternal dignity of man, if any man breathing had 
* taken a liberty with my charater, here, here— 
“ Mr Booth (fhewing his fingers) here —~d—n me, 
“ fhould be his noftrils, he fhould breathe through my 
© hands, and breathe his lalt—d—n me.® 

Booth anfwered, ‘I think, Colonel, 1 may appeak 
* to your teRtimony that I dare do my felf jaftice; fince 
* he who dare draw his fword again you, can hard- 
* ly be fuppofed to fear any other perfon ; but I re- 

* peat to ‘you again, that 1 Jove Colonel James fo 
* well, and am fo greatly obliged to him, that it would 
‘ be almoft indifferent to me, whether if directed my 
* fword againft his breaft or my own.’ 
“ane Colonel's mudcles were confiderably foftened 
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ligations I ‘have to the Colonel, I have really fo much © 
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by Booth’s laft fpeech ; but he again contracted them 
mto a vaft degree of fiercenefs. before he cried out-—— 
* Boy, thon haft reafon enough to be-vain ; for thou 
art the firlt perfon that ever could proudly fay he 
gained an advantage over me incombat. 1 believe, 
indeed, thou art not afraid of any man breathing 3 
and as I know thou haft fome obligations to my 
brother, I do not difcommend thee; for nothing 
more becomes the dignity of a man thin gratitude. 
Befides, as | am fatisfied my brother can produce 
the author of the flander I fay, I am fatisfied of 
that, d——n me, tf any man alive dares affert the 
contrary, for that would be to make my brother 
himfelf a liar, | will make him produce his author’ 
and then, my dear boy, your doing yourlelf proper 
jutlice there, will bring you finely out of the whole 
affair. As foonas my furgeon gives me leave to gd 
abroad, which, I hope, will be in a few days, I will 
bring my brother James to a tavern,.where you fhalt 
meet us; and I will engaze my honour, my whole: 
‘ dignity to you, to make you friends.’ 

The affurance of the Colonel gave Booth great plea* 
fure ; for few perfons ever loved a friend better than 
he, did James ; and as for doing military juftice on the 
author of that fcandalous report which had incenfed 
his friend againft him, not Bath himfelf was ever 
more ready on fuch an oceafion, than Booth to exe- 
cute it. He feon after took his leave, and returned 
home in high fpirits to his Amelia, whom he found in 
Mrs Ellifon’s apartment, engaged in a party at Ombre 
with that lady and her right honourable coufia. | 

His lordihip had, it feems, had a fecond interview 
with the great man, and having obtained further hopes 
(for [ think there was not yet an abfolute promife) of 
fuccefs in Mr Booth’s affairs, his ufual good-nature 
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brought him immediately to acquaint Mr Booth with — 


it. As he did not therefore find him at home, and 
as he met with the two ladies together, he refolved 
to {tay till his friend’s return, whith he was aflured 
would not be long, efpecially as he was fo lucky, he 
faid; to have no particular engagement that whole 
¢vening. © , j 


We remarked before, that his lordthip, at the-firtt 
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interview with Amelia had diftinguifhed her by a 
more particular addrefs from the other ladies; but that 
now appeared to be rather owing to his perfect good 
breeding, as fhe was then to be confidered as the 
miftrefs of the houfe, than from any other preference. 
His prefent behaviour made this fill more manitelt; 
for ashe was now in Mrs Ellifon’s apartment, though 
fhe was his relation and an old acquaintance, he ap- 
plied his converfation rather more to her than to Ame- 
lia. His eyes, indeed, were now and then guilty of 
the contrary diftinétion, but this was only by itealth; 
for they conftantly withdrew the moment they. were 
difcovered. In fhort, he treated Amelia with the 
greatelt diftance, and at the fame tiute with the moft 
profound and awful refpe@; his converfation was fo 
general, fo lively, and fo obliging, that Amelia, when 
fhe added to his agreeablenets the obligations the had 
to him for his friendthip to Booth, was certainly as 
much pleafed with hts Lordfhip, as any virtuous wo- 
man can poflibly be with any man, befides her own 
dufband. | 
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Containing various matters. 


\ E have already mentioned the good humour in 

which Booth returned home; and the reader. 
will eafily believe it was not a little increated by the 
good-humour in which he found his company. My 
Lord received bim with the utmoft marks of friendfhip 
and affe@ion, and told him that his affairs went on 
as well almoit as he himfelf could defire, and that 


che doubted not yery foon to with him joy of a com- 


Panye:, 
When Booth had made a proper return to all his 
Lordfhip’s unparalleled goodnefs, he whispered Ame- 
dia that the Colonel was entirely out of danger, and 
almoit as well as himielf. This made her fatistaction 
complete, threw her into fuch fpirits, and gave fuch 
a luitre to her eyes, that her face, as Horace fays, 
was too dazzling to be locked at; it was certainly 
too hand{fome to be looked at without the highelt ad- 
miration, | 
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His Lordthip departed about ten e’clock, and left 
the company in raptures with him, efpecially the two 
ladies, of whom it ts difficult to fay which exceeded 
the other in his commendations. Mrs Ellifon {wore 
fhe belteved he was the beft of all humankind: and 
Amelia, without making any exception, declared he 
was the fineit gentleman, and moft agreeable man the 
had ever feen im her lite; adding, it was a great pity 
he fhould remain fingle. ‘ That’s true indeed,’ cries 
Mrs Ellifon, * and I have often lamented it, nay, [ 
am attonifhed at it, confidering the great liking he 
always {hews for our fex, and he may certainly have 
the choice of all. ‘The real reafon, I believe, is his 
fondnefs for his fifter’s children. I declare, Madam, 
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think they were his own. indeed, he is vaftly fond 
of all! manner of children.’ ¢ Good creature!’ cries 
Amelia, * if ever he doth me the honour of another 
« vifit, 1 am refolved { will thew him my little things. 
©] think, Mrs Ellifon, as you fay my Lord loves 
© children, { may fay, without vanity, he will not fee 
‘ many fuch” * Nu, indeed, will he not, anfwered 
Mrs Ellifon; ¢ and now I think on’t, Madam, I won- 
der at my own itupidity in never ‘making the offer 
before ; but fince you put it into my head, if you 
will zive me leave, Ill take Mafter and Milfs to wait 
on my Lord’s nephew and niece. They are very 
pretty behaved children; and little Mafter and Mifs 
will be, I dare fwear, very happy in their acquain- 
tunce; befides, if my Lord himtelf fhould fee them, 
I know what wiil happen; for he is the molt ge- 
nerous of all human beings.’ . 

Ainelia very readily accepted the favour which Mrs 
Ellifon offered her; but Booth exprefled fome reluctance. 
‘ Upon my word, my dear,’ faid he, with a finile, 
‘ this behaviour of ours puts me in mind of the com- 
‘mon condua of beggars; who, whenever they re- 
* ceive a favour, are fure to fend other objects to the 
* fame fountain oF charity. Don’t we, my dear, re- 
<4 
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pay our obligations to my Lord in the fame manner, 
by fending our children a begging to him? 

© O bealily !’ cries Mrs Elliton, * how could fuch 

‘ athought enter your brains! I protelt, Madam, [ 

I  _  § beg 


if you was to fee his behaviour to them, you would | 
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‘begin to grow afhamed of this hufband of yours. 
¢ How can you have fo vulgar a way of thinking? 
* Begging, indeed! the poor little dear things a-beg- 
* ging !—If my Lord was capable of fuch a thought, 
¢ though he was my own brother, inftead of my coufin, 
* ] fhould fcorn him too much ever to enter his doors.’ 
—* OQ dear Madam,’ anfwered Amelia, ‘ you take 
¢ Mr Booth too ferioufly, when he was only in jett; 
‘ and the children fhall wait upon you whenever you 
‘ pleafe.’ ) 

Tho’ Booth had been a little more in earneft than 
Amelia had reprefented him, and was not, perhaps, 
quite fo much in the wrong as he was confidered by 
Mrs Ellifon; yet, feeing there were two to une agrainit 
him, he wifely thanght preper to recede,- and let his 
fmile go off with that air of a jeft which his wife had 

iven it. © . 

Mrs Ellifon, however, could not Jet it pafs with- 
out paying fome compliments to Amelia’s underttand- 
ing, nor without fume obfcure reflections upon Booth, 
with whom fhe was more offended than the matter re- 
quired. She was indeed a woman of mott profule ge- 
nerofity, and could not bear a thought which the 
deemed vulgar or fneaking. She afterwards launched 
forth the mot profufe encomiums of his Lordfhip’s li- 
berality, and concluded the evening with {ome in- 


' ftances which he had given of that virtue, which, if 


not the nobleft, is, perhaps, one of the moft ufeful 
to fociety, with which great and rich men can be en? 
dowed. ’ a 

The next morning early, Serjeant Atkinfon came 
to wait on Lieutenant Booth, and defired to fpeak 
with his honour in private. Upon which, the fieu- 
tenant and ferjeant took a walk together in the Park. 
Booth expected every minute when the ferjeant would 
open his mouth, under which expectation he con- 
tinued till he came to the end of the Mall, and fo he 
might have continued till he came to the end of the 
world: for tho’ feveral words itood at the end of the 
ferjeant’s lips, there they were likely to remain for 
ever. He was, indeed, in the condition of a mifcr, 
whom a charitable impulfe hath impelled to draw 4 
few pence to the edge of his pceket, were they ar 
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altogether as fecure as if they were in the bottom: 
for, as the one hath not the heart to part with a far- 
thing, fo nether had the other the heart to {peak a 
word. 
~ Booth at length wondering that the ferjeant did not 
fpeak, afked him what his bufinefs was; when the 
Jatter, with a ftammering voice, began the following 
apology: ‘ [hope, Sir, your honour will not be angry, 
* nor take any thing amifs of me. I do affure you, 
it was not of my feeking, nay, I dare not proceed in 
the matter witbout firit afking your leave. Indecd, 
it | had taken any liberties from the goodnefs you 
have been pleafed to fhow me, I fhould look upon 
myfelf as one of the moft worthlefs and defpicable of 
wretches; but nothing is farther from my thoughts. 
1 know the diflance which is between us; and be- 
caufe your honour hath been fo kind and good as 
to treat me with more familiarity than any other 
officer ever did, if I had been bafe enough to take 
any freedoms, or to encroach upon your honour’s 
goodne(s, | fhould deferve to be whipt through the 
regiment. I hope, therefore, Sir, you will not fu- 
{pect me of any fuch attempt.” a 
© What can all this mean, Atkinfon?’ cries Booth; 
what mighty matter would you introduce with all 
this previous apology ?” 
* | am almoft afhamed, and afraid to mention it,’ an- 
fwered the ferjeant, * and yet I am fure, your honour 
will believe what I have faid, and not think any 
thing owing to my own prefumption; and at the 
fame time, I have no reafon to think you would de 
any thing to fpoil my fortune in an honeft way, 
when it is dropt into my lap without my own feek- 
ing. For may I perifh if it is not all the lady’s own 
goodnefs, and J hope in Heaven, with your honour’s 
Jeave, 1 thall live toumake her amends for it,’—In a 
word, that we may not detain the reader’s curiofity 
quite fo Jong as he did Booth’s, he acquainted that 
gentleman that he had had an offer of marriage from 
a lady of his acquaintance, to whofe company he had 
introduced him, and defired his permiffion to accept 
of it. 

Booth mult have -been very dull indeed, if, th 
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what the ferjeant had faid, and after what he had 
heard Mrs Elliion fay, he had wanted any other in- 
formation concerning the lady. He anfwered him 
brifkly and chearfully, that he had his free confent to 
marry any woman whatever; ¢ and the greater and 
* richer fhe is,’ added he, ‘ the more I {hall be pleated 
‘ with the match. I don’t enquire who the Jady is,’ 
faid he, fmiling, * but I hope the will make as good 
‘a wife, as | am convinced her hufband will de- 
* ferve.’ | 

‘ Your honour hath been always too good to me,’ 
cries Atkinfon, * but this I promite you, 1 will do all 
© in my power to merit the kindnelfs fhe is pleated to 
‘ fhew me. I will be bold to fay the will marry an 
‘ boneft man, though he is but a poor one; and fhe 
‘ fhall never want any thing which { can give her, or 
* do for her, while my name is Jofeph Atkinfon, 

‘ And fo her name isa fecret, Joe; is it?’ cries 
Booth. | 

‘ Why, Sir, anfwered the ferjeant, ‘ I hope your 
‘honour will not infift upon knowing that, as { 
‘ think it would be diihonourable in me to mention 
eG? 
_ © Not at all,’ replied Booth, * I am the fartheft in 
‘ the worJd from any fuch defire. I know thee better 
‘ than to imagine thou wouldit difclofe the name of 
‘a fair lady” Booth then thook Atkinfon heartily 
by the hand, and affured him earneltly of the joy he 
had in his good fortune; for which the good ferjeant 
failed not of making all proper acknowledgments. 
After which they parted, and Booth returned home. 

As Mrs Ellifon opened the door, Booth hattily 
tufhed by; for he had the utmoft difficulty to prevenc 
laughing in her face. Fee ran direétly up ftairs, and 
throwing himfelf into a chair, difcharged fuch a fit of 
laughter as greatly furprifed, and, at firft, almoft 
frightened his wife. 

Amelia, it will be fappofed, prefently enquired i in- 


to the caufe of this phenonienon, with which Boot), 


as foon as he was able (for that was not within a few 
Minutes) acquainted her. The news did not affect 
her in the fame manner it had affeéted her hufband. 
On the contrary, fhe cried, * I proteft I cannot guefs 
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‘ what makes you fee it in fo ridiculous a light. I 
‘ really think Mrs Ellifon hath chofen very well. I 
‘am convinced Joe will’ make her one of the beft of 
‘ hufbands; and in my opinion, that is the greatelt 
* blefling a ‘woman can be poflefled of. 

However, when Mrs Eliiion came into the room a 
little while afterwards to fetch the children, Amelia 
became of amore rifible difpgSiion, efpecially when 
the former, turning to Booth, who vas then prefent, 
faid, * So, captain, my jantee ferjeant was very early 
‘here this morning. I fcolded my maid heartily for 
‘ Jetting hin wait fo long in the entry like a lacquats, 
¢ when the might have {hewn him into my inner apart- 
* ment.’ At which words, Booth burft out into a 
very loud laugh; and Amilia herfelf could no more 
prevent laughing than fhe could bluthing. | 

Heydcy !’ cries Mrs Elhfon, § what have I faid 
© to caufe all this mirth?? and at the fame time bluth- 
ed, and looked very filly, as is always the cafe with 
perfons who fufpedt themfelves to be the objects of 
Jaugnter, without abfolutely taking what it is which 
makes them ridiculous. 

Booth fti!l continued Jaughing; but Amelia come 
poling her mulcies, fuid, § I atk your pardon, dear 

* Mrs Ellifon; but Mr Booth hath been in a (range 
* giggling humour all this morning; and I really 
* think it is infectious, 

‘ { afk your pardon too, Madam,’ cries Booth, * bug 
one is fometimes unaccountably foolith.’ 

‘ Nay, but ferioufly,’ faid fhe, ‘ what is the mat- 
* ter?—Something | taid about the ferjeant, I believes 
* but yon may laugh as much as you pleafe, | am not 
* afhamed of owning, I think him one of the prettielt 
* fellows I ever faw i He my lifg; and, I own, I fcolded 
“my maid at fufllering him to wait in my entry; and 
where is the ni) shty riaiculous a r, prays’ 

‘ None at all,’ anfwered Booth, * and, J hope, the 
© next time be will be uthered into your inner apart- 
‘ ment.’ 

“* Why fhould he not, Sir 2? replied fhe, ‘ for where- 
‘ ever he is ufhered, | am convinced he will behave 
© himfelf as a gentleman fhould? 

Here Amelia put an end to the difcourfe, or it 
might 


f 


Chap. 8. A M ELIA 233 


might have proceeded to very great lengths: for 
Booth was of a waggifh inclination, and Mrs Elli- 
fon was not a lady of the niceft delicacy. 

if 


C H A P. VIII. 
The heroic behaviour of Colonel Bath. 


O OTH went this morning to pay a fecond vifit 

to the Colonel, where he found Colonel Janes, 
Both the Colonel and the Lieutenant appeared a little 
fhocked at their firit meeting; but matcers were foon 
cleared up; for the former prefently advanced ta the 
latter, fhook him heartily by the hand, and faid— 
‘ Mr Booth, I ain afhamed to {fee you; for [ have in- 
‘ jured you, and IL heartily atk your pardon. I an 
now pertecly convinced, that what [ hinted to iny 
brother, and which | find had like to have pro- 
duced fuch fatal confequences, was entirely ground- 
lefs. If you will be contented with my aiking your 
pardon, and fpare me the diligreeable remembrance 
of what Jed “me into my error, 1 fhall elteem it as 
the highelt obligation.’ | 
Booth anfwered, * As to what regards yourfelf, 
my dear Colonel, J am abundantly fatished; but, as 
{ am convinced fome raical hath been my enemy 
with you in the cruclett manner, [ hope you will 
not deny me the opportunity of kicking him 

through the world.’ ; 

* By all the dignity of man,’ cries Colonel Bath, 
* the boy fpeaks with fpirit, and his requei is rea- 
‘ fonable’ 

Colonel James hefitated a moment, and then whife 
pered Booth, that he would give him all the faiisfaction 
imaginable, concerning the whole affair, when they’ 
were alone together; upon which, Bocth addreiling’ 
himielf to Colonel Bath, the difcourfe turned on other 
matters during the remainder of the vilit, which was’ 
but thort, and then both went away together, leaving 
Colonel Bath as well as it was potiibie to expect, mure 
to the fatisfaction of Booth than of Colonel Jame, 
who would not have been difpleated if his wound had 
been move dangerous: for he was grown iomewhat 
Weary of a ditpotition that he rather called captrouas’ 
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than heroic, and which, as he every day more and 
more hated his wife, he apprehended might fome time | 
or other give him fome trouble: for Bath was the 
moft affe@ionate of br&thers, and had often fwore in 
the prefence of James, that he would eat any man 
alive who fhould ufe his filter ill. 

Colonel Bath was well fatisfied that his brother 
and the lieutenant were gone out with a defign of 
tilting, from which he offered not a fyllable to dif- 
fuade them, as he was convinced it was right, and 
that Booth could not in honour take, nor the Golonel 
give any lefs fatisfation, When they had been gone, - 
therefore, about half an hour, he rang his bell, to 
enquire if there was any news of his brother; a 
queition which he repeated every ten minutes, for the 
Space of two hours, when having heard nothing of 
him, he began to conclude that both were killed on 
the fpot. 

While he was in this ftate of anxiety, his filter came 
to fee him; for, notwithitanding his detire of keep- 
ing tt a fecret, the duel had blazed all over the town. 
sitter receiving fome kind congratulations on_ his 
fatety, and {ome unkind hints concerning the warmth 
of his temper, the Colonel afked her, when the had 
feen her hufband; fhe anfwered, not that morning. 
He then communinicated to her his fufpicion, told her 
be was convinced his brother had drawn his fword 
that day, and that as neither of them had beard any 
thing from him, he began to apprehend the worlt 
that could happen. 

Neither Milfs Bellamy, nor Mrs Cibber, were ever 
in a greater coniternation on the ftage, than now ap- 
peared in the countenance of Mrs James. ‘ Good 
« Heavens! Brother,’ cries the, ‘ what do you telk 
me! you have frightened me to death.—Let your 
mun get me a glafs of water immediately, if you 
have not a-mind to fee me die before your face. 
When, where, how was this quarrel? why did you 
not prevent it, if you knew of it? is it not enough 
to be every day tormenting me with hazarding your 
own life, but muft you bring the life of one who 
you know mult be and ou at to be fo much the 
deareft of a 4 to me, into danger ? Take your {word, 
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‘ brother, take your fword, and plunge it into my 
‘ boiom ; tt would be kinder of you than to fill it 
‘ with fuch dreads and terrors.’~—— Here the {wallowed 
the glafs of water : and then threw hertelf back in her 
chair, ds if fhe bad intended to faint away. 

Perhaps, if fhe had fo, the Colonel would have lent 
her no affiftance; for fhe had hurt him more than by 
ten thoufand tabs. He fat erect in his chair, with 
his eye-brows knit, his forehead wrinkled, his eyes 
flafhing with fire, his teeth grating againit each other, 
and breathing horror all around him. In this pofture . 
he fat for fome time filent, caiting difdainful looks at 
his fitter. At laft, his voice found its way through a 
pafion which had almoft choaked him, and he cried 
out: * Sifter, what have 1 done to deferve the opinion 
* you exprefs ‘of me ? which of my.aétions hath made 
© you conclude that I am a rafcal anda coward? Look 
‘ at that poor tword, which never woman yet faw 
* but inits theath; what hath that done to merit your 
¢ defire that it thould be contaminated with the blood 
“ of a woman ?”. 
¢ Alas! brother,’ cried fhe, ‘ 1 know not what you 
fay ; you are defirous, I believe, to terrify me out 
of the little fenies I have left. What can] have faid 
in the agonies of grief, into which you threw me, to 
deferve this paffion 2’ 

‘ What have you faid,’? anfwered the Colonel, 
you have faid that which if a man had {poken, nay 
d——n me, if he had hinted that he durft even 
think, I would have made him eat my {word; by all 
the dignity of man, 1 would have crumbled his foul 
into powder. But, I confider that the words were 
fpoken by a woman, and I am calm again. Cone 
fider, my dear, that you are my filter, and behave, 
yourfelf with more {pirit. 1 have only mentioned 
to you my furmife. It. may not have happened as 
I fufpect ; but let what will have happened, you 
will have the comfort that your hufband hath behav- 
ed himfelf with becoming dignity, and lyes in the bed 
of honour.’ 

* Talk not to me of fuch comfort,’ replied the lady, 
© itis a lofs I cannot furvive; but why do! fit here 
* lamenting myfeif? I will go this, initant and vary 
ae * the 
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the worlt of my fate, if my trembling limbs will 
carry me to my coach.-—-- Good morrow, dear bro- 
ther; whatever becomes of me, I am glad to find 
you out of danger.—— The Colonel paid her his 
proper compliments, and fhe then left the room, but 
returned initantly back, faying, ‘ Brother, [ mut 
‘ beg the favour of you to Jet your footman ftep to 
“ my mantua-maker; 1 am fure it ts a miracle in my 
‘ prefent diltractted condition, how it came into my 
‘ head” The footman was prefently fummoned, and 
Mrs James delivered him his meflage, which was to 
countermand the orders which the had given that 
very morning, to make her up a new fuit of brocade. 
¢ Heaven knows,’ fays the, ‘now, when I can wear 
© brocade, or whether ever | thall wear it!’ And 
now having repeated her meflage with great exact- 
neis, felt there fhould be any miitake, fhe again la- 
mented her wretched fituation, and then departed, 
leaving the Colonel in fuH expectation of hearing {peedy 
news of the fata! iffue of the battle. 

But though the reader fhould entertain the fame 
curicfity, we mult be excufed from fatisfying it, till 
we have firft accounted for an incident which we have 
related in this very chapter, and which we think de- 
ferves fome folution. ‘The critic, | am convinced, al- 
ready is apprifed that [ mean the friendly behaviour 
of James to Booth, which, from what we had before 
recorded, feemed fo little to be expected. 

It muft be remembered, that the anger which the 
former of thefe gentlemen had conceived againit the. 
latter, arofe entirely from the falfe account given by 
Mifs Matchews of Booth, whom that lady had accu- 
fed to Colonel James of having as bafely as wickedly 
traduced his character. a 

Now, of alb the minifters of vengeance, there are 
none with whom the devil deals {fo treacheroully, a3 
with thofe whom he employs in executing the mil- 
chievous purpofes of an angry millrefs ; for no fooner 
is revenge executed. on an offending lover, than it 1s 
fre to be repented, and all the anger which before 
raged again{t the beloved object, returns with double 
fury on the head of his affatlin. 
| Miis Matthews, therefore, no fooner heard that 
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Booth was killed, (for fo was the report at firft, and 
by a colonel of the army), than fhe immediately con- 
cluded it to be James. She was extremely fhocked 
with the news, and her heart inftantly began to re- 
lent. All the reafons on which fhe had founded her 
love, recurred in the ftrongelt and livelieft colours to 


~ her mind, and all the caufes of her hatred funk down 


and difappeared; or tighe Jeaft remembrance of any 
thing which had difobliged her remained, her heart 
became his zealous. advocate, and foon fatisfed her 
that her own fates were niore to be blamed than he, 
amd that, without being a villain, he could have acted 
no otherwife than he had done. | 

In this temper of mind, ihe looked on herfelf as the 
murderer of an innocent man, and what to her was 
much worfe, of the man {he had loved, and ftill did 
love with all the violence imaginable. She looked on 
James as the tool with which fhe had done this murders; 
and as it is ufual for people who havé rathly or-inad- 
vertently made any animate or inanimate thing the 
inftrument ot mifchief, to hate the innocent means by 
which the mifchief was effected, (for this is a fubtle 
method which the mind invents to excufe ourielves, 
the latt obje@s on whom we would willingly wreck 
gur vengeance;) fo Mifs Matthews now hated and 
curfed James as the efficient caufe of that a@ which 
fhe herfelf had contrived, and laboured to carry into 
execution. 

She fat down, therefore, in a furious agitation, little 


_ dhort of madnels, and wrote the following letter : . 


_ © T hope this will find you in the hands of juftice, 
“6 for the murder cf one of the belt of friends that 
ss ever man was bleft with. In one fenfe, indeed, he 
** may feem ta have deferved his fate, by chuling a 
s¢ fool for his friend; for who but a fool would have 
** believed what the unger and rage of an injured 
woman fuggelted? a ttory fo improbable, that I 
“ could fearce be thought in earneft when | mention- 
© ed it. 
- « Know then, cruel wretch, that poor Booth loved 
*¢ you of all men breathing, and was, I believe, in 
| ‘* your 
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“‘ your commendation, guilty of as much falfehood, 
‘© as [ was in what I told you concerning him. , 
_ © If this knowledge makes you miferable, it is no 
*¢ more than you have made 
“ The unhappy 
* F, MATTHEWS.” 


CHAP IX 
Being the laf chapter of the fifth book. — 


E fhall now return to Colonel James and Mr 

Booth, who watked together from Colonel 
Bath’s lodging with much more peaceable intention 
than that gentleman had conje€tured, who dreamed 
of nothing but {words and guns, and implements of 
War. 

The bird-cage walk in the Park was the fcene ap- 
poined by James for unburthening his mind. Thi- 
ther they eame, and there James acquainted Booth 
with all that which the reader knows already, and 
gave him the letter which we have inferted at the end 
of the lait chupter. . 

Booth expreffed great aftonifhment at this relation, 
not without venting fome detettation at the wicked- 
nets of Mifs Matthews; upon which, James took him 
up, faying, He ought not to fpeak with fuch abhor- 
rence of faults, which love for him had occafioned. 

‘ Can you' mention love, my dear Colonel,’ cried ° 
Booth, * and fuch a woman in the fame breath ?’ 

‘ Yes, faith! can I,’ fays James, * for the devil take 
‘ me, if I know a more lovely woman in the world.’ 
Here he began to defcribe her whole perfon ; but as 
we cannot infert all the defcription, fo we thal] omit 
it all; and concluded with faying, * Curfe me, if I 
‘ don’t think ber the fineft creature in the univerfe. 
* ] would give half my eitate, Booth, fhe loved me as 
* well as the doth you. Though, on fecond confi- 
© deration, I believe I fhould repent that bargain; for 
‘ then, very poflibly, I fhould not care a farthing for 
© her.’ | id me 

* You will pardon me, dear Colonel,’ anfwered 
Booth; * but to me there appears fomewhat very fin- 
“gular in your way of thinking, Beauty is pan 
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the cbject of liking, great qualities of admiration, 
good ones of eiteem; but the devil take me, if I 
think any thing but love to be the object of love.’ 

* Is there not fomething too felfith,’ replied James, 
in that opinion? but, without confidering it in that 
light, is it not of all things the moft infipid ? all 
oil! all fugar! zounds! it is enough to cloy the 
fharp-fet appetite of a parfon. Acids furely are the- 
molt likely to quicken.’ 

¢ I do not love reafoning in allegories,’ cries Booth, 
but with regard to love | declare I never found any 
thing cloying init. I have lived almoft alone with 
my wife near three years together, was never tired 
with her company, nor ever wifbed for any other; 
and I am fure, I never tafted any of the acid you 
mention to quicken my appetite.’ 

‘ This is all very extraordinary and romantic to 
me,’ anfwered the Colonel. ‘ If { was to be fhut 
up three years with the fame woman, which Hea- 
ven forbid ! nothing, I think, could keep me alive, 
but a temper as violent as that of Mifs Matthews. | 
As to love, it would make me fick te death, in the 
twenticth part of that time. If I was fo condemn- 
ed, let me fee, what would I wilh the woman to 
be? I think no one virtue would be fufficient. 
With the {pirit of a tigrefs, I would have her be a 
prude, a fcold, a fcholar, a critic, a wit, a politi- 
cian, and a jacobite; and then, perhaps, eternal 
oppofition would keep up our fpirits; and wifhing 
one another daily at the devil, we fhould makea | 
fhift to drag on a dj#mnable tate of life, without 
much fpleen or vapours.’ 

* And fo you do not intend,’ cries Booth, “to break 


€ with this woman ?? 


‘ Not more than I have already, if I can help it,’ 


anfwered the Colonel. 


¢ And you will be reconciled to her?’ faid Booth. 
© Yes, faith! will I, if I can,’ anfwered the Colo- 


nel.—* I hope you have no objection.’ 


‘ None, my dear friend,’ faid Booth, ‘ unlefs on 
€ your account.’ 


‘ I do believe you,’ faid the Colonel, ‘ and yet let 


¢ me tell you, you are a very extraordinary man, not 


‘ to 
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* to defire me to quit her on your own account. Up- 
‘ on my foul, I begin to pity the woman, who hath 
* placed her affection, perhaps, on the only man in 
* England of your age, who would not return it. But 
‘ for my part, I promife you, I like her beyond all 
© other women; aad whilft. that is the cafe, my boy, 
‘aif her mind was as full of iniquity as Pandora's bor 
‘ was of difeafes, I'd hug her clofe in my ‘arms, and 
tg 


-only take as much care as poflible to keep the lid. 


down for fear of mifchief.—But come, dear Booth,’ 
faid he, * let us confider your affairs ; for | am atha- 
‘med of having neglected them fo long; and the 
* only anger I have againit this wench is, that the 
¢ was the occafion of it.’ 

Booth then acquainted the Colonel with the pro- 
mifes he had reccived from the noble Lord: upon 
which James fhook him by the hand, and heartily 
wifhed him joy, crying, ‘1 do aflure you, if you have 
* his interelt, you will need no other ; 1 did not know 
* you was acquainted with him.’ 

To which Mr Booth zafwered, that he was buta 
new acquaintance, and that he was recommended to 
him by a lady. | 
‘ A lady!’ cries the Colone]l,—* well, I don’t afk 
her name, You are a happy man, Booth, among 
the women; and, I affure you, you could have no 
ftronger recommendation. The peer loves the la- 
dies, I believe, as well as ever Mark Antony did; 
and it is not his fault, if he hath not fpent as much 
upon them. Jf he once fixes his eye upon a wo- 
man, he will Rick at nothing to get her.’ =f 


nn ane wn ekanan 


* Ay, indeed !’ cries Booth. «Is that his character ??- 


- © Ay, faith! anfwered the Colonel, ‘ and thecha- 
racter of moft men belides him. Few of them, f 
mean, will flick at any thing befide their money. 
Juitque a Ja bourle, is fometimes the boundary of 
love as well as friendfhip. And, indeed, | never 
knew any other man part with his money fo very 
freely on thefe occafions. You fee, dear Booth, the 
confidence [ have in your honour.’ | 
‘ L hope, indeed, you have,’ crics Booth, ‘ but [ 
don’t fee what inftance you now give me. of that 
confidence,’ 
2 ¢ Have 
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¢ Have not I fhown you,’ anfwered James, * where 
* you may carry your goods to market? I can affure 
*« you, my friend, that is a fecret [ would not impart 
* to every man in your fituation, and all circumftances 
* confidered.’ . 

‘ { am very forry, Sir,’ cries Booth very gravely, 
and turning as pale as death, * you fhould entertain 
< a thought of this kind: a thought which hath al- 
« moft frozen up my blood. I am unwilling to be- ° 
* lieve there are fuch villains in the world; but there 
* is none of them whom I thould dete(t half fo much 
« as myfelf, if my own mind had ever tuggetted to me 
* a hint of that kind. I have tafted of tome diltrefles 
« of life, and I know not to what greater | may be 
‘ driven; but my honour, I thank Heaven, is in my 
* own power, and [ can boldly fay to Fortune, fhe 
‘* fhall not rob me of it.’ 

_ © Have [ not expreffed that confidence, my dear 
* Booth?’ anfwered the Colonel. * And what you 
* fay now well juilifics my opinion; for I do agree 
* with you, that, confidering all things, it would be 
* the highett inftance of diuonour’ | 

¢ Diihonour, indeed!’ returned Booth. ¢ What, 
* to proftitute my wife!—Can I think there is fuch a 
* wretch breathing?” . 

¢ I don’t know that,’ faid the Colonel; * but Iam 
“« fure, it was very far from my intention to infinuate the 
* Jeaft hint of any fuch matter to you. Nor can I ima- 

* gine how you yourfelf could conceive fuch athought. 
* The goods I meant, were no other than the charm- 
* ing perfon of Mifs Matthews; for whom f[.am convin- 
* ced my Lord would bid a {winging price again{t me.’ 

Booth’s countenance greatly cleared up at this de- 
claration, and he anfwered witha fmile, that he hoped 
he need not give the Colonel any affurances on that 
head. However, though he was fatisfied with regard 
to the Colonel’s fufpicions, yet fome chimeras now 
arofe in his brain, which gave him no very agreeable 

Jenfations. What thefe were the fazacious reader 
tnay probably fufpe&; but if he fhould not, we may, 
perhaps, have occafiun to open them in the fequel. 
Here we will put an end to this dialogue, and to the’ 
fifth book of this hiftory. 
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C HAP. I. 
Panegyrice on beauty, with other grave matters. 


i Rae Colonel and Booth walked together to the 
latter’s lodging ; for as it was not that day ia 


the week in which all parts of the town are indifferent, . 


Booth could not wait-on the Colonel. « 
When they arrived in Spring-Garden, Booth, to his 


great furprife, found no one at home but the maid. __ : 


In truth Amelia had accompanied Mrs Ellifon and 
her children to his Lordthip’s; for as her little girl 
Showed a great unwillingnefs to go without her, the 
fond mother was eafily perfuaded to make one of the 
company. | ; 

Booth had fcarce ufhered the Colonel up to his 
apartment, when a fervant from Mrs James knocked 
haftily at the door. The lady not meeting with her 
bufband at her return home, began to defpair of him, 


und performed- every thing which was decent on the | 


occafion, ‘An apothecary was prefently called with 
Hartfhorn and Sal Volatile; a doétor was fent for, and 
meffengers’ were difpatched every way; amongft the 
refit, one was fent to enquire at the lodgings of his 
iuppofed antagonilt. 

well above ftairs, ran up eagerly to acquaint h'm with 
the dreadful fituation in which he left his miferable 


lady at home, and likewife with the occafion of Ass 
er 


The fervant hearing that his mafter was alive and 
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her diftrefs, faying, that his lady had been at her 
brother’s, and had there heard that his honour was 
killed in a duel by Captain Booth. | 

The colonel finiled at this account, aad bid the fer- 
vant make haite back to contradict it.—And then 
turning to Booth, he faid, ‘ Was there ever fuch ano- 
« ther fellow as this brother of mine? I thought in- 
¢ deed his behaviour was fomewhat odd at the time; 
‘ I fuppofe he overheard me whifper that I would 
‘ give you fatisfaction, and thence concluded, we 
* went together. with a-defign. of tilting. —-D—n the 
fellow, I begin to grow heartily fick of him, and 
with I could get well rid of him without cutting, his 
throat, which I fometimes apprehend he will infift 
on my doing, as a return for my getting him made 
a lieutenant-colonel.” — ond 
Whilft thefe two gentlemen were commenting on 
the character of the third, Amelia and her company 
returned,.and all prefently came up ftairs, not only 
the children, but the twe ladies, laden with trinkets 
as if they had been come from a fair. Amelia, who 
had been highly delighted all the morning with the 
exceflive pleafure which her children enjoyed, when ~ 
fhe faw Colonel! James with her hufband, and perceived 
the moft manifeft marks of that reconciliation, which 
fhe knew had been fo long and fo earneftly withed by 
Booth, became fo tranfported with joy that her happi- 
nefs was fcarce capable of addition. Exercife had 
painted her face with vermilion; and the highelt 
good-humour had fo. fweetened every feature, and a 
vaft flow of fpirits had fo enlivened up her bright eyes, 
that fhe was alla blaze of beauty. She feemed in- 
deed, as Milton fublimely defcribes Eve, 


ee a ew 


‘’ adorned 


-« With what alt Earth or Heaven could beftow 


“ To make her amiable’?——~ 
Again, 


*¢ Grace was in all her fteps, Heaven in her eye, 
“« In ev’ry gefture, dignity and love.” — 


Or, as Waller fweetly, though lefs fublimely, fingss 
| Y¥2. “ Sweeinefs, 
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‘© Sweethefs, truth, and every grace, 
s© Which time and ufe are wont to teach, © 
‘© The eye may in a moment reach, 

- 6 And read diitinély in her face.” 


- Or to mention one poet more, and him of all the 
fyeetelt, fhe-feems-to be the very perfon of whom 
‘Suckling wrote the following lines, where, fpeaking of 
Cupid, he fays, 


¢ — All his lovely looks, his pleafing fires, — 

«© All his fweet motions, all his taking fmiles, 

«s All that awakes, all that inflames defires, 

© All that fweetly commands, all that beguiles, 

“© He does into one pair of eyes convey, | 
«© And there begs leave that he himfelf may ftay.” 


‘Such was Amelia at this time when fhe entered the 
room, and having paid her refpects to the colonel, fhe 


went up to her hufband, and cried, * O my dear! 
© never were any creatures fo happy as your litle 


_ € things have been this whole morning ; and all 


‘ owing to my Lord’s goodnefs; {ure never was any 
‘ thing fo good-natured and fo generous!’ She then 
made the children produce thew prefents, the value of 
which amounted to a pretty large fum,; for there was 
a gold watch amongit the trinkets that colt above 
twenty guineas. . : ; 
Inftead of difcovering fo much fatisfaction on this 
occafion as Amelia expected, Booth very gravely an- 
fwered, * And pray, my dear, how are we to repay 
© all thefe obligations to his Lordfhip 2” * How can you 
‘ afk fo ftrange a queftion ?* cries Mrs Ellifon, ‘ how 
‘ little do you know of the foul of generofity (for 
‘ fure my coufin deferves that name) when you call 
* a few little trinkets given to children, an obliga- 
‘ tion?? © Indeed, my dear,’ cries Amelia, ‘ 1 would 
* have topped his hand, if it had been poflible; nay, 
¢ I was forced at laft abfolutely to refufe, or I be- 
* lieve he would have laid a hundred pound out of 
@ the children: for I never faw any one fo fond of 
© children, which convinces me he is one of the belt 
* of men. But] afk your pardon, colonel,’ faid the, 
. turning 
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turning to him, ‘I fhduld not entertain you with thee 
¢ fubjeéts; yet I know you have goodnefs enough to 
* excufe the folly of 2 mother.’ 

The Colonel. made a very low affenting bow’; and 
foon after they all fat down to a fmal! repaft, for the 
Colonel: had promtted Booth to dige with him when 
they firft came home, together; and what he had fince 
heard from hts own houle, gave him {tll lets inclina- 
tion than ever to repair thither. 

But, belides both thefe, there was a third and 
flronger inducement to him to pafs the day with his. 
friend; and this was the defire of pafling it with his 
friend’s wife. When the Colonel had firit feen Ame-- 
Jia in France, fhe was but juft recovered from a con- 
fumptive habit, aad looked pale and thin; befides, his. 
engagements with. Mifs Bath at that time took totak 
- poffettion of him, and. guarded his heart from the im- 
preflions of another woman; and when he had dinect! 
with her in town, the vexations through. which the 
had lately paffed, had fomewhat deadened her beauty ;. 
befides, he was then. engaged, as. we have feen, in a. 
very warin purfuit of a new miftrefs-, but now he had 
no fuch impediment: for though tlie reader hath jot 
before feen his warm declarations of a paflion fur Mifs. 
Matthews, yet it may be remembered that he had. 
been in poffeffion of her for above a fortnight; and: 
one of the happy properties of this kind of pafion i sy. 
that it can with equal viclence love half a dozen, or- 
half a fcore, different objects at one and. the. fame: 
time. 

But indeed fuch were the charms now difplayed by: 
Amelia, of which we endeavoured above to draw fome- 
faint refemblanee, that perhaps no other beauty could: 
have fecured him from their influence; And here, to: 
confefs a truth in his favour, however the grave,. or 
Father the hypocritical part of mankind may cen-ure- 
it, TL am firmly perfuaded that to withdraw. admiration 
from exquifite beauty, or to feel no delight in gazing 
at it, is as impolbble as to feel no warmth from the 
moat fcorching rays of the fun. To run away is all 
that is in our power; and yet, in the former cafe, 
ad mult be allowed we have the power of running 
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| away, it mult be allowed alfo, that it requires the 
ftrongeft refolution to execute it: for when, as Dry- 
den fays, : 


«s All paradife is opened in a face,” 


how natural is the defire of going thither! and how 
difficult to quit the lovely proipect! _ 

And yet, however difficult this may be, my young 
readers, it is abfolutely necefflary, and that imme- 
diately too: flatter not yourfelves that fire will not 
fcorch as well as warm, and the longer we ftay within 
its reach, the more we fhall burn. The admiration 
of a beautiful woman, though the wife of our deareft 
friend, may at firft perhaps be innocent; but let us 
not flatter ourfelves it will always remain fo; defire 
is fure to fucceed; and wifhes, hopes, defigns, with 
a Jong train of mifchiefs, tread clofe at our heels. Jn 
affairs of this kind we may moft properly apply the 
well-known remark of nemo repente fuit turpifimus. 
It fares indeed with us on this occafton, as with the 
unwary traveller in fome parts of Arabia the Defart, 
‘whom the treacherous fands imperceptibly betray til 
he is overwhelmed and loft. In both cafes the only 


fafety is by withdrawing our feet the very firft mo- | 


ment we perceive them fliding. 

This digreflion may appear impertinent to fome 
readers; we could not, however, avoid the oppor: 
tunity of offering the above hints; fince of all paf- 
fions there is none againft which we fhould fo ftrongly 
fortify ourfelves as this, whieh is generally called 
Jove: for no other lays before us, efpecially in the 
tumultuous days of youth, fueh fweet, fuch rong, 
and almoft irrefiftible temptations; none hath pro- 
duced in private life fuch fatal and lamentable trage- 
dies; and what is worlt of aJJ, .there is none to whole 
poison and infatuation the beft of minds are fo liable. 
eimbition fcarce ever produces any evil, but when 1¢ 
reigns in cruel and favage bofoms; and Avarice fel- 
dom flourifhes at all but in the bafeft and pooreft. for. 
Love, on the contrary, {pronts ofually up in the richelt 
und noble& minds; but there, unlefs nicely watched, 
pruned, and cultivated, and carefully kept aie . 
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thofe vicious weeds which are too apt to furround it, 
it branches forth into wildnefs and diforder, produces 
nothing defireable, but choaks up and kills whatever 
is good and noble in the mind where it fo abounds, 
In (hort, to drop the allegory, not only tendernefs 
and good-nature, but bravery, generofity, and every 
virtue are often imade the inftruments of effecting 
the moft atrocious purpoies of this all-fubduing ty- 
rant. 


C H A P. I. 


Which will not appear, we prefume, unnatural to aH 
| married readers. : 


“WF the table of poor Rooth afforded but an indif- 

ferent repaft to the Colonel’s hunger, here was 
moflt excellent entertainment of a much higher kind. 
The Colonel began now to wonder within himéelf at 
his not having before difcovered fuch incomparable 
beauty and excellence.’ This wonder was indeed fo 
natural, that left it fhould arife likewife in the reader, 
we thought proper to give the folution of it in the pre- 
ceding chapter. 

During the firft two hours, the.Colonel fearce ever 
had his eyes off from Amelia ; for he was taken by 
furprife, and his heart was gone before he fufpeced 
himfelf to be in any danger. His mind,‘ however,, no 
fooner fuggelted a certain fecret to him, than it fug- 
gefted fome degree of prudence to him at the fame - 
time ; and the knowledge that he had thoughts to 
conceal, and the care of concealing them, had birth 
at one and the fame inftant. During the refidue of 
the day therefore, he grew more circumfpedt, and 
contented himfelf with now and then ftealing a look 
by chance, efpecially as the more than ordinary gra- 
vity of Booth made him fear that his former behaviour 
had betrayed to Booth’s obfervation the great and 
fudden liking he had conceived for his wife, e ven before 
he had obferved it in himfelf. 7 
~ Amelia continued the whole day in the higheft fpi- 
its and higheft good humour imaginable; never once 
emarking tha: appearance of difcontent in sae 
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band, of which the- Colonel had taken notice; fo | 


much more quick-fighted, as we have fomewhere elfe 
hinted, is guilt than innocenee. Whether Booth had 
in reality made any fuch obfervations.on the Colonel’s 
behaviour as he had fufpected, we will not undertake 
to determine ; yet fo far may be material to fay, as 
ave can with futficient certainty, that the change in 
Booth’s behaviour that day froin what was ufual with 
him, was remarkable enough. None of his former 
Vivacity appeared in his converfation ; and bis coun- 
tenance was altered from being the picture of {weetnefs. 
and good humour, not indeed ta fournefs or morofe-. 
ne{s, but to gravity and melancholy. 


Though the Colonel's fufpicion had the effeét which | 


we have mentioned on. his behaviour, yet it could 


not perfuade him to depart. In fhort, he fat in his. 


chair as if confined to it by enchantment, ftealing 
Jooks now and then, and humouring his growing 
paflion, without having command enough over his. 
limes to carry him out of the room, till decency at 
lah forced him to put an end to his prepofterous vifit./ 
When the hufband and wife were left alone together, 
the latter sefumed the fubje& of her children, and gave 
Booth a particular narrative of all that had paffed at 
his lordthip’s, which he, though fomething had certain- 
Jy difconcerted him, affected to receive with all the 
pleafure he could; and this aff ation, however auk: 
wardly he acted his part, paficd very well.on Amelia; 
for the could not well conceive a.difpleafure, of which: 
fhe had not the leaft hint of any caufe ; and indeed,. 
at a time when, from his reconciliation with James. 
fhe imagined her hufband to be entirely and perfectly: 

happy.. my 
The greateft part of that night Booth paft awake;: 
and if during the refadue he might be faid to fleep, 
he could fearce be faid to enjoy repofe ; his.eyes were: 
no fooner clofed, than he was purived and haunted by 
the mott frightful and terrifying dreams, which threw 
him into fo refllefs a condition, that he foon difturbed 
his Amelia, and greatly alarmed: her with apprehen 
fions that he had been feized by fome dreadful dif- 
eafe, though he had not the leat fymptoms of a a 
. ¥ 
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by any extraordinary heat, or any other indication, 
but was rather colder than ufual. . 
As Booth affured his‘wife that he was very well, 
but found no inclination to fleep, fhe likewife bid. 
adieu to her flumbers, and attempted to entertain 
him. with her converfation. Upon which his Lord- 
fhip occurred as the firft topic; and fhe repeated ta 
him all the ftories which fhe had heard from Mrs Ek 
hifon, of the peer’s goodnefs to his fifter and nee. 
phew and niece. ‘ lt is impoffible, my dear,’ fays 
the, * to defcribe their fondnefs for their uncle, which 

‘is tome an inconteftible fign of a parent’s good- 
* nefs.”’”——In this manner fhe ran on for feveral mf- 
nutes, conciuding at Jaft, that it was a pity fo very few 
had fuch generous minds joined to immenie fortunes. 

Booth, inftead of making a. dire&.anfwer to what 
Amelia. had faid, cried coldly, ¢ But do you think, 
* my dear, it was right to accept all thofe expenfive 

toys which the enane brought home? and I-atk 
, you again, what return are we to make for thefe 
obligations ?? 
| _ © Indeed, my dear,’ cries. Amelia, ‘ you fee this 
matter in too ferious a light. Though | am the laft 
perfon in-the world who would leflen his lordfhip’s 
goodnefs, (indeed | fhall always think we are both 
infinitely obliged to him,) yet fure you muft allow 
the expence to be a mere trifle to fuch a vaft fortune. 
- As for return, his own benevolence, in thefffatisfac- 
tion it receives, more than repays itfelf, and lam 
convinced he. expeéts: no other.’ 
© Very well, my dear,’ cries Booth, ‘ you fhall 
have it your way: I muft contefs | never yet faw 
any reafon to blame your di{cernment ; and perhaps 

I have been in the wrong to give myfelf fo much 
uneafinefs on this account.’ | 

“ Uneafinefs, Child!’ faid Amelia eagerly; ‘ Good 
Heavens ! hath this made you uneafy ?” 

¢ 1 do own it hath,’ anfwered Booth, * and it hath 
been the only caufe of breaking my repofe.’ 

‘ Why then I wifh,’ cries Amelia, ‘ all the things 
* had been.at the devil, before ever the children had 
* feen them ; and whatever I may think myielf, [ ira 
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¢ mife you, they fhall never more accept the value of 
‘ a farthing—lf, upon this occafion, I have been the 
* caufe of your uneafinefs, you will do me the juftice 
© to believe that I was totally innocent.’ 

At thofe words Booth caught her in his arms, and 
with the tendereft embrace, emphatically repeating 
the word innocent, cried,—* Heaven forbid I fhould 
« think otherwife. © theu art the beft of creatures: 
« that ever blefled aman.’ 

‘ Well but,’ faid fhe {miling, * do confefs, my dear, 
* the truth; I promife you, 1 won’t blame you nor 
* difefteem you for it; but is not pride realy at the: 
* bottom of this fear of an obl: gation ?? 

‘ Perhaps it may,’ anfwered he, ‘ or if you will, 
‘ you may call it fear. J own I am afraid of obliga- 
* tions as the worft kind of debts; for 1 have gene- 
* rally obferved thofe who confer ‘them, expect to be: 
-© repaid ten thoufand fold,’ 

Here ended all that is material of their difcourfes 
and a little time afterwards, they both fell faft afleep 
in one another’s arms; from which time Booth had 
no more reftleffnefs,. nor any further perturbation in. 
his dreams. 

. Their repofe however had been fo much diftarbed 
in the former part of the night, that as it was very 
Jate before they enjoyed that fweet fleep I have juf 
mentioned, they lay a-bed the next day til noon, 
when they both rofe with the utmoft chearfulnefs; 
and while Amelia beftirred herfelf in the affairs of her 
family, Booth went to vifit the wounded Colonel. 

He found that gentleman fill proceeding very faft 
in his recovery, with which he was more pleafed than 
he had reafon to be with his reception; for the Co- 
lonel received himvery coldly indeed, and when Booth 
told him he had received perfea& fatisfaGtion from his 
brother, Bath erected his head, and anfwered with a 
ineer, * Very well, Sir, if you think thefe matters can 
“be fo made up, d—n me, if it is any bufinefs of 
‘mine. My dignity hath not been injured.’ 

- © No one, I believe,’ cries Booth, ¢ dare injure it.’ 

“ You believe fo 2?’ faid the Colonel, ¢ J think, Sir, 

< nace might be aflured of it; but this, at leaft, you 
‘ may 
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* may be affured of, that if any man did, I would 
‘ tumble him down the precipice of hell, d—n me, 
¢ that you may be affured of.” 

As Booth found the Colonel in this difpofitian, he 
had no great inclination to lengthen out his vifit, nor 
did the Colonel himfelf feem to defire it; fo he foon 
seturned back to his Amelia, whom he found per- 
forming the office of a cook, with as much pleafure ag 
a fine lady generally enjoys in drefling herfelf out for 
a ball. * 


Cc H A P._ IIt. 
In which the hiftory looks a little ree a 


EFORE we proceed farther in our hiftory, we 
fhall recount a fhort fcene to our reader which 
paffed between Amelia and Mrs Ellifon whilft Booth 
was on his vifit to Colonel Bath. We have already 
obferved, that Amelia had. conceived an extraordinary 
affection for Mrs Bennet, which ftill increafed every 
time fhe faw her; fhe thought fhe difcovered fome- 
thing wonderfully goed-and gentle in her countenance 
and difpofition, and was vey defirous of knowing her 
whole hiftory. 

She had a very fhort interview with that lady this 
morning in Mrs Elhfon’s apartment. As foon there- 
fore as Mrs Rennet was gone, Amelia acquainted Mrs 
Ellifon with the good opinion the had conceived of 
her friend, and likewife with her curiofity to know her 
ftory: ‘ for there mutt be fomethin uncommonly good,’ | 
faid fhe, * in one who can fo truly mourn for a huf- 
* band above three years after ‘his death.’ 
© O,’ cries Mrs Ellifon, * to be fure the world muft 
allow her to have been one of the beft of wives. 
And indeed, upon the whole, fhe is a good fort of 
woman; and what I like her the beft for is a {trong 
refemblance that fhe bears to yourfelf in the form 
of her perfon, and ftill more in her voice. But for 
my own part, I know nothing remarkable in her 
fortune, unlefs what I have told you, that fhe was 
the’daughter of a clergyman, had little or no for- 
tune, and married a poor parfon for love, who He . 
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‘ her in the utmoft diftrefs. If you pleafe, I will thew 
« you a letter which the writ to me at that time, though 
« | init upon your promife never to mention it to her; 
* indeed, you will be the firit perfon I ever fhewed it 
‘ to.’ She then opened her {crutore, and taking out 
the letter delivered it to Amelia, faying, ‘ There, Ma- 
‘ dam, is, I believe, as fine a picture of diltrefs as can 
* well be drawn.’ 


«© Dear Madam, aon ; 


«: As I have no other friend on earth but yourfelf 
*¢ T hope you will pardon my writing to you at this 
‘* feafon; though I do not know that you can relieve 
*¢ my diftrefles, or if you can, have I any pretence to 
«| expect that you fhould. My poor dear, O Heavens ! 
“ —-my——lies dead in the houfe; and after | had 
*¢ procured fufficient to bury him, a fet of ruffans 
‘¢ have entered my houfe, feized all I have, have fei- 
“* zed his dear, dear corpfe, and threaten to deny it 
‘s burial. For Heaven’s fake, fend me, at leaft, fome 
* advice; little Tommy flands now by me, crying for 
*¢ bread, which I have not to give him. -—1 can fay no 
“ more than that 1am, Your moft diltreffed huaible 
* fervant, . . 
© M. Bennet.” 


Amelia read the Jetter over twice, and then returm 
ing it, with tears in her eyes, afked how the poor 
creature could poflibly get through fuch diftrefs. 

‘ You may depend upon it, Madam.’ faid Mrs 
Ellifon, * the moment I read this account, | pofted 
away immediately to the Jady. As to the feizing 
the body, that 1 found was a mere bugbear; but 
- all the reft was Hiterally true. I fent immediately 
for the fame gentleman that [ recommended to Mr 
Booth, left. the care of burying the corpfe to him, 
and brought my friend and her little boy immedi- 
ately away to my own houfe, where fhe remained 
fome months in the moft miferable condition: I 
then prevatied with her to retire into.the country, 
and procured her a lodging. with a friend at Se 
Edmundfbury, the air and gaiety of which place by 
degrees recovered her; and fhe retucned in abou 
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© a twelvemonth to town, as well, I think, as fhe is 
* at prefent.’ 
« Jam almoft afraid to afk,’ cries Amelia; ‘ and 
yet I long, methinks, to know what is become of the 
age little boy.’ | 

© He hath been dead,’ faid Mrs Ellifon, ¢ a little 
more than half a year; and the mother lamented 
him at firft almoft as much as fhe did her hufband; 
but I found it indeed rather an eafier matter to com- 
fort her, though I jac up with her near a fortnight 
upon the latter occation.’ | 
«You area good creature,’ faid Amelia, ‘ and I love 
© you dearly” — a 

¢ Alas! Madam,’ cries fne, § what could I have 
¢ done, if it had not becn for the goodnefs of that 
* belt of men, my noble ‘coufin! His Lordthip no 
© fooner heard of the widow’s diftrels from me, than 
« 
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Ke immediately fettled one hundred and fifty pounds . 

a year epee her during her life,’ 

‘« Well! how noble, how generous was that !’ faid 
Amelia. © I declare I begin to love your coufin, Mrs 
* Ellifon.’ 

* And I declare if you do,’ anfwered fhe, * there 
* is no Jove loft, I verily believe; if you had heard 
* what I heard him fay yefterday behind your 
¢ back-’’— 

‘ Why, what did he fay, Mrs Ellifon } > cries 


~~ Amelia. 


* He faid,’? anfwered the oiler, ‘ that you was the 
‘ fineft{ woman his eyes ever beheld.—Ah! it is in ~ 
* vain to with, and yet I cannot help wifhing too.— 
* O Mrs Booth! if you had been a fingle woman, I 
* firmly believe I could have made you the happieft 
€ inthe world. And I fincerely think, I never iaw a 
© woman who deierved it more’? ! 
* Iam obliged to you, Madam,’ cries Amelia, * for 
your good opinion; but | really look on myielf 
already as the happieit woman in the world. Our 
circumitances, it is true, might have been a little 
- more fortunate ; but, O my dear Mrs Ellifon, what 
fortune can be put in the balance —e fuch a huf- 
' band as miue ?? ; 
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‘ Tam afraid, dear Madam,’ anfwered Mrs Ellifon, 
“* you would not hold the {cale fairly.—I acknew- 
“ Jedge, indeed, Mr Booth ts a very pretty gentleman; 
« Heaven forbid | fhould endeavour to lIeffen him in 
‘ your opinion; yet, if I was to be brought to con- 
* feflion, I could not help faying, I fee where the fu- 
* periority lyes, and that the men have more reafon 
‘ toenvy Mr Booth, than the women have to envy 
* his lady.’ 
_ © Nay, I will not bear this,’ replied Amelia, *£ You 
* will forfeit all my love, if you have the leaft difre- 
* {petal opinion of my hufband.—You do not know 
© him, Mrs Elhfon, he is the beft, the kindeft, the 
* worthielt of all his fex. I have obferved indeed once 
¢ or twice before that you have taken fome diflike to 
* him; I cannot conceive for what reafon. If he hath 
¢ faid or done any thing to difoblige you, I am fure 
* IT can jullly acquit him of defign. His extreme 
* vivacity makes him fometimes a little too heedlefs; 
* but, 1 am convinced, a more innocent heart, or 
* one more void of offence, was never in a human 
*. bofom.’ 
‘ Nay, if you grow ferious,’ cries Mrs Ellifon, ¢ I 
* have done. How is it poflible you fhould fufpet I 
* have taken any diflike to a man, to whom I have al- 
“ ays fhewn fo perfe& a regard! but to fay I think 
* ‘him, or almoft any other man in the world, worthy 
* of yourfelf, is not wichin my power with truth. And 
© fince you force the confeflion from me, I declare, I 
* think fuch beauty, fuch fenfe, and fuch goodnefs 
‘ united, might afpire without vanity to the arms of 
‘ any monarch in Europe, — 7 
‘ Alas! my dear Mrs Ellifon,’ anfwered Amelia, 
* do you think happinefs and a crown fo clofely 
¢ united! how many miferable women have tain in 
« the arms of ‘kings !~—Indeed, Mrs Ellifon, if I had 
‘ all the merit you compliment me with, I - fhould 
© think it all fully rewarded with fuch a man as, I 
* thank Heaven, hath‘ fallen to my-lot; nor would [, 
‘ upon my foul, exchange that lot with any queen in 
* the univerfe.’ ; 
© Well, 
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‘ Well, there are enow of our fex,’ faid Mrs Elli- 
fon, ‘to keep you in countenance; but I fhall never 
‘ forget the beginning of a fang of Mr Congreve’s, 

that my hufband was fo fond of, that he was always 
‘ finging it.’ 


‘¢ Love’s but a frailty of the mind, 
“| When ’tis not with ambitiow join’d.” 


‘ Love without intereft makes but an unfavoury difh, in 
¢ my opinion.’ 
« And pray how long hath this been your opinion :” 
faid Amelia, f{miling. 
* Ever fince I was born,’ anfwered Mrs Ellifon, 
* at lealt, ever fince 1 can remember.’ 
« And have you never,’ faid Amelia, ‘deviated from 
this generous way of thinking ?? : 
¢ Never once,’ anfwered the other, § in the whole 
courfe of my life.’ 
© O Mrs Ellifon! Mrs Elhfon! cries - Amelia, 
why do we ever blame thofe who are difingenuous in 
confefling their faults, when We are fo often alhamed 
to own ourfelves in the right. Some women now in 
my fituatjon, would be angry that you had not made 
confidantes of them; but I never dcfire to know 
more of the fecrets of others, than they are pleafed 
to -entrult me with. You mutt believe, however, 
that I fhould not have given you thefe hints of my 
knowing all, if I had difapproved of your choice. 
On the contrary, I affure you, 1 highly approve it. 
The gentility he wants, it will be eafy in your power 
to procure for him; and as for his good qualities, [ 
will myfelf be bound for them; and [ make not the 
leaft doubt, as you have owned to me yourfelf that . 
you have placed your affeAlions on him, you will be 
one of the happieft women in the world.’ 
‘ Upon my honour,’ cries Mrs Ellifon, very grave- 
ly, «I do not underftand one word of what you 
‘ mean.’ 
‘ Upon my hononr, you aftonith me,’ faid Amelia, 
« but I have done.’ | 
* Nay then,’ faid the other, * I infift upon knowing 
* what you mean,’ = 
Z2 ‘ Why, 
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‘ Why, what can I mean,’ anfwered Amelia, * but 

€ your marriage with Serjeant Atkinfon :? 

* With Serjeant Atkinion ?? cries Mrs Ellifon eager- 
ly, ‘ my marriage with a ferjeant !? 

‘ Well, with Mr Atkinfon then, Captain Atkin- 
* fon, if you pleafe; for fo 1 hope to fee*him,’ 

« And have you really no better opinion of me,’ faid 
Mrs Fllifon, * than to imagine me capable of fuch 
* condefcenfion? what have I done, dear Mrs Booth, 
* to deferve to low a place in your efteem? I find, in- 
© deed, as Solomon fays, Women ought to watch the 
© door cf their lips. How litle did | imagine that a 
€ little harmlefs freedom in difcourfe, could perfuade 
‘ any one that I could entertain a ferious intention of 
difgracing thy family! for of a very gocd family 
am [ come, laffure you, Madam, thobgh I now let 
Jods shes. Few of my lodgers, I believe, ever came 
© Ol pettice. 

‘If { have offended you, Madam,’ faid Amelia, 
«Tam very forry, and afk your pardon; but befides 
¢ what] heard from yourtelf, Mr Booth told me.’ 


nan a 


‘O yes,’ anfwered Mrs Ellifon, * Mr Booth, f- 


‘ know, is a very good friend of mine :—Indeed,. I 


‘know you better than to think it conld be your. 


‘own fulpicion.—I am very much obliged to Mr 
* Booth truly !? 

‘ Nay,’ cries Amelia, § the Seryeant himfelf is in 
« fault; for Mr Booth, Iam pofitive, only repeated 
‘ what he had from hii.’ 
‘ Impudent coxcomb!” cries Mrs Ellifon. «I fhall 
know how to keep fuch fellows at'a proper diftance 
for the future—I will tell you, dear Madam, all! that 
happened. When | rofe this morning, I found the 
* feliow waiting in the entry ; and as you had expreffed 
‘ fome regard for him as your fofter-brother, nay, he 
‘ isa very genteel fellow that I mut own, I fcolded 
‘my maid for not {hewing him into my Kittle back- 
¢ 
& 
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room; and then I afked him to walk into the par- 

lour. Could J have imagined he would have con- 

Rrued fuch little civility into an encouragement?’ 

‘ Nay, I will have juftice done to my poor br other 
ss too,’ 
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* too,’ faid Amelia. ‘ I myfelf have feen you give 
¢ him much greater encouragement than that.’ » : 

© Well, perhaps [ have,’ faid Mrs Ellifon. ‘ I have 
¢ been always too unguarded in my {fpeech, and can- 
* not anfwer for all 1 have faid.” She then began to 
change her note, and, with an affected laugh, turn- 
ed all into ridicule; and foon afterwards, the two 
ladies feparated, both in apparent good-humour; and 
Amelia went about thofe domeftic offices, in which Mr 
Booth found her engaged at the end of the preceding 
chapter. 


CHAP. IV. 


\ 


Containing a very extraordinary incident. 


N the afternoon,, Mr Booth, with Amelia ind her 
children, went to refrefh themfelves in the Park. 
The converfation now turned on what paffed in the 
morning with Mrs Ellifon, the latter part of the dia- 
logue, | mean, recorded in the laft chapter. Amelia 
told her hufband, that Mrs Ellifon fo firongly denied 
| all intentions to marry the ferjeant, that fhe had con- 
‘ vinced her the poor fellow was under an error, and 
had miftaken a little too much levity for ferious en- 
couragement ; and concluded, by defiring Booth not 
to jeft with her any more on that fubject. 

Booth burft into a laugh, at what his wife faid. 
¢ My dear creature,’ faid he, ‘ how eafy is thy ho- 
¢ nefty and fimplicity to be impofed on ! how little 
* doft thou guefs at the art and falfehood of women ! 
¢ I knew a young lady, who, againft her father’s con- 
¢ fent, was married to a brother officer of mine. And 
* as I often ufed to walk with her, (for | knew her fa- 
‘ ther intimately well), fhe would of her own accord 

‘ * take frequent occafions to ridicule and vilify her 
6 
« 
€ 
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hufband (for fo he was at the time) and exprefled 
great wonder and indignation at the report which 
fhe allowed to prevail, that fhe fhould condefcend 
ever to look at fuch a fellow, with any other defign, 
than of laughing at, and defpifing him. The mar- 
Tiage afterwards became publicly owned, and the 
lady was reputably brought to bed. Since which, 
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* I have often feen her; nor hath the ever appeared 
‘ to be in the leaft afhamed of what the had formerly 
* faid, thouch., indeed, I believe fhe hates me heartily 
* for having heard it.’ 

- © But for what reafon,’ cries Amelia, * fhould the 
* deny a tac, when fhe muft be fo certain of our diit 
* covering it, and that immediately ?” 

* T cannot anfwer what end fhe may propofe,’ fuid 
Booth. “ Sometimes one would be almoft perfuaded 
¢ that there was a pleafure in lying itfelf. But this [ 
am certain, that { would believe the honeft ferjeant 
on his kare word, fooner than ] would fifty Mrs El- 
jifens on oath. I. am convinced he would not have 
{aid what he did to me, without the flrongeft en- 
ccuragement ; and, I think, after what we have been 
both witnefles to, it requires no great confidence in 
his veracity, to givé him an unlimited credit with 
regard to the lady’s behaviour.’ 

To this Amelia made no reply ; and they difcourfed 
_of other matters during the remainder of a very plea- 
fant walk. 

When they returned home, Amelia was furprifed 
to find an appearance of diforder in her apartment. 
Several of the trinkets, which his lordfhip had given 
the children, lay about the room ; and a {uit of her 
own cloaths, which the had left in her drawers, was 
now difplayed upon the bed. 

She immediately fummoned her little girl up fairs, 
who, as fhe plainly perceived the moment fhe came up 
with a candle, had half cried hereyes out: for though 
the girl had opened the door to them, as it was al- 
moft dark, fhe had not taken any notice of this phe- 
omenon in her countenance. 

_ The girl now fell down upon her knees, and cried, 
o—* For Heaven’s fake, Madam, do not be angry 
« with me. Indeed, I was left alone in the houfe; and 
* hearing fomebody knock at the door, I opened it, 
* Tam ture thinking no harm. I did not know but 
* it might have been you, or my mafter, or Madam 
.* Elliion; and immediately as I did, the rogue burtt 
* in and ran cireétly up ftairs, and what he hath rob- 

* bed you of I cannot tell ; ou I am fore I couse 
: ~ ¢ help 
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‘ help it: for he was a great {winging man, with a 
« piltol in each hand; and, if I had dared to call our, 
€ to be fure he would have killed me. Iam fure I 
* was never in fuch a fright in my born days, where- 
‘ of Lam hardly come to myfelf yet. I believe he is 
¢ fomewhere about the houfe yet ; for I never faw him 
* go out.’ 

Amelia difcovered fome little alarm at this narra- 
tive, but much leis than many other ladies would have 
fhewn: for a fright is, I believe, fome time Jaid hold 
of as an opportunity of difclofing feveral charms ;pe- 
euliar to that occafion; and which, as Mr Addilon 
fays of certain virtues, : 


. ‘¢ (hun the day, and ly concealed 
‘© In the finooth feafons, and the calms of life. ‘d 


Booth having opened the window, and fummoned 
in two chairmen to his affiftance, proceeded to fearch 
the houfe; but all to no purpofe ; the thief was flown, 
though the poor girl, in her fate of ter ror, had not 
feen him efcape. 

But now a circumltance appeared which greatly fur- - 
prited both Booth and Amelia; indeed I believe it will 
have the fame effect on the reader; and this was, that 
the thief had taken nothing with him. He had indeed 
tumbled over all Booth’s and Amelia’s clothes, and the 
children’s toys, but had left all behind him, 

Amelia was fcarce more pleafed than attonifhed at 
this difcovery, and re-examined the girl, affuring her 
of an abfolute pardon, af the confefled.the truth, but 
grievoufly threatening her if fhe was found guilty of 
the lealt faliehood. ‘ As for a thief, child,” tays the, 
* that is certainly not true; you have had fomebody 
¢ with you, to whom you have been fhewin g the things; 
* therefore tell me plainly who it was.’ 

- The girl protelted in the folemneft manner that the 
knew not the perfon; but as to fome circumftances, fhe 
began to vary a little from her fir account, particu- 
Jarly as to the piitols ; concerning which, being {trict- 
Jy examined by Booth, fhe at laft cried,—* To be 
* fure, Sir, he muit have had piitols abou; him.’ And 
initead of perfilting: i in his having rufhed in upcn a 
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fhe now confeffed, that he had afked at the door for 
her matter and mittrefs; and that at his delire. {he had 
fhewn him up ftairs, where he at-firit faid he would 
May till their return home; ‘ but, indeed,’ cried fhe, 
* I thought no harm; for he looked like a gentleman- 
like fort of man. And indeed, fo I thought he 
was for a good while, whereof he fat down and 
behaved himicif very civilly, ull he faw fome of 
matter’s and mi{s’s things upon the cheft of drawers; 
whereof he cried, Hey-day! what’s here? and then 
he fell to tumbling about the things like any mad. 
Then I thirks, thinks J to myfelf, to be fure he is a 
hizhwayman, whereof I did not dare to fpeak to 
him: for } knew Madam Ellifon and her maid was 
gone out, and what could fuch a pocr girl as I do 
again{ft a great ftrong man? and befides, thinks I, 
to be fure he hath got piftols about him, though I 
cannot indeed, (that I will not do for the world) 
take my bible-oath that I faw any; yet to be fure he 
would have foon pulled them out, and fhot me dead, 
if I had ventured to have faid any thing te offend 
| him,’ 
© [know not what to make of this,’ cries Booth 
The poor girl, I verily believe, {peaks to the belt of 
her knowledge. A thief it could not be; for he 
hath not taken the leaft thing; and it is plain he 
had the girl’s watch in his hand. ——-If it had been 
a bailiff, furely he would have ftaid till our return. 
I can conceive no other from the girl’s account, than 
that ic muft have been fome madman.’ 
‘ O good Sir,’ faid the girl, * now you mention it, 
if he was not a thief, to be fure he muft have been a 
madman; for indeed he looked, and behaved him- 
felf too, very much like a madman: for now I re- 
member it, he talked to himfelf, and faid many 
ftrange kind of words, that I did not underftand. 
Indeed, he looked altogether as | have feen people 
in Bedlam: befides, if he was not a madman, what 
good could it do him to throw the things all about 
the room, in fuch amanner? and he faid fomething 
too about my matter, jult before he went down flairs; 
‘ I was in fuch a fright, | capnot remember particue 
| | ‘larly; . 
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larly ; but I am fure they were very ill words; he 
faid he would. do for him, I am fure he faid that, 
and other wicked bad words too, if I could but 
think of them,’ 

‘ Upon my word,’ faid Booth, ‘ this is the molt 
probable conjecture; but ftill l am puzzled to con- 
ceive who it fhould be: for I have no madman to 
my knowledge of my acquaintance; and, it feems, 
as the girl fays, he afked for mé.’ He then turned 
to the child, and afked her if fhe was certain of that 
circumftance. 

The poor maid, after.a little hefitation, anfwered, 
_* Indeed, Sir, [ cannot be very pofitive; for the frighe 
* he threw me into afterwards, drove every thing al- 
© moft out of my mind” con 
¢ Well, whatever he was,’ cries Amelia, ‘I am’ 
glad the confequence is no worfe; but let this be a 
warning to you, little Betty, and teach you to take 
mote care for the future. "If ever you thould be 
left alone in the houfe again, be fure to let no per- 
fons in, without firft locking out at the window, and 
feeing who they are. - I promifed not to chide you 
any more on this occafion, and [will keep my word; 
but it is very plain you defired this perfon to walk 
up into our apartment, which was very wrong in 
eur abfence.’ 

Betty was gping to anfwer—but Amelia would not 
Jet her, faying, ‘ Don’t attempt to excufe yourtelf ; 
« for [ mortally hate a liar, and can forgive any fault 
« fooner than falfehood.’ 

The poor girl then fubmitted; and now Amelia, 
with her affittance, began to replace all things in thetr 
order ; and little Emily, hugging her watch with great 
fondnefs, declared fhe would never part with it any . 
more. 

Thus ended this odd adventure, not entirely to the 
fatisfaion of Booth: for, belides his curiofity, which, 
when-thoroughly roufed, isa very troublefome patlion, 
he had, as is, | believe, ufual with all perfons in his 
circumftances, fevera] doubts and apprehentions of be 
knew not what. Indeed, fear is never more uneasy, 
than when it doth not certainly know its object:- for 
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on fuch occafions the mind is ever employed in raifing 
a thoufand bugbears and phantoms, much more dread- 
ful than any realities, and, like children, when they 
tell tales of hobgoblins, feems induftrious in terrifying 
itfelf. 

C HAP. VY. 


Containing fome matters not very unnatural. 


ATTERS were fcarce fooner reduced into 

order and decency, than a violent knocking 

was heard at the door, fuch indeed as would have per- 

{uaded any one not accuftomed to the found, that the 

meee was returned in the higheit {pring- -tide of his 
ury. 

Inftead, however, of fo difagreeable an appearance, 
a very fine lady prefently came into the room, no other 
indeed than Mrs James herielf; for fhe was refolved 
to fhow Amelia, by the fpecdy_ return of her vifit, 
how unjuft all her accufations had been of any failure 
in the duties of friendfbip; fhe had moreover another 
reajon to accelerate this vifit, and that was, to con- 
gratulate her fricnd on the event of the duel petwect 
Colonel Bath and Mr Booth, 

The lady had fo well profited by Mrs Booth’s re. 
monitrance, that fhe had now no more of that ftiffnefs 
and formality which the bad worn on a former occas 
fion. On the contrary, fhe now behaved with the ut- 
moft freedom and good-humour, and made hertelf fo 
very ugreeable, that Amelia was highly pleafed ane 
delighted with her company. 

An incident happened during this ‘vifit, that may 
appear to fome too inconfiderable in itfelf to be re- 
corded; and yet, as it certainly produced a very ftrong 
confequence in the mind of Mr Booth, we cannot pre 
vail on ourfelves to pafs it by. 

. Little Emily, who was prefent in the room while 
Mrs James was there, as he ftood near that lady, 
happened to be playing with her watch, which fhe 
was fo greatly overjoyed had efcaped tute trom the 
madman. Mrs James, who expreiled great fondnefs 
for the child; defired to fee the watch, which fhe com- 
pends as the pee of the kind the had ever feen. 

Amelia 
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Amelia caught eager hold of this opportunity to 
fpread the praifes of her benefactor. She prefently 
acquainted Mrs James with the donor’s name, and ran 
on with great encomiums on his lordfhip’s goodnefs, 
and particularly on his generofity. To which Mrs 
James. anfwered, * O certainly, Madam, his Lordthip 
* hath univerfally the character of bcing extremely 
‘ generous— where he likes.’ 

In uttering thefe words, fhe laid a very ftrong em- 
phafis on the three Jaft monofyllables, accompanying 
them at the fame time with a very fagacious look, a 
very fignificant leer, and a great flirt with her fan. 

The greateft genius the world hath ever produced, 
obferves, in one of his moft excellent plays, that 
s* Trifles light as air 

“ Are to the jealous confirmations ftrong 
* As proofs of holy writ.” 

That Mr Booth began to be poffeffed by this worft 
of fiends admits,.I think, no longer doubt; for at 
this fpeech of Mrs James, he immediately turned pale, 
_ and from a high degree of chearfulnefs, was all on a 

fudden’ ftruck dumb, fo that he fpoke not another 
word till Mrs James Jeft the room, ‘ 

' The moment that lady drove from the door, Mrs 
Ellifon came up ftairs. She entered the room with a 
Jaugh, and very pientifully rallied both Booth and 
- Amelia concerning the madman, of which fhe had re- 
ceived a full account below ftairs; and at laf atked 
Amelia, if fhe could not guefs who it was; but, with- 
out receiving an anfwer, went on, faying, ‘ For my 
own part, I fancy it muft be fome lover of yours? 
fome perfon that hath feen you, and fo is run mad 
with love. Indeed, I fhould not wonder if all man- 
kind were to do the fame. La! Mr Booth, what 
makes you grave? why, you are as melancholy as if 
you had been robbed in earneft. Upon my word, 
though, to be ferious, it is a ftrange {tory ; and as 
the girl tells it, I know not what to make of it. 
Perhaps it might be fome rogue that intended to rnb 
* the houfe, and his heart failed him; yet, even that 
« would be very extraordinary, What, did you lofe 
* nothing, Madam?’ 
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« Nothing at all,’ anfwered Amelia. ‘* He did not 
© even take the chuld’s watch. 
‘ Well, captain,’ cries Mrs Ellifon, ¢ I hope you 
will take more care of the houfe to-morrow; for 
your lady and I fhall leave you alone to the care of 
it. Here, Madam,’ faid the, * here is a prefent 
from my Lord to us; here are two tickets for the 
maiquerade at Ranelagh, You will be fo charmed 
wich it. It is the tweeteit of all diverfions. 
‘ May I be damned, Madam,’ cries Booth, * if my 
¢ wife fhall go thither.’ 

Mrs Ellilon ftared at thefe words, and, indeed, fe 
did Amelia: for they were fpoke with great vehe- 


ee 


mence. At length the former cried out with an air 


of aitonifhment, § Not let your lady go to Ranelagh, 
Sir. * ; 


‘ No, Madam,’ cries Booth, ¢ I will not let my 


wife go to Ranelagh. . 
* You furprife me,’ cries Mrs Ellifon. * Sure you 
© are not in earneit?? 
* Indeed, Madam,’ returned he, © I am ferioufly 
in earnef{t. And what is more, I am convinced fhe 
would of her own accord refufe to go.’ 
_* Now, Madam, faid Mrs E}lifon, * you are to an- 
© fwer for yourfeif; and 1 will for your hufband, that 
4 if you have a defire to go, he will nor refufe you.’ 
‘hope, Madam,’ anfwered Amelia with great 
gravity, © | fhall never defire to go to any place cone: 
‘ trary to Mr Booth’s inclinations.’ 
“ Did ever mortal hear the like?’ faid Mrs Ellifon : : 
you are enough to fpoil the beft hufband in the 
univerfe. Inclinations! what, is a woman to be go- 
verned then by her hufband’s tnainaens) enoug) 
they are never fo unreafonable ?” i 
‘ Pardon me, Madam,’ faid Ariel: ¢ I will not 
fuppofe Mr Booth’s inclinations ever can be wnrea- 
fonable. Iam very much obliged to you for the 
offer you have made me; but { beg you -will not 
mention it more: for, after what Mr Booth hath 
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“would refufe to go to it.’ 
‘ I thank you, my dear,’ cries Booth, * I do aflure 
2 | you 


declared, if Ranelagh was a heaven upon earth, [. 
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you, you oblige mz beyond my power of expreffion 
by what you fay; but 1 will endeavour to fhew you 
both my fenfibility of fuch gcodneis, and my lafting 
gratwide to It.’ 

* And pray, Sir,’ cries Mrs Ellifon, ¢ what can be 
your objection to your lady’s going to a place, which 
I will venture to fay, ts as reputable as any about 
town, and which is frequented by the beit company ?? 
¢ Pardon me, vood Mrs Ellifon,’ faid Booth: * As 

my wife is fo good to acquieice without knowing 
“my reafons, I am not, I think, obliged to allign 
them to’any other perfon,’ 
¢ Well,’ cries Mrs Ellifon, * if I had been told 
this, I would not have believed it. What, refufe 
your lady an innocent diverfion, and that too when 
you have not the pretence to fay it would coft you 
a farthing ?” 

* Why will you fay any more on this fubject, dear 
Madam? cries Amelia. ‘ All diverfions are to me 
matters of fuch indifference, that the bare inclina- 
tions of any one for whom I have the leaft value, 
would at all times turn the balance of mine. I am 
fure then, after what Mr Booth hath faid-——. 

‘« My dear,’ cried he, taking her up haitily, * I fin- 
cerely afk your pardon, [ {poke inadvertently, and 
in a paffion—l never once thought of controuling 
you—nor ever would.—Nay, I faid in the fame 
breath you would not go; and upon my honour 


¢ I meant nothing more.’ 


< 


‘ My dear,’ faid fhe, * you have no need of ma- 
king any apology. Iam notin the leaft offended, 


¢ and am convinced you will never deny me what I 


€ 


fhall defire.’ 


‘© ‘Try him, try him, Mtadam,’ cries Mrs Ellifon 


* T will be judged by all the women in town, if it is 


¢ 
é 


poilibic for a wife to afk her hufband any thing 
more reafonable. You cannot conceive what 2 


* {weet, charming, elegant, delicious pl ace it is.— 


€ 
€ 


Paradife itizlf can hardly be equal to it.’ 

‘ 1 beg you will excufe me, Madam,’ faid Amelia, 
nay, i intreat you will atk me no more; for be af- 
fured, J muft and will refufe—Do let me defire you 
Vou, X. © Aa ‘ to 
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© to give the ticket to poor Mrs Bennet. I believe -it 
would greatly oblige her.’ 
‘ Pardon me, Madam,’ faid Mrs Ellifon. ‘ If you 
will net accept of it, 1 am not fo diltrefled for want 
of company as to go to fuch a public place with 
all fort of people neither. I am always very glad 
to fee Mrs Bennet at my own houfe, becaufe [ 
look upon her as a very good fort of woman; but 
I don’t chufe to be feen with fuch people: in public 
* places.’ 

Amelia expreffed fome little indignation at this laft 
_fpeech, which fhe declared to be entirely beyond her 
comprehenfion; and foon after Mrs Ellifon, finding 
all her efforts to prevail on Amelia were ineffectual, 
took her leave, giving Mr Booth two or three far« 
caftical words, and a much more farcaltical look at 
her departure. 
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A fcene, in which fome ladies will pofibly think Amelia’s 
conduc? exceptionable. 


OOTH and his wife being left alone, a folemn 
B filence prevailed during a few minutes. At laft 
Amelia, who, though a good woman was yet a human 
creature, taid to her hufband, ‘ Pray, my dear, doin- 
¢ form me, what could put you into fo great a paffion 
when Mrs Ellifon firft offered me the tickets for 
this mafquerade ?” 

‘ [ had rather you would not afk me,’ faid Booth. 
You have obliged me greatly in your ready acqui- 
efcence with my defire, and: you will add greatly to 
the obligation by not enquiring the reafon of it. 
This you may depend tpon, Amelia, that your 
good and happinefs are the great objects of all my 
wifhes, andthe end I propofe in all my aétions. 
This view alone could tempt me to refute you any 
thing, or to conceal any thing from you.’ 

‘ I will appeal to yourfelf,’ anfwered the, ‘ whether 
this be not ufing me too much like a child, and 
whether [ can poflibly help being a litdle offended 


at it.’ ; 
Not 
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‘ Not in the leaft,’ replied he, ‘ I ufed you only 
with the tendernefs of a friend. I would only en- 
deavour to conceal that from you, which [ think 
would give you uneafinefs if you knew. Theie are 
called the pious frauds of friendfhip.’ 

‘ I deteit all frauds,’ fays fhe; * and pions is too 
good an epithet to be joined to fo odious a word. 
You have often, you know, tried thefe frauds with 
no better effect than to teafe and torment me. You 
cannot imagine, my dear, but that I muft have a 
violent defire to know the reafon of words, which, 
J] own, I never expected to have heard. And the 
more you have thewn a reluétance to tell me, the 
more eagerly I have longed to know. Nor can this 
be called a vain curiafity; fince [ feem fo much in-- 
tere(ted in this affair. if, after all this, you ftill in- 
fait on keeping the fecret, I will convince you I am 
not ignorant of the duty of a wife, by my obedi- 
ence; but I cannot help telling you, at the fame time, 
you will make me one of the moit milferable of 
women.’ | 

* That is, cries he, ¢ in other words,” my‘ dear 
Emily, to fay, I will be contented without the fe- 
cret; but { am refolved to have it neverthelefs.’ 

‘ Nay. if you fay fo,” cries the, ‘ 1 am convinced 
| you will tell me—Pofitively, dear Billy, 1 muft and 
‘will know.’ 

< Why then, pofitively,’ fays Booth, ¢ I will telt 
© you. And I think J fhall then. fhew you, that how- 
ever well you may know the duty of a wife, lam 
not always able to behave like a hufband. In a 
word then, my dear, the fecret is no: more than 
this; I am unwilling you fhould receive any mere — 
pr efents from my Lord.” 

* Mercy upon me !” cries fhe, with all the marks of 
aftonifhment—* what, a mafquerade ticket !” 

‘ Yes, my dear,’ cries he, ¢ that is perhaps the 
¢ very worft and moit dangerous’of all. Few men 
« make prefents of thofe tickets to ladies, without. 
* intending to meet them at the place. And what do 
* we know of your companion? To be fincere with 
¢ you, I have not liked her behaviour. for fome time. 

Aaz 7 ¢ Whae. 
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What might be the confequence of going with fach . 


a woman to fuch a place, to meet fuch a perfon, I 


tremble to think—-And now, my dear, [ have told 


you my reafon of refuftng her offer with fome little 
vehbemence, and 1 think I need explain myfelf no 
farther.’ 

¢ You need not indeed, Sir,’ anfwered the. *‘ Good 
Heavens! did I ever expect to hear this! I can ap= 
peal to Heaven, nay, 1 will appeal to yourfelf, Mr 
Booth, if | have ever done any thing to deferve fuch 
a fuspicion. If ever any action of mine, nay, if 


ever any thought had ftained tlre innocence of my 


foul, | could be contented ’ 

‘ How cruelly do you mitake me!’ faid Booth— 
what fufpicion have I ever Thewn ?? 

‘Can you atk it,’ anfwered f{he,.* after what you 
have juft now declared ?’ 

‘ If) have declared any fufpicion of you,’ replied 


he, * or if { ever entertained a thought leading that 
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way, may the wc rit of evils that ever afflicted human 
nature attend me! I know the pure innocence of 
that tetder bofom; | do know it, my lovely angel, 
and adore it. The fnares which might be laid for 
that innocence, were alone the caufe of my appre- 
henfion. I feared what a wicked and voluptuous 
man, refolved to facrifice every thing to the gratife 
cation of a fenfual. appetite with the moft delictous 
repalé, might attempt. If ever | injured the un- 


{potted whitenefs of thy virtue in my imagination, 


muy hell—’ . 
‘ Do not terrify me,’ cries fhe, interrupting him,. 
with fuch imprecations. .O Mr Booth, Mr Booth, 
you muft well know that a woman’s virtue Is always 
her fulficient guard. No hufband, without fufpecting 
that, can fufpect any danger from thofe fnares you 
mention—And why, if you are liable to take fuch 
things into your head, may not your fulpicions fall 
on me, as well as on any other? for fure nothing 
was ever more unjufl, | will not fay ungrateful, 
than the fufpictons which you have bettowed on his 
Lordthip I do folemnly declare, in all the times I 
have {cen the poor man, he hath never once soaks 
fm a * the 
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the Jeaft forwardnefs. His behaviour hath been po- | 
lice, indeed, but rather remarkably diftane than 
otherwife ; particularly when we played at cards. 
together. "T don’t remember he {poke ten: words to 
me al] the evening ; and when I was at his koule, 
though he fhewed the greate(t fondnefs imaginable: 
to the children, he took fo.litile notice of: me, that. 
© a vain woman would have been very Jittle pleafed: 

* with him. And ifhe gave them many prefents, he 

¢ never offered me one. ‘The firit indeed which he 

*- ever offered me was’ that, which you uf that kind. 

« manner forced me to refufe.’ 

‘ All this may be only the effect-of art,. faid Booth. . 
¢-J am convinced he. doth, nay, [ am convinced he. 
‘ muft like yo&; and my good friend James, who 
© perfectly well knows the world; told me,. that his: 
* Jordfhip’s character was that of the molt profule in. 
‘ his pleafures with women; nay, what faid Mrs. 
« James this very evening, * His lord{hip is extremely: 
- pencrous where he likes.” 

* I thall never forget the {fneer with which fhe fpoke: 
¢ thole laft words.’ 

. I am convinced they injure him,’ cries Amelia. 
* As for Mrs James, fhe was always given to be cen-- 
‘- fortous, I remarked it in her long ago, as her greate: 
‘ eft fault. And for the Colonel, I believe he may 
« find faults enow of this kind in: his own bofom,,- 
s without fearching after them among his-neighbours.. 
* J am fure he hath the moft impudent look of all the: 
« men I know ; and I folemnly declare, the very laft 
« time he was here, be put me out of countenance: 
«“ more than once.’ . 

* Colonel James,’ anfwered Booth; ‘may have his- 
¢ faults very probably. I do not leek upon him as. 

‘ a faint, nor do I believe he defires I fhould ; but 
* what intereft could he have in abufing this lord's 
* character to me! or why fhould! queftion his truth, 
¢ when he aflured me that my lord had never done an 

.£ a&-of beneficence in his life, but for the fake of fome 
¢ woman whom he lufted after ?’ 

‘ Then I myfelf can confute him,’ replied Amelia : 

‘ for befides his fervices. to you, which, tor the future, 
| A ay I thall 
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¢ T fhall with to forget, and his kindnefs to my little 


* babes, how inconfitent is the character which James - 


© gives of him, with his lordthip’s behaviour to his 
‘ own nephew and niece, whofe extreme fondnefs of 
‘their uncle fuffictently proclaims his goodnefs te 
‘ them ?——I need not mention al} that 1 have heard 
* from Mrs Ellifon, every word of which J believe : 
‘ for I have great reafon to: think, notwithftanding 
* fome little levity, whtch, to give her her due, the 
‘ fees and condemns in herfelf, the is a very good fort 
© of woman.’ . 

‘ Well, my dear,’ cries Booth, * I may have been 
‘ deceived, and I heartily hope I am fo ; -but in cafes 
* of this nature it is always good to be on the furel 
‘ fide: for, as Congreve fays, . : 


‘¢ The wife too jealous are: fools too fecure.” 


Here Amelia burft into tears, upon which Booth 
rmmediately caught her in his arms, and. endeavour- 
ed to comfort her.—Paffion, however, for a while ob- 
firucted her fpeech, and at laft the cried,—* O Mr 
© Booth, can I. bear to hear the word jealoufy from 
your mouth :? 

« Why, my love,’ faid Booth, ¢ will you fo fatally 
mifunderftand my meaning ? how often fhall I pro- 
teft that it is not of you, but of him that I was jea- 


read alk the moft fecret thoughts of my heart, you 
wonld not fee one faint idea to your difhenour-’ 
‘I don’t mifunderftand you, my dear,’ faid fhe, 
fo much as I am afraid you mifunderftand your 
felf,. What is it you fear ?—you mention not force, 
but fnares. Is not this to confefs at leaft, that you 
have fome doubt of my underflanding? do you then 
really imagine me fo weak as to be cheated of my 
virtue ? am'I to be deceived into an affection fora 
man, before J perceive the leaft inward hint of my 
danger ? no, Mr Booth, believe me, a woman mult 
be a fool indeed, who can have in earneft fuch an 
excufe for her actions. I have not, I think, any 
very high opinion of my judgment: but-fo far [ 
fhall rely upon it, that no man breathing you 
: * Dave 
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lous. If you could look into my breaft, and there — 
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have any fuch defigns as you have apprehended 
without my immediately feeing then; and how [ 
fhould then act, I hope my whole conduct to you 
hath futiciently declared.’ : 

‘ Well, my dear,’ cries Booth, * I beg you will 
mention it no more, if poilible forget it. 1 hope, 
nay, I believe, I have been in the wrong; pray for 
give me.’ | 

‘ I will, I do forgive you, my dear,’ faid fhe, * ik . 
forgivenefs be a proper word tor one whom you 
have rather made milerable than angry; but let me 
entreat you to banith for ever all fuch fufpicions from 
your mind. [| hope Mrs Ellifon hath not difcovered 
the real caufe of your paflion; but, poor woman, 
if fhe had, [ am convinced it would go no farther. 
Oh! Heavens! [ would not for the world it fhould 
reach,his Lordfhip’s ears. You.would Jofe the belt 
friend that ever man had. Nay, I would not for 
his own fake, poor man! for I really believe it 
would affect htm greatly, and [ muft, I cannot help 
having an eiteem for fo'much goodnefs, An elteem 
which by this dear hand,’ faid fhe, taking Booth’s 
hand, and kifling it, ‘ no man alive fhall ever obtain - 
* by making Jove to me.’ 

Booth caught her in his arms, and tenderly embra- 
ced her. After which the reconciliation foon became 
complete; and Booth in the contemplation of his hap- 
pinefs entirely buried all his jealous thoughts. 


C H AP. VII. 


4 chapter in which there is much learning. 
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HE next. morning, whilft Booth was gone to 

take his morning-walk, Amelia went down 

into Mrs Ellifon’s apartment, where, though fhe was 

received with great civility, yet fhe found that lady 

was not at all pleafed with Mr Booth; and by fome 
hints which dropped from her in converfation, Amelia 

very greatly apprehended that Mrs Ellifon had too 
much fufpicion of her hufband’s real unealinefs. For 

_that lady declared very openly, fhe could not help 
perceiving what fort cf man Mr Booth was; ‘ and 

* though | have the greateit regard for you, Madam, 
f= | ° in 
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‘ in the world,’ faid fhe, * yet 1 think myfelf in ho- 
* nour obliged not to impofe on his Lordfhip, who, L 
« know very well, hath conceived his greateft liking 
* to the Captain on my telling. him that he was the 
¢ beft hufband in the world.’ 

Amelia’s fears gave her much difturbance, and when. 
her hufband returned, fhe acquainted him with thems. 
upon. which occafion,. as it was natural, fhe refumed 
a little the topic of their difcourfe-; nor could fhe: 
help cafting, though in very gentle terms, fome flight 
blame on Booth, for having entertained. a fufpicion,. 
which, fhe faid, might in its confequence very poflibly 
prove their ruin, and occafien the lofs of his Lord-. 
fhip’s friend{hip. , 

Boath became highly affetted with what his wife: 
faid, and the more as he had juft received a note from 
Colonel James, informing him, that the Colynel had: 
heard of a vacant company in the regiment which. 
Booth had mentioned to him, and that he had been: 


with his Lordfhip about it, who had promifed to ufe- 


his utmoft intereft to obtain him the command. 

The poor man now expreffed the utmoft concern for: 
his yelterday’s behaviour; faid, He believed the devil: 
had taken the poflefion of him, and coneluded with: 
crying out, * Sure I was born, my deareft creature,. 
* to be your torment.’ 

-Aimelia no fooner faw her. hufband’s diftrefs, than: 
. fhe inftantly forbore whatever might feem likely ta 
aggravate it, and applied herfelf, with all her power,. 
to comfort him. ‘ If you will give me leave to offer 
‘ my advice, my deareft foul,’ faid fhe, * I think all 
might yet be remedied. I think you know me tco. 
well, to fufpe& that the defire of diverfion fhould 
induce me to mention what I am now going to pro- 
pofe. And in that confidence, I will afk: you to 
let me accept my Lord's and Mrs El}lifon’s offer, and 
go to the mafquerade. No matter how hile while 
1 ftay there: if you defire it, I will not be an hour 
from you. I can make an hundred excufes to come 
home; or tell'a real truth, and fay I am tired 
with the place. The bare going will cure every 
thing.’ 
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Amelia had no fooner done fpeaking, than. Booth 
immediately approved her advice, and readily gave 
his confent. He could not however help faying, That 
the fhorter her ftay was there, the more agreeable it 
would be to him: ‘ for you know, my dear,’ faid he, 
< I would never willingly be a moment out of your. 
fight. 

“lh the afternoon Amelia fent to invite Mrs Ellifon. 
to a difh of tea; and Booth undertook to laugh of 
‘all that had. pafled yefterday, in which attempt, the 
abundant good humour of that lady gave him prea 
hopes of fuccefs. 

Mrs Bennet came that afternoon te make a vite, 
and was~almoft an hour with Booth and Amelia, be- 
fore the entry of Mrs Ellifon.. 

Mr Booth had hitherto rather difliked this young 
lady, and had wondered at the pleafure which Ame- 
Nia declared fhe took in her company. This after- 
noon, however, he changed his opinion, and liked her 
almoft as much as his wite had done. She did indeed 
behave at this time with more than ordinary galely ; 
-and good humour gave .a glow to her countenance 
that fet off her features, which were very pretty, te. 
the beft advantage, and leflened the deadnefs that had 
ufually appeared in her complexion. 

But if Booth was now pleafed with Mrs Bennet 
Amelia was ftill more pleafed with her than ever: 
- for when their difcourfe turned on love, Amelia 
difcovered: that her new friend had al] the fame fen- 
timents on that fubject with herfelf. In the courfe 
of their converfation, Booth gave Mrs Bennet a hint 
of wilhing her a good hufband, upon which both the 
Jadies declaimed againit fecond Marriages with equal 
vehemence. 

Upon this occafion, Booth and his wife difcovered 
a talent in their vifitant, to which they had been be- 
fore entirely ftrangers, and for which they both great- 
Jy admired her; and this was, that the lady was a 
good fcholar, in which indeed fhe had the advantage 
of poor Amelia, whofe reading was confined to Eng. 
jifh plays,and poetry; befides which, [ think, fhe nad 
converted oily with the divanity of the great and 
learned 
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learned Dr Barrow, and with the hiftories of the excel- 


lent Bifhop Burnet. 

Amelia delivered herfelf on the fubje& of fecond 
marriages with much eloquence and great good fenfe ; 
but when Mrs Bennet came to give her opinion, the 
{poke in the following manner; ‘I fhall not enter in- 
‘ to the queftion concerning the legality of bigamy. 
Our laws certainly allow it, and {o, I think, doth 
our religion. We are now debating only on the 
decency of it ; and in this light, Lown mylelt as 
ftrenuous an advocate againit it, as any Roman ma- 
tron would have been in thofe ages of the common- 
wealth, when it was held to be infamous. For my 
own part, how great a paradox foever my opinion 
may feem, I folemnly declare, 1 fee but little dif- 
ference between having two hufbands at one time, 
and at feveral times; and of this lL am very confi- 
dent, that the fame degree of love for a firt huf- 
band, which preferves 4 woman in one cafe, wilf 
preferve her in the other. There is one argument, 
.which I fcarce know how to deliver before you, Sir; 
but—if. a woman hath lived with her firft hufband 
without having children,_I think it unpardonable in 
her to. carry barrennefs into a fecond family. On. 
the contrary, if fhe hath children by her firft huf- 
“ band, to give them a fecond father is ftill more un- 
* pardonable.” — 

‘ But fuppofe, Madam,” cries Booth, interrupting: 
her, with a imile, « the fhould have had. chiJdren by- 
‘ her firft hufband, and have loft them.’ 

‘ That is a cafe,’ anfwered ihe, with a figh,. 

* which I did not defire to think of, and, I muft own 
«it, the moft favourable light in which a fecond. 
‘ marriage can be feen. But the fcriptures, as Pe- 
* trarch obferves, rather: fuffer them than commend 
-© them; and St Jerom fpeaks againft them with the. 
< utmolt bitternefs.” ‘ I remember,’ cries Booth, 
{who was willing: either: to. thew his learning, or to 
draw out the lady’s), * a very wife law of. Charondas 
‘ the famous lawgiver of Thurium, by which. men, 
* who married a fecond time, were removed from all 
* public councils: for it was fearce reafonable oe 
- . * pofe,, 
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pofe, that he who was fo great a fool in his own 
family fhould be wife in public affairs, And 
though fecond marriages were permitted among the 
Romans, yet they were at the fame time difcou- 
raged; and thofe Roman widows who refufed them 
were held in high efteem, and honoured with what 
Valerius Maximus calls the Corona Pudicitie. In 
the noble family of Camilli, there was not, in many 


ages, a fingle inftance of this, which Martial calls 
adultery: 


Pa Vr Yor or Vr Sr Vr er | 


‘ Que toties nubit, non nubit ; adultera lege eft.’ 


« True, Sir,’ fays Mrs Bennet, ‘ and Virgil calls 
this a violation of chatlity, and makes Dido- fpeak 
of it with the utmoft deteftation : 


a @ 


© Sed mihi vel tellus optem prius ima dehifeat ; 

* Vel Pater omnipotens adigat me fulmine ad umbras, 
' © Pallentes umbras Erebi, no@emque profundam, 

* Ante, pudor. quam te violo, aut tua jura refolvo.., 
© Tle meos, primum qui me fibi junxit, amores, 

© Lile habeat femper fecum, ferveique fepulchre.’ 


- She repeated theife lines with fo ttrong an empha. 
fis, that fhe almolt frighted 2Amelia out of her wits, 
and not a little ftaggered Booth, who was himfelf no 
contemptible fcholar—He expreffed great admiration 
of the lady’s learning ; upon which fhe faid, it was all 
the fortune given her by her father, and all the dower 
Jeft her by her hufband; and fometimes,’ {faid fhe, 
‘ I am inclined to think | enjoy more pleature trom it, 
$ than if they had beilowed on me what the world 
* would in general call more valuable.’ She then 
took occafion, from the furprife which Booth had af- 
fected to conceive at her repeating Latin with fo good 
‘@ grace, to comment on that great ablurdity (for fo 
fhe termed it) of excluding women from learning; 
for which they were equaliy qualified with the men, 
and in which fo many had made fo notable a pro- 
ficiency ; for a proot of which, fhe mentioned Madam 

Dacier, and many others. , 
Though both Booth and Amelia outwardly con- 
curred with her fentiments, it may be a queition whe- 
ther 
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ther they did pot affént rather out of complaifance, 


than from their real judgment. 


C H A P. VIII. 


Containing fome unaccountable behaviour in Mrs Ellifon 


RS Ellifon made her entrance at the end of 
the_preveding difcourfe. At her firft appear- 
ance fhe put on an unufual degree of formality and re- 
ferve; but when Amelia had acquainted her that the 
defigned to accept the favour intended her, fhe foon 
began to alter the gravity of her mufcles, and pres 
fently fell in with that ridicule which Booth thought 
proper'to throw on his yelterday’s behaviour. 
The converfation now became very lively and phea- 


fant; in which Booth having mentioned the difcourfe - 


that paffed in the laft chapter, and having greatly 
complimented Mrs Bennet’s fpeech on that occafion, 
Mrs Ellifon, who was as ftrenuous an advocate on the 


other fide, began to rally that lady extremely, de- — 


claring it was acertain fign fhe intended to marry 
again foon. ‘ Married ladies,’ cries the, ‘ I believe 
« fometimes think themfelves in earneft in fuch de- 
_ © clarations, though they are oftner perhaps meant as 
* compliments to their hufbands; but when widows 
‘ exclaim loudly againft fecond marriages, I would 
* always lay a wager, that the man, if not the wed- 
‘ ding-day, is abfolutely fixed on.’ 7 
_ Mrs Bennet made very little anfwer to this farcafm. 

Indeed the had {carce opened her lips from the time 


of Mrs Ellifon’s coming iuto the room, and had grown - 


particularly grave.at the mention of the mafquerade. 
Amelia imputed this to her being left out of the par- 
tv, a matter which is often no {mall mortification to 
human pride, and, in a whifper, afked Mrs Ellifon, if 
fhe could not procure a third ticket; to, which fhe re- 
ceived an abfolute negative. : 

During the whole time of Mrs Bennet’s ftay, which 
was above an hour afterwards, fhe remained perfectly 
filent, and looked extremely meiaucholy. This made 
Amelia very uneafy, as fhe concluded the had guefled 
the caufe of hier yexation. {n which opinion {he was 
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the more confirmed from certain looks of no very 
pleafant kind, which Mrs Bennet now «and then cait 
en Mrs Ellifon, and the more than ordinary concern 
that appeared in the former lady’s countenance, when- 
ever the mafquerade was mentioned, and which unfors 
tunately was the principal topic of their defcourfe; for 
Mrs Ellifon gave a very elaborate defcription of the 
ee beauty of the place, and elegance of the diver- 
on. 

When Mrs Bennet was departed, Amelia could not 
help again foliciting Mrs Ellifon for another ticket, 
declaring, fhe was certain Mrs Bennet had a great in- 
clination to go with them; but Mrs Ellifon again ex- 
use herfelf from afking it of his Lordthip; * Befides, 
‘ Madam,’ fays fhe, * it I would go thither with Mrs 
* Bennet, which, I own to you, I don’t chufe, as fhe 
‘as a perfon whom 20 body knows, 1 very much doubt 
whether fhe herfelf would like it; for fhe is a wo- 
man of a very unaccountable turn. AJl her delight 
lies in books; and, as for-public diverfions, I have 
heard her often declare her abhorrence of them.’ 

* What then,’ faid Amelia, * could occafion all that 
gravity from the moment the mafquerade was men- 
tioned 2? 

‘ As to that,’ anfwered the other, * there is no 
guetling. You have feen her altogether as grave 
before naw. She hath had thefe fits of pravity at 
times ever fince the death of her hufband.’ 

* Poor creature!’ cries Amelia, * I heartily pity her. 
For the muft certainly fuffer a great deal on thefe 
* occafions. I declare 1 have taken a ftrange fancy 
‘ ‘to her? : 

‘ Perhaps you would not hke her fo well, if you 
knew her thoroughly, anfwered Mrs Eflifon. * She 
is, upon the whole, but of a whimfical temper; and 
if you will take my opinion, you fhould not culti- 
vate too much intimacy with her. I know you will 
never mention what I fay: but fhe is like fome 
piaures,'which pleafe beft at a diftance.’ 

Amelia did not feem to agree with thefe fentiments, 
and fhe greatly importuned Mrs Ellifon to be more 
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explicit ; but to no purpofe; fhe continued to. give‘ 
only dark hints to Mrs Bennet’s difadvantage; and, 
if ever fhe let drop fomething a little too harfh, the 
failed not immediately to contradi& herfelf, by throw- 
ing fome gentle commendations into the other fcale ; 
fo that her conduct appeared. utterly unaceountable to 
Amelia, and, upon the, whole, fhe knew not whether 
to conclude Mrs Ellifon to be a friend or enemy to 
Mrs Bennet. | 

During this latter converfatton, Bocth was not in 
the room ; for he had: been fummoned down ftairs by 
the ferjeant, who came in to him with news from Mur- 
phy, whom he had met that evening, and who affured 
the ferjeant, that if he was defirous of recovegng 
the debt which ‘he had before pretended to havion 
Booth, he might fhartly have an opportunity: for 
that there was ta be a very flrong petition to the 
board, the next time they fat. Murphy faid further, 
that he need not fear having his mcney; for that to 
his certain know ledge the captain had feveral things of 
great value, and even his children had gold-watches. 

This greatly alarmed Booth, and ftill more, when 
the ferjeant reported to him from Murphy, that all 
thefe things had been feen in his pofleffion within a day 
Jaft pat. He now plainly perceived, as he thought, that 
Murphy him(elf, or one of his emiffaries, had been the 
fuppofed madman; and he now very well accounted 
to himielf in his own mind, for all that bad happened, 
conceiving that the defign was to examine into the 
ftate of his effeéts, and to try whether it was worth his 
creditors while to plunder him by law. 

Ac his return to his apartment, he communicated 
what he had heard to Amelia and Mrs Ellifon, not 
ditguifing his apprehenfions of the enemy’s inten- 
tions; bet Mrs Elifcn endeavoured to laugh him 
out of his fears, calling him faint-hearted, and af- 
furing bim he might depend on her lawyer.—‘ Till 
© you hear from him,’ faid fhe, § you may reft entires 
‘|y contented; for, take my word for it, no danget 
€ can happen te you, of which you will not be timely 
‘ apprifed hy him, And as for the fellow that had 
6 the impudence to come igto your room, if he ie 

‘ fent 
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4 fent on fuch an errandas you mention, i heartily with 
‘ I had been at home; I would have fecured him fafe 
* with a conftable, and have carried him direétly be- 
* fore.Juftice Thrather, I know the Juftice is an ene- 
‘ my to bailiffs on his own account,’ 

This hearteming {peech a little roufed the courage 
of Booth, and fomewhat comforted Amelia, though 
the {pirits of both had been too much hurried, to 
fuffer them either to give or receive much entertain- 
ment that evening; which Mrs Ellifon perceiving, 
foon took her leave, and left this unhappy couple to 
feek relief from flecp, that powerful friend to the di- 
frefled, though, like other powerful friends, he is not 
always ready to give his aflitance to thofe who want 
it mok. 


¢ C H A PP. IX. 


Containing a very firange incident. . owe 


HEN the hufband and wife were alone, they 
: agam talked over the news which the Serjeant 
had brought; on which occafion Amelta did all fhe 
could to conceal her own fears, and to quiet thofe of 
her hufband. At laft the turned the converiation to 
another fubje¢t, and poor Mrs Bennet was brought 
on the carpet. ‘ I fhould be forry,’ cries Amelia, * to 
+ find { had eonceived an affe@ion for a bad woman ; 
and yet J begin to fear Mrs Ellifon knows fome- 
thing of her more than fhe cares to difcover; why 
elfe fhould fhe be unwilling to be feen with her in 
public? befides, | have obferved that Mrs Etlifon hath 
been always backward to introduce her to me, nor 
would ever bring her to my apartment, though [ 
have often defired her. Nay, fhe hath given me 
frequent hints not to cultivate the acquaintance. 
What do you think, my dear?—I thould be very | 
forry to contract an intimacy with a wicked per- 
fon.’ 
‘ Nay, my dear,’ cries Booth, ‘ I know no more 
of her, nor indeed hardly fo much as youfelf. But 
this { think, thatif Mrs Ellifon knows any reafon 
why fhe fhould not have introduced Mrs Bennet in-' 
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* to your company, fhe was very much in the wrong 
* in introducing her inte it.’ 

In difcourfes of this kind they pafled the remainder 
of the evening. In the morning Booth rofe early, 
and going down ftairs received from little Betty a 
fealed note, which contained the following words: 


“« Beware beware, beware, 

«* For I apprehend a dreadful fnare 
** Is laid for virtuous innocence, 

“© Under a fricnd’s falfe pretence.” 


Booth immediately enquired of the girl who brought 
this note, and was told it came by a chairman, who 
having delivered it, departed without faying a word. 

He was extremely tiagcered at what he read, and 
prefently referred the advice to the fame affaiMbn 
which he had received thofe hints from Atkinfon the 
preceding evening; but when he came. to confider 
the words more maturecly, he could not fo well re. 
concile the two laft lines of this poetical epiftle, if %. 
moay fo be called, with any danger which the law 
gave him reafon to.apprehend. Mr Murpby and his 
gang could not well be fa'd to attack his innocence or 


virtue; nor did they attack him under aay colour or — 


pretence of friendthip. 

After much deliberation on this matter, a very 
flrange fufpicion came into his head; and this was, 
that he was betrayed by Mrs Ellifon. He had for 
fome time conceived no very high opinion of that good 
gentlewoman, and he now began to fufpect that the 


was bribed to betray-him. By this means he thought | 


he could belt account for the ftrange appearance of 
the fuppofed madman. And when this conccit cnce 
bad birth in his mind, feveral circumftances nourifhe 
ed and improved it. Among thefe, were her jocofe 
behaviour and raitiery on that occafion, and _ her at- 
tempt to ridicule his fears from the meflaze which the 
Serjeant had brought him. 

This fufpicion was indeed prepofterous, and not at 
all warranted by, or even confifient with the character 
and whole behaviour of Mrs Elifon; but it was the 
only one which at that time fuggelted itfelf to hs 
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mind; and however blameable it might be, it- was 
certainly not unnatural in him to entertain it; for fo 
‘great a torment is anxiety to the human mind, that 
we always endeavour to relieve ourfelves from it, by 
guefles however doubtful and uncertain ; on all which 
occafions diflike and hatred are the fureft gutdes to 
lead our fufpicion to its object. 

When Amelia rofe to breakfaft, Booth produced the 
note which he had received, faying, ‘ My dear, you 
* have fo often blamed me for keeping fecrets from 
* you, and I have fo often indeed endeavoured to con- 
© ceal fecrets of this kind from you with fuch ill fuc- 
* ecefs, that J] think { fhall never more attempt it.” 
A melia read the letter haitily, and feemed not a ,little 
Wcompofed ; then turning to Booth with a very dif- 
eonfolate countenance, fhe faid, ‘ Sure Fortune takes. 
‘ a delight m terrifying us! what can be the mean- 
* ing of this??——Then fixing her eyes attentively on 


@ 


the. paper, fhe perufed it for fome time, till Booth , 


cried, ‘ How is it poflible, my Emily, you can read 
* fuch ftuff patiently ! the verfes are certainly as bad 
* as ever were written.’ ¢ I was trying, my dear,” 
an{wered fhe ‘ to recolleé& the hand; for I will take 


' - © my oath, £ have feen it before, and that very !ately.’ 
And fuddenly the cried out with great emotion, «I re- 


¢ member it perfectly now! It 1s Mrs Bennet’s: hand. 
Mrs Ellifon fhewed me a letter from her but a day 
or two ago. It is a very remarkable hand, and f 
am pofitive it is her’s.’ 


". @&®& @ @ 


mean by the latter part of her caution? fure Mrs 

Ejlifon hath no intention to betray us.” 

¢ t know not what fhe means,’ anfwered Amelia, 

but 1 am refolved to know immediately ; for [ am 
eertain of the hand. By the greateft luck in the 

world, fhe told me yelterday where her lodgings 
were, when fhe preffed me exceedingly to come and 
‘fee her. She lives but a very few doors from us, 
and } will go to her this moment.’ : 

Booth made not the leaft objection to his wife’s de- 
fign. His curiofity was indeed as great as her’s, and 
fo was his impaticace to fatisfy it, tho’. he mentioned 
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‘ If it be her’s,’ cries Booth, * what can fhe poffibly © 
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not this-his impatience to Amelia ; and perhaps it had 
been well for him if he had. 

Amelia therefore preiently equipped herfelf in her 
walking drefs, and leaving her children to the care of 
her hufband, made all poflible hafte te Mrs Bennet’s 
lodgings. 

Amelia waited near five minutes at Mrs Bennet’s 
door, before any one came to open it; at length a 
snaid-fervant appeared, who being afked if Mrs Bene 
net was at home, anf{wered, with fome confufion in her 
countenance, that fhe did not know, ‘ but, Madam,’ 
faid fhe, ‘if you will fend up your name, I[ will go 
* and fee.’ Amelia then told her name, and the 
wench, after ftaying a confiderable time, returned and 

acquainted her, that Mrs Bennet was at home. SMe 
“was then ufhered into a parlour, and told that the 
Jady would wait on her prefently. 

In this parlour Amelia cooled her heels, as the 
phrafe is, near a quarter of an hour. She feemed, in- 
deed, at this time, in the miferable fituation of one of 
thofe poor wretches, who make their morning-vifits 
tothe great, to folicit favours, or perhaps to folicit 
‘ the payment of a debt: for both are alike treated as 
beggars, and the latter fometimes confidered as the 
more troublefome beggars of the two. 

During her ftay here, Amelia obferved the houfe to 
be in great confufion; a great bultle was heard above 
ftairs, and the maid ran up and down feveral times in 
agreathurry, 

At length Mrs Bennet herfelf came in. She was 
greatly difordered in her looks, and had, as the wo- 
men cal] it, huddled on her cloaths in much hafte; 
for in truth, fhe was in bed when Amelia firft came. 
Of this faa the informed her, as the only apology the 
could make for having caufed her to wait fo long for 
her company. 


Amelia very readily accepted her apology, but afk- 


ed her with a fmile, if thefe early hours were ufual 
with her. Mrs Bennet turned as red as fcarlet at the 
queftion, and an{wered, ‘ No indeed, dear Madam, [ 
* am for the moft part, a very early rifer; but I hap- 
‘ pened accidentally to fit up very late laft night. 

‘Jam 
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‘I am fure I had little expectation of your intending 
¢ fuch a favour this morning.’ 

Amelia, looking very ftedfaftly at hev, faid: * Is it 
¢ poflible, Madam, you fhould think fuch a note as this 
“would raife no curiofity in me?’ She then gave her 
the note, afking her, if fhe did not know the hand. 

Mrs Bennet appeared in the utmolt furprife and 
confufion at this initant. Indeed, if Amelia had con- 
ceived but the flighteit fufpicion before, the behaviour 
of the lady would have been a fufficient confirmation 
to her of the truth. She waited not therefore for an 
anfwer; which, indeed, the other feemed in no hafte 
to give; but conjured her, in the moft earneft manner, 
to explain to her the meaning of fo extraordinary an 
a&of friendfhip: * For fo,’ faid fhe, * I efteem it; 
‘ being convinced you mult have fufficient reafon for 
‘ the warning you have given me.’ 

Mrs Bennet, after fome hefitation, anfwered; ¢ I 
* need not, I believe, tell you how much J am furprifed 
* at what you have fhewn me; and the chief reafon 
‘ of my furprife is, how you came to difcover my 
‘hand. Sure, Madam, you have not {hewn it to Mrs 
* Eliifon.’ Lk 
_ Amelia declared fhe had not, but defired fhe would 
queftion her no farther. ‘ What fignifies how I dif- 
* covered it, fince your hand it certainly is 2” 

‘ [ own it is,’ cries Mrs Bennet, recovering her 
fpirits, « and fince you have not fhewn. it to that wo- 
man, 1 am fatisfied. I begin to guefs now whence 
you might have your information; but no matter, [ 
wifh I had never done any thing of which I| ought to 
be more afhamed.—No one can, | think, juitly accufe 
me of acrime on that account; and [| thank Hea- 
ven, my fhame will never be directed by the falle 
Opinion of the world.— Perhaps it was wrong to fhew 
my letter; but when I confider all circumitances, I 
can forgive it.’ 

‘ Since you have gueffed the truth,’ faid Amelia, 
lam not obliged to deny it. She indezd, fhewed 
me your Jetter; but Iam fure you hae not the 
leaft reafon to be athamed of it. Onthe contrary, 
your behaviour on f@ melancholy an occafion was 
| * highly 


aneeauaa a 8® @ @ 


a ae ef af 


28, AM ELTI A. Book VI. 


* highly praife-worthy; and your bearing up under 
© fuch affli€ions, as the Jofs of a hufband in fo dread- 
* ful a fituation, was truly great and heroical.’ 

‘ So Mrs Ellifon then hath fhewn you my4etter 2” 
tries Mrs Bennet eagerly. 

‘ Why, did not you guefs it yourfelf?’ anfwered 
Amelia, ‘ otherwife I am fure I have betrayed my ho- 


me inadvertently into any breach of my promife. 
Did you not affert, and that with an abfolute cer- 
tainty, that you knew fhe had fhewn me your letter, 
and that you was net angry with her for fo doing ?” 
‘Iam fo confufed,’ replied Mrs Bennet, ‘ that £ 
fearce know what I fay; yes, yes, I remember | did 
fay fo—— I with I had no greater reaion to be an- 
gry with her than that.’ 

‘ For Heaven’s fake,’ cries Amelia, * do not delay 
my requeft any longer: what you fay now greatly 
increafes my curiofity ; and my mind will be on the 
rack till you difcover your whole meaning: for I any 
more and more convinced, that fomething of the ut- 
moft importance was the purport of your meflage.’ 

‘ Of the utmoft importance, indeed,’ cries Mrs 
Bennet, * at leaft you will own my apprehenfions were. 
* fuficiently well founded—O gracious Heaven, how 
‘ happy thall I think myfelf, it { fhould have proved 
your prefervation ! I will indeed explain my mean- 
ing; but in order to difclofe all my fears in their 
jut colours, I muf{ unfold my whole hiftory to you. 
Can you have patience, Madam, to liflen to the ftory 
of the moft unfortunate of women ?” | 
Amelia aflured her of the higheft attention; and 
Mrs Bennet {oon after began to relate what is written 
in the feventh book of this hiftory. 


‘ec Se ‘a & & 


e *a ‘rm ~* 


a a ‘en 2 @ 


naa AA 


AMELIA. 


nour in mentioning it. I hope you have not drawn - 


the 


ki t2- b}-— 


—-s - er FS- 


eon on -~ 


A M E LI A. 


B O O K_ VI. 


Cc H A P, I. 


A very fhort chapter, and confequently requiring ne 
: preface. 


RS Bennet having faftened the door, and both 
M the ladies having taken their places, fhe once 
or twice offered to fpeak, when paffion ftopt 
her utterance ; and after a minute’s filence, fhe burft 
into a flood of tears. Upon which, Amelia exprefling 
the utmoft tendernefs for her, as well by her look as by 
her accent, cried,——‘* What can be the reafon, dear 
‘ Madam, of all this emotion /?—* O Mrs Booth,’ an- 
{wered fhe,—* I find I have undertaken what I am not 
* able to perform—You would not wonder at my emo- 
* tion, if you knew you had an adulterefs and a mure 
* derer now ftanding before you.’ 

Amelia turned as pale as death at thefe words, which 
Mrs Bennet obferving, collected all the force fhe was 
able, and a little compofing her countenance, cried, 
* I fee, Madam, | have terrified you with fuch dread 
* ful words ; but I hope you will not think me guilty 
* of thefe crimes in the blackeft degree” * Guilty ¥ 
cries Amelia. ‘ O Heavens!’ ‘ I believe indeed your 
* candour,’ continued Mrs Bennet, ‘* will be readier 
© to acquit me, than I am to acquit myfelf. Indifcre- 
* tion, at leaft, the higheft, moft unpardonable indif- 
“cretion, I fhal} always lay to my own charge ; and 
‘when I reflect on the fatal confequences, 1 can 
* never, never forgive myfelf.’? Here fhe again began 
to lament in fo bittera manner, that Amelia endea- 
voured, as much as fhe could (for fhe was herfelf 
greatly fhocked) to footh and comfort her; telling. 

. her, 
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her, that if indifcretion was her higheft crime,the un- 
happy confequence made her rather an unfortunate 
than a guilty perfon 5 and coneluded by faying, ‘ In- 
‘ deed, Madam, you have raifed my curiolfity to the 
* A ighett pitch, and 1 beg you will proceed with your 
© ftory.’ 

Mrs Bennet then feemed a fecond time going to 
begin her relation, when fhe cried out, * [ would, if 

‘ potlible, tire you with no more of my unfortunate life 
© than jult with that part which leads to a cataftrophe, 
© in which I think you may yourtelf be interelted ; but 
‘I protet I am at a lols where to begin’ 

‘ Begin wherever you pleafe, dear Madam,” cries 
Amelia : ‘but I beg you will confider my icpa- 
‘ tience. * 1 do confer it,’ anfwered Mrs Bennet ; 
* and therefore would begin with that part of my 
© ftory which leads directly to what concerns yourfelf ; 
* for how, indeed, fhould my lite produce any thing 
* worthy your notice !?—-* Do not fay fo, Madam,’ 


erics Auiclia. ¢ I affure you I have long fulpeded | 


a 


tirere were fome very remarkable incidents in your 
life, and have only wanted an opportunity to impart 
to you my defire of hearing them: J beg therefore 
you would make no more apologies.’ ‘J will 
net, Madam,’ cries Mrs Bennet, © and yet I would 
avoid any thing trivial; though, indeed, in {tories 
of diftrefs, eipecially where love is concerned, many 
little incidents may appear trivial to thofe who have 
never felt the pafGon, which to-delicate minds are 
the moft interefting part of the whole.’ ‘ Nay, 
but, dear Madam,’ cries, Amelia, ¢ this is ail pre- 
face’ ——— 
* Well, Madam,’ anfwered Mre Bennet, ‘J wilt 
confider your impatience.’ She then rallied all her 
fpirits i in the beft manner fhe could, and began as is 
written in the next chapter. 

And here poflibly the reader will blame Mrs Ben- 
net for taking her ftory fo far back, and relating fo 
much of her lifein which Amelia had no concern; but 
in truth, fhe was defirous of inculcating a good opinion 
of herfeif, from recounting thofe tran{factions where 
her condu& was unexceptionable, before fhe came to 
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ter. This J really fuppofe to have been her intention! 
for to facrifice the time and patience of Amelia at 
fuch a feafon, to the mere love of talking of herfelf, 
would have been as unpardonable in her, as the bear- 
ing it was in Amelia a proof of the moit perfe@ good- 
breeding. 


C H AP. UL 
The beginning of Mrs Bennet’s hiftory. 


* T WAS the younger of two daughters of a clerzy- 
man in Eilex ; of one in whofe praife, if I fhould 
indulge my fond heart in fpeaking, I think my in- 
vention could not outgo the reality. He was indeed 
well worthy of the cloth he wore; and thar, I think, 
is the higheft character a man can obtain. 
* During the firft part of my life, even till I reached 
my fixteenth year, I can recollect nothing to relate 
to you. All was one long ferene day; in looking 
back upon which, as when we -caft our eyes on a 
calm fea, no objet arifes to my view; all appears 
one fcene of happine!s and tranquillity. 
© On the day, then, when I became fixteen years 
old, muft I begin my hiftory; for on that day I firlt 
taited the bitternefs of forrow. 
‘ My father, befides thofe prefcribed by our reli- 
gion, kept five feftivals every year. Thefe were on his 
wedding-day, and on the birth day of each of his 
little family: on thefe occafions he ufed to invite 
two or three neighbours to his hou‘e, and to indulge 
himfelf, as he faid, in great excefs; for fo he called 
drinking a pint of very finall punch; and, indeed, 
itmight appear excefs to one who on other days 
rarely vafted any liquor ftronger than {mall beer. 
© Upon my unfortunate birth-day, then, when we 
were all in a high degree of mirth, my mother ha- 
ving left the room after dinner, and Raying away 
pretty long, my father fent me to fee for her. ' f 
went according to his orders; but though t fearched 
the whole houle, and called after her- without doors, 
IT could neither ffee nor hear her. I[ was a little 
alarmed at this (though far from fufpecting any great 
mifchief had befallen her), and ran back to acquaint 
5 my 
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¢ my father, who anfwered coolly, (for he was a man 
‘ of the calmeft temper,) ‘ Very well, my dear, I 
« fuppofe fhe is not gone far, and will be here imme- 

«« diately.’ Half an hour or more paft after this, 
‘ when, fhe not returning, my father bimfelf ex- 
* prefled fome furprife at her flay; declaring, it muft 
¢ be fome matter of importance which could detain her 
* at that time from her company. His furprife now 
* increafed every minute; and he began to grow un- 
‘ eafy, and to fhew fufficient fymptoms in his counte- 
« nance of what he felt within. He then difpatched 
¢ the fervant maid to enquire after her miftrefs in the 
¢ parifh; but waited not her return; for fhe was 
* {carce gone out of doors, before he begged leave of 
* his guefts to go himfelf on the fome errand. The 
© company now broke up, and attended my father, _ 
¢ all endeavouring to give him hopes that no mifchief 

¢ had happened. ‘They fearched the whole parifh; 
¢ butin vain: they could neither fee my mother, nor 
¢ hear any news of her. My father returned home in 
a ftate little fhort of diftraction. His friends in 
vain attempted to adminilter either advice or com- 
fort; he threw himfelf on the floor in the moft bitter 
agonies of defpair. oa 
* Whillt he Jay in this condition, my fifter and my- 
¢ felf lying by him, all equally, I believe, and com- . 
‘ pletely miferable, our old fervant maid came into 

‘ the room, and cried ont, her mind mifgave her, that. 
¢ the knew where her miltrefs was. Upon thefe words, 

‘ my father {prung from the floor, and afked her 

‘ eagerly, where? But oh! Mrs Booth, how can 

‘ I deferibe ‘the particulars of a feene to you, the re- 

¢ membrance of which,chills my blood with horror, 

« and which the agonies of my mind, when it palft, 
¢ 
6 
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made all a {cene of confufion! The fac then in fhort 
was this; my mother, who was a moft indulgent 
miftrefs to one fervant, which was all we kept, was 
unwilling, I fuppofe, to difturb her at her dinner; 
and therefore went herfelf to fill her tea-kettle at a 
well, into which, ftretching herfelf too far, as we 
imagine, the water then being very low, fhe fell 
with the tea-kettle in her hand. The miffing this 
gave the poor old wretch the firft hint of her fufpi- 

2 ‘ cion 
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* cion, which, upon examination, was found to be tod 
« well grounded. 

¢ What we all fuffered on this occafion may more 
© eafily be felt than defcribed.’ ‘ Jt may, indeed,’ 
anfwered Amelia, ‘ and | am fo fenfible of it, that 
" © unlefs you have a mind to fee me faint before yout 
~© face, [ beg you will order me fomething; a glafs 
© of water, if you pleafe.’? Mrs Bennet immediately 
complied with her friend’s requeft; a glafs of water 
was brought, and fome harcfhorn drops infufed into it: 
which-Amelia having drank off, declared fhe found her- 
felf much better; and then Mrs Bennet proceeded thus: 
* { will not dwell on a fcene which I fee hath al- 
ready fo much affected your tender heart, and which 
is as difagreeable to me to relate, as it can be to 
you to hear. I will therefore only mention to you 
the behaviour of my father on this occafion, which 
was indeed becoming a philofopher and a Chriltian 
divine. On the day after my mother’s funcral, he 
fent for my filter and myfelf into his room; where, 
after many carefles, and every demontftration of fa- 
therly tendernefs, as well in filence as in words, he. 
began to exhort us to bear with patience the great 
calamity that had befallen us; faying, ‘ That as 
¢* every human accident, how terrible foever, mult 
«* happen to us by Divirie permiffion at leaft, a due 
s¢ fenfe of our duty to our great Creator, mult teach 
** us an abfolute fubmiffion to his will. Not only re- 
s* ligion, but common fenfe muft teach us this; for 
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«© oh! my dear children,’ cries he, ‘ how vain is all . 
«* refiftance, all repining! could tears wafh back — 


** again my angel from the grave, I fhould drain all 
«< the juices of my body through my eyes; but oh, 
*¢ could we fill up that curfed well with our tears, 
*s how fruitlefs would be all our forrow!’—I think 
¢ I repeat you his very words: for the impreflion they 
¢ made on me is never to be obliterated.——He then 
* proceeded to comfort us with the chearful thought 
« that the lofs wasentirely our own, and that my mo- 
* ther was greatly a gainer by the accident which we 
‘ lamented. ‘ I have a wife,’ cries he, ‘ my chil- 
«‘ dren,-and you have a mother now amongtt the 
*‘ heavenly choir: how felfith-therefore is all our 
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grief! how cruel to her are aH our wibhes !’—— In 
this manner he talked to us near half an hour, tho’ 
I muft frankly own to you, his arguments had not 
the immediate: good effect on us which they defer- 
ved: for we retired from him very little the better 
for his exhortations; however, they became every 
day more and more forcible upon our recolleétion ; 
indeed, they were greatly firengthened by his ex- 
ample: for in this, as in al] other initances, he prac- 
tifed the doctrines which he taught. From this day 
he never mentioned my mother more, and foon after 
recovered his ufual chearfulnefs in public; though 
I have reafon to think he paid many a bitter figh in 
private to that remembrance whicu neither philofo- 
phy ner Chriftianity could expunge. . : 


.. © My father’s advice, enforced by his example, to- 
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ether with the kindnefs of fome of our friends, af= 
lifted: by that ableft of all the mental phyficians, time, 
in a few months pretty well reftored my tranquillity, 
when Fortune made a fecond attack on my quiet. 
My fitter, whom I dearly loved, and who as warmly 
returned my affection, had fallen into an ill ftate of 
health fome time before the fatal accident which I 
have reluted. She was indeed at that time fo much 
better, that we had great hopes of her perfect re- 
covery; but the diforder of her mind on that 
dreadful occafion fo affected her body, that fhe pre- 
fently relapfed to her former declining ftate, and 
thence grew continually worfe and cae till, after 
a decay of. near feven months, the followed my poor 
mother to the grave. 

‘ I will not tire you, dear Madam, with repetitions 
of grief; I will only mention two obfervations which 
have occurred to me from reflextons on the two 
loffles I have mentioned. The firit is, that a mind 
once violently hurt, grows, as it were, callous to any 
future impretiions of grief, and is never capable of 
feeling the fame pangs a fecond time. The. other 
obfervation is, that. the arrows of fortune, as well 
as all others, derive their force from the velocity 
with which they are difcharged : for when they ap- 


proach you by flow and perceptible degrees, they 
* have but very little power to do you mifchief. ’ 
: 6 
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« The truth of thefe obfervations I experienced, not 
only in my own heart, but in the behaviour of my 
father, whofe philofophy feemed to gain a complete 
triumph over this latter calamity. 

< Our family was now reduced to two 3 and my fa- 
ther grew extremely foad of me, as if he had now 
conferred an entire ftock of affection on me, that 


had before been divided. His words indeed tefti- | 
fied no lefs: for he daily called me his only darling, 


his whole comfert, his all. He committed the 
charge of his houfe to my care, and gave me the 
name of his little houfe-keeper, an appellation of 
which I was then as proud as any minifter of {tate 
can be of his titles. But though I was very in- 
duftrious in the difcharge of my occupation,‘I did 
not, however, neglect my ftudies, in which | had 
made fo great a proficiency, that I was become a 
pretty “good miftrefs of the Latin language, and 
had made fome progrefs in the Greek. I believe, 
Madam, I have formerly acquainted -you, that 
Jearning was the chief eftate I inherited of my fa- 
ther, in which he had infteuéted me from my earlieft 
youth. 


‘ The kindnefs of this good man had at length wip- | 


ed off the remembrance of all loffes ; and I, during 
two years, led a life of great tranquillity, I think, £ 
might almoft fay of perfec@ happinefs, 

‘ Iwas now in the nineteenth year of my age, 
wher my father’s good fortune removed us from 
the county of Effer into Hampbhire, where a living 
was conferred on him by one of his old fchool-fel- 


lows, of twice the value of what he was before pof- 


fefled of. 

‘ His predeceffor in this new living had died in very 
indifferent circumftances, and had left behind him 
a widow with two fmall children. My father, 
therefure, who, with great economy, had a moft 
generous foyl, bought the whole furniture of the 


parfonage houfe at a very high price ; fome of it . 


indeed he would have wanted ;- for though our 
little habitation in Effex was moft completely fur- 


_ © nithed, yet it bore no proportion to the largenefs of - 
‘ that houfe in which he was now to dwell, 
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‘ His motive, however, to the purchafe was, Iam _ 


convinced, folely generofity; which. appeared fuf- 
ficiently by the price he gave, and may be farther 
inforced by the kindnefs he fhewed the widow in an- 
other inftance: for he afligned her an apartment for 
the ufe of herfelf and her lirtlé family ; which, he 
told her, fhe was welcome to enjoy as long as it fuit- 
ed her convenicncy. | 

‘ As this widow was very young, and generally 
thought to be tolerable pretty, though I own, fhe 
had a caft with her eyes which I never liked, my 
father, you may fuppofe, a@ed from a lefs noble 
principle than 1 have hinted : but | muft in juftice 
acquit him; for thefe kind offers were made her 
before ever he had feen her face; and I have the 
greatelt reafon to think, that, for a long time after 
he had feen her, he beheld her with much indif- 
ference. ae ae 

* This act of my father’s gave me, when I firft beard 
it, great fatisfaction: for I may, at leaft, with the 


modefty of the ancient philofophers, call myfelf a ~ 


lover of generofity ; but when I became acquainted 
with the widow, I was ftill more delighted .with 
what my father had done : for though 1 could not 
agree with thofe who thought her a confummate 
beauty, I muft allow that the was very fully poflef- 
fed of the power of making herfelf agreeable ; and 
this power fhe exerted with fo much fuccefs, with fuch 


indefatigable induitry to oblige, that within three 


months | became inthe highe/t manner pleafed with 
my new acquaintance, and had contra@ed the moft 
fincere friendfhip for her. 
¢ But if | was fo pleafed with the widow, my father 
was by this time enamoured ofher. She had indeed, 
by the moft artful conduét in the world, fo infinuat- 
ed berfelf into his favour, fo intirely tafatuated him, 
that he never fhewed the leait marks of chearfulnefs 
in her abfence, and could, in truth, fcarce bear that 
fhe fhould be ont of his fight. 
‘ She had managed this matter fo well, (O fhe is 
the moft artful of women!) my father’s heart was 
gone belore I ever fufpected it was in danger. The 
difcovery, you may eafily believe, Madam, was not 
: ‘ pleafing. 
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pleafing. The name of a mother-in-law founded 
dreadful in my ears, nor could I bear the thought 
of parting again with a fhare in thofe dear affections, 
of which I had purchafed the whole by the lofs of 
a beloved mother and filter. 

‘ In the frit hurry and diforder of my mind on this 
occafion, | committed a crime of the INighelt kind - 
againtt all the laws of prudence and difcretion. I 
took the young lady herfelf very roundly to tatk, 
treated her defigns on my father as little better than 


. a.defign to commit a theft; and in my paflion, LE 


believe, faid the might be afhamed to think of mar- 
rying a man old enough to be her grandfather : a 
fo im reality he almoit was. 
* The lady, on this occafion, acted finely the are 
of a hypocrite. She affected to be highly affronted 
at my unju(t fufpicions, as fhe called them, and pro- 
ceeded to fugh aileverations of her innocence, that 
the almoft brought me to diicredit the evidence of 
my own eyes and ears. 
‘ My fagher, however, acted much more honellly # 
for he fell the next day into a more violent paflion 
with me than | had ever feen him in before, and 
afked me whether I intended to return his parental 
fondnefs, by afluming the right of controlling his 
inclinations ? with more of the like kind, which 
fully convinced me what had paffed between him 
and the lady, and how little 1 had injured her in 
my fufpicions, 
‘ Hitherto [ frankly own my averfion to this natch 
had been principally on my own account: for | had 
no ul opinion of the woman, though I thoughe 
neither her circumftances, nor my father’s age, pro- 
mifed any kind of felicity from fuch an union; but 
now [ learned fome particulars, which, had not 
our quarrel beceme public in the purifh, | fhould, 
perhaps, have never known. In thort, 1 was in- 
formed that this gentle obliging creature, as fhe 
had at firft appeared to me, had the fpirit of a ti- 
grefs, and was by many believed to have broken the 
heart of her firft hufband. 
* The truth of this matter being confirmed to me 
upon examination, 1 refolved not to fupprefs it. 
Ce2 - ‘ On 
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* On this occafion Fortune feemed ‘to favour me, by 
- ¢-giving mea {peedy opportunity of feeing my father 
* alone and in good humour. He now firft began to 
* open his intended marriage, telling me, that he had 
* formerly had fome religious objeGtions to bigamy, 
* but he had very fully confidered the matter, and 
* had fatisfied himfelf of its legality. He then faith- 
‘ fully promifed me, that no fecond marriage fhould 
‘in the lealt impair his affeGion for me; and con- 
* cluded with the higheft eulogiums on the goodnefs of 
* the widow, protelting that it was her virtues and not 
¢ her perfon with which he was enamoured. 
 * Tnow fell upon my knees before him, .and bath- 
* ing his hand in my tears, which flowed very plenti- 


_ “© fully from my eyes, acquainted him with all { had 


* heard; and was fo very imprudent, I might almoft 
* fay fo cruel, to difclofe the author of my informa- 
* tion. 

‘ My father heard me withont any indication of 
* paflion; and anfwered coldly, that if there was any 
* proof of fuch facts, he fhould decline any further 
‘ thoughts of this match; ‘ But, Child,’ faid he, | 
*¢ though I am far from fufpe@ing the truth of .what 
«* you tell me, as far as regards your Eraebeaat fl yet 
«¢ you know the inclination of the world to flander.” 
‘ However, before we parted, he promifed to make a 
* proper enqui ry into what I had told him.— But | afk 
* your pardon? dear Madam, ‘I am running minutely 
‘ into thole particulars of my life, in which you have 
* not the Jeaft concern.’ 

Amelia topped her friend fhort in her apology, and 
though, perhaps, fhe thought her impertinent enough, 
yet, (fuch was her yood-breeding), fhe gave her many 
aflurances of a curiofity to know every incident of 
her lite which the could remember; after which, Mrs 
Bennet proceeded as in the next chapter. 


CHAP. It 
Continuation of Mrs Bennet’s flory. 
T HIN K, Madam,’ faid Mrs Bennet, ‘ I told 
you my father promiled me to enquire farther. 


into the affair ; but he had hardly time to keep. his 
* word: © 


~ 
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word: for we feparated pretty late in the evening, 


* and early the next penonnng he was “married to the 
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widow. 

¢ But though. he § gave no credit to my information, - 
I had fufficient reafon to think he did not forget it, 
by the refentment which he foon difcovered to both 
‘the perfons whom | had named as my informers. 

‘ Nor was it long before I had good cauie to be- 
lieve, that my father’s new wife was perfedtly well 
acquainted with the gocd opinion 1 had of her, 
not only from her utage of me, but from certain | 
hints, which ‘he threw forth with an air of triumph. 
One day particularly, | remember fhe faid to my fas 
ther, upon his mentioning his age, * O, my dear, 


_ | hope you have many years yet to live; unlefs, in- 


deed, I fhould be fo cruel as to break your heart. 
She {poke thefe words, looking me full in the face; 
and accompanied them with a fneer, ‘in which the 
higheft malice was vifible, under a thin covering of 
affected pleafantry. 
‘ I will not entertain you, Madam, with any ing 
fo common as the cruel ufage of a ftepmother; nor 
of what affe&ted me much more, the unkind beha- 
viour of a father ynder fuch an influence. It fhall 
fuffice only to tell you, that I had the mortification 
to perceive the gradual and daily decreafe of my 
father’s affection. His fmiles were converted into 
frowns; the tender appellations of child, and dear, 
were exchanged for plain Molly, that girl, that 
creature, and fometimes much harder names.” I was 
at firft turned all at once into a cypher, and at laft 
feemed to be confidered as a nuifance in the family.: 
* Thus altered was the man of whom I] gave you 
fuch.a charafer at the entrance 6n my ftory; but, 
alas! he ated no longer from his own excellent 
difpofition ; but was, in every thing, governed and 
directed by my mother in-law. In fac, whenever 
there is great difparity of years between hufband - 
and wife, the younger is, I believe, always poffefed 
of abfolute power over the elder: for fuperftition 
itfelf is a lefs firm fupport of abfolute power than 
dotage. 
¥ But though his ue was fo entitely miftrefs of my — 
* father’s 
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father’s: will, that fhe could make him ufe me ill, 
the could not fo perfeétly fubdue his underftanding, 
as to prevent him from being confcious of fuch ilf 
ufage ; and from this con{cioufnefs he began inve- 
terately to hate me. Of this hatred he gave me 
numberlefs inftances, and, | proteft to you, J know 
not. any other reafon for it than what I have aflign- 
ed; and the canfe, as experience hath convinced me, 
is adequate to the effect. 

* While I was in this. wretched fituation, my fa- 
ther’s unkindnefs having almolt broken my heart, 
he came one day into my roomy with more anger in 
his countenance than I had ever feen; and after bit- 
terly upbraiding me with my undutiful behaviour 
both to himfelf and his worthy confort, he bid me 
pack up my alls, and immediately prepare to quit 
his houfe; at the fame time gave me a letter, and 
told me, that would acquaint me where | might find 
a home; adding, that he doubted not but 1 ex- 
pected, and had indeed folicited the invitation; and 
left me with a declaration that he would have no 
fpies in his family. 

{ The letter, 1 found on opening it, was from my 
father’s own fifter; but before I mention the cone 
tents, I will give you a fhort fketch of her character, 
as it was fomewhat particular. Her perfonal charms 
were not great; for fhe was very tall, very thin, and 
very homely. Of the defeé& of her beauty, the was, 
perhaps, fenfible; her vanity therefore retreated in 
to her mind, where there is no Jooking-glafs, and 
confequently ‘where we can flatter ourfelves with dif- 
covering almoft whatever beauties we pleafe. ‘This 
is an encouraging circumitance; and yet 1 have 
obferved, dear Mrs Booth, that few wom zn ever 
feek thefe comforts from within, till they are ? driven 


¢ to it by defpair of ‘finding any food for their vanity 


4 
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from without. Indeed, -I believe, the firt with of 
our whole fex is to be handfome.’ 


Here both the ladies fixed their eyes on the glafs, 


and both fmiled. | 


€ 


¢ Myaunt, however,’ continued Mrs Bennet, ‘ from 
defpiar of gaining any applaufe this way, had ap- 


¢ plied herfelf entirely to. the contemplation of her 


£ underltanding, 
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underftandmg, and had improved this to fuch a 
pitch, that at the age of fifty, at which the was now 
arrived, fhe had contraéted an hearty contempt for 
much the greater part of both fexes; for the women 
as being ideots, and for the men, as the admirers of 
ideots. ‘That word and fool were almolt conflanily 
in her mouth, and were beitowed with great libera- 
lity among all her acquaintance, 

‘ This lady had fpent one day only at my father’s 
houfe in near two years. [t was about a month be- 
fore his fecond marriage. At her departure the took 
occafion to whifper me her opinion of the widow, 
whom the lied a pretty ideot, and wondered how 
her brother could bear fuch company under his roof; 
for neither (he nor [ had ac that time any fufpicion 
of what afterwards happened. 

« Fhe Jetter which my father had juft received, and 
which was the firft fhe had fent him fince his mare 
riage, was of juch a nature that I fhould be unjuft if 
I blamed him for being offended; fool and ideot 
were both plentifully beftowed in it as well on him- 
felf as on his wife. But what, perhaps, had princi- 
pally offended him, was that part which related to 
me; for after much panegyric on my underftanding, 
and faying he was unworthy of fuch a daughter, the 
confidered his match not only as the highett indif- 
cretion, as it related to himfelf, but asa downright 
a&t of injuftice to me. One expreffion i in it I fhalf 


‘never forget. ‘ You have placed,’ faid the, ‘ a wo- 
¢* man above your daughter, who, in underitanding, 
«* the only valuable gift of Nature, is the lowefi in 
«¢ the whole clafs of pretty ideots.” After much 
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‘. penne plaice with her yrefent invitation. | To 


more of this kind, it concluded with inviting me to 
her houfe. 

‘ I can truly fay, that when I had read the letter, I 
entirely forgave my father’s fufpicion, that I had 
made fome complaints to my aunt of his behaviour : 
for though I] was indeed innocent, there was furely 


.colow enough to fufpeé the contrary. 
. © Though 1 had never been greatly attached to my 
_ aunt, nor indeed had fhe formerly given me a 


‘ reafon for fuch an attachment; yet I was well 


‘ fay 
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fay the truth, I led fo wretched a life where I then 
was, that it was impoflible not to be a gainer by any 
exchange. | 
‘I could not, however, bear the thoughts of 
Jeaving my father with an impreffion on his mind 
againit me which I did not deterve. 1 endeavour- 
ed, therefure, to remove all his fufpicion of my 
having complained to my aunt by the moft earneft 
alleverations of my innocence; but they were all to 
no purpofe. AJ! my tears, all my vows, and all 
my entreaties were truitlels, My new mother tn- 
deed appeared to be my advocate;, but the acted 
her part very poorly, and far from counterfeiting 
any defire of fucceeding in’ my fuit, fhe could not 
conceal the exceflive joy which the felt on the oc- 
cafion. : | | | 
‘ Well, Madam, the next day I departed for my 
aunt’s, where, after a long journey of-forty miles, 
I arrived without having once broke my faft on 
the road: for grief is as capable as food of filling 
the ftomach; and I had too much of the formet 
to. admit-any of the latter. The fatigue of my 
journey, and the agitation of my mind, jomed td 
my fafting, fo overpowered my {fpirits, that when 
I was taken from my horfe, 1] immediately fainted 
away in the arms of the man who heiped me 
from my faddie. My aunt exprefled great alto- 
ni#hmenc at fecing me in this condition, with my 
eves almoft fwollen out of my head with tears; 


a 
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after 1 came to myfclf, pretty well, I believe, 
cured her furprife. She often finiled with a mixture 
of contempt and anger, while fhe was reading tt; 
and having pronounced her brother to be a fool, 
fhe- turned to me, and with as much affability as 
pofible, (for fhe is no great miftrefs of affability) 
faid, * Don’t be uneafy, dear Molly; for you are 
* come to the houfe of a friend; of one who hath 
“« fenfe enough to difcern the author of all the omi- 
*¢ chief: depend upon it, child, 1 will ere long make 
*« fome people afhamed of their folly.” This kind 
* reception gave me fome comfort, my aunt affuring 
* me that fhe would cenyince him how ses hat A 
. ¢ 
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but my father’s letter, which I delivered her foon 
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had actufed me of having made any complaints to 
her. A paper war was now begun between thete 
two, which not only fixed an irreconcileable hatred 
between them, but confirmed my father’s difplea- 
fure againt me, and in the end, -I believe, did me 
no fervice with my aunt: for I was confidered by 
both as the caule of their diflenfion; though in 
fact, my ftep-mother, who very well knew the afs 
fection my aunt had for her, had long fince done 
her bufinefs with my father; and as for my aunt’s 
affection towards him, it had been abating feveral 
years, from an apprehenfion that he did not pay fuf- 
ficient deference to her underftanding. 

« I had lived about half a year with my aunt, 
when I heard of my &ep-mother’s being delivered © 
of a boy, and, the great joy my father exprefled 
on that occafion; but, poor man, he lived not 
long. to enjoy his happinefs; for within a month 
afterwards I had the melancholy news of his death. 

* Notwithitanding all the difobligations | had lately 
received from him, I was fincerely afflited at my 
lofs of him. AJ! his kindnefs to me in tiny infancy, 
all his kindnefs to me while I was growing up, re- 
curred to my memory, .raifed a thoniand tender, 
melancholy ideas, and totally obliterated all thougits 
of his latter behaviour, for which I made alfo every 
allowance and every excufe inmy power, 

* But what may perhaps appear more extraordi- 
nary, my aunt began foon to fpeak of bim with 
concern, She faid he had tome underftanding for- 
merly, though his paflion for that vile woman had. 
in a great meafure obfcured it; and one day when 
fhe was in an ill humour with me, fhe had the 
crnelty to throw out a hint, that fhe had never 
quarrelled with her brother, if it had not been on 
my account. 

‘ My father during his life had allowed my aunt 
very handfomely for my board; for generofity was 
too deeply riveted in his nature to be plucked out 
by all the power of his wife. So far, however, fhe 
prevailed, that though he died pofleffled of upwards 
of.2000 /. he left me no more than 100/, which, 
2 \ ‘ ag 
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¢ as he expreffed in his will, was to fet me up in fome 
¢ bufinefs, if [ had the grace to take to any. 

‘ Hitherto my aunt had in general treated me 
with fome degree of affection; but her behaviour 
began now to be changed, She foon took an op- 
portunity of giving me to underftand, that her for- 
tune was infufficient to keep me: and as I could 
not live on the intereft of my own, it was high time 
‘for me to contider about going into the world. She 
added, that her brother having mentioned my fet- 
ting up in fome bufinefs, in his will, was very fooltth; 
that I had been bred to nothing; and befides, 
that the fum was too trifling to fet me up.in any 
way of reputation; fhe defired me therefore to think 
of immediately going into fervice. ys 

‘ This advice was perhaps right enough, and I 
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but I was at that time in an ill ftate of health; 
defired her therefore to let me ftay with her, till my 
legacy, which was not to be paid till a year after my 
father’s death, was due; and I then promifed to 
fatisfy her for my board; to which fhe readily 
confented. | 
* And now, Madam,’ faid Mrs Bennet, fighing, ‘I 
-am going to open to you thofe matters which lead 
directly to that great cataftrophe of my life, which 
hath occafioned my giving you this trouble, and of 
_ tiring your patience in this manner.’ 
Amelia, notwithftanding her impatience, made a 
very civil anfwer to this; and then Mrs Bennet pro- 
ceeded to relate what is written in the next chapter. | 


C H A P. IV. ,; 


Further Continuation. 


aeaaiAa8a a An A 


ae! 


H E curate of the parifh where my aunt dwelt, 
was a young fellow of about four and twenty. 
He had been left an orphan in his infancy, and en- 


nefs to take care of his education, both at {chool 
and at the univerfity. As the young gentleman 
was intended for the church, his uncle, though he 
had two daughters of his own, and no very large 

2 _ © fortune, 
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told her I was very ready to do as fhe directed me; — 


tirely unprovided for; when an uncle had the good: 
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fortune, purchafed for him the next prefentation of 
a living of near 2oo |. a-year. The incumbent, at 
the time of the purchafe, was under the age of fixty, 
and in apparent good health; notwithitanding which 
he died foon after the bargain, and long before the 
nephew was capable of orders; fo that the uncle 
was obliged to give the living to a clergyman, to 
hold it till the young man came of proper age. 

¢ The young gentleman had not attained his pro- 
per age of taking orders, when he had the misfor- 
tune to lofe his uncle and only friend; who think- 
ing he had fufficiently provided for his nephew by 
the purchafe of his fiving, confidered him no far- 
ther in his will, but divided all the fortune of which 
he died poflefled, between his two daughters; re- 
commending it to them, however, on his death-bed, 
to affift their coufin with money fufficient to keep 
him at the univerfity, till he fhould be capable of 
ordination. 

‘ But as no appointment of this kind was in the 
will, the young ladies, who received about 20009 1. 
each, thought proper to difregard the lait words of 
‘their father: for befides that both of them were 
‘extremely tenacious of their money, they were great 
enemies to their coufin, on account of their father’s 
kindneis to him, and thought proper to let him 
know that theyghougnt he had robbed them of too 
much already. | 

* The poor young fellow was now greatly diftreffed : 
for he had yet above a year to‘ttay atthe univerfity, 
without any vifible means of fultaining himfelf 
there. | 
‘ In this diftrefs, however, he met with a friend, 
who had the good-nature to lend him the fum of 
twenty pounds, for which he only accepted his bund 
for forty, and which was to be paid within a year 
after his being poileifed of his living ; that is, with- 
in a year after his becoming qualified to hold it. 

* With this fmall fum thus hardly obtained, the 
poor gentleman made a fhift to ftruggle with all 
difficulties, till he became of due age to take upon 
himfelf the character of a deacon. He then re- 
paired to that clergyman to whom his uncle bad 
Vor. X. Dd a * given 
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given the living'upon the conditions above-mention- 
ed,-to procure a title to ordination; but: this, to 
his great furprife and mortification, was abfolutely 
refuled him. . 


‘ The immediate difappointment did not hurt him © 


fo much as the conclufion he drew from it: for 
he could have but little hopes, that the man who 
could have the cruelty to refufe him a title, would 
vouchfafe afterwards to deliver up to him a living 
of fo confiderable a value; nor was it long before 
this worthy incumbent told him plainly, that he 
valued his uncle’s favours at too high a rate to part 
with them to any one; nay, he pretended fcruples 
of confcience, and faid, that if he -had made any 
flight promifes, which he did not now well remem- 
ber, they were wicked and void; that he looked 
upon himfelt as married to his parifh, and he could 


no more give it up, than he could give up his wife, ; 


without fin. 
‘ The poor young feNow was now obliged to feek 
farther for a title, which at length he obtained from 
the rector of the parifk where my aunt lived. 
‘ He had not long been fettled in the curacy, be- 
fore an intimate acquaintance grew between him 
and my aunt: foe fhe was a great admirer of the 
clergy, and ufed frequently to fay they were the on- 
ly converfable creatures in the country. 
‘ The firft time fhe was in this gentleman’s com- 
pany was-at a neighbour’s chriltening, where fhe 
ftood god-mother. Here fhe difplayed her whote 
little ftock of knowledge, in order to captivate Mr 
Bennet (I fuppofe, Madam, you already guefs that 
to have been his name), and before they parted, 
gave him a very [trong invitation to her houfe. 
‘ Not a word padled at this chriftening between 
Mr Bennet and myfelf; but our eyes were not 
unemployed. Here, Madam, I firft felt a pleafing 
kind of confufion, which [ know not how to de- 
fcribe. I felt.a kind of uneafinefs ;- yet did not 
with to be without it. I longed to be alone; yet 
dreaded the hour of parting. I could not keep my 
eyes off from the object which caufed my confufion, 
and which I was at once afraid of and sare 
. @ ©: Withe 
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with.—But why do } attempt to defcribe my fitu- 
ation to one who mult, | am fure, have felt the 
fame?’ 

Amelia fmiled, and Mrs Bennet went on thus : 
O, Mrs Booth, had you feen the perform of whonr 
I am now fpeaking, you would not condemn the 
fauddennefs of my love. Nay, indeed, 1 had feen 
him there before, though this was the firft time £ 
had ever heard. the mufic of his voice.—-—O ! tt was 
the {weetelt that ever was heard ! | ; 
‘ ‘Mr Bennet came to vifit my aunt the very next 
day. She imputed this refpectful halte to the power- 
ful charms of her underttanding, and refolved to 
jofe no opportunity in improving the opinion which 
fhe imagined he had conceived of her. She became | 
by this defire quite ridiculous, and ran into. abiurdi- 
ties and gallimatias fcarce credible. 

« Mr Bennet, as I afterwards found, faw her in 
the fame light with myfelf; but as he was a very 
fenfible and well-bred man, he fo well concealed 
his opinion from us both, that [ was almolt angry, 
and fhe was pleafed even to raptures, declaring her- 
felf charmed with his underftanding; though indeed 
be had faid very little ; but 1 believe he heard him- 
felf into her good opinion, while he gazed himfelf 
into love. - 

‘« The two firft vifits which Mr Bennet made -to 
my aunt, though I was in the room all the time, 
I never fpoke a word; but on the third, on fome 
ah ia which arofe between them, Mr Bennet 
referred himfelf to me. I took his fide of the 
queftion, as indeed I muft to have done juttice, and 
repeated two or three words of Latin. My aunt 
reddened at this, and exprefled great difdain of my 
opinion, declaring fhe was attoniflied that a man of 


‘Mr Bennet’s underttandig could appeal to the 


judgment of a filly girl; is the, fatd: my aunt, brid- 
ling herfelf, fit to decide between us? Mr Kennet 
{poke very favourably of what I had faid; upom 
which my aunt burft almolt into a rage, treated me 
with downright fcurrility, called me conceited fool, | 
abufed my poor father for having taught me Latin, 
which, fhe faid, had made me a downright coxcomb,. 
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, of his, atalmoft any price. : 


and made me prefer myfelf to thofe who were a hun- 
dred {times my fuperiors in knowledge. She then 
fell foul on the learned Janguages, declared they 
were totally ufelefs, and concluded that fhe had read 
all that was worth reading, though fhe thanked Hea 
ven the underftood no language but her own. 

© Before the end of his vifit,; Mr Bennet reconciled 
himfelf very well to my aunt, which, indeed, was no 
dificult tafk for him to accomplitfh; but from that 
hour fhe conceived a hatred and rancour towards me, 
which I could never appeafe. 
‘-My aunt had, from my firft coming into her 
houfe, exprefled great diflike to my learning. In 
plain truth, fhe envied me that advantage. This 
envy ] had long ago difcovered ; and had taken 
great pains to fmother it, carefully avoiding ever to 
mention a Latin word in her prefence, and always 
fubmitting to her authority ; for indeed I deipifed 


her ignorance too much to difpute with her. By 


thefe means I had pretty well fucceeded, and we 
lived tolerably together But the affront paid to 
her underftanding by Mr Bennet in my favour was 
an injury never to be forgiven to me. She took me 
feverely to tafk that very evening, and reminded me 
of going to fervice, in fuch earneft terms, as almoft 


amounted to literally turning me out of doors ; ad- 


vifing me, in the moft infulting manner, to keep 
my Latin to myfelf; which, fhe faid, was utetefs to. 
any one; but ridiculous, when pretended to by a 
fervant. ; 

* The next vifit Mr Bennet made at our houfe, I 
was not fuffered to be prefent. This was much the 
fhorteft of all his vifits; and when he went away, 
he left, my aunt in a worfe humour than ever I had 
feen her. The whole was difcharged on me in the 


_ ufual manner, by upbraiding me-with my learning, 


conceit, and poverty ; reminding me of obligations, 
and infifting on my going immediately to fervice. 
With all this I was greatly pleafed, as it aflured me, 
that Mr Bennet had faid fomething to her in my fa- 
vour; and I would have purchafed a kind expreffion 
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« I thould fearce, however, have been fo fanguire 
as to draw this conclufion, had‘I not received tome 
hints, that I had not unhappily placed my affections 
@n a man who made me noreturn: for thouzh he 
had fcarce addretled a dozen fentences to me (for, 
indeed, he had no opportunity) yet his eyes had re- 
vealed certain fecrets to mine, with which | was not 
dilpleafed. 
‘ I remained, however, in a ftate of anxiety near 
a month; fometimes pleafing myfelf with thinking: 
Mr Bennet’s heart was in the fame fituation with 
My ouwn; fometimes doubting that my wifhes had. 
flattered and deceived me; and not in the Jealt 
queftioning that my aunt was. my rival: for £ 
thought no woman could be proof. againft the 
charms that had fubdued.me. Indeed, Mrs Booth, 
he was a charming young fellow ;. I mut, { molt. 
pay this tribute to his memory —O ‘ gracious Hea- 
* ven, why, why did I ever fee him! why was [£ 
* doomed to fuch mifery !'—Here the burit into a 
flood of tears, and remained. incapable of {peech for- 
fome time; during. which, the gentle Amelia endea-- 
voured all fhe could to footh her; and gave fuffi- 
cient marks of fympathizing. in. the tender affliction of. 
her friend. 

Mrs Bennet, at length, recovered her fpirits, and: 
Rroceeded as in the next chapter. 


C HA P. V2. 
The fiory of Mrs. Bennet continued. 


SCARCE know-where I left off—Oh! I way, 
‘ 1 think, tellmg you, that I efteemed my aunt ae: 
¢- my rival; and it is not ‘eafy to conceive- a. greater: 
«- degree of deteflation.than.I had for her; and whae. 
¢ may, perhaps, appear ftrange, as fhe daily. grew more: 
‘- and more cival to me, my. hatred increaled with ber- 
¢ 
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civility; for | imputed it all to her triumph over: 

~me, and to her having fecured, beyond all appre-- 
- henfion, the heart I longed for 

¢ How was I furprifed, when one day, with as much: 

¢- ae humour as fhe was miitrefs of, (for her. coun 

* tenance was not very pleafing), the alked me, how 

Ded 3 © I liked: 
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¢ | liked Mr Bennet? The queftion, you will believe, : 


¢ Madam, threw me into great confufion; which fhe 
‘ plainly perceived, and without waiting for my an- 
¢ {wer, told me, fhe was very well fatistted; for that 
‘it did not require her difcernment to read my 
‘thoughts in my countenance.” ‘ Well, child,’ 
§ faid the, *« I have fufpedied this a great while, and 
** | believe it will pleafe you tg know, that I yefter- 
** day made the fame difcovery in your lover.’ This, 
* I confefs to you, was more than I could well bear, 
* amd | begged her to fay no more to me at this time 
‘on that fubje& ’—* Nay, child,’ anfwered fhe, 
** I muft tell you all, or I fhould not a& a friendly 
‘* part. Mr Bennet, I am convinced, hath a paflion 
** for you ; but it isa paffion which I¢hink you thould 
-S€ not encourage. For, to be plain with you, | fear 
** he is in love with your perfon only. Now this is a 
% Jove, child, which cannot produee that rational 
*¢ happinefs which a woman of fenie ought to ex- 
** pect.'—In fhort, fhe ran on with a great deal of 
* ftuff, about rational happinefs, and women of fenfe, 
* and concluded with affuring me, that, after the 
« ftri€telt {crutiny, fhe cowld not find that Mr Bennet 
* had an adequate opinion of my underttanding; 
“ upon which fhe vouchfafed to make me many come 
* pliments, But mixed with feveral farcafms concern- 
‘ ing my learning. . 

‘ | hope, Madam, however,’ faid fhe to Amelia, 

* you have not: fo bad an opinion of my capacty, 
‘ as to imagine me dull enough to be offended with 
‘Mr Bennet’s fentiments; for which I prefently 
‘ knew fo well to account. I was, indeed, charmed 
* with his ingenuity, who had difcovered, perhaps, 
* the only way of reconciling my aunt to thofe in- 
* clinations, which | now affured myfelf he had for 
* me. 

‘ I was not long left to fupport my hopes by my 
¥ fagacity. He foon found an opportunity of decla- 
* ring his paffion. He did this in fo forcible, though 
_ © geutle, a manner, with fuch a profufion of feryeacy 
* and tendernefs at once, that his love, like a torrent, 
* bore every thing before it; and I am almoft atha- 
* med to owa to you, how very Joon he prevailed up- 
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‘on me to—to—in fhort, to be an honeft woman, and 
to confefs to him the plain truth. 

‘ When we were upon a good footing together, 
he gave me a bong relation. of what had pailed at 
feveral interviews with my aunt, at which | had 
not been prefent. He faid, he had dif{covered, that 
as fhe valued herfelf chiefly on her underftandixg, 
"fo fhe was extremely jealous of mine, and hated 
me on. account of my learning. ‘That as he had 
loved me patfionately from his firft feeiag me, and 
had thought of nothing from that time, but of | 
throwing himfelf at my feet, he faw no way fo open 
to propitiate my aunt as that which he had taken, 
by commending my beauty; a perfection to which 
‘fhe had long refigned all claim, at the expence of 
my underftanding, in which he lamented my de- 
ficiency to a degree almolt of ridicule. This he 
imputed’ chiefly to my learning; on this occafion 
he advanced a fentiment, which fo pleafed my aunt 
that fhe thought proper to make it her own; for 
I heard it afterwards more than once from ber own 
mouth. Learning; he faid, had the fame effect on 
the mind, that {trong liquors have on,the conttitu- 
tion; both tending to eradicate all our natural fire 
and energy. His flattery bad made fuch a dupe of 
my aunt, that fhe affented, without the leaft fufpt- 
cion of his fincerity, to all he faid; fo fure is. vanity 
to weaken every fortrefs of the underftanding, and 
to betray us to every attack of the enemy. 

* You will believe, Madam, that 1 readily forgave 
him all he had faid, not only from that motive which 
I have mentioned, but as 1 was affured he had {poke 
the reverfe of his real fentiments. I was not, how- 
ever, quite fo well pleafed with my aunt, who be- 
gan to treat me as. ff I was really an ideot. Her 
contempt, I own, a little piqued me; and I could 
not help often exprefling my refentment, when we 
were alone together, to Mr Bennet; who never 
failed to gratify me, by making ber conceit the 
fubject of his wit; a talent which he poffeffed in the 
moft extraordinary degree. 


_ £ This proved of very fatal confequence: for one 


¢ day, 
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day, while we were enjoying ourfelves in a very 


thick arbour in the garden, my aunt ftole upon us 
unobferved, and overheard our whole converfation. 
I with, my dear, you underftood Latin, that I might 
repeat you a fentence, in which the rage of a tigrefs 
that hath loft her young, is defcribed. No Englifht 
poet, as I remember, hath come upto jit: nor am 
1 myfelf equal. to the undertaking. She burft in 
upon us, open-mouthed, and after dicharging every 
abufive word almoft, in:the only language the un 


deritood, on poor Mr Bennet, turned us both out of* 


doors. declaring, fhe would fend my rags after me,. 
but would never more permit me to. fet my foot with 
in her threfhold. 

* Confider, dear Madam, te what a Histchied con» 
dition we were now reduced. I had not yet received. 
the fmall legacy left me by. my father; nor was Mr 
Bennet matter of five pounds in the whole world. 

‘ In this fituation, the man. 1 doated on to diltrace- 
tion bad but little difficulty to perfuade me to a pros 


pofal, which, indeed, I thought generous in him-to: | 


make; as it feemed. to proceed from that tendernefs 
for my reputation to which he afcribed it: indeed,. 
it could proceed from no motive with which I fhould 


have been difpleafed.—In.a word, within two days. 


we w:.re min.and wife. 


‘ Mr Bennet now declared himfelf the happieft of 


men; and for my part, IJ fincerely declare, I envied 


no woman upon earth.—How little, alas! did L | 


then know,,. or fufpect the price I was to pay for all: 
my joys.—A match of real Jove is, indeed, truly paras. 
dife; and fuch perfeé happinefs’feems to be the for». 
hidden fruit to mortals, which we are to lament sacl 
ving tafted' during the reft. of our hves. 

‘The firft uneafinefs which attacked us after our 


marriage was on my aunt’s account. It was very 


difagreeable to live under the nofe of fo near a 
relation, who did not acknowledge us; but, on 


‘the contrary, was ever doing us alk the ill turns in 


her power; and making a. party agatnft‘us in the 
parith, which is always eafy enough to do among 


the vulgar, againft perfons who are their fupervors. - 
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«-in rank, and, at the fame time, their inferiors in 
< fortune. This made Mer Bennet think of procu- 
* ring an exchange, tn which ‘intention he was foon 
« after confirmed by the arrival of the rector. It 
« was the rector’s cultom to fpend three months every 
« year at his living; for which purpofe he  referved 
“an apartment in his parfonage-houfe, which was, 
€ full large enough for two fuch little famatlies as then 
occupied it: we, at firft, promifed ourfelves. fome 
little convenience from his boarding with us; and 
Mr Bennet began to lay afide his thoughts of lea- 
ving his curacy, at leaft for fome time. But thefe 
golden ideas prefently vanifhed; for though we both 
ufed our utmoft endeavours to pleafe him, we foon 
found the impoffibility of fucceeding. He was, 
indeed, to give you his character in a word, the 
moft peevilh of mortals. This tempes, notwitha 
ftanding that he was both a good and a pious man, 
< made his company fo infufferable, that nothing 
< could compenfate it. If his breakfaft was not ready 
“< to a moment, if a difh of meat was too much or 
too little done ; in fhort, if any thing failed of ex- 
‘adtly hitting his tafte, he was fure to be out of ‘hu- 
mour ali that day; fo that, indeed, he was fcarce 
ever in a good temper a whole day together: for | 
« Fortune feems to take a delight in thwarting this 
© kind of dilpofition, to which human. life, with its. 
¢ many croffes and aecidents, is in truth by no means. 
¢ fitted. : . \ 

* Mr Bennet was now, by my defire, as well as his 
< own, determined to quit the parifh; but when he. 
© attempted to get an exchange, he found it a matter 
“ of more difficulty than he had apprehended: for the 
“ gector’s temper was fo well known among the 
« neighbouring clergy, that none of them could be 
« brought to think of fpending three months in a 
¢ year with him. 

« After many fruitlefs enquiries, Mr Bennet thought 
“4 bef to remove to London, the great mart of all 
« affairs ecclefiaftical and civil. This project greatly 
« pleafed him; and he refolved, without more delay, 
“ to take his leave of the re@or; which he did in the 
* moft friend)y manner poflible, and preached his 
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farewell fermon; nor was there a dry eye in the 
church, except among the few whom my aunt, who 
remained ftill inexorable, had prevailed upon to hate 
us without any caufe.. 
* To London we came, and took up our lodging 
the frit night at the inn where the ftage-coach fet 
us down; the next morning my hufband went out 
early on his bufinefs, and returned with the good 
news of having heard of a curacy, and of having 
equipped himielf with a lodging in the neighbour- 
hood of a worthy peer, who, faid he, was my fel- 
low collegiate; and what is more, I have a direction 
to a perfon who will advance your legacy at a very. 
reafonable rate. 
: ae laft particular was extremely agreeable to — 
‘for our laft guinea was now broached; and 

fie rector had lent my hufband ten pounds to pay 
his debts in the country; for with all-his peevith- 
nefs he was a good and a generous man, and had 
indeed fo many valuable qualities, that [ lamented 
his temper, after | knew him thoroughly, as much 
on his account, as on my own, 
‘ We now guitted the inn, and went to our lod« 
gings, where my hufband having placed me in fafe- © 
* ty, as he faid, he went about the bufinefs of the le- 
gacy, with ‘good affurance of fuccefs. 
« My hufband returned elated with his fuecefs, the 
perfon to whom he applied having‘ undertaken to 
advance the legacy, which he fulfilled as foon as the 
proper enquirtes could be made, and proper pie 
ments prepared for that purpofe. 
“ This, however, took up fo:much time, that as 
« our fund. was fo very low, we were reduced to fome 
“ diftrefs, and obliged to live extremely penurious; 
‘nor would all do, without my taking a moft dif 

“ agreeable way of procuring money, by pawning one 
“ of my gowns. 

‘ Mr Bennet was now fettled in a curacy in town, 
« greatly to his fatisfaction; and our affairs feemed to 
‘ have a profperous afpect, when he came home to 
“me one morning in much apparent diforder, looks 
: * ing as pale as death, and begged me Py fome means 
6. or 
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* or other to get him a dram; for that he was taken 
™ with a fudden faintnefs and lownefs of {pirits. ; 
« Frighted as I was, | immediately ran down. ftairs, 
and procured fome rum of the mittrefs of the houfe; 
the firft time, indeed, I ever knew him drink any, 
When he came to himéelf, he begged me not to be 
alarmed; for it was no diflemper, but fomething 
that had vexed him, which had caufed his diforder, 
which he had now perfectly recovered. 
‘« He then told me the whole affair. He had hi- 
therto deferred paying a vilitto the Lord whom { 
mentioned to have been formerly his fellow collegi~ 
ate, and was now his neighbour, till he could put 
himfelf in decent rigging. He had now purchated 
a new callock, hat and wig, and went to pay his 
refpeéts to his old acquaintance, who had received 
from him many civilities and affiftances in his learn- 
ing at the univerfity, and had promifed to return 
them fourfold hereafter. 
© It was not without fome difficulty that Mr Bennet 
got into the antichamber. Here he waited, or, as 
the phrafe is, cooled his heels for’ above an hour 
before he faw his Lordthip; nor had he feen him 
then, but by accident: for my Lord was going out, 
when he catually intercepted him in his paflap: to 
his chariot. He approached to falute him with 
fome familiarity, thoegh with fome refpea, depend- 
ing on his former intimacy, when my Lord ftopping 
fhort, very gravely told hin, he had not the plea- 
fure of knowing him. ¢ Hew! my Lord,’ faid he, 
‘* can you have fo foén forgot your old acquaintance 
*¢ Tom Bennet ?? ¢ O Mr Bennet,’ cries his Lordithip, 
~* with much referve, ‘ is it you? you will pardon 
-* my memory. I am glad to fee you, Mr Bennet ; 
“ but you mult excuie me at prefent: for | am in 
very great haite.’? He then broke from him, and 
* without more ceremony, or any further MEA OR: 
4 went directly into his chariot. 
‘ This cold reception from a perfon for whom my 
 hutband had a real friendfhip, and from whom he 
4had great reafon to expe& a very warm return of 
© affection, fo affeGed the poor man, that it caufed all 
* thofe fymptoms which | have mentioned before. 
. ‘ Though 
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* Though this incident produced no material con- 
fequence, | could not pafs it over in filence; -as, of 
all the misfortunes which ever befel him, it affected 
my hufband the moft. I need not, however, toa 
woman of your delicacy, make any comments on 
a behavionr, which, though I believe it is very com- 
mon, is neverthelefs cruel and bafe beyond defcrip- 
tion; and is diametrically oppofite to true honour, 
as well as to goodnels. 

‘ To relieve the uneafinefs which my hufband felt 
on account of his falfe friend, I prevailed with him 
to go every night, almoit tor a fortnight together, 
to the play; a diverfion of which he was greatly 
fond, and from which he did not think his being a 
clergyman excluded him; indeed, it is very well if 
thofe auftere perfons who would be inclined to cen- 
fure him on this head, have themfelves no greater 
fins to anf{wer for. ; 
* From this time, during three months, we pafled 
our time very agreeably, a little too agreeably per- 
haps fer our circumftances: for however innocent 
diverfions may be in other refpects, they muft be 
owned to be expenfive. When you confider then, 
Madam, that our inco.ne from the curacy was lefs 
than forty pounds a-year, and that after payment 
of the debt to the rector, and another to my aunt, 
with the cots in law which the had occafioned by 
faing for it, my legacy was reduced to lefs than fe- 
venty pounds, you will not wonder that in diver= 
fions, cloaths, and the common expences of life, we 
had aimoit confumed our whole (tock. 

¢ The inconfiderate manner in which we had lived 
for fome time, will, I doubt not, appear to you-to 
want fome excufe; but I have none to make fer it. 
Two things, however, now happened, which occa- 
fioned much ferious reflection to Mr Bennet; the 
one was, that I grew near my time; the other, that 
he now received a letter from Oxford, demanding 
the debt of forty pounds, which I mentioned to you 
before. The former of thefe, he made a pretence 
of obtaining a delay for the payment of the latter, 
promifing in two months to pay off half the debt, 
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© by which means he obtained a forbearance during 
* that time. 

‘ I was now delivered of a fon, a matter which 
*. fhould in reality have increafed our concern; but 
* on the contrary it. gave us grea: pleafure; greater 
_£ indeed could not have been conceived at the birth 
*, of an heir to the moft plentiful eltate. So entirely 
‘ thoughtlefs were we, and fo little forecait had we 
© of thofe many-evils and diftreif2s to which we had 
€ rendered a human creature, and one fo dear to us, 
* liable. The day of a chriftening ts in all familtes, 
« I believe, a day of jubilee and rejoicing 5 and yet, if 
* we confider the tntereit of that little wretch who. 
¢ is the occafion, how very little reafon would. the 
* moft fanguine perfons have for their joy? 

* But though our eyes were too weak to look for- 
* ward for the fake of our child, we conld not be 
«blinded to thofe dangers that immediately ‘hreatened 
¢ ourfelves, Mr Bennet, at the expiration of the two 
* months, recetved a fecond letter from Oxford,ina 
“ very peremptory ftyle, and threatening a fuit with- 
*,out any farther delay. This alarmed us in the 
* ftrongelt manner; and my hutband, to fecure his li- 
* berty, was adviled for a while to fhelter himfelf in 
* the verge of the court. 

‘ And now, Madam, I am entering on ae fcene ~ 
¢ which directly leads to all my mifery.,-———Here 
fhe ftopped, and wiped her eyes,—and then begging 
Amelia to excufe her for a few minutes, ran haijily 
wut of the room, leaving Amelia by herielf, while the 
‘refrefhed her fpirits with a cordial to enable her to. 
relate what follows in the next chapter. 


C H A P. VI. 
Further continucd. ‘ 


MES. Bennet returning into the room, made a. 
fhort apology for her abfence, and then pro-. 
ceeded in thofe words : 

‘, We now left our lodging, and took a fecond floor 
« in that very houfe where you now.are; to which 
* we were recommended by the woman w here we 
« had before lodged: for the miflreiles of both houfes 

Vou. XC Ee * were 
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were acquainted ; and, indeed, we had been all at 
the play together, To this new lodging, then, 
(f{uch was our wretched deltiny), we immediately 
repaired, and. were received by Mrs Ellifon (how 
can I bear the found of that deteited name!) with 
much civility : fhe took care, however, during the’ 
firit fortnight of our refidence, to wait upon us 
every Monday morning for the rent; fuch being, 
it feems, the cuflom of this place, which as it was’ 


Anhabited chiefly by perfons in debt, is not the re- 


gion of credit. 

‘ My. hufband, ‘by the fingular goodnefs of the 
rector, who greatly compailionated his cafe, was 
enabled to continue in his curacy, though he could’ 
only do the duty on Sundays. He was, however, 
fometimes obliged to furnifh a perfon to officiate at 
his expence; fo that our income was very {canty, 
and the poor little remainder of the legacy being 


‘almolt fpent, we were reduced to fome difficulties, 
-and, what was worfe, faw {till a: profpect of greater’ 
- before our eyes. 


| © Under thefe circumftances, how agreeable to poor’ 
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- Mr Bennet mult have been the behuviour of Mrs 


Ellifon, who, when he carried her her rent on the 
ufual day, told him, with a benevolent fmile, that 


he needed not to give himfelf the trouble of fuch 
exact punctuality. She added, that, if it was at 


any time inconvenient to him, he might pay her 
when he pleafed. ‘ To fay thetruth,’ fays the, ‘ I 
never was fu much pleafed with any lodgers in my’ 
life. I am convinced, Mr Bennet, you are a very 
worthy man, and you are avery happy one too; for’ 
you have the prettieft wife, and the prettieft child 
I ever faw.?—‘Vhefe, dear Madam, were the words 
the was pleafed to make ufe of; and 1am‘ fure fhe 
behaved to me with fuch an appearance of friendthip 
‘and affection, that, as | could not perceive any pof- 
fible views cf intereft which‘fhe could have in her 
profeitions, I eafily believed them real. | 

‘ There lodged in the fame houfe—O Mrs Booth! 


| the blood runs cold to my heart, and fhould ‘run 


cold to yours when I name him:—there lodged 
in the fame houfe a lord—the lord indeed whom I 


¢ have — 
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have fince {een in your company. This Lord, Mrs 
Ellifon told me, had taken a great fancy to my lit- 
tle Charly: fool that I was, and blinded by my own 
paflion, which made me conceive that an infant, not 
three months old, could be really the ebjed of af- 
fe€tion to any befides a parent; and more efpecially 
to a gay young fellow ! but if | was filly in being 
deceived, how wicked was the wretch who deceived 
me; who nied fuch art, ant employed fuch pains, 
fuch incrediLle pains to deceive me! he acted the 
part of a nurfe to my lictie infant ; he danced it, he 
Jutled i, be kiffed it; declared it was the very pic- 
ture of a nephew of his, his favourite fiiler’s child 5 
and faid fo qaany kind and fond thine. of its be: uty, 
that Tmyielt, thousa, b belreve, one ci the tesccrett, 

and fondett of mot hers , fearc? carried my own ideas 
of my hitde dariing’s perfedtion beyond the complit 
ments which he paid it 

‘ My lord, however, perhaps fram modelly before 


my face, fell far fhort of what Mrs Ellifon r:perted 


from hin, And now, when fhe found the impredion 
which was made on me by thefe means, tne took 
every opportunity of infinuating to me Ins Jordihip’s 
many virtues, his great goodnets to his fifter’s chile 
dren in particular; nor did fhe fail to drop fome 
hints, which gave ‘me the moit fimple and ground- 
Jefs hopes of itrange confequences from his tondnefé 
to my Charly. 

© When by thefe means, which, fimple as they may 
appear, were, perhaps, the moit arttul, my lord had 
gained fomething more, [ think, than my eltcemy 
he took the furett method to confirm. himfelf in my 
affection. This was, by profefling the highelt friend- 
fhip for my hufband: for, as to myltelf, { do affure 
you, he never fhewed me more than common re- 
{pect ; and I hope you will believe, I fhould have 
immediately ftartled and flown off if he had. Poor 
} accounted for all the friendthip which he exprefled 
for my hufband, and all the fondnefs which he fhew=- 
ed to my boy, from the great prettinefs uf the one, 
and the great merit of the ether; foolifhly concciv 
ing that others faw with my eyes, and felt with my 


s heart. Little did I dream, that my own unfortunate 
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perfon was the fountain of all this lord’s goodnefs, 
and was the intended price of it. —_ 

‘ One evening, as 1 was drinking tea with Mrs 
Ellifon by my lord’s fire, (a liberty which fhe never 
fcruysed taking when he was gone out), my little 
Charly, now about half a year old,‘ fitting in her 
lap; my lord, accidentally, no doubt, indeed, .E 


then thoughtit fo, camein. J was confounded, and 


offered to go; but my lord declared, if he difturbed 
Mrs Ellijon’s company, as he phrafed it, he would 
himielf leave the room. When I was thus prevait- 
ed on to keep my feat, my lord immediately took 
my little baby into his lap, and gave it fome tea 
there, not a little at the expence of his embroidery ; 
for he was very richly drefled ; indeed, he was as fine 


afivure as, perhaps, ever was feen. His behaviour 


on this occafion gave me many ideas in his favour. 
I thought he diicovered good fenfe, good-nature, 
condefcenfion, and other good qualities, by the fond- 
nefs he fhewed to my child, and the eqntempt -he 
feemed to expre{s for his finery, which fo greatly be- 
came him ; for 1 cannot deny but that he was the 
handfomeft and genteeleft perfon in the world, thongh 
fuch confiderations advanced him not a flep in my 
favour. : . 

‘ My hufband now returned from church, (for this 
happened on a Sunday), and was, by my lord’s par- 
ticular defire, ufhered into the room. My lord re- 


ceived him with the utmoft pohtenefs, and with many 


profeifions of efteem ; which, he faid, he had concet- 
ved from Mrs Ellifon’s reprefentation of his merit. 
He then proceeded to mention the living, which 
was detained from my hufband, of whick Mrs El- 
lifon had likewife informed him; and faid, he 
thought it would be no difficult matter to obtain a 
reftoration of it by the authority of the bifhop, who 
was his particular friend, and to whom he would 
take an immediate opportunity of mentioning it. 
This, at laft, he determined to do the very next day; 
when he invited us both to dinner, where we were 
to be acquainted with his lordthip’s fuccefs. 
‘ My lord now infited on my hufband’s ftaying 
fupper with him, without taking any notice of - ; 
* Dut 
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but Mrs ENion declared, he fhould not part man 
and wife; and that fhe herielf would ttay with me, 
The motion was too agreeable to me to be reje@- 
ed; and, except the little time J] retired to put my 
child to bed, we ipent together the molt agreeable 
evening imaginable; nor was it, I believe, eafy te 
decide, whetier Mr Bennet or mytelf were mok 
delighted with his Lordthip and Mrs Ellifon; bute 
this 1 affure you, the generolity of the one, and the 
extreme civility and kindnefs of the other, were the 
fubjects of our convertation all the enluing night, 
during which we neither of us clofed our eyes. 

‘ The next day at dinner, my Lord acquainted us, 
< that he had prevailed with the bilhop to write te 
« the clergyman in the country; indeed, he told us, 
« that he nad engaged the bithop to be very warm in 
* our intereit, and had not the lealt doubt of fuccels. 
* Thisthrew us both into a flow of fpirits; and in the 
* afternoon, Mr Bennet, at Mrs Ellifon’s requeft, 
* which was feconded by his Lordthip, related the 
* hittory of our lives, from our firft acquaintagce. 
‘ 
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My Lord feemed much affe&ed with fome tender 
fcenes, which, as no man could better feel, fo none 
could better defcribe than my hufband. When he- 
had finifhed, my Lord begged pardon for mention- 
ing an occurrence which gave him fuch a particular 
concern, as it had dilturbed that delicious ftate of 
happinefs in which we had lived at our former 
lodging. ‘¢ It would be ungenerous,’ faid he, 
** to rejoice at an accident, which, though it broughe 
«* me fortunately acquainted with two of the mo 
« agreeable people in the world, was yet at the ex- 
s* pence of your mutual felicity. The circumiftance I 
<¢ mean, is your debt at Oxford; pray bow doth that 
« ftand? Iam refolved it thall never difturb your hap- 
«- pinefs hereafter.” At thefe words, the tears burft 
© from my poor hufband’s eyes; and in an ecitacy of 
€ grautude, he cried out, § Your Lordthip, overcomes 
«« ine with gencrofity. If you go on in this manner, 
* both my wite’s gratitude and mine muft be bank- 
“erupt.” Hethen acquainted my Lord with the exa& 
¢ ftate cf the cate, and received aflurances from him, | 
* that the debt fheuld never trouble him. My bufbsnd 
cee oye * was 
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was again breaking out into the warmeft expreffions 
of gratitude; but my Lord ftopt him fhort ; faying, 


«* If you have ary obligation, it is to my little Charly 
*¢ here, from whofe little innocent fmiles I have recei- 
_ * ved more than the value of this trifling debt in plea- 
‘€ fure.’ | forgot to tell you, that-when [ offered to leave 
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the room atter dinner, upon my child’s account, my 
Lord would not fuffer me; but ordercd the child to 
be brought to me. He now took it out of my arms, 
placed it upon his own knee, and fed it with fome 
fruit from the deffert. In thort, it would be more 
tedious to you than myfelf, to relate the thoufand 


little tenderneffes he fhewed tothe child. He gave it 
"many baubles ; amongft the reft was a coral, worth at 


Jeait three pounds ; and when my hufband was con- 
fined near a fortnight to his chamber with a cold, 
he vifited the child every day ; (for to this infant's 
account were all the vifits placed) ; and “feldom failed 
of accompanying his vifit with a prefent to the Jitthe 
thing. | ? j 
§ Fie, Mrs Booth, I cannot help mentioning a 
doubt which hath often arifen in my mind, fince I 
have been enough miitreis of myfelf to reflect on 
this horrid train which was laid to blow up my in- 
nocence.. Wicked and barbarous it was to the 
higheft degree, without any queftion: but my doubt 
is, whether the art or folly of it be the more con- 
{picuous: for however delicate and refined the art 
muft be allowed to have been, the folly, I think, 
mult, upon a- fair examination, appear no -lefs 
aftonifhing : for to lay all conlideraticns of cruelty 
and crime out of the cafe, what a foolifh bargain 
doth the man make for himfelf, who purchafes fo 
poor a pleafure at fo high a price ! 

¢ We had lived near three weeks with as much free- 
dom as if we had been al} of the fame family; when 
one afternoon, my Lord propofed to my‘hufband to 
ride down himielf to foiicit the furrender: for he 
faid the bifhop had received an uniatisfactory aniwer 
from tle parion, and had writ a fecond letter more 


— 


prefling; which his Lordfhip now promifed us to ~ 


ftrenethen by onc of his own that my hufb.ad was to 
arry with him. Mr Bennet agreed to this propofal 


‘with © 
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with great thankfulnefs; and the next day was ap- 
pointed for his journey. The diltance was near 
feventy miles, 

“© My hufband fet out on his journey; and he had 
{catce left me before Mrs Ellifon came into my 
room, and endeavoured to comfort me in his abe 
fence; to fay the truth, though he was to be from 
me but a few days, and the purpofe of his gotng was 
to fix our happinefs on a found foundation for all our 


aa 8 


this firft feparation. But though I then thought Mrs 
Ellifon’s intentions to be molt kind and friendly ; 
yet the means fhe ufed were utterly ineffe€tual, and 
appeared to me injudicious. Inftead of foothing my 


given to grief, fhe rallied me upon it, and began to 
talk in a very unufual ftile of gaiety, in which fhe 
treated conjugal love with much ridicule. 

‘ iwave her to underitand. that fhe difpleafed me 
by this difcourfe; but fhe foon found means to give 
fuch a turn to it, as.made a merit of all fhe had faid. 
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mour, fhe made a propofal to me, which | at firft 
rejected; but at lait fatally,—too fatally futkered 
myfelf to be over perfuaded. ‘This was to go toa 
mafquerade at Ranelagh, for which my Lord had 
furnifhed her with tickets.’ 
At thefe words, Amelia turned pale as death, and 
haftily begged her friend to give her a glafs of water, 
fome air, or any thing: Mrs Bennet having thrown 
open the window, and procured the water, which pre- 
vented Amelia from fainting, looked at her with much 
tendernefs, and cried, * | do not wonder, my dear Ma- 
‘ dam, that you are affected with my mentioning that 
‘ fatal mafquerade: fince I firmly believe the fame 
© rum was intended for you at the fume place. The 
_ © apprehenfion of which occafioned the letter J fent 
< you this morning, and all the trial of your patience 
* which | have made fince.’ 
_ Amelia gave her a tender embrace, wth many ex- 
pretlions of the warmeit gratitude; affured her, fhe had 
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future days, 1 could fcarce fupport my fpirits under’ 


uneafinefs, which is always the firft phvfic to be. 


And now, when the had worked me into # good hu- | 


~ 


pretty well recovered her ipirits, and begged her to 


continue her ftory ; which Mrs Benact then did, 
However, 
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However, as our readers may likewife be glad w re 
cover their {pirits alfo, we ihall here put an ae te 
his chapter. 


c H A P. VII. 
The fory further continued. 


RS Bennet proceeded thus: 
§ I was at length prevailed on to accompany 
« Mrs Elfifon to the mafquerade. Here, | mutt con- 
4 fefs, the pleafantnefs of the place, the variety of the 
dreffes, and the novelty of the thing gave me much 
delight, and raifed my fancy to the highelt pitch. 
As 4 was entirely void of all fufpicion, my mind 


ty 


thoughts. Innocence, it is true, poflefled my heart; 


foolith defires, and liable to every temptation. 
During the firft two hours. we had many trifling ad- 
ventures not worth remembering. At length my 
Lord joined us, and continued with me all the even- 
ing: and we danced feveral dances together, 

‘ | nced_not, [ believe, tell you, Madam, how en- 
gaging his ‘converfation is. I with 1 could with truth 
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gue nothing from you: I now began to difcover 
that he had fome: affection for me; but he had al- 
ready too frm a footing in my efteem, to make che 
difcovery fhocking. I will—I will own the truth; 
I was-delighted with perceiving a paflion in him, 
which | was not unwilling to think he had had from 
the beginning, and to derive his having concealed # 
fo long, trom his awe of my virtue, and his refpecé 
to my underftanding. laflure you, Madam, at the 
fame time, my intentions were, never to exceed the 
bounds of innocence. I was charined with the de- 


lefs curn of mind in which I then was, I fancied f 
might give fome very diftant encouragement to fuch 
a paflion in fuch a man, with the utmott fafety; 
that 1 might indulge my vanity and intereft at 
once, without being guilty of the leaft injury. 

‘ I know 
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threw off all referve, and pleafure only filled my 


but it was innocence unguarded, intoxicated with: 


fay, | was not pleafed with it; or, at leaft, thatt — 
had aright to be pleafed with it. But] will dif- — 


licacy of his pafflion; and in the foolifh, thought- | 
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‘ T know Mrs Booth will condemn al] thefe thonghts, 
and I condemn them no lefs myfelf; for it is now 
my ftedfaft opinion, that the woman who gives up 
the Jeaft out-work of her virtue, doth, in that very 
moment, betray the citadel. 
¢ About two o’clock we returned home, and found 
avery handfome collation provided for us. I was 
afked to partake of it; and I did not, I could not 
refufe. I was not, however, entirely’void of all fu- 
{picion, and I mate many refolutions ; one of which 
was, not to drink a drop more than my ufual ftint. 
This was, at the utmoft, little more than half a pint 
of {mall punch. 
‘ I adhered ftri@ly to my quantity; but in the 
quality, I am convinced, | was deceived: for, be- 
fore I left the room, I found my head giddy. What 
the villain gave me, I know not; but befides being 
intoxicated, I perceived effects from it, which are 
not to be deferibed. : 
‘¢ Here, Madam, I muft draw a curtain over the re- 
fidue of that fatal night. Let it fuffice, that it in- 
volved me in the moft dreadful ruin; a ruin, to 
which, I can truly fay, ] never confented ; and of 
Which I was fearce con{cious, when the villainous 
man avowed it to my face in the morning. 

* Thus I have deduced my ftory to the mof horrid 
period; happy had I been, had this been the period 
of my lite; but I was referved for greater miferies: 
but before 7 enter on them, [ wall mention fomething 
very remarkable, with which I was now acquainted, 
and that will fhew there was nothing of accident “ 
which had befallen me; but that all was the effe@ 
of a long, regular, premeditated defign. 

* You may remember, Madam, I told you, that we 
were recommended to Mrs Ellifon by the woman 
at whofe houfe we had before lodged. “This women, 
it feems, was one of my Lord?s pimps, and had be- 
fore introduced me to his Lordfhip’s notice. 

‘ You are to know then, Madam, that this villain, 
this Lord, new confefled to me, that he hdd firit feen 
me in the gallery at the oratorio; whither I had gone 
with tickets with which the woman where | firk 
* ledged had prefented me, and which were, it feems, 

, ‘ purchafed 
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* purchafed by my Lord. Here J firft met the vile 
* betrayer, who was difguifed in a rug-coat, and a 
* patch upon his face. 

At thefe words, Amelia cried, ¢ O gracious Hea- 
© vens!’ and fell back in her chair. Mrs Bennet, with 
proper applications, brought her back to life; and 
then Amelia acquainted her, that fhe -herfelf had frt 
feen the fame perfon, in the fame place, and in the 
fame difguife. * O, Mrs Bennet,’ cried ihe, ‘ how am 
* T indebted to you! what words, what thanks, what 
‘ actions cin demonitrate the gratitude of my fenti- 
€ menis! 1 Jook upon you, and always fhall look upoa 
¢ you, as my preterver trom the brink of a precipice; 
© from which [ was falling utto the fame ruin which 
© you have fo generouily, fo kindly, and fo nobly dif- 
© clofed for my fake.’ 

Here the two ladies compared notes; and tt ape 

peared, that his Lordfhip’s behaviour at the-Oratorie 
had heen alike to both: that he had made ule of the 
very fame words, the.very fame actions to Amelia, 
which he had practifed over before on poor unfurtue 
mate Mrs Rennet. It may, perhaps, be thought 
Rrange, that neither of theui could afierwards recole | 
ac% hing; bur fo i was, And, indeed, if we confider 
the force of cujuife, the very fhort time that either 
of them was with him at this firfkincerview, and the 
wery little curioficy that muit bave been fuppofed in 
the minds of the ladies, together with the amufement 
an woich they were then engsoed, all wonder will, [ 
,apprehend, ccafe. Amelia, however, now declared, 
fhe remembered his voice and features perfectly wells 
and was thoroughly fatisfied he was the tame perfon. 
She then accouuted for his not having vifitea in the 
afternoon, according to his promile, from her decla- 
ged refolutions to Mrs Ellifon not to fee him, She 
now burft forth into fome very fatirical invedctives 
againit that lady, and declared the had the art, as well 
as the wickednefs of the devil himfelf. 

Many congratulations now piuiled from Mrs Bennet 
to Amelia, which were returned with the moft hearty 
acknowledgments from that lady. But, inftead of 
Gilling yur paper with thefe, we fhall puriue Mrs se 

pet 


Chap. 8. AMELI A... 32g 


net’s ftery; which fhe refumed, as we fhall find in the 
next chapter. 


C H A P. VILL. 
Further continuation. 


‘ O fooner,’ faid Mrs Bennet, continuing her 
‘ {tory, ‘ was my Lord departed, than Mrs El- 
* lifon carne to me. She behaved in fuch a manner, 


‘when fhe became acquainted with what had pafled,- 


‘ that though-I was at firft fatisfied of her guilt, fhe 
“began to ttagger my opinion; and at length pre- 
“ vailed upon me entirely to acquit her. She raved 
* like a madwoman againft my Lord, fwore he fhould 

‘not {tay a moment in her houfe, and that fhe would 
* never fpeak to him more, In fhort, had fhe been the 


© mott innocent woman in the world, fhe could not: 
* have’ fpoke, nor aéted any otherwife; nor could > 


* fhe have vented more wrath and indignation againit 
“ the betrayer. 

‘ That part of her denunciation of vengeance, 
‘ which concerned.my Lord’s Jeaving the houte, fhe 


“ vowed fhould be executed immediately; but then, - 


* feeming to recollect herfelf, flie faid, * Confider, my 
“ dear child, it ts for your fake alone I fpeak: will 
** not fuch a proceeding give fome fulfpicion to your 
“ hufband?? | anfwered, that I valued not that; that 
‘I was refolved to inform my hufband of all, the mo- 
‘ ment I faw him; with many expreffions of detefta- 
* tion of myfelf, and an indifference for life, and for 
* every thing elfe. 

‘ Mrs Ellifon, however, found means to foothe me, 
* and to fatisfy me with my own innocence; a point, 
‘ in which, I believe, we are all ealily convinced. In 


* fhort, 1 was perfuaded to acquit both mytfelf and: 


© her, to lay the whole guilt upon my Lord, and to 
‘ refolve to conceal it from my hufband. 


- © That whole day [confined mytfelf to my chamber, - 


* and faw no perfon but Mrs Ellifon. I was, indeed, 
‘ afhamed to look any one in the face. Happily for 
‘me, my Lord went into the country without ats 
‘ tempting to come near me; for I believe his fight 
“ would have driven me to madncfs.- 

¢ The 
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« The next day I told Mrs Elfifon, that I was re- 
‘ folved to leave her lodgings the moment my Lord 
* cante to town; not on her account, (for I really in- 
* clined to think her innocent), but on my Lord’s, 
“ whofe face I was refolved, if poffible, never more 
* tobehold. She told me, I had no reafon to quit her 
* houfe on that feore; for that my Lord himfelt had 
‘ left her lodgings that morning, in refentment, fhe 
* believed, of the abufes which ihe had cait on him, 
* the day before. 

* This confirmed me in the opinion of herinnocence; 
¢ nor hath fhe from that day to this, tillmy acquaint 
‘ ance with you, Madam, done any thing to forfeit 
‘ my opinion. On the contrary, I owe her many 
“ good offices; among the reft, I have an annuity of 
* one hundred and fifty pgund a-year from my Lord, 
‘ which I know was owing to her follicitations: for - 
¢ fhe is not void of generofity or good-nature; though 
* by what I- have lately feen, J am convinced fhe was 
* the caufe of my ruin, and hath endeavoured to lay 

« the fame fnares for you. 
' © But to return to my melancholy ftory. My hul- 
* band returned at the appointed time; and I met 
* him with an agitation of mind not to be defcribed. 
‘ Perhaps the fatigne which he had undergone in his 
* journey, and his diffatisfa@tion at his il] fuccefs, pre- 
‘ vented his taking notice of what I feared was too 
‘ vifible. All his hopes were entirely fruflrated; the 
« clergyman had not received the Bifhop’s letter, and 
“ as to my Lord’s, he treated it with derifion and 
* contempt. ‘Tired as he was, Mr Bennet would not 
« fit down till. he had enquired for my Lord, intending 
*‘ to go and pay his compliments. Poor man! he 
* little fufpected that he had deceived him, as I have 
‘ fince known, concerning the bifhop; much le{s did 
‘ he fufpect any other injury. But the Lord the 
* villain was gone out of town; fo that he was forced 
*.to poltpone al] his gratitude. 
' © Mr Bennet returned’to town late on the Saturday 
- © night, neverthelefs he performed his duty at church 
* the next day; but I refufed to go with him. This, - 
© I think, was the firft refufal | was guilty of fince our 
* marriage; but J was become fo miferable, that. his 
2 ‘ pretence, 
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© prefence, which had been the fource of all my hap- 
pinefs, was become my bane. I will not fay [ ha- 
ted to fee him; but I can fay | was athamed, in- 
deed, afraid to look him in the face. I was con- 
{cious of ] know not what-—~Guilt, I hope, it can 
not be called.’ 

« [ hope not, nay, I think not,’ cries Amelia. 

‘ My hofband,’ continued Mrs Bennet, * perceived 
my diflatisfaction, and imputed it to his il fuccefs in 
the country. I was pleafed wich this felf-delufions 
and yet, when I fairiy compute the agonies I fuf- 
fered at his endeavours to comtort me on that head, 
I paid moft feverely for it. O my dear Mrs Booth, 
happy isthe deccived party between true lovers, and 
wretched indeed is the author of the deccit ! | 

‘ In this wretched condition I pailed a whole week, 
the moit miferable, 1 think, of my whole life, en- 
deavouring to humour my hufband’s delufion, and 
to conceal my own tortures; but [ had reafon to 
fear I could not fucceed Jong; for on the Saturday 
night I perceived a vilible alteration in his beha- 
viour to me. He went to bed in an apparent ilf 
humour, turned fullenly from me; and if I offered 
at any endearments, he gave me only peevilh an- 
{wers. 

‘ After a reftlefs turbulent night, he rofe early on 
Sunday morning, and walked dewn ftairs. I[ ex- 
pected his return to breakfait, but was foon inform- 
ed by the maid that he was gone forth; and that it 
was no more than feven o’clock. Ail this, you may 
believe, Madam, alarmed me. IT faw plainly he had 
difcovered the fatal fecret, though by what means 
IT could not divine. The {tute of my mind was very — 
little fhort of madnefs. Sometimes I thought of - 
running away from my injured hufband, and fome- 
times of putting an end to my fife. 

* Inche midit of fuch perturbations I fpent the day. 
My hufband returned in the evening. O Hea- 
vens! can I defcribe what follawed ?——It is im- 
poflible, I fhall fink under the relation. He 
entered the room, with a face as white as a fheet, — 
his lips trembling, and his eyes red as coals of fire, 
and ftarting as it were from his head.———* Molly,’ 
Vor, X. - FE © cries 
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* cries he, throwing himfelf into his chair, * are you 
“© well?’ Good Heavens! fays I, what’s the 
“« matter !—Indeed, I cannot fay I am well. * No!? 
' © fays he,—ftarting from -his chair, ‘ falfe monfter, 
*¢ you have betrayed me, deftroyed me, you have 
«* ruined your hufband.’ Then, looking like a fury, 
“ he {natched off a large book from a cable, and with 
*, the malice of a madman, threw it at my head, and 
knocked me down backwards. He then caught me 
up in ‘his arms, and kiffed me with moft extrava- 
Ses tendernefs; then, looking me ftedfaftly in the 
ace for feveral moments, ‘the tears gnfhed in a tors 
rent from his eyes, and with his utmoft violence he 
threw-me again on the floor—kicked me, ftamped 
upon me. I believe, ‘indeed, his intent was to kilt 
me, and I believe he thought he had accomplith- 
ed it. | : 
‘ I lay on the ground for fome minutes, I believe; 
deprived of my fenfes. When I recovered myfelf; 
I found my hufband lying by my fide on his face, and 
the blood running ‘from him. It feems, when he 
thought ‘he had difpatched me, he run his head 
with all his force againft acheft of drawers whick 
ftood in the room, and gave himfelf a dreadful 
wound in his head. . 
‘ I can truly fay, I felt not the leaft-refentment for 
the ufage I had received; I thought I deferved i 
all; though, indeed, I little guefled what he had 
fuffered from me. 1 now ufed the molt earneft en- 
treaties to him to-compofe himfelf; and endea- 
« voured with my feeble arms to raife him from the 
ground. <t length, he ‘broke from me, and fpring- 
* ing from the ground, flung himfelf into a chair, 
‘ when looking wildly at me, he cried,—‘ Go fron 
_ me, Molly. I befeech you leave me, I would not 

«¢ kill you.——He then difcovered to me O Mrs 
* Booth, can you not gueis it ?—IJ was indeed polluted 
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« by the villain—I had infected my hufband—O Heae - 


‘ vens! why do I tive to relate any thing fo horrid !— 
« [ will not, [cannot yet furvive it. 1 cannot forgive 
« myfelf. Heaven cannot forgive me.’— 

Here fhe became inarticulate with the violence of 
her grief, and fell prefently into {uch agonies, sie 
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the frighted Amelia. began to call aloud for fome af-. 
filtance. Upon this, a maid-fervant game up, who’ 
feeing her miftrefs in a violent convulfion-fit, prefent- 

ly {creamed out fhe was dead. Upon which, one of 
the other fex made his appearance; and who fhould- 
this be but the honeft Serjeant? whole countenance 

foon made it evident, that though a foldier, and a. 
‘brave one too, he was not the leaf concerned of alk 
the company on that occafion. 

The reader, if he hath.been acquainted with fcenes. . 
of this kind, very well knows that Mrs Bennet, in: 
the ufual time, returned again.to the poffeflion of -her- 
voice; the firft ufe of which the made, was to exprels. — 
her altoniihment at the prefence of the Serjeant, and,. 
with a franiic air, to enquire.who he was. | 
The maid, concluding that her miitrefs. was mot yet: 
returned to her fenfes, anfwered, ‘ Why ’tis-my ma-. 
* fter, Madam. Heaven preferve your fenfes,; Madam,. 
*- Lord, Sir,.my.miltrefs: mult be very bad ndt.to. 
‘$- know you.’ 3 ; 

What Atkinfon thought at this.inftant, I, will not: 
fay; but certain it is, he looked not over wife. He: 
‘attempted twice to take hold of Mrs Bennet’s hand;, 
ut fhe withdrew it haitity, and prefently after- rifing: 
mp from her chair, the declared herfelf pretty well 
again, and deficed Arkinfon and the maid to withdraw, 
both of whoin prefently obeyed >. the Serjeant appears 
ing, by his countenance,.to want comfort almolt. as- 
much as the. lady did to whofe affiltance he had been. 
‘{ummoned. 

It isa good maxim to truft a-perfon entirely or not: 
at all: for a fecret is often innocently blabbed out by 
thofe who know but half of it. Certain. it is that the- 
amaid’s {peech communicated a.fufpicion. to theamind of 
Amelia, which the behaviour of the Serjeant did not. 
tend to remove: what that ts, the fagacious readers. 
may likewife probably fuggeft to themfelves; if not,. 
they muft wait our time for difclofing it. We thal: 
now refiime the hiftory of Mrs Bennet, who after: 
snany apologies, proceeded to the. matters in the next: 
chapter. - . : 
Bia. =: CH.A.P.- 
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C H A PP. IX. 
The conclufton of Mrs Bennet’s biftory. 


HEN I became fenfible,’ cries Mrs Bennet, 
of the injury I had done my hufband, | threw 

myfelf at his feet, and embracing his knees, while 
I bathed them with my tears, I begged a patient 
hearing, declaring if he was not fatisfied with what 
I thould fay, | would become a willing victim of 
his refentment. [ faid, and I faid truly, that if 
I owed my death that infant to his hands, | fhould 
have no other terror but of the fatal confequence 
which it might produce to himielf. 
© He feemed a little pacified, and bid me fay what- 
* ever f pleafed. 

‘ I then gave him a faithful relation of all that had 
‘ happened. He heard me with great attention, and, 
‘at the conclufion, cried with a deep figh,—* O 
“© Molly, 1 believe it all—You muft bave been be- 
‘‘ trayed as you tell me; you could not be guilty of 
$© fuch baleneis, fuch cruelty, fuch ingratitude”—He 
-* then—O it is impoflible to defcribe his behaviour— 
‘ he exprefled fugh kindnefs, fuch tendernefs, fuch 
‘‘concern, for the manner in which he had uied me— 
‘© IT cannot dwell on this {cene—l {hall relapfe—You 
.§ mult excufe me,’ 

Amelia begged her to omit any thing which fo af- 
fected her : and the proceeded thus: 


Cr a | 


of Mrs Ellifon’s guilt, declared he would not fleep 
that night in her houfe. He then went out to fee 
for a lodging; he gave me all the money he had, 
and left me to pay her bill, and put up the cloaths, 
telling me, if I had not money enough, I might 
leave “the, cloaths as a pledge: but he vowed he 
could not anfwer for himfelf if he faw the face of 
Mrs Ellifon. 

‘ Words can fearce exprefs the behaviour of that 
artful woman, it was fo kind and fo generous. She 
faid fhe did not blame my hufband’s refentment, 
nor could the expect any other, but that he, and all 
: the world fhould cenfure her—That fhe hated her 
« houle 
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‘ My hufband, who was more convinced than [ 
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* houfe almoft as much as we did, and detefted her 
* coufin, if pothble, more. In fine,. fhe faid, that I ° 
‘ might leave my cloaths there that evening; but tha€ 
* fhe would fend them to us the next morning: that’ 
* fhe feorned the thought of detaining them; and as- 
‘ for the paultry debt,.we might pay her whenever 
* we pleafed: for to do her juftice, with all her vices, . 
‘ fhe hath fome good in her.’ | 

“ Some good in her, indeed!’ cried Amelia, with : 
. great indignation. 

‘ We were icarce fettled in our new lodgings,’ cone - 
tmued Mrs Bennet, ‘ when my hufband began to 
* complain of a pam in his infide. He told me he, 
6 feared he had done himfelf fome injary in-his «age, 
‘ and had -burit fomething, within him, As to the 
*-odious—I[ cannot bear the thought, the greas fkil] of 
* his furgeon foon entirely cured him; but his other 
* complaint, inftead of yielding to any application,. 
*-grew {till worfe and worle,.nor ever ended till it - 
*- brought him to his grave. 

‘ O, Mrs Booth, could I have been certain that E: 
“had occafioncd this, however innocently I had oc-- 
‘cafioned it, I could never have furvived it; but the~ 
furgeon, who opened him after his death, affured. 
me, that he dicd of what they called a polypus in: 
his heart, and that nothing which had happened 
‘on account. of me, was-in the leait the occafion of - 
it. 

‘ I have,.. however, related the affair truly-to you. - 
‘The firft complaint Lever heard of the kind, was- 
within a day or two after we left Mrs Ellifon’s; and: 
this complaint remained till his death, which might. 
-taduce him perhaps to a:tribute his death to another - 
caufe; but the furgeon, who is a man of the highelt- 
-emtnence, hath always declared the contrary to me,. 
with the moft. pofitive certainty; and this opinion. 
hath been my only comfort. 

¢ When my hofband died, which- was about ten: 
‘ weeks after we quitted Nirs Ellifon’s, of whom E- 
* had chen a different opinion from what I have now, . 
«1 was left in the moft wretched condition. imagi- - 
f nable. I believe, Madar, fhe fnewed you my letter. 
© Indeed fhe did every thing for me at that time,. 
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which I could have expected from the belt of 
friends. She fupplied me with money from her 
own pocket, by which means I was preierved from 
a ditrefs in which | at have otherwile inevitably 
peace: 

« Her kindnefs to me in this feafon of diftrefs pre- 
vated on me to return again to her houfe. Why, 
indeed, fhould I have refuied an offer fo very con- 
venient for me to accept, and which feetned fo ge- 
nerous in her to make! here I lived a very retired 
life, with my litth babe, feeing no company but 
Mrs Ellifog, hertelf, for a full quarter of a-yeari 
At Jat Mrs “Ellifon brought me a parchment from 
my Lord, in which he had fettled upon me, at het 
inftance, as fhe told me, and as [| believe it was, 
an annuity of one hundred and fifty pound a-year.. 
This was, I think, the very frft trme fhe had men- 
troned his hateful name to me fince my retura to 
her houfe. And fhe now prevailed upon me, tho’, 
Taffure you, not without much difficulty, to fuffer 
him to execute the deed in my prefence. 

‘ F will not défcribe our interview,—I am not ablé 
to defcribe it, and I have often wondered how f 
found fpirits to fupport it. This J] will fay for him, 
that, it le was not a real penitent, ano nian alive 
could a&the part better. 

¢ Beftde refentment, | had another motive of my 
backwardne(s to agree to fuch a meeting; and this: 
was fear. F apprehended, and furely not without 
reafon, that the annuity was rather meant as a bribe 
than a recompence, and that further defigns were 
Jaid again{t my innocence ; bet in this | found my- 
felf happily deceived; for neither then, nor at any 
time fince, have I ever had the leaft folieitation of 
that kind. Nor, indeed, have E feen the Jeaft oceas 
fion to think my Lerd had any fuch defires: 

* Good Heavens ! what are thefe men ! what is this 
appetite, which mut have novelty and refittance for 
its provocatives; and witch is delighted with ud 
no longer than while we may be contidered in. the 
light of enennes !” 

‘ T thank you, Madam,” cries A'méfia, * for relieving 
me from my fears on yOu ‘account; | trembled. at 
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* the confequence of this fecond acquaintance with 
© juch a man, and in fuch a fituation,’ 

‘ 1 ailure you, Madam, [ was in no danger,’ res 
turned Mrs Beunet:. * for, befides that £ think | could 
© have pretty wei! relied on my own refolution, [ have 
© heard fince, at St Edmundfbury, from an mtimate 
* acquaintance of my Lord’s, who was an entire 
$ ftranger to my affairs, that the highett degree- of 
inconitancy 1s his character; and that few of his 
‘ numberleis miitrefices have ever received a iecond 
© vifit from him. | ; 
‘ Weil, Madam,” continued fhe, * [ think [ have 
little more to trouble you with, unl®BM thould re- 
Jate to you my long ill itate of health ; from which 
Iam lately, I thank Heaven, recouered: : or, unlels 
I fhould mention to yeu the moit grievous accident 
that ever befel me, the lo{fs of my poor dear Charly? 
—Here fhe made a full ftop, and the tears ran down 
jnto her bofom. 

Amelia was filent a few minutes, while fhe gave 
the lady time to vent her paflion; after which, the 
began to pour forth a vatt profufion of acknowledge 
ments for the trouble fhe had taken in relating her 
hiltory; but chiefly, for the motive which had induced 
her to it; and for the kind warning which the had 
given her by the little note which Mrs Bennet had 
dent her that morning. 

‘ Yes, Madam,’ cries Mrs Bennet, *‘ | am con- 
vinced, by what I have lately feen, that you are the 
dettined facrifice to this wicked Lord; and that Mrs 
Ellifion, whom I no longer doubt to have been the 
inttrument of my ruin, intended to betray you in the 
fame manner. The day 1 met my Lord in your 
apartment, | began to entertain fome fulpicions, and 
I took Mrs Ellijon very roundly to tafk upon them: 
her behaviour, notwithitanding many affeverations 
to the- contrary, convinced me 1 was right; and [ 
intended, mcre than once, to {peak to you, but 
could not; tl Jaft night the mention of the maf- 
querade determined me to delay it no Jonger. [ 
therefore fent you chat note this. morning; and am 
glad you fo lacktly difcovered the writer, as it hath 
‘ given me this apportunny of, exfing my mipd ; and 
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* of honeftly thewing you, how unworthy J am of your 
© fr iendthip, at the fame time that I fo earneltly defire. 
€ it,’ . 
| CHAP. X. 
Being the laft chapter of the feventh book. 
°F. ° . 
MELTIA. did not fail to make proper compli-. 
ments to Mrs Bennet, on the conclufion of her 
fpeech in whe laft chapter. She.teld her, that from. 
the firftt moment of her acquaintance, fhe had the: 
ftrongeft inckgation to her friend{htp; and that her~- 
defires of that’ kind were much increafed by hearing~ 
her ftory. ‘ Indeed, Madam,’ ‘fays fhe, * you are: 


“ much too fevere a judge on yourfelf; for they muft-_ 


*- have very little candour, in my opinion, who look. 
‘ upon your cafe with any fevere eye. To me; I afs. 
* fure you, you appear highly the obje& of conipaf- 


* fion; and I fhall always efteem. you, as an.innocent: 


-8 and aa unfortunate woman.’ 


Amelia would then have taken her leave; but Mrs- 
Benner fo flrongly prefled her.to ftay te breakfaft, that. 
at length fhe complied: indeed, the had fafted fo- 


jong, and her gentle {pirits had been fo agitated with: 


variety of pafhions, that nature very Rtrongly feconded.. 


Mrs Bennet’s motion. 
Whilft the maid was preparing. the tea-equipage, 


. Amelia, with a little flynefs in her countenance, alked: 


Mrs Bennet, if Serjeant Aitkinfon did not lodge ‘in 
the fame houfe with her. ‘The other reddened {fo ex+ 
tremely at the queftion, repeated the Serjeant’s name. 
hwith fuch hefitation, and behaved fo aukwardly, that. 
melia wanted no further confirmation of her fulpr 
ions. She would not, however, declare them abruptly 
th the other; but began a differtation on the ferjeant’s. 
Virtues: and. after obferving the great concern which 
he had manifefled, when irs Bennet was tu her fit,. 
concluded with taying, fhe beheved the ferjeant would 
make the beft hufband in the world: for that he hid 
Breat tendernefs of heart, and a gentlenefs of manacys 
not often to be found in any man, and much feldoraer 
in perfons of his rank. 
© And why pot in bis rank?. faid Mrs Bennet. 
-  * Indeed, 
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‘ Indeed, Mrs Booth, we rob the Jower order of man- 
kind of their due. I do not deny the force and power 
of education ; but when we confider how very inju= 
dicious is the education of the better fort in general, 
how Jittle they are inftruéted in the practice of vir 
tue, we fhall not exped to find the heart much im- 
proved by it. And even as to the head, how very 
flightly do we commonly find it improved. by what 
is culled a genteel education! 1 have myfelf, 1 think, 
feen in{ftances of as great goodnefs, and as great 
underftanding too, among the lower fort of pe role, 
as among the higher. Let us compare your ierjeant 
now with the lord who hath been the fubjeé of 
converfation; on which fide woufd an ‘impartial 
judge decide the balance to incline?? 
¢ How monttrous then,’ cries Amelia, ¢ is the opi- 
€ nion of thofe, who contider our matching ourtelves 
* the leaft below us in degree, as a kind of centami- 
* nation!’ . p> 
‘ A moft abfurd and prepofterous fentiment,’ an- 

{fwered Mrs Bennet warmly, * how abhorrent from 
¢ juitice, from common fenfe, and from humanity !— 
‘but how extremely mcongrucus with a religion, 
‘ which profeiles to know no difference of degree, 
* but ranks all mankind on the footing of brethren ! 
‘ Of all kinds of pride, there is none fo unchrittian as 
é 
6 
4 
6 


Se Dept ee See ee, See Sac ae: AR 


that of {tation ; in reality, there is none fo contemp- 
tible. Contempt, indeed, may be faid to be its 
own object: for my own part, I know none fo de- 
fpicable as thofe who defpife others.’ 
* I do affure you,’ faid Amelia, © you fpeak my 
own fentiments. J] give you my word, I fhould not 
be afhamed of being the wife of an honeft man in 
any ftation.—Nor, if 1 had been much higher than 
I was, {hould I have thought mytelf degraded, by. 
calling our honeft ferjeant my hufband.’ 
~ * Since you have made this declaration,’ cries Mrs 
Bennet, § Jam fure you wiil not be offended ata fe- 
* cret | am going to mention to you’— ~ 
‘ Indeed, my dear,’ anfwered Amelia fmiling, « I 
« wonder rather you have concealed it fo long ; e[pe- 
© cially after the many hints I have given you.’ 
‘ Nay, pardon me, Madam,’ replfed the other, ae 
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do not remember any fuch hints; and perhaps, you. 
do not even. guelfs what { am going to fay. My. 
fecret is this; that no woman ever had fo fincere, 
fo.paflionate a. lover, as you have had in the fer-. 
 jeant.” 

‘.] a lover in the ferjeant ! 1! !? eries Amelia, a little. 


furprifed. 
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‘. Have. patience,’ anfwered the other, ——*- 1 fay,. 
you, my dear. As much furprifed as. you appear, { 
tell you no morethan the truth; and yet it is a truth. 
you could hardly expect to hear from me, efpecially. 
with fo much. good humour; fince I will honeitly. 
confefs to you—But what need: have [ to. confefs, . 
what [ know'you guefs already ?—Tell me now fins. 
cerely, don’t you guefs 2’ 

* I gnefs, indeed, and hope,’ faid fhe, * that he is. 
your hutband.’ 

‘*- He is, indeed, my hpfhand,’ cries the other, | c aa 
Iam mott happy i in your approbation.. {n- honeft. 
truth, you ought to approve my choice ; fince you: 
was every way the occafion af my making it, What. 
you faid of him, very greatly recommended him to. 
my opinion; but he endeared himfelf to me moft, 
by what he faid of you. In fhort, I have difco-. 
-vered, that he hath always. loved you, with fuch a- 
faithful, honeft, noble, generous paflion, that [. was. 


- confequently convinced his.mind muft poffets all the. 


ingredients of fuch a paflion; and what are thefe,. 
but true honour, goodnefs, modeity, bravery, ten» 
dernefs, and, in a word, every human virtue.—For- 
give me, my dear; but I was unealy till 1 became 
myfelf the object of fuch a paffion.” 

‘ And do you really think,’ faid Amelia fmiling,. 


. that. I thal] forgive yea rabbing me of fuch a lover? 


or, fuppofng what you banter me with was true,. 
do you really imagine you could change fuch a 
pation ? i 

‘ No, my dear,’ anfwered the other, ¢ I onfy. hope 
IT have changed the object: for be affured, there ts 
no greater vulgar error, than that it Is impoffible 
for a man who loves. one woman, ever to love an- 
other: on the contrary, it is certain, that a man. 
who can love dne woman fo well at a diftance, ail 
< * love- 
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¢ love another better that is hearer to him. Indeed, 
‘* T have heard one of the beft hufSinds in the world 
* declare, in the prefence of his wife, that he had al- 
‘ ways loved a princefs with adoration. Theie paf- 
* fions, which refide only in very amorous and very 
‘€ delicate minds, feed only on the delicacies there 
“* prowing; and Jeave aJl the fubitantial food, and 
* enough of the delicacy too, for the wife.’ 

The tea being now ready, Mrs Bennet, ‘or if you 
pleafe, for the future, Mrs Atkinfon, propofed to call 
‘in her hufvand; but Amelia objected. She faid, fhe 
fhaould be glad to fee him any other time; but was 
then in the utmoft burry, as fhe had been three hours 
abfent from all fhe moft ‘loved. However, fhe had 
Acarce drank a dith of tea before fhe changed her’. 
— mind ; and faying, fhe would not part man and wife,’ 
‘defired Mr Atkinfon might agpear. . 

The maid anfwered, that ‘her mafter was not at 
‘home; which words fhe had fearce {poken, when he 
knocked hattily at the door; and.immediately came 
running into the room, all pale and breathlefs; and 
addrefling himfelf to-Amelia, cried out, ‘ [ am forry, 
* my dear lady, to bring yon ill news; but Captain. 
€ Booth’—* What! what!’ cries Amelia, dropping 
‘tthe tea-cup'from -her hand, “ is any thing the matter 
‘* with him!’ —* Don’t be frightened, my dear lady,” 
‘faid the Serjeant—* He is in very good health; but a 
‘¢ misfortune hath happened.’ ‘ Are my children 
“© well?’ faid Amelia.—* O, very well,’ anfwered the 
. Serjeant.—* Pray, Madam, dou’t be frightened; I hope 
< it will fignify nothing—he is arreiled—but I hope ° 
“** to get him out of their damned hands immediately.’ 
** Where is he,’ cries Amelia, ‘ 1 will go to him this 
‘€ inftant!? * He begs you will not,’ anfwered the Ser- 
jeant. ‘I have fent his‘lawyer to him, and am going 
‘ back with Mrs Elhfon this moment; but 1 beg © 
‘€ your ladythip, for his fake, and for your own fake, 
* not to go” § Mrs Ellifon! what is Mrs Ellifon 
* to do?’ cries Amelia,—‘ I muft and will go.’ Mrs 
Atkinfon then interpofed, and begged that fhe would 
mot hurry her {pirits; but compofe herfelf, and go 
home to her children; whither fhe would attend her. 
She comforted her with the thoughts, that the Cap- 
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tain was in no immediate danger, that fhe could goto 
him when fhe wonld; and detired her to let the Ser- 
jeant return with Mrs Ellifon; faying, the might be 
of fervice; and that there was much wifdom, and no 
kind of thame, in making ufe of bad people on certain 
occafions.. 

‘ And who,’ cries Amelia, a littl come to herfelf, 
¢ hath done this barbarous action ? 

‘ One Lam ailamed to name,’ cries the Serjeant ; 
© indeed, I had always a very different opinion of him; 
‘ IT could not have believed any thing but my own 
‘ ears and eyes; but Dr Haprifon is the man who 
¢ hath done the deed.’ 

© Dr Harrifon!’ cries Amelia.—* Well then, there 
« is an end of all goodnefs in the world. 1 will never 
© ]:ave a good opinion of any human being more.’ 

The Serjeant begged that he might not be detained 
from the Captain; and that if Amelia pleafed to go 
home, he would wait upon her. But fhe did not 
chufe to fee Mrs Ellifon at this time; and after a little 
confideration, fhe refolved to {tay where fhe was; and 
Mrs Atkinfon agreed to go and fetch her children to 
her, it being not many doors diftant. 

The Serjeant then departed; Amelia, in her confu- 
fion, never having once thought of wilhing him joy 
on his marriage. 


END OF VOLUME TENTH. 
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